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SURPASSING LOVE

of man was out of harmony
HE law of love is the
foundation of God's govwith the character of God; for
ernment, and the service
through sin man became carnal,
of love the only service acREVEALED IN HIS PLAN
and the carnal heart is enmity
ceptable to heaven. God has
against God, is not subject to
granted freedom of will to all,
the law of God, neither indeed
WKen tke Note of Discord Came In — An Eternal
endowed men with capacity to
can be.
Plan Was Read}) — Angels Had Seen No Escape —
appreciate His character, and
He So Loved that He Gave and Saved
To the angels there seemed to
^icrcfore with ability to love
be
no way of escape for the
f Him, and to choose His service.
transgressor.
They ceased their
\So long as created beings worMrs. E. G. White
songs
of
praise,
and throughout
shiped God, they were in harthe
heavenly
courts
there was
mony throughout the universe.
mourning
for
the
ruin
sin had
While love to God was supreme,
wrought. Out of harmony with
love to others abounded. As
the nature of God, unyielding to
there was no transgression of
the claims of His law, naught
the law, which is the transcript
but
destruction was before the
of God's character, no note of
human
race. Since the divine
discord jarred the celestial harlaw is as changeless as the charmonies.
acter of God, there could be no
"KEPT IN SILENCE FROM
hope for man unless some way
TIMES ETERNAL"
could be devised whereby his
transgression might be pardoned,
But known unto God are all
his nature renewed, and his spirit
- --His works, and from eternal
_
restored to reflect the image of
ages the covenant of grace (unGod.
merited favor) existed in the
Divine love had conceived such a plan. It was through Satan's
mind of God. It is called the everlasting covenant; for the plan
of salvation was not conceived after the fall of man, but it was
misrepresentation of God's character that man w*as led to doubt '
that which was "kept in silence through times eternal, but now
the reality of His love, and came to look upon God as his enemy.
is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to
As Satan had done in heaven, so he did on earth,— declared
God's government unjust, the restrictions of His law unnecesthe commandment of the eternal God. is made known unto all
sary, and bade men, as he had angels, to throw aside the yoke
he nations unto obedience of faith." Rom. 16: 25, 26. A. R. V.
and let the dictates of their own nature be their only guide and
REDEMPTION NOT AN AFTERTHOUGHT
law. He promised liberty: but as he himself is the servant of
The purpose and plan of grace existed from all eternity. Becorruption, he brought the race into bondage to sin, misery,
fore the foundation of the world it was according to the deterand death. He represented God as claiming all, and giving
minate counsel of God that man should be created and endowed
nothing, as requiring men's service for His own glory, but
with power to do the divine will. The fall of man, with all its
denying Himself nothing for man's good.
consequences, was not hidden from the Omnipotent. RedempHE ALONE COULD SAVE
tion was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall
In the work of creation, Christ was with God. He was one
of Adam, but an eternal purpose, suffered to be wrought out
for the blessing not only of this atom of a world, but for the
with God, equal with Him, the brightness of His glory, the
express image of His person, the representative of the Father.
good of all the worlds that God had created.
Before Him who rules in the heavens, the mysteries of the
He alone, the Creator of man, could be his Saviour. No angel
of heaven .could reveal the Father to the sinner, and win him
past and the future are alike outspread; and God sees, beyond
back to allegiance to God. But Christ could manifest the
the wo and darkness and ruin that sin has wrought, the outFather's love; for God was in Christ, reconciling the world
working of His purpose of love and blessing. Though clouds
to Himself. Christ could be the "day's man" between a holy
and darkness are round about Him, yet righteousness and judgment are the foundation of His throne.
God and lost humanity, one who could "lay His hand upon
us both."
MADE KNOWN IN His LOVE
None but Christ could redeem man from the curse of the
Through creation and redemption, through nature and through
law. He proposed to take upon Himself the guilt and shame
Christ, the glories of the divine character are revealed. By the
of sin,— sin so offensive in the sight of God that it would
marvelous display of His love in giving "His only-begotten Son,
necessitate separation from His Father. Christ proposed to
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
reach to the depths of man's degradation and wo, and restore
everlasting life," the character of God is revealed to the inthe repenting, believing soul to harmony with God. Christ, the
telligences of the universe. Through Christ our heavenly FaLamb slain from the foundation of the world, offered Himself
ther is made known as the God .of love.
as a sacrifice and substitute for the fallen sons of Adam, though
in this offering all heaven was involved in infinite sacrifice.
HEAVEN IN SADNESS — THE ANGELS PERPLEXED
HE So LOVED THAT HE GAVE
When man sinned, all heaven was filled with sorrow; for
through yielding to temptation, man became the enemy of God,
But the Father so loved the world that He gave His onlya partaker of the Satanic nature. The image of God in which
begotten Son, that through His smitten heart a channel might
he had been created was marred and distorted. The character
(Continued on page 9)
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A PROTESTANT REPUBLIC
AS SEEN BY THE PROPHET
Olxe Ecclesiastical Beast Loses Its PcrvSer to Oppress — Freedom

Gr9en the World as trie Result — A Great Libert?-Loving
Protestant Republic Arises — It Finally Degenerates, Speaks
*R>itri tKe Dragon Voice, and Becomes a Persecutor

&p ROSS C. PORTER

This w the first of two articles in which Elder
Porter will present some of the prophecies showing
that religious tyranny and despotism arc again to
arise. In the article this week, he deals especially
with the prophecy. Next week he ivill give more
attention to events that are tending in the direction
of the usurpation of political power by the churches.
EDITOR.

« A ND I beheld another beast coming up
r\- out of the earth; and he had two
horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon."
Rev. 13: ii.
This text follows the statement that the
beast, the papacy, which had been leading
into captivity and killing with the sword,
must itself be led into captivity and killed
with the sword. It was in 1798 A. D. that the
papacy was led into captivity, as the result
of the Reformation and of the pope's being carried from Rome a captive into France,
where the next year he died in exile. He
who had been killing with the sword, saw
his power broken with the sword. The
chronology of the rise of the power here
mentioned is definite, as it is to be seen coming up at the time when the temporal supremacy of the papacy was broken by the
sword.
THE WAY PREPARED FOR PROTESTANT
REPUBLICS
Long before this time, the way had been
prepared in the world for the rise of Protestant republics. The great Protestant Reformation in Europe had reached its zenith in
the sixteenth century, during which the national churches of Britain, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and Switzerland became separated from the Church of Rome. Also in
Hungary and France large portions of the
population were separated from the Catholic
faith.
The causes leading to the Reformation
were various. The most prominent were the
corruption of the Church of Rome, and its
apostasy from the word of God. Under
these conditions, Wyclif in England, Huss
and Jerome of Prague, arose early in the
fifteenth century, with a decided protest
against the misdoings of the papacy. In
1415, Huss, under promise of safe conduct,
was betrayed and burned by the papacy.
Thus Bohemia kindled afresh the fires of the
Reformation.
Soon after this, Reuchlin
arose in Germany, and Erasmus in Holland,
and gave a strong impetus to the spirit of
reformation that was awaking in all parts
of Europe.
In 1517, aroused by the sale of indulgences
by Tetzel, a Dpminican friar, Luther, who

had but recently, by the Catholic Church,
been created a doctor in the Holy Scriptures
at the University of Wittenberg, seeing the
evil influences of the system of indulgences
upon his own flock, decided to raise his
voice against it. "God willing," he said,
"I will beat a hole in his drum."
He began the Reformation in Germany by
posting his famous ninety-five theses on the
door of the church at Wittenberg. Following this, the pope issued a bull against him,
which Luther burned at one of the gates of
Wittenberg, on December 18, 1520. Summoned to Worms, he was urged to retract.
His reply was: "I neither can nor dare retract anything unless convinced by reason
and Scripture. My conscience is captive to
God's word, and it is neither safe nor right
to go against conscience. There I take my
stand. I can do no otherwise. So help me,
God. Amen."
He was not to be intimidated. He had
staked his life on the success of the Reformation movement; and under the hand of
God, the mighty power of the great Catholic
apostasy was shaken to its foundations. Melanchthon came to the support of Luther,
with his mild but mighty arguments in support of Protestant principles. Frederick, elector of Saxony, foreseeing the danger that
confronted Luther, captured him on his route
homeward from the diet of Spires in 1526,
and confined him in the Wartburg for safety
until the fury of the raging storm had passed.
Under the indefatigable labors of Zwingli
and his associates the supremacy of the
papacy was abolished in Switzerland by a
civil council held at Bern in 1528. In Poland, Holland, and other countries, the same
work was rapidly gaining solid footing.
WILLIAM OF ORANGE AND THE DUTCH
REPUBLIC
The work of the Reformation found no
more stanch and fearless support in any
land than that given by the dauntless William, prince of Orange, which resulted, in
the sixteenth century, in the change of the
seven provinces of the Netherlands into the
Dutch republic.
Hamilton in Scotland began to carry forward the movement, .but his death in 1528
cut short this work. John Knox then became the leading spirit of the Reformation in
Scotland. Cranmer and Latimer in England
kept up the fires of the Reformation in that
great empire. In France, Poland, and the
Scandinavian countries, the spirit of the Reformation spread with the same earnestness
Page a

that was seen in other countries. Europe was
ablaze with the desire for civil and religious
freedom, that came with the Reformation
movement. The rupture between the pope
and Henry VIII of England over his obtaining a divorce from his queen, augmented the
forces that were soon to fulfil the prophetic
forecasts of the captivity of the gigantic persecuting power which for centuries had led
others into captivity.

THE REFORMATION ESTABLISHED IN
THE NEW WORLD

Another event was likewise taking place in
the New World, that was to play a great
part in the development of civil and religious
liberty. In 1620 the Mayflower landed the
Pilgrim Fathers at Plymouth Rock, Massachusetts. Different reformed churches were
established. Unfortunately they fell to persecuting those who differed from them in
creed. Baptists and Quakers were the special
objects of persecution. They were whipped
through the streets at the tails of carts, banished beyond the bounds of civilization,
otherwise ill treated.
In the midst of these scenes in the Ameri-j
can colonies, the question of taxation with1
out representation became a subject of dispute. The break finally came when, under
these grievances, on July 4, 1776, the declaration of American independence was
signed by the representatives of the thirteen
colonies. The war of the Revolution followed, but that was regarded by the colonies
as a war of defense of their rights. In 1/87
the United States constitution was framed.
In 1789 it was ratified. Hence in 1798, when
the papacy went into captivity, the United
States government was just nine years old .
as a nation. At this point it is introduced '
into the prophecy. "He that leadeth into
captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the
sword. Here is the patience and the faith of
the saints. And I beheld another beast earning up out of the earth; and he had two horns
like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon." Rev.
13:10, ii. Just as the beast, the
was led into captivity, and its
broken by the sword of Europe, the pope
carried an exile from Rome into France.
Then there was seen another beast "coming up."
There was at that time no other nation rising but the American republic. The United
States government was then in its infancy,
and its history must determine whether it
fulfils the specifications of the prophetic symbol of the two-horned beast, which was to be
seen arising when the papal beast went into t
captivity.

