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PREFACE. 

We cannot too earnestly urge upon the reader that, be- 
fore beginning the study of " Tire Tinre is a t  Hand," he 
should have clearly in mind a Tire PZun of the Ages." To 
study the time, without having previously a knowledge of 
the general charalter of the events to be ~xpelted, would 
be worse than useless. 

The Scripture quotations of this volume are not always 
those of the common version, which is not always the best. 
We have followed it in the main, however, departing only 
in cases where clearness of sense demanded. For the same 
reason we have not been able to adopt, entire, any one of 
the various translations, each of which, possessing some 
merits, possesses also some demerits. Translators who did 
not understand the subjelts (whose due time to be under- 
stood had not yet come in their day) could not be ex- 
pelted t~ pve more accurate translations than they have 
given. Their services to the Church, in this direltion, 
though not faultless, have been of great value and should 
not be underestimated. 

We earnestly request all, who consider these subjees 
worthy of investigation, not to skim through this book; 
but, beginning at the preface, to read it throughout in con- 
secutive order. This is necessary, because the subjelts and 
the manner in which they are treated are unusual ; ahd in 



passing lightly over any portion, conneaing links will be 
lost, and thus the force of the interwoven testimony of 
prophecy be lessened. Remember that the topic is one, 
and that every detail has its weight and influence. To ap- 
preciate the conclusions reached, the reader must give the 
subj& the patient and careful study of which it is worthy. 

Our earnest prayer is that the truths herein presented may 
bring as great a blessing to the conscientious reader as their 
presentation has been to the writer. The real author of 
these jewels of truth is God, whose "due time" has now 
come for revealing them through his Word and spirit to 
such as have "an ear to hear:" the writer disclaims any 
originality, and merely presents to the attention of fellow 
Christians what he gleans from Scripture, citing the stu- 
dent of the divine Word to it as the only "lamp" now 
shining on the "narrow way." The writer's hope is that 
each child of God, as he hears the good tidings, that The 
Tint i s  at Hand for the establishment of Messiah's King- 
dom in the earth, may thereby be strengthened, and ena- 
bled to become a more faithful servant of the Lord, in 
heralding the truth. 

Yours, in fellowship and service, 
CHARLES T. RUSSELL. 

Alltghtny, Pa., 1889. 
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CHAPTER I. 

SPECIAL TIMES AND SEASONS DIVINELY 
APPOINTED. 

" THE PLAN OF THE AGES" we endeavored to set 
ASfi:h the prominent outlines of the divine arrangement 
for human salvation from a purely Scriptural standpoint, 
so it is the purpose of this volume to show, on the same 
authority, that the various features of that plan have def- 
nitely appointed times and seasons for their accomplish- 
ment; that, so far as  that plan has progressed, each suc- 
ceeding feature of it has been accomplished exaQly on 
time; and that the time is nau at  hand for its culmina- 
tion in the blessing of all the families of the earth.-Gen. 
2 8  : 14; Gal. 3 : 16. 

During the long centuries of the Gospel age, the Church, 
as instruAed by her Lord, has prayed, "Thy kingdom 
come ; thy will be done on earth as it i~ done in heaven." 
But, like drowsy children, because the time was long, many 
have almost forgotten the import of the words that now 
seem to die upon their lips. To all such whose hearts are 
still loyal to the Lord, we call in the words of the Apostle 

13 
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Paul, "It is high time to awake out of sleep; for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is 
far spent, the [Millennial] day is at hand." Yea,it is even 
at the doors. The kingdom of heaven is now at hand, not 
in its mere embryotic or incipient stage, as at our Lord's 
first advent (Matt. 3 :  z), but in the sense in which he 
declared it was yet to come (John 18 : 36, 37)-"in pow- 
er and great glory." 

Only those, however, who have made a careful stgdy of 
the Plan of the Ages will be prepared to appreciate the 
teaching of this volume concerning the divinely appointed 
times and seasons for the development of the various feat- 
ures of that plan, and for its final consummation. It is 
hoped that none will undertake this study, therefore, before 
they have thoroughly comprehended the lessons of the pre- 
ceding volume. Otherwise it will not be meat in due 
season to them. Truth is only meat in season when we are 
prepared to receive it. A child is not prepared to solve a 
mathematical problem until he has first been instruaed in 
the use of figures and of -. So also with divine 
truth : it is built up step by step, and to gain an understand- 
ing of it we must ascend by the steps provided--carefully, 
of course, proving by the Scriptures every advance step we 
take, yet not fearful to take the steps as we thus find for 
them sure footing. Only those who have implicit faith in 
God, and to whom a "Thus saith the Lord " is the end of 
all doubt and controversy, can be led by the Spirit of God 
into advanced truth as it becomes due-led into things new, 
as well as confirmed in things old and proved true by the 
same authority. 

Only such, God proposes so to lead. In the end of the 
age, which is the harvest time, much truth is due to be un- 
covered, which God did not make known in times past, even 
to his most hithfil and devoted children. It was in the 
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firu of the mad that the Prophet Habakkuk (a : 3) declared 
that the vision, concerning the glorious consummation of 
God's plan, should speak and not lie; and that to some of 
God's children it should speak so plainly that they would 
be able, as direaed, to make it plain on tables ; that through 
their instrumentality others might be enabled to read it 
clearly : and then Daniel also (I 2 : 4, g, 10) declared that 
knowledge should be increased, and that the wise (through 
faith) should understand the vision. 

Our obj& here is not to prophesy out of the abundance 
of human hagination, nor in any sense to be wise above 
what is written in the sacred Scriptures. Therefore, dis- 
carding all human inventions, we keep close to the fountain 
of divine truth, endeavoring to read prophecy in the light 
of prophecy and its manifest fulfilment ; and to make plain 
upon tables that which God said would be sealed up, and 
which therefore could not be understood before this time 
of the end, but of which he gave assurance that it should 
then be understood. 

In this volume we offer a chain of testimony on the sub- 
jeA of God's appointed times and seasons, each link of 
which we consider Scripturally strong, while the whole of 
it when viewed together, in the relationship which one part 
bean to another, gives evidence of a plan so broad and 
comprehensive, a design so deep, and a harmony so perfe&, 
as to clearly manifest to the studious and reverent inquirer 
that it is beyond the breadth and depth of human thought, 
and therefore cannot be of human origin. 