ANOTHER BEAST SEEN COMING UP
The two-horned beast was to be "another
beast." Rev. 13:11. The United States
government was strictly a nation separate
from the papacy. In 1798 it was to be seen
"coming up." The United States was at
that time just arising among the nations of
earth as an independent government. Its
wonderfully rapid growth fulfils all that is
indicated in the expression "coming up."
Beginning its national history in 1778, the
United States quickly became the most progressive country of the world.
It began its national career with 3,000,000
people. It now has 100,000,000. The wealth
of the country in 1850 in round numbers was
$7,000,000,000, in 1890 it was $65,000,000,(Co'ntinued on page 8)

Will the World End in 1914?
A Prediction Without Any Warrant from Scripture — Pastor Russell Will
to Fear It Himself, and Seeks to Explain

Found Mistaken — Begins

B^JEAN VUILLEUMIER
FOUR-PAGE periodical, which is volume 2, No.
i, of the Bible Student's Monthly, published by the
"International Bible Association," Brooklyn, New
York, is circulated everywhere. On its first page
is a sermon preached recently by pastor C. T. Russell, the well-known religious writer and lecturer,
who for the last thirty years or more has been very
active and successful, with his colaborers, in circulating books, papers, and pamphlets about the "dawn of the
millennium."

kings, presidents of republics, sultans, viceroys, governors, senators, etc.
Such is Mr. Russell's unequivocal prediction.
Let not the point be misunderstood or evaded. The Bible
teaches, and many Christians believe, that there is to be an
"end of this world," or age; that this earth will be shaken by
an awful earthquake, which will lay all its cities in ruins, and
that our Lord will then appear in power aiid glory to call forth
the dead from their graves.
Mr. Russell leaves out the geological and cosmic disturbances,
and
the "glorious appearing," and reduces them to political
CLAIMS CHRIST RETURNED IN 1874
changes, including also a gradual betterment in physical- condiRussell's leading work is entitled "Studies in the Scriptures."
tions. But the end of the age, as he understands it, must apcomprises six bound volumes, and was copyrighted in 1889. In
pear right away. This overwhelming political revolution, he
the claim is made that Christ retells us, will take place within a few
\turned to this earth in 1874, and
weeks from now. We are therefore
that forty years from that date —
well prepared to test the truthfulness
that is, in 1914—"the kingdom of
of his prediction. A few more weeks
God will obtain full, universal conwill either vindicate or explode the
trol ... in the earth, ... on
bold assumption of the founder of
the ruins of present institutions."
Millennial-Dawnism. If this worldLet me quote his words more
wide political transformation takes
fully in reference to the first date:
place within the next sixteen days,
"The next chapter will present Bible
there will certainly be some reason
evidence that 1874 A. D. was the
for paying attention to Mr. Russell's
exact date of the beginning of the
teachings and interpretations, and
'times of restitution,' and hence of
for believing that our Lord Jesus
"f~VOITER not. The daj) is waning.
our Lord's return." (Volume 2,
Christ did come to this earth in 1874,
" Press thy way with urgent tread.
page 170.) "The antitypical thouand has been here ever since.
Lest the shades of night o'ertake thee,
sand years of restitution of all things
RUSSELL HIMSELF IN DOUBT
Leaving thee among the dead.
. commenced October, A. n.
1874." (Page 181.) See also pages
But lo, Mr. Russell has come to
See upon the heights the city\
187, 39, 40.
doubt the correctness of the wonderAngels guard the narrow way*
And now on the second date: "In
ful prophecy he has been palming
Rising
from destruction's moorland
this chapter, we present the Bible
off on the world during the past
To the home of life for a$e.
evidence proving that the full end
thir'-y years. Likely enough this
of the times of the Gentiles, that is,
doubt has been growing to formidLook not back, lest treasures lure thee
t' *; full end of their lease of dominable proportions in his mind for the
To forget immortal joy.
v will be reached in A. D. 1914;
last few years or months. The only
Lift thine eyes. A crown awaits thee —
a that that date will be the
honorable thing for him would be
farthest limit of the rule of imperTreasure that has no alloy.
to admit and confess his error. But
fect men. ... At that date, the
he does not. He begins by disclaimkingdom of God . . . will obtain
Heaven grants thee strength for striving.
ing his own prediction, and fastenfull, universal control. ... It will
Barter not thy soul for sin.
ing it on some one else. The serthen be 'set up,' or firmly established,
mon above mentioned is entitled:
Gates ajar w"ill soon be closing.
in the earth, on the ruins of present
"End of the World in 1914 Not the
Haste, O, haste to enter in!
institutions.
He whose right
View of Pastor Russell."
This
it is to take the dominion will then
view, he says, has been "recently"
be present as earth's new Ruler. . . .
uttered by a "Canadian minister."
From that time forward, Jerusalem
Then he jumps on some side issues,
will no longer be trodden down of
and finally, coming back to the
the Gentiles. . . . Before that date,
crucial point, says composedly:
God's kingdom, organized in power,
"We are looking very interestedly
will be in the earth and then smite and crush the Gentile image
[well he may] to see what the present year ma\ bring forth.
(Dan. 2:34)—and fully consume the power of these kings.
. . . If this great change from the dominion of Satan to the
. . . The Bible evidence is clear and strong that the 'times of
rule of Christ shall begin to manifest itself this very year, 1914,
the Gentiles' is a period of 2,520 years, from the year B. c. 606
it will be a cause for rejoicing to all. ... If we have the corto and including A. D. 1914." (Pages 76-79.)
rect date and chronology, Gentile times will end this year —
1914. What of it? We do not surely know. Our expectation
SAID ALL KINGDOMS WOULD BE OVERTHROWN IN 1914
is that the active rule of Messiah will begin. . . . Our expectaIf words mean anything, the above sentences plainly and emtion [not that "Canadian minister's"], true or false, is that
phatically state that by the end of 1914, at the latest by January
there will be ... the breaking up of many institutions of the
I, 1915, all the governments of this world will be abolished —
present time, if not all."
that empires, kingdoms, republics, dominions, colonies, protectCLEVERLY CHANGES FRONT
orates, duchies, principalities, clans, and tribes, in Europe or
in America, in Asia or in Africa, would all come to an end, to
Witness how cleverly Mr. Russell, after half admitting what
a "full end" ; would be "ruined, smitten, crushed, and consumed."
he has flatly denied in his title, changes his positions and stateAt that time — that is, on January i, 1915—"earth's new
ments in order to bridge himself over the chasm of his error.
Ruler," Jesus Christ, "will obtain full, universal control" of this
What was to take place in 1914 as the "farthest limit," "mav
world, and assume the duties now devolving on all emperors,
(Continued on page 9)
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WILL IT

PEACE
OR

ARMAGEDDON?
A Prophecy of Peace and Also
a Prophecy of War — One Is
What God Says — TKe Otker
What God Foretells the People
Will Say — Both in Striking
Fulfilment of the Divine Book

W. H. ADDIS

GEN. RADKO DIMITRIEFF
RUSSIAN ARMY

Boston Photo News Co.

I

N view of the fact that the universal peace
movement to which so much discussion i?
given at the present time is claimed to lie
a fulfilment of. prophecy, it is interesting to
compare the scriptures that speak ot the
movements for peace, with those that speak
of the last great war, which terminates with
the battle of Armageddon. What is before
us? Whither are we drifting? Two distinct lines of prophecy foretell these two
distinct movements. One records the sayings and actions of men and nations in their
efforts to establish universal peace, and the
other reveals the real outcome of the situation. We will consider the latter.
COMICS SUDDENLY, AS A THIEF
"For yourselves know perfectly that the
day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the
night. For when they shall say, Peace and
safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon
them, as travail upon a woman with child;
and they shall not escape." T Thess. 5:2, 3.
"PREPARE WAR"
"Proclaim ye this ' among the Gentiles;
Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let
all the men of war draw near; let them come
up: beat your plowshares into swords, and
your pruning-hooks into spears: let the weak
say, I am strong. Assemble yourselves, and
come, all ye heathen, and gather yourselves
together round about. . . . Let the heathen
be wakened, and come up to the valley of
Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all
the heathen round about. Put ye in the
sickle, for the harvest is ripe." Joel 3:
9-13. The harvest is the end of the world.
See Matt. 13:39. The valley of Jehoshaphat is the valley that lies to the west of the
Dead Sea, and south of Jerusalem.
This scripture foretells a gathering of all
the armies of earth, near Jerusalem. Is this
gathering of God? What is the prize that
lures all nations to the fatal spot? What is

the reason that they should gather to this
particular place ? These are questions that
fill the mind of every student of prophecy.
SPIRITS OK DEVILS
The battle of Armageddon takes place under the sixth of the seven last plagues.
"And the sixth angel poured out his vial
upon the great river Euphrates; and the
water thereof was dried up, that the way of
the kings of the east might be prepared."
Rev. 16: 12.
Water is a symbol of peoples, nations, and
tongues. See Rev. 17: 15. The great river
Euphrates drains the territory occupied by
the Ottoman empire. This nation is to be
dried up, that the kings of the east may
march their armies through its territory.
The kings of the east are the nations of
Japan, China, and India.
"And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs
come out of the mouth of the dragon, and
out of the mouth of the beast, and out of
the mouth of the false prophet. For they
are the spirits of devils, working miracles,
which go forth unto the kings of the earth
and of the whole world, to gather them to
the battle of that great day of God Almighty.
. . . And He gathered them together into
a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon." Rev. 16:13-16.
Before the end, the world is to witness
a mighty display of satanic power. Christ,
speaking of this, said: "For there shall
arise false Christs, and false prophets, and
shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect." Matt. 24: 24.. And
Paul, in 2 Cor. n : 14, adds, "And no marvel ; for Satan himself is transformed into
an angel of light."
WHY ARMAGEDDON ?
Why should the devils gather the nations
to this particular location ? And what will
Page 4

be the almost overmastering deception that
will be employed? Paul tells us that at the
time they cry Peace, sudden destruction
comes, i Thess. 5: 3. A careful consideration of the world peace plan reveals the
germ of Armageddon, the great war, in
embryo.
THE PEACE PROPHECIES

"

The favorite scriptures of the peace advocates are Isaiah 2 and 'Micah 4. The latter reads: "But in the last days it shall come
to pass, that the mountain of the house of
the Lord shall be established in the top of
the mountains, and it shall be exalted above
the hills; and people shall flow unto it. And
many nations shall come, and say, Come, and
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
and to the house of the God of Jacob; and
He will teach us of His ways, and we will
walk in His paths: for the law shall go
forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem. And He shall judge among
many people, and rebuke strong nations afar
off; and they shall beat their swords into
plozvshares, and their spears into prurinj^
hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword?
against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more." Micah 4: 1-3.
This is the much talked of prophecy of
universal peace. It simply tells us that in
the last days many nations will receive a
lesson in the horrors of war, that will make
them cry, "We will not learn war any more."
Mountains are a symbol of governments,
in the Scripture. See Jer. 51: i, 2, n, 25.
This is 'a prophecy that in order to establish peace, the nations will exalt the government of the Lord's house, or the church,
above the governments that have proved
failures, and thus establish a reign of right- (
eousness by religio-civil decree.

THE GERM OF ARMAGEDDON
Incidental to this movement will be the
cry: "The law shall go forth from Zion.
We must take Jerusalem for Christ."
The Turk must come to his end. This
present conflict will leave the Eastern question still unsettled. The Turk may be drivey
from Europe, but will take up his s«
government "between the seas in the glorious holy mountain" (Dan. 11:44, 45),
which is Jerusalem. See Dan. 9: 16. The
cry of Christendom will be, "Jerusalem for
Christ, and then we will have peace." In
olden time, the Lord promised Israel that if
the people of Jerusalem would keep the Sabbath, their city should remain forever. Jer.
17:20-27. Religious zealots will reason that
if they capture Jerusalem from the Turk, and
set up an international court, and enforce
an international Sunday law, they will be
able to maintain righteousness by civil decree.
THE GATHERING TO ARMAGEDDON
Marvelous will be the display of satanic
zeal. The spirits of devils will go forth to
the kings of the earth and of the whole
world, to fasten them in deception, and urge
them to unite with Satan in his last struggle
against the government of heaven. Satan
will appear in person to the rulers of the
nations, and personate Christ, assuring
them that theirs will be the favored government that will rule the world. Then the
gathering will commence.
The great pagan hordes of the kings of
the east, represented by the dragon, will start
their long march to destruction. -

^
"
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The second division of earth's armies,
those that bow the knee to the papal beast,
gather from the great Catholic nations^.
The false prophet is the power that will
deceive the world with the message of peace.
This is graphically portrayed in Ezekiel 13.
Fallen and apostate Protestantism, making
an image to the beast, will lead the world to
Armageddon. Concerning the message of
the false prophet, the Lord says: "Because
ye have spoken vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold, I am against you, saith the
Lord God. And Mine hand shall be upon
the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies. . . . 15ecau.se, even because they
have seduced My people, saying. Peace; and
there was no peace." Eze. 13:8-10. "There
is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked."
Isa. 57:21.
THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON

Obeying the command of Satan, the
proudest of earth's armies will gather to
battle for the supremacy of the world. As
they besiege Jerusalem, it is then that the
waters of the great river Euphrates will be
L dried up. The armies of the dragon (paganism), the beast (Catholicism), and the
false prophet (apostate Protestantism) will
unite to wipe out the common enemy that
holds Jerusalem. The Ottoman empire will
become the spoil of her enemies. Concerning this, we read in the prophecy of Zechariah: "Behold, the day of the Lord cometh,
and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst
of thee. For I will gather all nations against
Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be
taken." Zech. 14: i, 2.
It is then that Jerusalem will become a
i
burdensome stone to all people, with the
combined armies of Christendom facing one
another. Then the question arises, Who
shall take the spoil ?
"And it shall come to pass in that day,
saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun
to go down at noon, and I will darken the
earth in the clear day." Amos 8:9.
Tt is at noon that a strange, unnatural
^^a kness will cover the earth, and the armies
11 tremble as a man that must quaff a
Poisonous cup.
"Behold. I will make Jerusalem a cup of

r
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near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of
the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall
cry there bitterly. That day is a day of
wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of
wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness
and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick
darkness. . . . And I will bring distress
upon men, that they shall walk like blind
men, because they have sinned against the
Lord: and their blood shall be poured out
as dust." Zeph. i : 14-17.

fore him, with which he
deceived them that had
received the mark of the
beast, and them that had
worshiped his image.
These both were cast
alive into a lake of fire
burning with brimstone.
And the remnant were
slain with the sword of
Him that sat upon the
horse, which sword proGOD'S MESSAGE TO THE NATIONS
• c e e d e cl out of His
Isa. 34:1-4: "Come near, ye nations, to mouth : and all the fowls
hear; and harken, ye people: let the earth were filled with their
hear, and all that is therein ; the world, and flesh." Rev. 19: 11-21.
all things that come forth of it. For the
OUR REFUGE
indignation of the Lord is upon all, nations,
"Gather yourselves toand His fury upon all their armies: He hath
gether,
yea, gather toutterly destroyed them, He hath delivered
gether,
O
nation not dethem to the slaughter. Their slain also shall
sired
;
before
the decree
be cast out, and their stink shall come up
bring
forth,
before
the
out of their carcasses. . . . And all the host
day
pass
as
the
chaff,
of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavbefore the' fierce anger
ens shall be rolled together as a scroll."
of
the Lord come upon
"For the great day of His wrath is come;
you.
. . . Seek ye the
and who shall be able to stand." Rev. 6: 17.
Lord, all ye meek of
the earth, which have
THE GREAT CLIMAX
fe-f-- *-• •
wrought His judgment
Boston
Photu
A'e
"And I saw heaven opened, and behold a
[kept His commandwhite horse; and He that sat upon him was ments | ; seek righteous- SERVIAN SOLDIER ON
GUARD DUTY
called Faithful and True, and in righteous- ness, seek meekness: it
ness He doth judge and .make war. His may be ye shall be hid in the day of the
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His Lord's anger." Zeph. 2:1-3.
head were many crowns; and He had a name
written, that no man knew, but He Himself. And He was clothed with a vesture
dipped in blood : and His name is called the
Impressions
Word of God. And the armies which were
in heaven followed Him upon white horses, IMPRESSIONS come through different
clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And » agencies, some from God and some from
out of His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that the devil. The only sure way is to test them.
with it He should smite the nations: and He Our feelings are no test, neither is the imagshall rule them with a rod of iron: and He ination. The "toss-penny" arrangement is
treadeth the wine-press of the fierceness and no test, for that is nothing but "religious
wrath of Almighty God. And He hath on gambling."
When one is impressed very strongly to
His vesture and on His thigh a name writdo a certain thing or to take a certain course,
ten, King of kings, and Lord of lords.
"And I saw an angel standing in the sun; the only safe thing to do is to wait and pray
and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all over it, and thus give God's Spirit time to
the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, direct the mind to some Scriptural thought
Come and gather yourselves together unto which may open the way and solve the difficulty.
The Bible rule is, "To the law and to the
testimony: if they speak not according to
this word, it is because there is no light in
them." Isa. 8: 20.
Any impression which is not in harmony
with the teaching of the Bible, we may
know is from beneath.
ELIZA H. MORTON.

"Out of the MoutK of Babes"

A

CANADIAN ARMORED CARS SENT TO THE BATTLE FRONT IN EUROPE

trembling [margin, "a cup of slumber, or the supper of the great God; that ye may eat
Poison"] unto all the people round about. 'the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains,
. . . And in that day will I make Jerusalem and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh
a burdensome stone for all people: all that of horses, and of them that sit on them, and
burden themselves with it shall be cut in the flesh of all men, both free and bond,
pieces, though all the people of the earth both small and great. And I saw the beast,
be gathered together against it. In that day, and the kings of the earth, and their armies,
saith the Lord, I will smite every horse with gathered together to make war against Him
astonishment, and his rider with madness." that sat on the horse, and against His army.
"And the beast was taken, and with him
Zech. 12: 2-4.
"The great day of the Lord is near, it is the false prophet that wrought miracles bePage 5

T Nancy a man told Colporteur Riner
that he did not believe in God, because
he could not see Him. Thereupon a little
girl who was listening said in a modest way,
"When you put a piece of sugar in a glass
of water, you can see it; but when it is
melted, you see it no longer." "No," said
the other, "but I taste it." "Just so with
God," said the girl. "We don't see Him,
but we taste Him. He acts in the world as
the piece of sugar in the water. You ought
not to believe in the piece of sugar when
you can not see it." The unbeliever grew so
confused that he walked away. — Bible Society Gleanings.

TKe Supreme Climax of CKrist's Work on EartK
To

Crowned King Before His Father's TKrone—The E\>ent Marks the End of All Gospel Work—Christ's Coming Will Follow?
Shortly After—Are there Events on Earth to Indicate When the Crisis Is Reached?

T. E. BOWEN

M

AXY are impressed that some great
and important event is about to take
place. This is triie. That event is the end.
of this world's career of sin. A burning'
question is. May we know when that period
is about to begin which is spoken of in the
Bible as the time when Christ receives His
kingdom ? With what event does it begin ?
While the Bible points out the event at its
.beginning, the exact time is nowhere given.
IN HEAVEN, NOT ON EARTH
The great event that begins the reign of
Christ as King takes place in heaven. It
is the event that was uppermost in the minds
of His followers during the ministry of
Jesus; namely. His entering upon His reign
as King. On several occasions, the disciples
were ready to crown Jesus king; but He
would not permit them to do so. He knew
it was not the purpose of His Father that
He should enter His kingdom at His first
advent. To Pilate's question, "Art Thou the
King of the Jews?" Jesus said, "To this
end was I born, and for this cause came I
into the world." But He puzzled Pilate, as
well as His followers, by adding, "My kingdom is not of this world,'' in the sense of
His ruling as king over any nation in their
present sinful state.
THIS TIME A SECRET OF THE FATHER

this earth to get His people — the subjects
of His kingdom.
JESUS RECEIVING THE KINGDOM
"I beheld till the thrones were cast down,
and the Ancient of days did sit. ... I
saw in the night visions, and, behold, one
like the Son of man came with the clouds
[angels of heaven, and came to the Ancient
of days, and they [the angels] brought Him
near before Him. And there was given Him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that
all people, nations, and languages, should
serve Him : His dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and
His kingdom that which shall not be destroyed." Dan. 7:9-14.
As Jesus leaves His mediatorial work as
Priest, nothing stays the pouring out of the
vials containing the wrath of God, placed in
the hands of the seven angels commissioned
to pour them out "into the earth." Neither
is there anything to hold the winds of war
and strife, that they should not blow upon
the earth.
EVENTS ON EARTH
The questions arise at once : May we know,
by events on earth, when this important one
in heaven is about to take place? Is there
any clue by which we may know the time
is about reached for Jesus to be summoned
by His Father to come before Him to receive
His kingdom?
For more than fifty years, Seventh-day
Adventists have proclaimed to the world
that there was one event to take place among
nations that would be the last to occur, as

not that! The solution seems to be found
rather in that this nation, at the time of the
end, should occupy territory counted as
strategic, and that because of this, God foretells us what some of its last movements
would be. When these • should take place,
then we might know that the next great and
important event would be Christ's standing
up in heaven to receive the kingdom given
Him by His Father.
AN IMPORTANT EVENT FORETOLD
We shall not go into the technical points
leading up to the text giving us this light,
but will simply state that the eleventh chap-*
ter of Daniel records the principal events j
among nations from the opening of the Per- /
sian kingdom, followed by Babylon, where
Daniel was then standing, on down to the
close of human history, or the end of all
nations as such.
And further, we understand that this entire chapter has been transferred to the
pages of history, except the last verse, which
reads: "And he [Turkey, occupying territory north of Palestine, and hence designated
as the king of the north] shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the
glorious holy mountain; yet he shall come
to his end, and none shall help him." The
next clause, verse i, chapter 12, adds, "And
at that time shall Michael [Christ] stand up."
The palace of Turkey is now at Constantinople. The expression "between the
seas in the glorious holy mountain" is understood to mean Jerusalem — so long held
by the Jews as God's sacred and glorious
dwelling-place. Therefore we understand
this scripture to mean that when
i en ^
the seat of the Turkish gr ,,
ment is forced from Europe^
pe^w
either immediately or at some
later time, . Jerusalem will be
chosen as the seat of this government ; and that the next event
— although it should be emphasized that no one knows, even
then, how long afterward — the
next event will be this very important one of which we have
been speaking — Jesus' receiving in heaven His kingdom, as
presented to Him by His Father.

While Jesus was born to be King, He
abides His Father's time. He told His disciples, before leaving them, that the time
when He should take the kingdom, the Father kept in His own power. Acts i: 4-7.
They did not know then that the entering
upon His reign as Kin^ meant
the end of all earthly kingdoms
as such. But this is the truth.
The time when the reign of
Christ begins is when He goes
to His Father in heaven to receive of Him the earthly .kingdom — the rule of the whole
earth. Shortly following this
coronation ceremony is the visible coming of the Son of God
to this earth as King in power
and great glory to get His subjects.
When Christ goes to the Father to receive His kingdom, He
will have ceased His ministry as
THE WORLD'S OUTLOOK
Priest. This brings the end of
the gospel on earth. This is
Do events point in this direcidentical with the closing of the
tion ? Are there indications that
ark's door in Noah's day. The
the Turk's power is waning in
liuntun Plinlu Xeu-x Co
door of mercy for sinners, the
Europe, and that he will be
A VETERAN TURKISH CAVALRYMAN OF THE BALKAN CAMPAIGNS ON
His WAY TO JOIN His TROOP
forced to remove his seat of
opportunity for sinners to find
life, will then cease forever.
government elsewhere ? Every
That time comes at last to all on earth sud recorded in the word of God, before Christ one who has given it any thought, knows
denly, as a thief in the night. Of that day should take His kingdom. They have held that this is so. Russia for years has sought
and hour knows no man. Not even Jesus that from the information given the prophet an outlet from the Black Sea through the
Himself, nor the angels in heaven, nor God's Daniel twenty-five hundred years ago by the Dardanelles. England has opposed this unpeople on earth, know the time until it is angel Gabriel, that one event yet unfulfilled til this late war. Now England and Russia
announced by the Father, and the events to was bound up in the government now known are allied in opposing Germany. Turkey
take place in connection with it begin to as the Ottoman empire, or more familiarly has entered into the war arena, backed by
come to pass. This occurs, however, some spoken of as Turkey. Not that this nation the foe of Russia and of England. What
time prior to Christ's personal advent to was or is the most important of nations — the outcome may be, no one knows; but here
Payee

i
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is a significant statement, taken from the
Washington Star, under date of November
4, 1914: "Emperor Nicholas, of Russia, has
left for the front, after issuing a manifesto,
in which he says that Turkey's action [of
bombarding Russia's Black Sea ports] opens
the way for Russia to accomplish her historic
mission on the Black Sea."
This refers to instruction of Peter the
Great many years ago, that Russia must secure this warm water outlet.
Why has Turkey remained so long in Europe, especially when even two years ago,
during the Balkan war, the war slogan was
that ,the Turk must go ? Evidently God has
had a hand in it. Apparently now the entire
situation is changed; and with England bombarding Turkish forts, the prospects are that
this waning power will not be able long to
hold its strategic position in Constantinople,
unless Germany should in some manner enable Turkey to do so a while longer. At all
events, this is the last recorded change given
us in the Book of God, to occur among na»tions before Christ takes His kingdom. Coin[ cident with Jesus' receiving the kingdom on
I high, many events press in for fulfilment on
earth; but in this one event God gives His
believing people a token by which they may
know that the end is at hand.
KINGDOM TRANSFERS
The prophet foretold when Babylon should
pass away and the kingdom be transferred
to the Medes and Persians. Many years before this happened, the Lord named Cyrus,
and pointed out that the river gates to that
proud city would be left open in the siege
that would seal Babylon's doom. Literally
that was fulfilled.
Again, Jesus very definitely indicated by
a token to His disciples the time when Jerusalem, their beloved city, should be destroyed. Forty years later, that literally came
to pass.
Among many other very striking conditions that would prevail at the time of the
end, when all earthly kingdoms were about
j be transferred to Jesus, one event is
igled out by the angel Gabriel to Daniel
as a token by which we may know that this
most important event is vcr\ near — so near
that the Word puts it, "at that time."
JESUS' EXHORTATION TO His PEOPLE
DOWN AT THE END
Looking down to this very hour in which
we now live, Jesus said: "But of that day
and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels
of heaven, but My Father only. . . . Watch
therefore: for ve know not what hour your
Lord doth come [from His ministry as
Priest to receive of the Father His kingdom]. But know this, that if the good man
of the house had known in what watch the
thief would come, he would have watched,
and would not have suffered his .house to be
broken up. Therefore be ye also ready : for
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh." Matt. 24: 36, 42-44.
"I HAVE blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto Me; for I have redeemed thee."
"HE was numbered with the transgressors;
and He bare the sin of many, and marie intercession for the transgressors."
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PROCLAIM LIBERTY
THROUGHOUT THE LAND