We find that the end of the Gospel age, like the end of 
the Jewish age, is called a harvest (Matt. g : 37 ; 1 3 : 24, 
30, 39) ; that like that also, it is a period of forty years ; 
and that upon the harvests of the ages the rays of prophetic 
testimony are specially concentrated, particularly upon the 
harvest of this age, where even all the light of the Jewish 
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age-because of its typical charaaer--converges in a glori- 
ous focus. In this light we may now distinaly see the 
stately steppings of our God,'not only in the long vista of 
the ages past, but also in the present outworkings of his 
plan. And not only so, but according to his promise to 
show us things to come (John 16: IS), we see, with won- 
derful distin&ness of vision, his wise policy for the bless- 
ing of all in the incoming Millennia1 age-even down to 
its glorious consummation in the restitution of all things. 
We find that many great and wonderful events center in 
this harvest : that in it occur the great time 6f trouble, the 
day of Jehovah ; the final and complete overthrow of Anti- 
christ and the fall of Great Babylon; the beginning of return- 
ing favor to the Jew ; the second advent of our Lord and 
the establishment of his kingdom ; and the resurreaion and 
reward of the saints. . 

We find in prophecy the beginning and the ending of 
this harvest period clearly marked, as well as the events due 
to occur in it. And to call attention to and trace the vari- 
ous lines of prophetic time to the events in which they 
culminate is, in substance, the objea of this volume. To 
receive its testimony, tne reader will need to have an ear to 
hear (Rev. 2 : 7 ; Matt. I I : IS), and must expea meekly to 
cast away many preconceived opinions as fast as he comes 
to see their lack of harmony with God's Word. To such 
as are thus minded, and who pursue the lessons of this 
volume with patience and care, and in the order of their 
arrangement, me doubt not it will be a great blessing. If 
its leisons are received into good and honest hearts, we trust 
it will be a power to separate them from the world and to 
ripen them as wheat for the garner. To thus quicken and 
r i p  a d  separate the saints, as wheat from tares, in this time 
of harvest, is the objea for which, we apprehend, these 
prophecies now unhlding were designed by our Lord, 
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Those permitted to view God's grand chart of the ages, 
which so clearly% maps out the orderly arrangement, the 
deep design and the wonderful scope of the divine plan 
as set forth in the preceding volume, should be anxious to 
discover whatever God may be pleased to reveal concerning 
its times and seasons. Their interest ill this subjeCt should 
be many fold greater than that ofany in the past ages who did 
not see the great blessings in reservation for all. Faithful 
children of God long to know when the King of Glory shall 
come in, and the prince of darkness be bound; when the 
children of the light shall shine forth as the sun, and the 
darkness be scattered ; when the saints shall be rceived into 
full divine adoption, and the groaning creation released from 
the bondage of corruption ; and when our heavenly Father's 
glorious charaaer shall be fully revealed to an astonished 
world, causing all who love righteousness to bow their 
hearts in adoration and love and obedience. 

To be devoid of such desires indicates a lack of interest 
in, and appreciation of, God's plans. The apostles, the 
prophets and the angels all desired and sought earnestly to 
know what time the spirit of God indicated through the 
prophets. And this interest on the part of his children is 
ever pleasing to God ; for though he never heretofore grati- 
fied such desires to any considerable extent, because the 
due time had not yet come, he never once chided such in- 
terest. On the contrary, he called the inquiring Daniel 
greatly beloved, and answered his inquiry so far as was con- 
sistent with his plan. 
Such inquiry, therefore, should not be regarded as an im- 

proper prying into the secrets of God. God would have 
us manifest that interest in his plans which muld "search 
the Scriptures," and "take heed to the sure word of proph- 
ecy," and thus be in that proper, waiting attitude which I 
will quickly discern the truth as it becomes due. Secret 
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things belong unto God, but things revealed belong unto 
us and our children forever. (Deut. 29 : 29.) Therefore, 
if we confine ourselves strialy to the Word of God, and 
avoid idle speculation, we are on safe ground. If God's 
plan and times and seasons are not recorded in the Scriy- 
tures, none can find them there; and God has surely had 
nothing recorded by his prophets and apostles which he 
desires to keep secret forever. In due time and order every 
recorded feature of the divine plan, and its time and sea- 
son, is manifested to those watching ; but the entire outline 
of the plan, together with the time features of it, was not 
due to be understood until the period designated "The 
time of the end." (Dan. 12 : g, 10.) And let it be borne 
in mind that until such time as God purposes to reveal his 
secrets, neither learning nor piety can find them out. Al- 
though the prophecies have stood for centuries before the 
eyes of all, they could not be unlocked and their secrets 
read until the due time had come. . 

When some of the disciples came to our Lord inquiring 
concerning the time for the establishment of the Kingdos 
of God, before it was yet due to be revealed, he answered, 
"It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which 
the Father hath appointed by his own authority." A&s 
I : 7.) And on another occasion, concerning the same 
subjea, he said, "Of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the angels who are in heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father. Take ye heed, watch and pray ; for ye know 
not when the time is. . . . And what I say unto you, I say 
unto all, Watch."--Mark 13 : 32, 33, 37. 

These words of our Lord cannot be understood to mean 
that none but the Father will ever know of his times and 
seasons ; hence it no more proves that we cannot know those 
times and seasons tww, than that our Lord cannot know 
them now. And the very fa& that the entire outling of 
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our Father's plan, and also his times and seasons, are now 
clearly discernible, is strong proof that we are now living in 
the time of the end of the present dominion of evil, and 
the dawn of the Millennia1 Day, when knowledge should be 
increased, and the wise should understand. (Dan. I a : 4, 
10.) If prophecy was never designed to be understood, 
there could have been no reasonable objeQ in giving it. 

These expressions of the Master indicate that God is not 
executing the various parts of his plan in a random, hap- 
hazard manner, but that he has $xed and definite times and 
seasons for every feature of his great work. And his infi- 
nite power and wisdom guarantee that there can be no mis- 
carriage or delay. 