Soul-Encouraging Proclamation Is from Above — The Decree Will
Finally Be Universally) Enjoyed

C. S. LONG ACRE
Editor of "Liberty Magazine"

OD is the Author of liberty. His
enemies introduced bondage and
oppression into the universe.
Christ
came into this world to set all men free,
and to proclaim liberty to the captives.
It was His original plan that all His
creatures should remain free from the
taint of sin and the pangs of bondage.
He created every being a free agent, and
perfect in form and attributes; but having the power to choose good or evil,
some, in the course of time, frustrated
God's purpose concerning their welfare.
After sin and bondage were introduced into this world, a voice from
heaven was the first to speak hope
and a promise of deliverance. When
the inhabitants of this earth
were oppressing one another
everywhere, the Lord stood
up for them, and sent the following message to Moses in
Mount Sinai: "Proclaim liberty throughout all the land
unto all the inhabitants
thereof." Lev. 25:10.

the Lord, Even the captives of the
mighty shall lie taken away, and the
prey of the terrible shall be delivered:
for I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy
children." Isa. 49:24, 25.
From this we may learn, upon the
authority of God's word, that God rules
in the affairs of this world, and "worketh all things after the counsel of His
own will." Eph. 1:11. Some day we
shall all know "that the heavens d:>
rule," and that the will of God will "be
done in earth, as it is in heaven." God's
original purpose will be fulfilled, an 1
all who have been subjected in hops
"shall be delivered from the bondage
of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God." Rom. 8:21.

G

WAITED LONG TO REALIZE IT
The world waited in chains
of cruel oppression to earthly
sovereigns for 3,268 years
after this wonderful proclamation was made from heaven, before there
was a legislative body that had the moral
courage and Christian charity to affirm this
same truth of universal freedom, and make
it a possibility in civil government.
Individual liberty in civil government is of
divine origin. God was the sole Ruler of
all His creatures in the beginning. By virtue
of being the Creator of all, He was entitled
to sovereignty over all. There was a time
when God had no rival rulers. He was the
supreme and only Ruler of the universe. His
only-begotten Son, by virtue of His position
as Son, as well as agent of the redemption
of the portion of His Father's creation that
sinned, is to become a joint Ruler of the
universe.
"THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD"
God made this world a principality, and
gave Adam dominion over all of it in the
beginning. But Adam, by sinning, delivered
it over to Satan, and thus Satan became "the
prince of this world" John 14: 30. All the
inhabitants of this world became the captives
of Satan at his will. 2 Tim. 2: 26. "Shall
the prey be taken from the mighty, or the
lawful captive delivered?" asked the prophet.
The Lord answered His servant: "Thus saith
Page 7

GOD Is AT THE HELM
While this world is drifting, like a vessel among dangerous rocks, through "the
rapids," yet God is at the
helm. No human agencies or
devices can save this worl.l
of sin from utter wreck an 1
ruin ultimately, but God ca i
and will turn repentant man's
hopeless condition and failure
into a glorious triumph. We are not left
in darkness as to the outcome of the conflict between truth and error, between right
and wrong, between liberty and bondagv,
between Christ and Satan; for God will triumph over every foe. All who accept Chri t
will triumph with God and His truth, "if
the Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed." John 8: 36.

Eternal Torment

J

OHN 3: 16: "Whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life." Does "perish" mean, to live in torment ?
According to what God says in this verse,
we can not receive any other wage for sin
than death. Rom. 6: 23. And "death" do-;s
not mean life, temporal or eternal.
If "death" means life, then "life" means
death. What, then, 'is the difference between the rewards of the just and those of
the unjust, when God promises life to one
and death to the other?
Surely God means what He says, and will
give life eternal to the righteous, and death
eternal to the wicked. Jude 6, 7.
II. A. II.
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A Protestant Republic as Seen by
tke Prophet
(Continued from page 2)

ooo, and a report in 1909 shows that the national wealth has grown to the enormous sum
of $107,500,000,000. The same report shows
the annual wealth production of farms to be
$7,412,000,000. That was more than the entire wealth of the country half a century before.
Surely the United States government fulfils the specifications of the new government
that was seen in 1798 "coming up." It was
not only described as "coming up," but as
"coming up out of the earth." The beast
representing the papacy was seen coming up
out of the sea. Rev. 13: I.
COMES FROM UNOCCUPIED TERRITORY
In Rev. 17: 15 the symbol of water is explained to represent "peoples, and multitudes,
and nations, and tongues." In contrast to
this, the nation symbolized by the two-horned
beast is to come up out of the earth. That
would suggest a previously unoccupied territory. The United States arose in territory
not previously occupied by civilized nations.
J. P. Thompson, LL. D., in a speech at the
"Continental Dinner," Westminster Palace
Hotel, London, on July 4, 1876, said: "I am
sick of that type of history that teaches our
youth that the Alexanders and Caesars, the
Fredericks and Napoleons, are the great men
who have made the world. It is with a
sense of relief and refreshment that I turn
to a nation whose birthday commemorates a
great moral idea, a principle of ethics applied to political society — that government
represents the whole people, for the equal
good of all. No tide of battle marks this
day; but itself marks the high-water line of
heaving, surging humanity."—"United States
as. a Nation," pages 13, 14.
G. A. Townsend speaks of the United
States as follows: "The mystery of her coming forth from vacancy." "Like a silent seed
we grew into empire."—"The New World
Compared with the Old," pages 462, 635.
AN EMPIRE EMERGING IN SILENCE
A writer in the Dublin Nation spoke of
the United States as a wonderful empire
which was "emerging," and "amid the silence of the earth daily adding to its power
and pride."
Thus the world has recognized the struggle which the United States government had
at its birth, as being a struggle for the maintenance of the great moral principles involved in the Reformation of the sixteenth
century, and not as the result of wars for
conquest.
HAD Two HORNS LIKE A LAMB
Speaking further of the manner of the
rise of this power, John says in the Revelation, "He had /« :o horns like a lamb." The
goat and the ram of Daniel 8 had horns. In
Daniel 7 some of the beasts had horns. The
same is true in the symbol representing the
papacy in the beginning of Revelation 13. In
some of the foregoing symbols, a horn represents civil power; but in the case of the
papacy, a horn represents ecclesiastical power.
In this symbol, horns evidently .represent the
two'leading principles for which the United
States government has always stood — republicanism and Protestantism.
The Hon. J. A. Bingham, speaking of the
object of the coming of those who sought

the shores of this New W'orld, said it was to
found "what the world had not seen for
ages, viz., a church without a pope, and a
state without a king." Both the Declaration
of Independence and the United States constitution declare openly and unqualifiedly for
civil equality and religious freedom. "Life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness" are
specially mentioned among the inalienable
rights of man. Of religious freedom, article
i of amendments of the United States constitution guarantees that Congress shall make
no laws respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof ; while article 6 of the constitution guards
against any religious test as a "qualification
for office in the United States.
ACCOUNTAP.I.E ALONE TO GOD FOR His
RELIGION
George Washington, the first president of
the United States, thus stated his views of

"And I beheld another beast coming up out of
the earth; and he had tzvo horns like a iamb, and
he s/>akc as a dragon."

these principles: "Every man who conducts
himself as a good citizen is accountable alone
to God for his religious faith, and should be
protected in worshiping God according to the
dictates of his own conscience."
In 1830 the United States Senate adopted
a report refusing to legislate in favor of
Sunday observance, on the ground that it
would be legislating on a religious subject,
and would therefore be unconstitutional.
From that report the following extract is
taken: "The framers of the constitution recognized the eternal principle that man's relation to his God is above human legislation,
and his right of conscience inalienable," that
is, untransferable. A man could transfer certain rights to delegates to act in his stead, as
government officials; but his rights of conscience were personal rights, which could not
be delegated to another.
IT STOOD FOR Two GREAT LAMBLIKE
PRINCIPLES
It is plain, from these references to the
Declaration- of Independence, the United
States constitution, and the utterances of the
leading American statesmen of that time,
that it was understood that the United States
Page S

government stood for two great principles,
civil and religious liberty, or republicanism
and Protestantism. In further evidence of
this view, there stands the fact that on the
reverse side of the great seal of the United
States government is stamped in Latin these
words: "A new order of things." Equality
of rights to all people in civil and religious
matters was a new order of things. The
world had seen but little of this order of
government. In contrast with the beast before it — the papacy — and imperial forms
of government in the Old World, it stood
as a new order of things. These two fundamental principles, republicanism and Protestantism, were certainly fittingly represented
by the mild, lamblike horns of the symbol of
Rev. 13: ii.

"

NEITHER AFFIRM XOR DENY RELIGIOUS
DOCTRINE
The American principle of civil government is defined by Samuel T. Spear, D. D., in
the following manner: "Those who drew the
plan of our national government built the _
system upon the principle that religion and ^
civil government were to be kept entirely dis- /
tinct; and, for the most part, all the state
governments are constructed upon the same
theory. The general character of both is
that they neither affirm nor deny any doctrine
in respect to God, and that they command
no duty as a religious duty. They deal with
the temporal rights and obligations of citizenship, without any reference to the question
whether the citizen is a religionist or not.
His religious faith is no part of his citizenship, and no criterion of his rights. It confers upon him no immunities, and imposes
no disabilities. It is a matter between himself and his God, and with it the civil authorf
ity does not concern itself. He is not forbidden to be an atheist, and commanded to
be a Christian. He forfeits no rights by being the one, and gains none by being the
other; and as between these two extremes
of opinion, the state does not undertake to
decide which is the true and which is the
false opinion. Such is the great American
principle in respect to the sphere of civil j
government."