The words also impress the thought that up to that time 
the Father had revealed the times and seasons conne&ed 
with his plans to no one, not even to our Lord Jesus. So 
far from warranting the general supposition, that our Lord 
rebuked investigation and interest in the times and seasons, 
and by these words forbade such examination, the very 
reverse is true. His words-clearly show that though the 
times and seasons were mi yet given to them to know, they 
would be very important some time, and would then be 
revealed to those watching. In view of the fa& that they 
would be unsealed some time, and that they would be very 
important then, he urges them to '' fake heed," and not to 
allow indifference to come over them, but to " watch" con- 
tinually, that they might know when the due time should 
come. 

Those who watchedall down the age, though they did not 
see all they watched for, were nevertheless greatly blessed 
and kept separate from the world, by so doing; while 
those who will be living in the "due h'me" and shall obe- 
diently "watch," shall know, shall see, "shall understand," 
and not be in ignorance, in the midst of the wonderful 
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events of the "harvest" of this age. He who at any time 
negleAs to watch, loses a blessing upon which the Master 
laid great stress, and proves himself to be either blinded 
with prejudice by the god of this world, or overcharged 
with matters of this life and present interests, to the neg- 
l ea  of his vow of full consecration to the Lord, to seek 
chiefly the Kingdom and life to come. 

The Apostles Peter and Paul call attention to this subjeA 
of the times and seasons. Peter declares ( a  Pet. I :16), 
that weare not following cunningly devised fables; that hesaw 
in a figure the glory of the coming kingdom of Christ on 
the mount of transfiguration, when he beheld the glorious 
"vision" of Moses and Elijah and Jesus in glittering gar- 
ments,-Moses representing the ancient worthies (Heb. I I: 

38-40) who shall be the earthly representatives of the heav- 
enly Kingdom, and Elijah representing the "overcomers" 
of this Gospel age-the scene as a whole foreshadowing the 
" glo j to follow," after the sufferings for righteousness'sake 
shall have completed the eleltion according to favor. Yet 
Peter, even while relating his Gsion, points to the prophetic 
testimony, saying, "We have a more sure word of prophecy, 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place until the Day-dawn." (2 Pet. I: 19.) 
He well knew that all the prophecies could not be fully 
understood by any then, and thus urged a watching attitude 
on the part of the saints-not a watching of the sky, but a 
watching for the fulfilment of all that God had spoken by 
the holy prophets concerning the restitution, and the "times 
of restitution, which form so large and important a part of 
their testimony. He assures us that prophecy will have fresh- 
ly important truths for us, all the way along until Day-dawn. 

The Apostle Paul declares, a Of the times and seasons, 
brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you; for your- 
selves know perfenly that the Day of the Lord so cometh 
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as a thief in the night. [Quietly, stealthily it will come, 
and after it has come, many will not for some time know 
that theyareinit.] When they shallsay, Peaceandsafety, 
then sudden destruaion cometh upon them [sudden or 
rapid, compared with the slow processes of the past six thou- 
sand years, as our day is called the fast day of steam and elec- 
tricity-not sudden as lightning, but sudden] as travail 
upon a woman. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 
that day should overtake you as a thief."-I Thess. 5 : 1-4. 

The "brethren" all have the lamp, the sure word of 
prophecy mentioned by Peter, as a light in a dark place; 
and while they keep the proper attitude of brethren, as faith- 
ful, meek and humble students of the Word, they will at 
no time be in darkness : they will always have the truth sup- 
plied as meat in due season. At no time have those then 
living in full harmony with God been left in ignorance of 
necessary truth, to grope their way in the dark with the 
world. Abraham and Lot knew of the destruaion of 
Sodom bcfrehand, God saying, " Shall I hide from Abra- 
ham that thing which I do? " (Gen. 18 : I 7.) Noah knew 
of the flood in time to build the ark, and was informed of 
the very day that he should go into it. At the first advent, 
too, Simeon and Anna, and the wise men of the East, knew 
to expea Messiah. In fa&, the expeaation was general - 
then. (Luke 2 : 25-38 ; Matt. 2 : a ; Luke 3 : 15.) Ahd 
if God so dealt with the house of servants, shall he do less 
for the house of Sons? Our Lord and Head has said, 
"Henceforth I call you not servants, for the servant knoweth 
not what his Lord doeth ; but I have called you friends, for 
all things that I have heard of my f i t he r  I have made known 
unto ymr." Our Lord certainly shall know of the times and 
seasons in due time, since he is to accomplish the plan, and 
unless he has changed, he will make known the plans to those 
close to him and associated in his work-his frirnds, Aissaints, 
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Reason, then, teaches us that so surely as it is written, 
"The Lord will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret 
unto his servants the prophets" (Amos 3: 7), and that 
most of what he revealed unto them was not for themselves, 
but for us, the Gospel Church (I Pet. I : 12), so surely 
will the faithful not be left in darkness, unable to discern 
it, when the day of the Lord has come. It will not come 
upon them as a thief and a snare--unawares ; for they will 
be watching, and will have the promised light then due 
upon the subjea. 

The Apostle states why he makes the positive assertion 
that ye, brethren, will know of the times and seasons when 
due, and will not be in darkness, saying (verse s), " Ye are 
all the children of light, and the children of the day." 
Such are begotten of the truth, and are to be developed 
by the truth more and more unto the perfea day-to which 
they belong.-James I : 18 ; John I 7 : I 7, 19. 

Notice how carefully the pronouns ye and you, and Uey 
and them, of this and other Scriptures, distinguish the classes 
referred to-the saints from the world. The knowledge 
which the saints will have in the day of the Lord is con- 
trasted with the ignorance, on the part of the world, of the 
significance and tendency of transpiring events-" Yc have 
no need that I write unto you." When Ucy shall say, 
Peace and safety, then sudden destru&ion cometh upon 
them . . . and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, 
are not in darkness that that day should overtake y m  as a 
thief. Ye are all childrenof the light." " Take heed," says 
our Lord, " to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of 
this life, and so that day come upon ym unawares ; for as  a 
snare it shall come on all them that dwell on the face of 
the whole earth. Watch ye, therefore [watch yourselves 
and also the word of prophecy], and pray always, that pc 
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may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that 
shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man."- 
Luke 21 : 24-36. 