GREAT STATEMENT OF A CLERGYMAN
In harmony with this view is the clause in
the treaty with Tripoli, written by a Congregational clergyman, and adopted by men who
lived contemporaneously w i t h those who
founded the United States government,
which states: "The government of the
United States is not in any sense founded
on the Christian religion."
DARED TO SET THE EXAMPLE
George Bancroft, in his. "History of the
Formation of the Constitution," says: "Vindicating the right of individuality even in religion, and in religion above all, the new nation dared to set the example of accepting in
its relations to God the principle first divinely
ordained of God in Judea. It left the management of temporal things to the temporal
power; but the American constitution, in harmony with the people of the several states,
withheld from the federal government the
power to invade the home of reason, the
citadel of conscience, the sanctuary of the
soul; and not from indifference, but that the
infinite spirit of eternal truth might move
in its freedom and purity and power."
Judge Welch, of the Supreme Court of the
state of Ohio (23 Ohio Reports, Granger,
pages 249, 250), says: "When Christianity
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asks the aid of government beyond mere impartial protection, it disowns itself. Its essential interests lie beyond the reach and
range of human governments. United with
government, religion never rises above the
merest superstition ; united with religion,
government never rises above the merest
despotism; and all history shows us that the
more widely and completely they are separated, the better it is for both."
Thus far the United States government
fulfils every specification of the prophecy. It
arose at the right time. It came in the right
manner. It developed the right principles,
and established a new order of things in contrast to the beast — the papacy — before it.
HE SPAKK AS A DRAC;ON

that whosoever hereafter shall succeed to the
kingdom, shall not mount the throne till he
hath sworn among others to permit no man
to live in his kingdom who is not a Catholic."
FOUNDATION FOR RELIGIOUS DESPOTISM
As early as 1863 there started what was
called a national reform movement in America, which, according to article 2 of its constitution, had for its avowed object this reversal of the principles for which the United
States government stands. Article i reads,
"This society shall be called 'The National
Reform Association.'" Article 2: "The object of this society shall be to maintain existing Christian features in the American
government, and to secure such an amendment to the constitution of the United States
as will indicate that this is a Christian nation, and place all the Christian laws, institutions, and usages of our government on an
undeniable legal basis in the fundamental
law of the land."

There is one more characteristic that must
still meet its application in the government
represented by the two-horned beast. "And
he spake as a dragon." The dragon made
war with the woman — the church — because
she kept the commandments of God, and had
SUPREME COURT LENDS ITS INFLUENCE
-the testimony of Jesus Christ. Rev. 12: 17.
The Supreme Court records of the United
(
This is a returning to the old order of
\ things seen in the beast before him. "And States, entry No. 143, entered October term,
he exerciseth all the power of the first beast 1891, give Justice Brewer's opinion rendered
before him, and causeth the earth and them on February 29, 1892. In that opinion, he
which dwell therein to worship the first declared that the original meaning attached
beast, whose deadly wound was healed. . . . to amendment i of the United States conAnd he causeth all, both small and great, stitution, "Congress shall make no laws rerich and poor, free and bond, to receive a specting an establishment of religion, or promark in their right hand, or in their fore- hibiting the free exercise thereof," meant
heads : and that no man might buy or sell, that this is a "Christian nation," and that the
save he that had the mark, or the name of religion of the majority must be secured by
the beast, or the number of his name." Rev. the state against profanation, while other
religions, termed the religions of "impos13: 12, 16, 17.
Here is plainly depicted a terrible apos- tors," should not be so protected, "for this
tasy from the lamblike principles of republi- plain reason, that the case assumes that we
canism and Protestantism, an apostasy that are a Christian people."
His words follow: "The free, equal, and
develops a likeness to papal tyranny and opundisturbed
enjoyment of religious opinion,
pression against those who are loyal to the
commandments of God and the testimony whatever it may be, and free and decent disof Jesus Christ. Will the United States ever cussions on any religious subject, is granted
fall away from her original principles suffi- and secured; but to revile, with malicious
ciently to fulfil this prediction ? The proph- and blasphemous contempt, the religion proecy forecasts a complete reversal of the order fessed by almost the whole community, is
r which the nation originally stood. Is an abuse of that right. Nor are we bound
the United States taking steps in the clirec- by any expression in the constitution, as
tion of the fulfilment of this part of the some have strangely supposed, either not to
prophecy? To speak as a dragon is to be- punish at all or to punish indiscriminately
the like attacks upon the religion of Macome a persecuting power.
homet or of the grand lama; and for this
MUST FORMULATE A STATE CREED
plain reason, that the case assumes that we
What is it to "make an image to the are a Christian people, and the morality of
beast"?—First, it is to formulate a creed; this country is deeply ingrafted upon Chrissecondly, it is to punish by the civil power, tianity, and not upon the doctrines and woras heretics, all who do not conform to that ship of these impostors."
creed. It is to unite church and state.
This interpretation by the Supreme Court
Under the reign, of the beast, the papacy, reverses the whole intent and purpose of the
Gibbos says: "And as the emperor ascended constitution, and opens the way for legislafrom the holy fount still glowing with the tion upon religious questions, and for union
warm feelings of regeneration, he dictated of church and state, as in the papacy.
a solemn edict, which proclaimed his own
faith and prescribed the religion of his subjects. . . . We authorize the followers of Surpassing Love Revealed in His Plan
this doctrine to assume the title of Catholic
(Continued from page i)
Christians: and as we judge that all others
are extravagant madmen, we brand them be found for the outflowing of infinite love
with the infamous name of heretics, and de- for fallen man. Man had become so declare that their conventicles shall no longer graded by sin, his nature so perverted by
usurp the respectable appellation of churches. evil, that it was impossible for him of himBesides the condemnation of divine justice, self to come into harmony with God, whose
they must expect to suffer the severe penal- nature is purity and love. But Christ reties which our authority, guided by heavenly deemed him from the condemnation of the
wisdom, shall think proper to inflict upon law, and imparted divine power, and through
man's cooperation, the sinner could be rethem."— Gibbon's Rome, chapter 27.
In the fifth council of Toledo, can. 3, the stored to his lost estate.
The grace of Christ alone could change
"holy fathers" say: "We, the holy council,
promulgate this sentence pleasing to God, the heart of stone to a heart of flesh, make
Page 9
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it alive to God, and transform the character,
so that a degraded child of sin might become
a child of God and heir of heaven. Man
had no power to justify the soul, to sanctify
the heart. Moral disease could be healed
only through the power of the great Physician. The highest gift of heaven, even the
only-begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth, was able to redeem the lost.
The only hope for the fallen race was
found in becoming reconciled to God. Satan,
had so misrepresented God that man had no
true conception of the divine character.
Christ came to the world, and in carrying
out the plan of salvation, revealed the fact
that "God is love."

Will tke World End in 1914?
(Continued from page j)
»

begin" this year. What was given out on
"clear and strong evidence," "may" happen,
but it is "not sure" at all. What was to be
the "full, universal control" of the power of
the "kings" of to-day, is simmered down to
the possible "breaking up of many institutions of the present time." In a word, Mr.
Russell himself reduces his preposterous predictions to nil, without the least admission on
his part of having been mistaken.
Error is human. Therefore a frank acknowledgment of one's mistake should restore to any man the confidence of the public.
Mr. Russell has not chosen this way. What
will his deluded disciples think of him? Will
they accept his glosses, or will they return
to these two admonitions of our Lord (Matt.
24:36, 23-27)?
1. "But of that day and hour knoweth no
one, not even the angels of heaven, neither
the Son. but the Father only."
2. "Then if any man shall say unto you,
Lo, here is the Christ, or, Here; believe it
not. For there shall arise false Christs, and
false prophets, and shall show great signs
and wonders; so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. Behold, I have told you
beforehand. If therefore they shall say unto
you, . . . Behold, He is in the inner chambers ; believe it not. For as the lightning
cometh forth from the east, and is seen even
unto the west; so shall be the coming of the
Son of man."

Trie Thief in Paradise

T

HE thief was not with Christ in Paradise
on the day of the crucifixion. The day
ended at sundown, and the thief was not
then dead. When the soldiers took him down
from the cross at the beginning of the Sabbath, they had to break his legs to prevent
his escape.
Besides this, on the third day after His
crucifixion, Jesus had not yet been to heaven,
for He said to Mary, "Touch Me not; for
I am not yet ascended to My Father." John
20: 17. Therefore the thief could not have
been with Jesus in Paradise on the day when
this promise was given.
Jesus could, however, give the thief .the
assurance, even on that day when He hung
upon the cross, and to all human appearances
had no power to give salvation to any one —
even under such circumstances He could assure the repentant thief that he should yet
be with Him in Paradise. "I.say unto thee
to-day. Shall thou be with Me in Paradise."
Luke 23 : 43.
ALLEN MOON.
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FATAL ADMISSIONS CONCERNING
SUNDAY SACREDNESS

I

T is noted in the Scriptures of truth that "the seventh day is the
Sabbath of the Lord thy God." Ex. 20: 10. This is the
unanimous testimony of the Bible. This is what God says on
this question. The One who made the Sabbath at creation, who
spoke the Decalogue from the smoking- summit of Sinai, declares
this. In tones which shook the globe, He declared to quailing
humanityJ that the "seventh day"
is His day.
It is not the JJews'
J
,
Sabbath, but the Sabbath of the Lord.
OPPOSING JEHOVAH'S STATEMENT
It seems strange that against the statement of Jehovah, men
would seek to oppose their dicta on this question. Some do.
nevertheless; and in their efforts to bolster up a counterfeit
Sabbath, they are led to make some very strange statements.
"Binney's Theological Compend" (improved) contains a most
astonishing example of this. We call attention to this particularly, as it is a standard work, endorsed and published by one of
the large evangelical denominations. That the author is a scholar
of note we may conclude from the preface, in which we are told
that "the author's increased knowledge of theology during his
long Christian ministry, and especially his studies in the New
Testament during the fifteen years in which his sole employment has been the preparation of a popular commentary, have
qualified him to recast and enrich his 'Compend,' and fortify its
statements by more abundant references to the word of God."
We will note some of the statements concerning the Sabbath
question from this enriched and recast "Compend." On page
169 the author says, "The day appointed of God, at the close of
creation, to be observed by man as a day of rest from all secular
employment, because that in it God Himself had rested from His
work. Gen. 2:1-3." In this statement, the learned doctor is
evidently quite correct.
Again on page 170 he says, "The original law of the Sabbath
was renewed and made a prominent part of the moral law,
or Ten Commandments, given through Moses at Sinai. Ex.
20:8-11."
In this also he is in harmony with the word of God. And let
it be noted that this "original law of the Sabbath" clearly states,
"The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord."
Continuing on the same page, the author says, "This seventhday Sabbath was strictly observed by Christ and His apostles
previous to His crucifixion."
We are led to wonder how one who makes such a clear and
convincing argument for the perpetuity., of. the Bible Sabbath,
the seventh day, even admitting that the example of Jesus and
all the apostles is in favor of the seventh day, could himself keep
another day, or produce any argument in favor of so doing.
On pages 180, 181, he makes the following astonishing yet
truthful statement: "It is true there is no positive command for
infant baptism, nor is there any against it, as there should have
been if Christ intended to abridge the rights of Jewish parents under the Abrahamic covenant. Nor is there any for keeping holy
the first day of the li'cck (italics mine), or for family devotion,
or for women to receive the Lord's Supper. The reasons are
obvious; there was no controversy in either case that called for
it."
No COMMAND FOR IT
Note he says that there is no command "for keeping holy the
first day of the week." Then why should a Protestant who takes
the Bible as his sole guide, observe a day that the Bible nowhere
tells him to observe? How does he arrive at the conclusion that

1. One new yearly subscription and one renewal, or two new, sent at one time, $3.00.
2. Two new yearly subscriptions and one renewal, or three new, sent at one time, $4.00.
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Weekly and Monthly SIGNS one year, $2.25.
G. C. HOSKIN, Circulation Manager.

he should keep it? There is no command for Sunday any more
than for Wednesday or any other day of the week, the author
says. One must be as holy as the other, then; for surely no day
can be holy without a fiat of the Almighty.
On page 171, however, he puts forth the claim that Jesus
changed the Sabbath, and gives what he considers the evidence.
I quote his exact words: "Jesus, after His resurrection, changed
the Sabbath from the seventh to the first day of the week: thus
showing His authority as Lord even of the Sabbath (Matt. 12:8),
not to abrogate or break it, but to preside over and modify, or
give new form to it, so as to have it commemorate His resurrection when He ceased from His redeeming work as God did from
His creation work. Heb. 4: 10.
"When Jesus gave instructions for this change we are not told,
but very likely during the time when He spake to His apostles
of the things pertaining to His kingdom. Acts 1:3. This is
probably one of the many unrecorded things which Jesus did.
John 20: 30; 21 : 25."

ASTOUNDING CONFESSION
This is a most astounding confession. Think of a lawyer
coming into court with such evidence to vindicate his client.
"When Jesus gave instructions for this change we-arc not told."
Seeing we "are not told," how are we to ascertain, in this century, that Jesus ever said anything about it? We surely "are
not told" anything about it in the Bible, for the canon of inspiraI
tion is as silent as the tomb concerning any change.
"This is probably one of the many unrecorded things which
Jesus did." Think of the trembling penitent facing the Judge
of all the earth, standing on a probability. What a foundation!
The command for Sunday one of the "unrecorded things"! The
learned doctor is forced by candor to admit there is no record in
all the book of God about any change in the Sabbatic institution. Surely those who revere the Bible, and desire to stand on
the eternal rock of Scripture, will be glad to abandon an tin- m
scriptural institution, and take their stand for one for which there ^
is a recorded command handed down by the God who made the
world. See Ex. 20:8-11.
"What says the Bible, the blessed Bible ?
This should my only question be.
Teachings of men so often mislead us!
What says the book of God to me?"
G. B. T.

WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY?
Is Christ Divine in No Higher Sense than that Some Men Are Divine ?
Is there No Divine Power Outside of Man to Lift Him Up ?

I

S Christianity a definite personal quality, or is this a generic
term by which to distinguish between civilization and the lower
grades of humanity? From much that is written, one would almost conclude that the latter view obtains in the estimation of
many who claim to stand in behalf of Christian service.
In a recent volume by Prof. Rudolph Eucken, entitled, "Can
We Still Be Christians?'" he proceeds to answer his question in
the affirmative on a basis of his own arranging, rather than by
the criterion of divine sentiment. This is his statement: "We
can and must be Christians on the one condition that Christianity
is recognized as a progressive historic movement still in the
making, that it be shaken free from the numbing influence of
ecclesiasticism, and placed upon a broader foundation."
If the conditions here named mean anything, they must have
their apparent import, which is the elimination of such vital
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teaching as the divine indwelling and an entire dependence upon
heavenly support for success in one's religious leanings. This
would be to have a Christianity without Christ in the life, while
recognizing Him as a personality of historical "preeminent significance." But if that is all Christ is to be in one's Christianity, what
influence can He have in regulating the life, any more than George
Washington or Thomas Jefferson, both of whom were personalities of historical preeminent significance ?
That the comparison here used is not irrelevant, may be seen
from a statement by this Jena professor. He says that "the fact
which is more than all else responsible for the shattering of
ecclesiastical religion is that the truth which it once championed
as fundamental — that, namely, of the incarnation and the
mediatorial office of Christ — is no longer tenable in the present
phase of our intellectual developments." With Christ thus
eliminated from Christianity, what part of it is left for faith to
grasp ?
ONLY A HUMAN DIVINITY
To preserve a semblance of the old way-marks, the author
attempts to maintain the divinity of Christ, but only in the sense
in which an exceptional man has divinity. This js to place man on
an equality with Christ, and so raise him above the need of
Christ's power to save him from the consequences of the fall.
This is but another addition to the rapidly extending force of
believers in the "religion of humanity," under the name of
Christianity.
As the theory of democracy grows in importance in civil
matters, the strong tendency is to apply its principles to religious
topics, and thus bring the church and the state near to each other.
So "humanism," or trust in human power, is making great
progress toward establishment as a great religious system, in
fulfilment of prophetic declaration. One has only to study the
thirteenth chapter of the book of Revelation to get an inspired
comment upon the present situation. It is there foretold that a
two-horned beast would appear to advocate certain tenets of
religious belief, and attempt to oblige every one to accept the
same, under penalty of death. Summing up the whole history of
this beast, the prophet declares that the number or sum of this
beast is that of a man.
THE RELIGIOUS CRISIS
As early as 1908, Dr. Rodolphe Broda published, in the
International for March, a review of the world's progress. In
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that article was this statement: "One of the most significant
features of our own times is the religious crisis through which all
the civilized races are now simultaneously passing." The
principal cause of this world-wide crisis, Dr. Broda asserts, is
the discoveries of modern science, which, he says, "in demolishing
the legends of the creation of the world and man, have also uprooted in the educated mind the faith in the divine inspiration of
the books and traditions which taught these legends, and which
were the basis of all the accepted religious beliefs."
He sees in the present movement a unification of all the old
"positivist religions," of every kind, and concludes that "at last
the time must come when a single world federation of religion,
the church of matt, will rise out of the ruins of the ancient faiths,
when the great religious crises of the world will be at an end,
and the strife between the logical necessity of the modern scientific world concept and the psychic necessity of religion will be
solved in the ultimate harmonization of both."
WOULD Do AWAY WITH FAITH
No one can fail to see that this propagation of the "solidarity
of man" leads directly to the rejection of such Scripture teaching
as the necessity of faith in Christ's indwelling power, to save one
from final destruction. It also does away the thought of individual salvation, by creating the impression that salvation is a
collective or social affair. This doctrine aims to set aside the con
sequences of sin in men, without getting rid of the sin itself.
While it gives Christ recognition as a great historical character,
in some mysterious sense divine, yet it allows Him no place in
the human heart, to put away sin. In other words, He is not
recognized as having assumed human form, in order to taste
death for every human soul.
Further extravagances of this modern religious view might be
cited, but enough is contained in the foregoing to show the
dangerous tendencies it metes out to all who adopt it. For if,
as Mr. R. J. Campbell, pastor of the London City Temple, says,
every human being has within himself the only and infallible
source and judge of truth, then man can not look to any higher
source for help in time of need, and no necessity exists for a
divine revelation to point the way from earth to heaven. It is
well to distrust all such theories; for they can never comfort the
inner man, as the good "old Book" has ever done. It is better
to stay by the old landmarks, and leave the result with the God
who rules on high.
j. o. c.
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63 — BENEFIT OF UNKNOWN TONGUES
What benefit is the gift of unknown
tongues to us who speak one language ?
There is a sect here that claim to speak
with unknown tongues, and claim that one
can not speak this tongue unless possessed
with the Holy Ghost. They get on the
floor and roll for the Holy Ghost.
j. H.
The gift of tongues the apostle Paul seemed to
have had more trouble with than any other in the
church, because it gave rise to more confusion, and
was subject to more deception.
Sometimes it
seemed to edify the man who spoke, but was not
to be compared in value to prophesying, or speaking for God. I Cor. 14: 1-5. He intimates that if
he came speaking with tongues, it would be of no
worth unless it were explained. Of what good is
a trumpet unless it is understood? Five words with
his understanding would be better than ten thousand
in an unknown tongue. Verse 19. See also verses
23, 24. Tongues in the early church seemed to
convince unbelievers who heard in their own
tongue. Verse 22. Compare with Acts 2:8-11.
The gift of tongues under the control of the
Spirit of God does not bring folly or confusion.
I Cor. 14:33. If there was no one to interpret
the unknown tongue, speakers were to keep silent.
Verses 27. 28. Most of the modern manifestations
of "unknown tongues" reveal no such order.

The man who truly and wisely seeks the gifts of
the Spirit of God will do it by yielding himself to
God for service; for it is for better, wiser, holier
service that God bestows His gifts, not as the man
wills and seeks, but as God will. See I Cor. 12: 7,
n, 18. The soul that is determined to have a
particular gift is not seeking in God's way, and is
putting himself in the best possible attitude to be
deceived by the devil, who has counterfeits for the
genuine. It has been demonstrated again and again
of late years that persons believing they had the
gift of the Chinese or Hindu or some other tongue
have gone to these countries only to learn they
were deceived. In some cases the "unknown"
language was a constant repetition of a very few
primary syllables utterly meaningless. "The best
gifts are those we can best use to glorify God and
edify humanity."

SYSTEMATIC
BIBLE STUDY

at such utterances as are made in the book of
Jonah, is that they are not acquainted with the
God of the Bible—'they have not taken pains to
observe His infinite power as shown in the great
things He has created. Any being who could make
a world like this upon which we live, and who
can form millions of suns, around which other
worlds are circling, is certainly able to form a
fish that would be capable of rescuing the prophet.
For note that the Word says the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. The
record does not speak of an ordinary fish .straying along at the particular time when Jonah was
thrown overboard, and incidentally swallowing
him; but the infinite God, who had created suns,
and systems of suns, and worlds to revolve about
them, had performed upon that occasion the much
smaller task of preparing a fish for the purpose
of swallowing Jonah. There was nothing difficult
for Him about this; nor is it difficult for the individual who understands the God of the Bible, to
believe.
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 19

have
W Ereading.

the book of Jonah in this week's
Skeptics have made a great deal of
sport of it; but the Master Himself placed the
stamp of approval on this book, when He was
here in person. The trouble with men who jeer
Page 11

Joel 2, 3, Amos,
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah
Read three chapters each week-day, and five on
the Sabbath.
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Organizing
trie ISJe^ Government
in Kiev? China
First President — Dis
solving Parliament—A New
Despotism Feared — China's
NJew Constitution — The
Financial Crisis

F. E. STAFFORD
Shanghai, China

R- STAFFORD has spent five years in China.
At first he tvas connected with the large Chir
HCSC publishing house that has wielded such a pow
erful influence in bringing about the transforma
tions that have made China so modern in many of
her governing aims and designs. Later Mr. Staf
ford's zvork has brought him in personal contact
with the masses of her people, so that he writes
from the standpoint of experience and his own
observation. He has given us four articles, of
which this is the first, in each of which he pre
sents some features of the material and the moral
conditions and problems of the great Oriental re
public. Next week he will tell of the progress in
education, the extension of railways and telegraphs,
increase in army and navy, the development of her
natural resources, and the suppression of the opium
traffic.
EDITOR.

S

INCE the election of Yuan Shi Kai as
president of China, October 6, 1913,
followed immediately by the formal recognition, by the world powers, of the new republic of the Pacific, much interest has been
displayed by the different nations, and by
individuals all over the world, in watching
the course .of events in the Orient, to see if
the great step contemplated by the Chinese
people could be actually carried forward to
completion.
Now that a year has passed, it will be interesting to note some of the events that
have occurred during that time. That a
backward movement should be reported in
many quarters is not surprising, when it is
considered how far the pendulum was swung
forward two years ago, at the time of the
revolution.
A UNITED COUNTRY
First of all, China. stands to-day as one
country, territorially intact, with the administrations of all the provinces loyal to the
central government, and the majority of the
people anxious to lay down their arms and
follow the pursuits of peace. Dr. Wu Ding-

fang says: ''The Chinese people are peaceloving by nature. Leave them to themselves,
let them have peace, and they are quite willing to be ruled. They are easily governed,
and under a good government will progress.
But let peace come first."
A SUITABLE GOVERNMENT
The question of a proper government to
fit the needs of the Chinese peoples seems to
be the key upon which the progress of the
country depends. Since the abdication of
the throne by' the Manchu emperor, much
experimenting has taken place and is still
going on as to just what is the best form of
government. When the president was inaugurated, October 10, 1913, he took solemn oath that he would "most sincerely obey
the constitution, and faithfully discharge the
duties of president," thus committing the
country to the form at least of a republican
government.
At that time, however, there was no constitution to obey, and absolutely nothing to
show what the duties of the president should
rightly be. Public opinion in regard to these
questions was not only divided, but of such
a hazy nature as to be thoroughly unreliable ; so it is not surprising at all that the
president's own ideas about his duties have
come to be adopted. Just whether this is
best for all concerned, it is impossible to
say at this early period; but one thing is
sure,— a republican government as ministered by the American people is not suitable
for China to-day.

charged that he is trying to set up another
monarchy in China. In view of these statements, some assertions made by the president in his inaugural address will be of interest.
He says: "My opinion is that the chief
and first principle of government consists
in the clear definition and promulgation of
legal systems, and the establishment and
maintenance of public order, that the people
may be united in the path of progress. I ,
have preferred the more conservative rather
than the extreme radical course, in order
that the fate of the people should not be put
to any risk. I am one of the citizens of the
country, and the single purpose of m\ heart
is to effect the salvation of the nation and
its people.
"Western scholars have said that the principal thing for a constitutional government is
the law, and that of a republican government
is morality. Therefore morality should be
considered as the cause, and the law as the
effect.
A republican government is one
that gathers the opinions of all its citizens ^
to form a complete system of law for the 1
strict observance of all, and liberty outside '
the law should be forsaken by all.
"Should permanent peace and order be
desired for the nation, it is imperative that
every man be enabled to obtain a livelihood,
which can only be clone by paying special
attention to agriculture, industry, and com
merce. The climate and natural resources
of our country are by no means inferior to
those of other powers, but these have never
been developed. Thus we are as a rich man
who has buried his riches under the ground,
and is complaining all the time of poverty.
There are two reasons for this condition:
"i. The education of the country is still
in its infant stage, and no attention has been
paid to physics, chemistry, steam, or electricity.
"2. There is no large capital. If there be
shortage of silver or gold, the means of exchange will be lacking. To introduce the
civilization and capital of foreign countries
is not only for the good of the country, but
for the good of the world at large; and \\
should never have any prejudice against foreigners, causing trouble and breaking the
laws of justice. I, the president, hereby declare that all the agreements, contracts, and

Is YUAN SHI KAI DESPOTIC?
Much has been written of late in the
papers describing the despotic character of
Yuan Shi Kai, and it has been openly
Page ISt
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treaties made between China and the governments of other nations during the time o:
the late Manchu government and the provisional government of the republic shall be
respected."