It follows, then, that if a child of God, living in 
the day of the Lord, remain in darkness or ignorance 
as to the he, he must be either surfeited with the things 
of this life and intoxicated with the spirit of the world, or 
else overcharged with the cares of this life, and in either 
case indifferently negleaing to watch with his lamp trimmed 
and burning and with oil in his vessel-i. r., with the 
Word of God in heart and mind, and with the spirit of 
truth in himself. 

Though much, conneAed with the times and seasons, as 
well as with the details of the plan, had been foretold by 
the prophets, they confessed their ignorance of the import 
of the prophecies to which they gave expression. (See 
Dan. 12: 8; Ezek. 20: 49; Matt. 13: 17; I Pet. I : 20-12.) 
Stated in dark and symbolic language, and linked with 
events then future, to understand them then was impossible. 
Thus, though recorded aforetime, and made to bear witness 
to the divine foreknowledge and arrangement, they were 
for the learning of those living in the due time for their ful- 
filment, and not for those who uttered them. (Rom. 15 : 4.) 
They awaited the unrolding of various conneQed features 
of the divine plan and human history, which, by God's 
arrangement, should unlock them, and enrich the patient, 
searching children of God with a meat in due season " for 
an hour of trial and need in ",the evil day "-the day of 
trouble with which this age closes, and in the midst of 
which also the new era and dispensation dawns. 

A wonderful modern device, which serves well to illus- 
trate the divine arrangement of time prophecy, is what is 
termed a Combination Time-Lock, used in some of the 
largest banks. Like other combination locks, the key or 
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handle remains in the lock constantly. Certain peculiar 
movements of the handle, known only to one aware of the 
arrangement, are needful to open it, while the slightest de- 
viation from the proper movements only complicates the 
matter and makes it the more difficult to open. The Com- 
bination Time-Lock adds the peculiar feature, that by a 
clock arrangement inside the bank vaults, the doors when 
closed at night are so locked that they cannot be opened 
by any one until a fixed hour the next morning; and then, 
only in response to the use of the right combination upon 
which the lock has been set. 

Thus our Heavenly Father has closed up and sealed many 
features of his plan during the night with his great Time- 
Lock, which was so set as to prevent their being opened 
until the time appoihted"- in the morning of the great 
day of restitution. And then Jehovah's Anointed, "he 
that hath the key" and understands the combination upon 
which it has been set, "openeth, and no man shutteth." 
(Rev. 3 : 7.) He opens unto us by giving us the necessary 
information as to how the key of prophecy is to be operated 
by those desiring to find the treasures of infinite wisdom. 
And we may unlock the treasures of divine wisdom now, 
because the morning hour has come-tbc.-,h it is early and 
not yet light to the world. But only by carefully heeding 
the instru&ions, and applying the key to the combination 
ser by the great Designer, will its treasures open to us. 

In fiA, this illustration fits the entire plan of God in all 
its parts : Each feature of truth and each prophecy is but a 
part of the one grand combination, which may be opened 
now because it is morning-because the bolts of the great 
Time-Lock are withdrawn. And this grand combination, 
once opened, discloses fully and grandly the boundless 
treasures of divine wisdom, justice, love and power. He 

h who opens will indeed know-~od as never before. 
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Let us, then, examine the Scriptures with a reverent spirit, 
that we may learn what God is pleased to show us ,with 
.reference to his times and seasons. Since he has recently 
made the grand outlines of his plan so clear, we may 
reasonably expee that his time is due to lead us into a 
knowledge of its time features. The times and seasons 
were wisely hidden in the past, and the saints were thus 
saved from discouragement, because the time was long; 
but as the plan nears its glorious consummation, it is the 
privilege of the saints to know it, that they may liA up 
their heads and rejoice, knowing that their deliverance draw- 
eth nigh. (Luke 21 : 28.) The revealing of the time, in 
the time of the end," will be as profitable and stimu- 
lating to the saints as its revealing before would have been 
unprofitable and discouraging. 

Evidently our God is a God of order. Every thing that 
he does is in accordance with a definitely pre-arranged 
plan ; and his appointed times and seasons are no insignifi- 
cant or unimportant part of that plan. Notice that Jesus 
was born on time-" In the fulness of rime God sent his 
only begotten Son." (Gal. 4 : 4.) Not before, nor after, 
but just when the time was full. Our Lord's first preach- 
ing was on the subjea of time,-"He came preaching, and 
saying, The time is fulllled. . . . Repent and believe the 
good tidings." (Mark I : 15.) "In due Cimc Christ died." 
(Rom. 5 : 9. )  "He rose again the third day [at the ap- 
pointed time] according fo the Scrt;a&res." (I Cor. 15 : 4.) 
During his ministry his enemies frequently sought to take 
him, but it is stated that they could not, " because his hour 
was not yet come."-John 7 : 30. 

The time-prophecies were not given to satisfy mere curi- 
osity, but to enable the student of the Word to recognize 
the foretold events when due. For instance : Although 
prophecy marked the time and manner of the first advent, 
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it was not understood until Christ had come; and then it 
helped those who carefully studied the Scriptures to recog- 
nize the man Jesus as the Christ, sent of God according 
to appointment and prophecy. And, just so, prophecies 
marking the time and manner of the second advent are 
due to be understood at about the time of that event, to 
aid us in recognizing his day when it has come-and its 
order of events and the duties of the hour. One cannot 
read the Old Testament Scriptures thoughtfully without 
noticing the prominence given to dates, and the great par- 
ticularity with which some are marked, even to aday, though 
quite frequently they are attached to what may seem to be 
very insignificant events. But the close student will find that 
these various dates and chronological references are links 
in a wonderful chain of evidence which points out with 
great precision particularly two of the most notable and 
important events in the history of the world, viz. : the first 
and second advents of the world's Redeemer and Lord, 
and the important matters associated therewith. 

The fa& that the majority of Christians are indifferent 
to these things is no reason why those who love his appear- 
ing, and desire to be found approved of him, should drop 
into a similar condition of lukewarmness. 

It should be borne in mind that fleshly Israel, except the 
"friends" of God, stumbled and knew not the time of 
their visitation (Luke 19: 44), and that the prophet has 
foretold the stumbling of both the houses of Israel-the 
nominal Jewish house, and the nominal Christian house. 
(Isa. 8 : 14.) Only " a  remnant" in the close or harvest 
of each dispensation is prepared to receive and appreciate 
the truths then due, and therefore to enter into the special 
privileges and blessings of the dawning dispensation. It  
therefore remains for each individual Christian, in the clos- 

s ing period of this age, to see to it that he is one of "the 
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remnant," and not one of the lukewarm, listless, indifferent 
mass of the nominal Christian Church, which will surely 
stumble, as foretold by the Prophet, by the Lord and by 
the Apostles, and as foreshadowed by the course of fleshly 
Israel, which was declared to be its shadow oi type. 

But while time-prophecy will be of great advantage in 
its due time, showing various features of God's plan per- 
taining to the harvest, etc., it is also true that a knowledge 
of the manner of our Lord's coming and appearing is very 
necessary. To this, very careful attention, in its appropri- 
ate place, is requested. And back of all this knowledge 
must lie holiness and humility, which must pave the way 
for its reception by enabling the child of God to remove 
prejudice from his heart and to search diligently to know 
what has been revealed. So it was at the first advent : the 
&nest, consecrated, meek ones alone discerned the time 
and manner. The worldly and overcharged ones, the full 
ones, will not discern either the prophecies or the signs of 
the times fulfilling them, until the harvest is past and the 
summer of special favor is ended. 

In the end or "harvest" of the Jewish age, the truly 
humble and earnest "Israelites indeed " were in a condition 
of expehncy which differed widely from that of the proud, 
worldly-minded and self-righteous about them ; so that not 
only were they more ready to accept God's plan as he 
had arranged it, but they were more ready to hear and ex- 
amine the truth when they came in contaa with it. And 
our Lord, while dismissing the self-satisfied, fkult-finding 
quibbles of the Pharisees with dark or evasive answers, took 
time and care in making truth clear and plain to the humble, 
earnest seekers. (Matt. 13: 1-17; 16: 1-4; Mark 7: 1-23; 
Luke 18 : 18-30; John I : 45-5 I ; Luke 24 : 13-32 and 
33-49 ; John 20 : 24-28 ; 2 I : 1-1 2.) The proud and self- 
satis6ed, and all who followed them, stumbled (Matt. [ 
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15:  14), while the humble and truth-hungry inquired 
earnestly for the truth. (Matt. 13: 36 ; Mark 4 : 10.) And 
the Lord expounded the dark sayings to such, and said, 
'' Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the Kingdom 
of God, but to them that are without [not Israelites indccdJ, 
all these things are done in parables, that seeing they may 
see and not perceive, and hearing they may hear and not 
understand." 
So, too, it is at the end of this age. Truth here, as there, 

separates the earnest and humble, and leads them forward 
into the knowledge now due to such, and strengthens and 
enlightens them, that they may not stumble with the mass 
of nominal Christians; while the lukewarm and self-satisfied 
rejeA the truths here due, because blinded by their own 
improper condition of heart. Hence they will be rejeAed 
by the Lord as unworthy of becoming his bride.-Eph. 4: I ; 
I Cor. 9:  27. 

It is a serious error into which many fall, to suppose that a 
knowledge of God's doings and plans is of little impor- 
tance, that the graces of Christian charaAer are all that God 
requires, and that these are better conserved by ignorance. 
How differently the Scriptures present the matter! They 
counsel us, not only to cultivate the graces of the Christian 
charaaer, but to preserve constantly that condition of heart 
which will enable us to discern the truth--especially that 
great truth of the Lord's presence when due-and when dis- 
pensational changes take place. A knowledge of dispensa- 
tional truth is quite as important in the end of this age as 
it was in the end of the Jewish age. Those who did not 
discern the truth then due did not receive the favors then 
due. And just so in the end of this age : Those who can- 
not discern the truth now due, being blinded by unbelief 
and worldliness, cannot receive sficiaZfavors now due. They 
are not overcomers, and hence are unfit to be the bride of 
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Christ, and to enter into the glorious inheritance of the 
saints as joint-heirs with him. Truth, in this age, under 
the adverse circumstances for its reception, becomes a test 
of our faithfulness to God, and therefore as a s i d e  sepa- 
rates the fit ones from those unfit-the wheat from the tares. 

Odium attaches to the study of prophetic time by reason 
of past misapplications of it by "Second Adventists" and 
others, and the consequent failures to realize the events 
expeAed to occur at stated times. We see, however, that 
even this has been a part of God's plan to obscure the sub- 
jeA to all but the class for whom it was intended, by 
permitting contempt and ridicule to attach to it, thus hin- 
dering the worldly-wise and prudent from apprehending it. 
(Matt. X I  : 25.) This, we doubt not, was as much a part 
of the divine plan as the sending of Jesus into Nazareth, 
a despised place, "that he might be called a Nazarene" 
(Matt. 2 : 23), though he was really born in the honorable 
town of Bethlehem. As the worldly-wise and prudent of 
that day said, " Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?" 
so to-day, when prophetic time or anything relating to the 
Lord's second advent is mentioned, many cry 'a Adventist," 
as if to say, 6 1  Can any good thing come out of Adventism?" 
--even though they admit that many prophecies containing 
time are not yet fulfilled, and that the second coming of the 
Lord is the most prominent topic of Scripture. 

We have great sympathy for both the First Adventists 
(the Jews) and the Second Adventists, though only a few 
of either realized the truths they so nearly apprehended, 
yet failed to grasp, each being blinded by false expeRafim. 
Our Adventist friends have failed to recognize both the 
manner and the obje& of the Lord's return as taught in 
the Scriptures ; consequently they have not been expeaing 
to ','see him as he is," but as he was. They consider the ob- 
je& of his coming one which will fill the hearts of all except 
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the saints with dismay and terror; that his objeA is to 
gather the eleA, destroy all others of mankind, and burn 
up the world. Having such ideas, they used the time proph- 
ecies as a whip to scourge and drive the world to God. 
But the world coolly looked on, and said that these were 
unreasonable enthusiasts, and, if there is a God, he is cer- 
tainly more reasonable and just than that. The scorn of 
the world grew more and more intense, as time after time 
they foretold a wreck of matter and a crush of worlds, and 
time after time their predieions failed-until now the very 
mention of prophetic time is received very generally with 
an incredulous smile, or with open contempt, even by Chris- 
tians who well know that prophecy and chronology con- 
stitute a large proportion of God's revelation. 