FALL OF THE KUOMINGTANG PARTY
Almost the first thing the president did
was to issue an order dissolving the Kuomingtang party, stating as the reason that
the members of this party were responsible
for the rebellion last summer and were still
plotting against the government. So their
headquarters were to be closed permanently,
and all Kuomingtang members of parliament were summarily dismissed.
When this was done, it was found that
there were not enough members left in the
parliament to make it a workable body; and
as it had been more of a hindrance than a
help from the start, the next logical step of
the president was to dissolve parliament.
This he did, promising to convoke the national assembly in due course, in accordance
with the provisional constitution.
As time went on, however, it was plain
that Yuan was in no hurry to do this; and
when, a little later, he proceeded one step
farther, and dissolved the provincial assemblies, it seemed as though the last vestige of
government by the people had disappeared.
Many of the heads of the government bureaus resigned. So for the time, the power
of government was unquestionably in the
hands of orre man, and that man supposedly
the president of the republic.

If You Can't Give Libraries
GIVE GOOD BOOKS
Have you ever wished that, like Mr. Carnegie,
you could give libraries to the people ?
Did it ever occur to you that the good books
in those libraries are of greater value than the
buildings ?
You can give good books, can't you?
If you are planning to remember, your friends
at the holiday season, you could not do better
than give good books. They are always ac
ceptable.

Selected Gift Books

r

The books shown in this advertisement are
especially suited for this purpose, and one or
more will be found for each member of the
family.
Remember this point: The authors had something more than profit in mind when they wrote
these books. Their primary purpose was to
meet the need that always exists for clean,
moral, uplifting literature. Not only are these
books all that they should be in this respect, but
they are intensely interesting as well — a happy
combination, truly.
(3) Best Stories from the Best Book
Board, 6oc; cloth....................... $0.75
(2) Christ Our Saviour

Board, 500; cloth. ......................

.75

(2) Elo the Eagle and Other Stories
Cloth .................................. i.oo
(3) Gospel Primer

Board, 350; cloth.......................

.60

(2) The House We Live In
Cloth .................................. i.oo
(2) Making Home Happy
Cloth

..................................

.75

(2) Making- Home Peaceful
Cloth ..................................

.75

(3) New Testament Primer
Board, 250 ; cloth.......................

.50

Board, 2$c ; cloth.......................
Presentation edition, cloth, gilt. .........

.50
.75

(1) Our Paradise Home
(1) Steps to Christ

Paper cover, 25c; cloth, plain........... .75
Presentation edition, cloth, gilt.......... I.oo
Russia, $1.00; Morocco de luxe. ........ 1.50

Vif.

(2) Story of Pitcairn Island
Cloth .................................. i .00
(2) Those Bible Readings

Cloth

..................................

.75

(2) Uncle Ben's Cobblestones
Cloth .................................. i.oo
(2) Young People's Library
Among the Northern Icebergs
John of Wycliffe
Left with a Trust
Two Cannibal Archipelagoes
Life on the Kongo
Native Life in India
Savonarola
Tonga Is'ands
Cloth, per volume. .............

.50

Letters from the Holy Land, in

CHINA'S CONSTITUTION
This convention assembled in due time;
and after the consideration of various matters, a committee was appointed to draft a
constitution. The draft was much discussed,
and many changes were made, but it was
finally passed, and became the provisional
law of the land on May i, 1914. It states in
part as follows:
"The republic of China is established by
the Chinese people. . . . The sovereignty
of the Chinese republic is vested in the whole
body of the people. . . . The territory of

*!%T« *

FOR MEN, WOMEN, YOUNG PEOPLE, and CHILDREN

BUILDING A NEW GOVERNMENT
The crisis had arrived. "What will he do
now ?" was asked by every one. Wise ones
shook their heads, and the people watched
with bated breath to see the die cast, to see
if the pendulum would swing back to monarchism.
First the vice-president, Li Yuan-hung,
was summoned to Pekin ; and he turned over
the command of the army at Hankow to
another general, and proceeded to headquarters, to take his part in the drama. General Li has been strong for Yuan from the
beginning, and the president was sure of one
Icyal supporter.
Yuan next began looking around for
trusted supporters who would fill the portfolio of cabinet officers ; and in a short time
he surrounded his office with a coterie of
followers, who at least would not hinder his
plans, whether they had ability to carry out
the duties of their various offices or not.
Thus constituted, the new government unfurled its sails to the wind.
Early in December, 1913, the various
provinces were asked to select delegates to
meet with the cabinet officers in a central
administrative conference, to which the general policy of the government would be submitted for discussion.
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paper cover only.................

.25

Those marked (I) are especially for adults and young people; those
marked (2), for young people and the older children; and (3), for the
little ones.

These books may be secured from our depos
itory in your own state.
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the republic consists of the twenty-two provinces, Inner and Outer Mongolia, and Kokonor. . . . The sovereignty of the republic is exercised by the national council, the
president, the cabinet, and the judiciary. . . .
The citizens of the republic are all equal, and
there shall be no racial, class, or religious
distinctions."
There are sixteen articles regarding the
president. They state that he is the head of
the nation, and the controlling power of the
administration. He represents the Chinese
republic, is responsible for its citizens, and
convokes the Lifayuan, or house of legislature. He declares the opening, suspension,
and closing of its sessions; and he may, with
the approval of the Tsangchengyuan, or administrative court, dissolve the Lifayuan.
He appoints the secretary of state and the
cabinet officers, and serves for a term of six
years. He has sole power to appoint and
to dismiss military officials, to declare war
and to conclude peace, to control the army
and the navy, to declare martial law, and
to make treaties; but in the last case, he
must have the approval of the Lifayuan if
the articles change territories or increase the
burdens of the people.
From these statements, it is perfectly apparent that the Chinese government is a gov
ernment by the few for the many, and the
principal power is in the hands of the executive of the land.
FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES
One of the first questions Yuan Shi Kai
faced was the very urgent one of the reorganizing of the finances of the nation.
Persons unfamiliar with the facts, probably
thought China had plenty of money to give
her a good start, from the quintuple loan
she secured last year; but upon close investigation, it appears that the largest part of
this $125,000,000, as soon as it was turned
over from the several governments to China,
was immediately returned to them, either on
back Boxer indemnity payments, or on short
term loans, or in settlement of claims arising
out of the revolution. . Thus for running expenses and the enormous demands of reorganization work, China was nearly in the
same position that she was in before. In
fact, she was worse off in one respect, and
that was that many of the provinces were
not remitting any receipts to the central government, but were spending all they could
collect locally, and securing private loans besides, which they tried to saddle onto the central government.
The minister of finance reported that besides the running expenses of the government, they would be compelled to meet, during 1914, payments of Boxer indemnities, interest on loans, etc., aggregating $205,850,ooo; so it would be necessary to take steps
at once to put the finances of the country
on some sound basis. He proposed the following measures of relief :
First, the conversion of short term loans
into long term loans, and the repayment of
loans bearing high interest with money borrowed at low interest.
Secondly, the issue of a six per cent
domestic loan secured on the stamp tax.
Thirdly, the entire reorganization of the
salt gabel.
Fourthly, internal revenue tax on tobacco
and wines, mines, traffic, deeds, legal papers,
etc.
Fifthly, income tax.
Sixthly, to petition the treaty powers to

allow China to increase her customs tariff.
And last but not least, to reform the currency.
Some of these reforms are under way
now, so that it is possible to see tangible
results from them. As the quintuple loan
was ^secured on the salt gabel, the reorganization of this source of revenue was put into
the hands of a foreigner, Sir Richard Dane;
and the latest reports are very encouraging
in regard to the possibilities from this tax.
It is coming in to the government now at the
rate of $3,000,000 a month, thus making
$36,000,000 for the first year; and as only
$25,000,000 of it is actually pledged for interest and debts, it leaves a nice balance for
China's reorganization fund.
This will
probably be used in the reformation of
the currency. The present plan, as outlined
by the currency reform law published in
January, is to adopt the yuan, or dollar, as
the standard coin, and besides this, mint
decimal coins as follows: fifty cents, twenty
cents, ten cents, silver; five cents nickel; two
cents and one cent, and five, two, and one li,
copper.
The new currency will be introduced
gradually, and all old coinages called in as
fast as consistent, the existing dollars being
regarded as equivalent to the new legal unit
until a certain date when the new yuan is in
general circulation.
Mr. F. A. Aglen, inspector-general of the
maritime customs, reports that the total customs revenues for 1913 amounted to about
$25,000,000 gold, showing a gain of $400,ooo over 1912. The amount collected was
more than enough to meet the payment of all
loans secured upon them, as well as the entire Boxer indemnity charge for 1913.
CHINESE NATIONAL LOAN
Just as we are mailing this article, the
newspapers announce that the proposed
domestic loan has been launched, and six per
cent bonds for $25,000,000 have been issued
by the government, secured on the surplus
profits of the Pekin-Hankow Railway. This
step is meeting with approval all over China,
and the bonds bid fair to be all subscribed
in a short time. $2,000,000 worth were
bought in Shanghai alone, the first day they
were put on the market.
This is a most encouraging omen for new
China, as it shows the confidence of Chinese
capital in the government; and it is only by
this means that China can put her house in
order, pay off her foreign loans, and become
independent. This issue has been such a
success that there is already talk of a second
bond issue.
On the same date, September 5, the Financial Bureau issues a statement showing the
amounts of each provincial revenue sent to
the central government for the month of
July, the grand total being $13,989,583.
These figures speak louder than words, and
to the friends and well-wishers of China, it is
a source of great satisfaction to see the spirit
of cooperation manifest. We trust it may
continue to grow until the Chinese government is firmly established upon a solid foundation.
SANITARIUM COOKING OIL
"The Oil of Quality"
Pure Cotton Seed Oil direct from refinery.
Sweet, wholesome, and delicious.
4 i-gallon cans, $3.20; s-gallon can, $3.50;
2 5-gallon cans, $6.90; 3o-gallon barrel. $17.85;
SO-gallon barrel, $28.25. Cash with order.
SANITARIUM COOKING OIL Co.
Louisville, Ky.
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NOW READY
Features

Satan's Arrest and Imprisonment
When Satan is bound for 1,000 years,
will there be a millennium of peace
and safety? You" will know after reading about it in the January number.
Shall Peace Follow This Warp
Those who have studied the Bible
prophecies closely, say there will be.
You will find this article to" the point
on this question.
The Lapsed Brotherhood of Man
The intense hatred of the European
belligerents for one another forms the
basis of this article. It is significant.
Don't fail to read about it.
"How Do the Beasts Groan!"
A prophecy from an ancient book partially fulfilled to-day.
The Nations Are Angry
Human Suffering
Luxury, Profligacy, Then War
The Ledger of Heaven

Why Not
order this monthly magazine of 48 page?
and cover to be sent to your home regularly? The subscription price is but $1.00
a year. If unacquainted with it, send a
dime, or ten cents in stamps, for a copy.
Order of our 'depository in your state
(see list on page 15) or
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Mountain View, Cal.