But blessed is he 
"Who bean unmoved the world's dark frown, 

Nor heeds its scornful smile; 
Whom seas of trouble cannot drown, 

Nor Satan's arts beguile." 

But God provided time-prophecies for no such purpose, 
nor will he attempt to convert the world in any such 
way as this ; for he seeketh such to worship him as worship 
in spirit and in truth (John 4: 23), and not such as are 
frightened into his service. If he had designed to terrorize 
men into obedience, he could have devised some more 
successful method than the proclamation of he-as our 
Adventist friends have proved. Prophetic time was given, 
not to alarm the world-nor for the world in any sense- 
but to enlighten, strengthen, comfort, encourage and guide 
fhe Church in the troublous times in the end of the age. 
Therefore it is written, None of the wicked shall under- 
stand, but the wise only. To these, this becomes meat in 
due season, and it, with other meat, will strengthen thosewho 

i use it, so that they will be "able to sfandin the evil day" 



-the day of trouble with which this age closes. It  will 
enable them to understand the wonderful events transpiring 
around them, so that they will neither be consumed by 
fear and dread, nor swallowed up by the proje&s and false 
theori-ience falsely so called-with which this day will 
abound. And, withal, they may be in the devouring fire 
[trouble], witnesses for God and his plan, and teachers of 
the people-pointers to the glorious outcome of Jehovah's 
plan, lifting up a standard for the people.-Isa. 62 : 10. 

This is the obje& of time prophecy, and how important, 
how indispensable-that the man of God may be perfed, 
thoroughly furnished, at this time. Without these pro. 
phetic time-proofs, we might see the events of this Day of 
the Lord, and know not of it, or of our duties and privi- 
leges in it. Let none, then, of the truly consecrated under- 
value these prophetic time-evidences, which were designed 
to guide our words and deeds in the early Dawn of the 
Millennia1 Day, before sunrise, while the world and the 
nominal church are yet asleep, ignorant and heedless of the 
dispensational changes now occurring. These prophetic 
time-proofs were largely God's means of drawing the at- 
tention of the writer more fully and carefully to other 
features of the divine plan. Attention given to these must 
result in lasting profit to the student, not only by informing 
him of "present truth," but also by giving force and vital 
reality to all Scriptural truths, by furnishing proof that all 
God's plans are working together in time, as well as in k i d ,  
to the development of his glorious purposes. 

The failure of the prediAions of Adventists, who at- 
tempted to fix a time for the burning of the world, etc., 
etc., has been more in regard to the chara&er of the events 
expelted than in the time. Like the Jews, they erred by 
looking for the wrong thing at the n g h t  time. This was 
the secondary cause of their failure to clearly apprehend the 
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truth, but the primary cause of it was the fa& that it was not 
yet time for a clearer unfolding. And yet it was time for 
the stirring up of the saints to look for the Lord's appear- 
ing-for a going forth to meet the Bridegroom, and a dis- 
appointment prior to his altual coming--all of which was 
indicated in our Lord's parable of the Ten Virgins, as 
will be shown at length hereafter. As shown in the pre- 
ceding volume, the fire which is to devour the earth in the 
Day of the Lord is symbolic, not literal ; and in succeeding 
chapters it will be shown that the applications of some time- 
prophecies which Adventists have discarded as failures were 
not failures, but correlt, and that they clearly mark the 
symbolic fire of this time-already getting under way. 

The Advent people, laboring under the difficulty of ex- 
pelting a literal burning of the earth, attempted to force 
all the prophetic periods to one common day of termination 
-a twenty-four hour day at that-and thus they did violence 
to some prophecies to make them fit and end with others. 
But the clearer view of the divine plan now reveals the 
perfelt harmony of the various time-prophecies, and there 
is no necessity for twisting or doing violence to any, to 
make it fit with the others. As in succeeding chapters 
we institute an examination of the leading prophecies, we 
do not form a theory and then endeavor to bend all the 
prophetic periods to it, but we carefully trace each period 
to its termination, and then weave together the theory or 
plan thus indicated by the great Revealer of secrets. It 
will be found that the order and harmony of God's plan 
are just as manifest in its times and seasons as in the glori- 
ous features of that plan traced in the preceding volume, 
and mapped out on the Chart of the Ages. And when the 
great clock of the ages strikes the hours indicated on the 
prophetic dial, the events foretold are as sure to follow as 
that God foretold them. 



CHAPTER TI. 

BIBLE CHRONOLOGY. 

Canowouwi~ N B ~ ~ S A R Y  TO AN UIPDBRSTANDING OF PROPHECY.-INDISPBM~MLP 
DATA FURNISHED IN THE B~LE.-FEOM THE CREATION OF ADAM TO A. D. 1873 
WAS S n  THOUSAND YBARJ.-A STATEMENT OF BIBLE CHRONOLOGY IN GREAT 
h ~ o ~ s . - I ~ s  EXAMINATION IN DRTNL.-FROM CREATION TO THE DAY THE 

FLOOD WAS UP.-To THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT.-TO THE GNING OF 

TEIE LAW.-TO TXE DNISION OP CANAAN AMONG THE TRIBES.-THE PERIOD OF 

THE JUDGES.-THE PERIOD OFTHE KINGS.-THE PERIOD O F  THR DESOLA~ON.- 
TO A. D. 1873.-WHEREIN THIS CHRONOLOGY DIFF~RS FROM THAT OF BISHOP 
USHER, NOT= INOUR ENGLISH BIBLES.-THE TRUE DATE OF OUR LORD'S BIRIH. 

I N  this chapter we present the Bible evidence which in- 
dicates that six t h o u s a q ~ ~  from the creation of 

Adam were complete with A. D. 1872 : and hence that, since 
1872 A. D., we are chronologically entered upon the seventh 
thousand or the Millennium-the forepart of which, the 

Day of the Lord," the "day of trouble," is to witness the 
breaking into pieces of the kingdoms of this world and the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God under the whole 
heavens. 

Chronology is necessary, too, as  a basis for the examination 
of the prophetic periods. We must ascertain first of all 
where we are on the stream of time ; and to do this, we 
must have reliable dates for the calculation ; hence we take 
up the subjea of chronology first in order. And a complete 
chronology of human history must of necessity begin with 
the creation of man. 

The length of time since the creation of man is variously 
estimated. Among those who accept the Bible record, 
there can' be but little difference of opinion; but among - 
those who rejea it, the differences are enormous, varying 
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all the way from ten thousand to hundreds of thousands of 
years. These suppositions are based upon fa& which afford 
but slight ground for such extravagant and reckless conclu- 
sions. For instance, the finding of flint arrow-heads in the 
peat bogs of Switzerland and Ireland, at a considerable 
depth below the surface, is taken as aproof that their level 
was once the surface, and that the peat mosses gradually 
grew up around and above them ; and the time necessary 
for such a growth is calculated from the present rate of 
growth per century, which is very slight. If their premises 
were true, of course it would prove that man had lived 
hundreds of thousands of years ago. But other geologists 
will show, and with good reason, that these peat bogs were 
once so soft that a flint arrow-head might easily sink to a 
great depth gradually, during a few centuries. 

Another instance we quote :-u In making soundings in 
the slimy soil of the Nile valley two baked bricks were dis- 
covered, one at a depth of twenty, the other of twenty-four 
yards. If we estimate the thickness of the annual deposit 
formed by the river at eight inches a century, we must 
assign to the first of these bricks an age of 12,000 years 
and to the second that of 14,000. By means of analogous 
cakulafhns, Burmeister [a celebrated geologist] supposes 
seventy-two thousand years to have elapsed since the first 
appearance of man upon the soil of Egypt ; and Draper 
[another noted geologist] attributes to the European man 
who witnessed the last glacial epoch an antiquity of more 
than 250,000 years. " * 

Of course I;f we esh'mate" just as these p a t  men do, 
we should reach the same great conclusions. But some of 
us are unscientific enough to inquire, whether it is not more 
than probable that the slime deposits of the Nile river have 
been very irregular, as of other rivers, which sometimes shift 

+ Ad. N. Joly, ir! !' MM Before Pllctals," page r83. 



their beds and wash away their banks wonderfully in a single 
freshet. Again, we remember the Flood of Noah's day, not 
only particularly mentioned in the Bible, but preserved in 
the oldest traditions of the heathen nations, and we won- 
der how much slime and debris that caused, over and 
above the eight inches a century. We wonder, too, why it 
has not occurred to these p a t  minds, as it naturally does to 
some not too grcat, that two bricks thrown into that "slimy 
soil," at a time when it was covered with water and very 
soft, would sink quite a distance by their own weight, being 
so much more dense than the slimy soil. As for the differ- 
ence in depth of the two bricks, it would seem to an un- 
scicnfzyc mind much more reasonable to suppose that the 
one fell into the slime edge-wise or end-wise, while the other, 
falling flat, would sink more slowly, than to suppoke that 
men living two thousand years apart made two bricks 
exaaly alike. 

It  is not many years since the skeleton of a man was found 
in a former bed of the Mississippi river, and some geolo- 
gists began to calculate how many thousands of years mkht 
be indicated by the many feet of silt, slime, etc., covering 
the skeleton, and fancied they had a very valuable sample 
of pre-historic man. But finding later, several feet below 
the skeleton, parts of a "flat boat," such as was in use on 
the Mississippi less than fifty years ago, it completely upset 
the calculations, and relieved mankind of" anotherproo f" 
that the world is hundreds of thousands of years older than 
the Bible teaches. 

Leaving the discordant and wholly unreliable guessing of 
some geologists on this subjeA of chronology, we appeal to 
human history for information. And what do we find?- 
The history of the oldest of the Gentile nations can be 
traced back clearly and distin&ly less than three thousand 
ye=. Back of that all is dark, uncertain, mythical, fab- 
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ulous, and untrustworthy tradition. Roman h.istory does 
R O ~  extend so far back, as it is only twenty-seven hundred 
years since Rome was founded, and then its first centuries 
are wrapped in uncertain tradition. Three thousand years 
back in the Babylonian, Syrian, and Egyptian histories 
b r inp  us to a period where their records are fragmentary 
and involved in great obscurity. In the history of China, 
it brings us to the Tchou dynasty, where the events of 
Chinese history " begin to be more trustworthy. " In Greece, 
noted for its scholarship in the past three thousand years, 
with whom above all nations we might expe& to find ac- 
curate history, what do we find? We find its dates accu- 
rate for the last twenty-six hundred years, but no farther 
back. Back of that, we come to what is known as the 
'tfabulous, mythical or pre-historic age " of Greece. The 
only reasonable and conne&ed account of the first three 
thousand years of man on the earth is found in the Bible ; 
and this fa& is surely in harmony with its claim to divine 
origin, dire&ion and preservation. 

As with history, so with dates : the world has, aside from 
the Bible, no means of tracing its chronology farther back 
than B. C. 776. On this subjea we quote Prof. Fisher, of 
Yale College. H e  says: "An exa& method of establishing 
dates was slowly reached. The invention of eras was in- 
dispensable to this end. The earlitsf dcjnife time for the 
dating of events was established in Babylon-the era of 
Nabonassar, 747 B. C. The Greeks (from about 300 B. C.) 
dated events from the first recorded viaory at the Olympic 
games, 776 B. C. These games occurred every fourth year. 
Each Olympiad was thus a period of four years. The 
Romans, though not for some centuries after the founding 
of Rome, dated from that event; i .  c., from 753 B. C." 

In further evidence that the many so-called histories of 
the remote past so abound with vagaries and mythical tra- 
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ditions as to make them valueless as to chronological data, 
and wholly unworthy of consideration, we quote as follows 
from the American Cyclopaedia, under the caption, Chro- 
nology .- 

"The history of ancient nations, unless we make an ex- 
ception in the case of the Hebrews, goes back into mythical 
periods of thousands or millions of years ; and even after 
the records begin to assume a historical aspea, the discrep- 
ancies are very great. . . . The Assyrian, Babylonian and 
Egyptian inscriptions are in extinA languages, and in 
charaaers long obsolete. . . . Greek and Roman dates 
are generally well authenticated to the first Olympiad, B. C. 
776, and the establishment of the Consulate, B. C. 510, 
previous to which they are mainly traditional or legendary. 
Herodotus is valuable only as to events of his own time, 
about 450 B. C., and those of a century or two earlier." 

Clinton in his work on Grecian Chronology (page 283) 
says, The history contained in the Hebrew Scriptures 
presents a remarkable and pleasing contrast to the early 
accounts of the Greeks. In the latter we trace with diffi- 
culty a few obscure faAs preserved to us by the poets, who 
transmitted, with all the embellishments of poetry and fable, 
what they had received from oral tradition. In the annals 
of the Hebrew nation, we have authentic narratives written 
by contemporaries under the guidance of inspiration. What 
they have delivered to us comes accordingly under a double 
sanAion. They were aided by divine inspiration, in re- 
cording faAs upon which, as mere human witnesses, their 
evidence would by valid." 

The Bible, our God-provided history of the first three 
thousand years, is the only work in the world which-begin- 
ning with Adam, the first man mentioned in history, mon- 
ument or inscription, whose name, the time of his creation 1 
and death are recorded, and from whom his descendants 

A 



can be traced by name and age in successive links for nearly 
four thousand years-furnishes us a clear and conneaed 
history down to a period where secular history is well 
authenticated. As we shall see, the Bible record extends 
to the first year of Cyrus, B. C. 536, a well established 
and generally accepted date. There the thread of Bible 
chronology is dropped-at a point where secular history is 
reliable. God has thus provided for his children a clear 
and coni~eaed record down to the present time. The Bible 
by its prophecies even supplements history, down to the 
consummation of the restitution of all things," in the end 
of the seventh millennium, whence the new era of eternal 
blessedness will begin to date. The Bible is therefore the 
only record in the world which furnishes a view of human 
history as a whole. It carries us from the lost paradise of 
Genesis to the restored paradise of Revelation, tracing the 
pathway of humanity into eternity. Taken together, the 
history and prophecy of the Bible afford a panoramic view 
of the whole course of events from the creation and fall of 
man to his reconciliation and restitution. The Bible, there- 
fore, is the chart of all history. Without it, as has been 
truly said, history would be "like rivers flowing from un- 
known sources to unknown seas ;" but under its guidance 
we may trace these rivers to their springs, yea, and see their 
glorious ending in the ocean of eternity. 

In the Bible alone, therefore, we may exile& to find a 
record which will order aright the inharmonious periods and 
chronological irregularities which the annals of human 
history at first sight present-into harmony with each other 
and with the periods of nature. , 

In starting with the question, How long is it since man's 
creation? we should and do feel confident that he who 
gave the prophecies, and said that in the time of the end 

i they should be understood, has provided in his Word the data 



necessary to enable us accurately to locate those prophecies. 
However, any who expea to find these matters so plainly 
stated as to be convincing to the mere surface reader, or the 
insincere skeptic, will be disappointed. God's times and 
seasons are given in such a way as to be convincing, at this 
time, only to those who, by acquaintance with God, are 
able to recognize his charaaeristic methods. The evidence 
is given " that the man of God may be thoroughly fur- 
nished." (2 Tim. 3 :  17 . )  These well know that in all 
the paths by which their Father leads they must walk by 
faith and not by sight. To all who are prepared to walk 
thus, we expea to be able to point out, at every step, solid 
statements of God's Word-a sure foundation for reason- 
able faith. 

We will not here discuss the merits of the Septuagint and 
Hebrew versions of the Old Testament Scriptures, their 
difference in chronological data, etc., but will satisfy our- 
selves, and we trust the reader, with the statement that the 
former was a translation by Egyptians, while the latter is 
the original Hebrew .?cord; wnich faas, taken in con- 
neeion with the almost superstitions veneration with which 
the Hebrews guarded every jot and tittle of those sacred 
writings, is strong evidence of the reliability of the Hebrew 
version. Its acceptance by scholars is quite general, and 
in this volume we follow its dates, etc. 

Here we furnish the evidence that from the creation of 
Adam to A. D. 1873 was six thousand years. And though 
the Bible contains no dire& statement that the seventh 
thousand will be the epoch of Christ's reign, the great 
Sabbath Day of restitution to the world, yet the venerable 
tradition is not without a reasonable foundation. The law 
given to Israel, the typical people, appointing that six days 
of labor and weariness should be fo!lowed by one of re- 
freshment and rest lrom their own works, seems fitly to 
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illustrate the six thousand years in which the whole creation 
labors and groans under the bondage of sin and death 
(Rom. 8 : 22) in a vain endeavor to extricate itself, and the 
grand Millennia1 Day in which the weary and heavy laden 
may come to Christ Jesus, the shepherd and bishop of their 
souls, and through him find rest, refreshment and restitu- 
tion-in which, through the merits of his precious blood, 
they may find repentance and remission of sins. On the 
typical seventh day he inquired of the impotent man, 
"Wilt thou be made whole?'' and in answer to his faith and 
obedience gave him strength to take up his bed and walk. 
(See John 5 : 6-9; also Matt. 12 : 10, 13; John 7 : 23; Luke 
13 : I 1-16 ; I : I- . )  So, during the antitypical Sabbath, 
the Millennium, it will be declared to all the world that 
"whosoever will" may have life and health eternal if he 
will take the steps of faith and obedience. 

We must not overlook the fa& already noted (Vol. I., 
Chap. VIII.), that the term day is indefinite, and signifies 
merely a period of time, whether of long or of short duration. 
The Apostle Peter intimated that the seventh thousand- 
year period of the world's history would be the seventh day 
in God's reckoning, saying, Beloved, be not ignorant of 
this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. . . . The day of 
the Lord will come," etc.--2 Pet. 3 : 8, 10. 

If, then, the seventh thousand-year period of earth's his- 
tory be an epoch specially noted as the period of Christ's 
reign, we shall, by showing that it began in A. D. 1873, be 
proving that we are nlrcndy in it. This calls to mind what 
we have already noted in the preceding volume, that the 
Scriptures indicate that the dawn of the Millennium, or Day 
of the Lord, will be dark and stormy, and full of trouble 
upon the world and upon the riominal church, though its 
earliest dawning light will be full of comfort and cheer to 
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