The Sabbath
Following is a list of tracts in our "Bible
dents' " and "Apples of Gold" libraries as it
pears in our regular tract catalogue.
These
short, comprehensive studies that you will
most helpful.
THE SABBATH QUESTION
The Seventh, or One Seventh! (A.G.L.
Historical Facts and Incidents (A.G.L.
Day of the Sabbath ........ (A.G.L.
Which Day Do You Keep!
and Why! .............. (A.G.L.
Is Sunday the Sabbath! .... (A.G.L.
Sunday in a Nutshell ....... (A.G.L.
Why Not Found Out Before! (B.S.L.
Jewish ................... (B.S.L.
From Sabbath to Sunday .... (B.S.L.
Identical Seventh Day ...... (B.S.L.
The Seal of God and the
Mark of the Beast ....... (B.S.L.
The Lord's Day ........... (B.S.L.
New Testament Sabbath ..... (B.S.L.
Sabbath in the Greek ........ (B.S.L.
Who Changed the Sabbath! . . (B.S.L.
Elihu on the Sabbath ........ (B.S.L.
The Bible or Tradition! ..... (B.S.L.
The Christian Sabbath ....... (B.S.L.
On orders for less than 10 cents
for postage.
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Does TKis Favor AlcoKolism ?

I

T is stated that one hundred thousand to
one hundred forty thousand die annually
from the use of alcohol. This is denied on
the basis of the death record.
We wish to note this fact for the benefit
of the reader, and we are sure he or she will
see its reasonableness: It is almost: an invariable thing that a death from alcoholism
is never so recorded, unless the victim dies
of delirium tremens, where the case is so
clearly evident that there is no evading it.
But even in these cases, a different cause is
sometimes, given.
The reason for this is that no relative of
a deceased person wishes it to go on record
that he died of alcoholism. Possibly some
other term is substituted for that. But when
we take into consideration the inciting and
contributing causes of death, it is almost impossible to estimate the vast number who
die from alcohol.
Many succumb who
would not if the system had not been weakL" ened by alcohol. It is safe to say that in
I this way one hundred thousand, and perhaps
\ many more, die every year in the United
States as the direct result of liquor drinking.
M. c. W.

THE THREE BEST WAYS
BETWEEN

California andthe East
The CENTRAL ROUTE
Less than three days to Chicago

The SOUTHERN ROUTE
All rail or via the palatial Southern Pacific
steamers between New Orleans
and New York

The SHASTA ROUTE
Via Portland or the North

The best of equipment and service
Protected throughout by automatic block signals
INQUIRE OF ANY AGENT, OR

taok Notice
"THE MAKING OF CHRISTIANITY, an Exhibit of
Hebrew and Christian Messianic Apocalyptical
Philosophy and Literature," by John C. C. Clarke,
D. D. 423 pages. The Associated Authors, Inc.,
New York.
The author takes the position that the symbolical
parts of the Bible are meant to illustrate principles
in the conflict between good and evil, and that they
deal scarcely at all with events still future at the
time of writing. The effort to show that this was
the way they were intended to be understood,
naturally leads to some strained construction of
their words. He deals not only with Daniel and
the Revelation, but with many passages in both the
Old and the New Testament, as well as in Philo,
Enoch, and the Apocrypha. The striking parallels
between passages from these different sources which
are exhibited in this work, are interesting, and
worthv the attention of the Bible student.

rW

Good Songs

E take pleas.ure in calling the attention of our
readers to a number of good songs that have
been published by Charles P. Whitford, one of our
best known singing evangelists. The titles are as
follows:

SERIES No. i
1.
2.
3.
4.

Mansions for AH Over There.
The Call of the Vesper Bells.
The Lamb of Calvary.
Sabbath Morning Hymn.
SERIES No. 2
r. Sing the Songs of Zion.
2. In His Likeness.
3. The Sea of Life.
4. When the Saviour Shall Come.
SERIES No. 3
1. The Breaking of the Day.
2. The Captain of the Guard.
3. Homeward.
4. Our Eden Home.
SERIES No. 4
I. Mercy's Final Call.
a. Footsteps That Never Come.
3. Jesus Is Coming Again.
;
4. O, Where Are the Sowers?
•
Price a set, 20 cents. The entire four sets for
60 cents. Every purchaser will be presented with a
beautiful poem entitled "Tell Her So." Address
Charles P. Whitford, Drawer 28, Orlando, Florida.

" Scriptural Exercise
A game comprising sixty cards on fifteen Biblical
subjects. Calculated to awaken an interest in Bible
study, and suitable alike for young and old. Price
50 cents, post-paid. Address Mrs. M. E. Steward,
Sanitarium, California.

MR. C. S. FEE
General Passenger Agent
San Francisco, California

SOUTHERN PACIFIC
f • f
are broken, cast
I x^«> //•» aside, soon forgot^ ^/ \J ^ ten.
Frequently
*^
they are of little
value from an educational point of
view.
Not so with Our Little Friend, the
children's favorite weekly 8-page
paper. For twenty-four years, it has
entertained with its stories, instructed
.with its lessons, and strongly influenced for good with its uplifting articles.
Little Friend Children Are Wise
Those boys and girls who have
read this paper themselves, and those
to whom it has been read, know how
to do things, can tell much about the
habits and characteristics of God's
creatures — animals, birds, fishes, insects — and trees, flowers, and other
things of nature.
Unlike many other children, they
know about Moses, Joseph, the children of Israel, and other Bible personages. Through its columns, they have
learned to be considerate of others,
and to help mother in many ways.
It helps make unruly boys and girls
good, and good ones better. An ideal
companion for any boy or girl, is
Our Little Friend.
Have it sent in his or her own name, for
a year. Send 70 cents with order to our depository in your state. See list on this page.
Page IS
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Our Depositories
Alabama Tract Society, 316 Lyric Bldg., Birmingham, Ala.
Alberta Tract Society, Drawer U, Lacombe, Alberta, Canada.
Arizona Tract Society, 417 "West Fifth St., Los Angeles, Cal.
Arkansas Tract Society, 37 E. South St., Fayetteville, Ark.
British Columbia Tract Society, 1708 Maple St., Vancouver,
B. C., Canada.
California Bible House, 537 Twenty-fifth St., Oakland, Cal.
California-Nevada Tract Society, 341 E. Lodi Ave., Lodi, Cal.
California Tract Society, Southern, 417 W. Fifth St., Los
Angeles, Cal.
Canadian Publishing Association (Eastern Canada), Box
308, Oshawa, Ont., Canada.
Centra] California Bible House, Box 1304, Fresno, Cal.
Chesapeake Tract Society, 1611 Ellamont St., Baltimore, Md.
Colorado Tract Society, Eastern, 1112 Kalamath St., Denver, Colo.
Colorado Tract Society, Western, 122 S. Eighth St., Grand
Junction, Colo.
Cumberland Tract Society (Eastern Tennessee), Graysville,
Tenn.
District of Columbia Tract Society, 708 McLachlen Bldg.,
Washington, D. C.
Florida Tract Society, 19 W. Church St., Orlando, Fla.
Georgia Tract Society, 169 Bryan St., Atlanta, Ga.
Hawaiian Tract Society, 767 Kinau St., Honolulu, H. T.
Idaho Tract Society, Southern, Room 327 Sonna Building,
Boise, Idaho.
Illinois Tract Society, Northern, 3645 Ogden Ave., Hawthorne Sta., Chicago, 111.
Illinois Tract Society, Southern, 304 W. Alien St., Springfield, 111.
Indiana Tract Society, 521 E. 23d St., Indianapolis, Ind.
Iowa Tract Society, Nevada, Iowa.
Kansas Tract Society, Room 614 Buttes Bldg., cor. First
St. and Lawrence Ave., Wichita, Kan.
Kentucky Tract Society, Nicholasville, Ky.
Louisiana Tract Society, 810 Jackson Ave., New Orleans, La.
Maine Tract Society, 75 Grant St., Portland, Maine.
Manitoba Tract Society, 290 Bannerman Ave., Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada.
Massachusetts Tract Society, South Lancaster, Mass.
Michigan Tract Society, East, 426 Trumbull Ave., Detroit,
Mich.
Michigan Tract Society, North, 510 Petoskey St., Petoskey,
Mich.
Michigan Tract Society, West, 1214 Madison Aye., Grand
Rapids, Mich.
Minnesota Tract Society, 336 East Lake St., Minneapolis,
Minn.
Mississippi Tract Society, 932 Union St., Jackson, Miss.
Missouri Tract Society, 203 W. Franklin St., Clinton, Mo.
Montana Tract Society, 411 S. Black Ave., Bozeman, Mont.
Nebraska Bible Supply House, 905 N. California Ave.,
Hastings, Neb.
Nevada (See California-Nevada Missionary Society).
New England Tract Society, Northern, 136 N. Main St.,
Concord, N. H.
New England Tract Society, Southern (Rhode Island and
Connecticut), 51 Whitmore St., Hartford, Conn.
New Hampshire (See Northern New England).
New Jersey Tract Society, 200 Columbus Ave., Trenton,
N. J.
New Mexico Tract Society, Box 286, Albuquerque, New
Mexico.
New York Tract Society (Greater), Room 904, 32 Union
Square, New York, N. Y.
New York Tract Society, 317 W. Bloomfield St., Rome,
N. Y.
New York Tract Society, Western, 8 E. Jefferson St., Salamanca, N. Y.
North Carolina Tract Society, 711 W. Lee St., Greensboro, N. C.
North Dakota Tract Society, Drawer N, Jamestown, N. Dak.
Ohio Tract Society, Box 187, Mount Vernon, Ohio.
Oklahoma Tract Society, P. O. Box 644. Oklahoma City. Okla.
Oregon Missionary Society, Western, 508 E. Everett St.,
Portland, Ore.
Oregon Tract Society, Southern, 1164 Military St., Roseburg, Ore.
Pennsylvania Tract Society, Eastern, 4910 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa.
Pennsylvania Tract Society, Western, 7155 Mt. Vernon St.,
Pittsburgh, Pa.
Saskatchewan Tract Society, Box 244, Regina, Sask.,
Canada.
South Carolina Tract Society, 1208 Calhoun St., Columbia, S. C.
South Dakota Tract Society, Drawer R, Redfield, S. Dak.
Tennessee River Tract Society (Western Tennessee), 509
Cole Bldg., Nashville, Tenn.
Texas Tract Society, North, Box 15, Keene, Texas.
Texas Tract Society, South, Box 392, Austin, Texas.
Texas Tract Society, West, Box 16, Abilene, Texas.
Upper Columbia Tract Society, College Place, Wash. .
Utah Tract and Bible Society, 776 E. Sixth So., Salt Lake
City, Utah.
Vermont (See Northern New England).
Virginia Tract Society, 2705 W. Main St., Richmond, Va.
Washington Missionary Society, Western, Box Q, Auburn,
Wash.
West Virginia Tract Society, 124 Marion St., Fairmont,
W. Va.
Wisconsin Tract Society, Box 57, Grand Rapids, Wis.
Wyoming Tract Society, Crawford, Neb.

Above is a list of our authorised agencies and
depositories, and we invite you to communicate
with them if you wish to secure any books or peri
odicals advertised in this journal.

Wanted for Missionary Work
Literature for missionary work, James Harvey,
1729 Grove Street, Oakland, California.
A continuous supply of SIGNS. Watchman,
Liberty, and Protestant, for missionary work.
Mrs. L. A. Calhoun. N. Chillicothe, Illinois.
Their Cause, Prevention, and Cure.
^

treat colds successfully without drugs. Better "yet,
it tells how to live so as not to "catch" colds. Address our depository (see list above) in your
state or
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION
Mountain View, California
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He Is Coming Again
HE Lord Jesus Christ is coming again, and
T
He is coming very soon. While He was here
in person, He told His disciples that He would
return. A large part of the divine Book is devoted
to the promises of His coming, to describing the
manner of His return, and to giving us the evidence by which we may know that the event is
near.
The fact that men will laugh at the thought of
His returning, that they will refuse to consider
the evidence, does not set the matter aside. In
fact, He has told us "that there shall come in the
last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
and saying. Where is the promise of His coming?
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue
as they were from the beginning of the creation."
2 Peter 3:3, 4. According to this text, instead of
the scoffer who ridicules the second coming of
Christ being a hindrance, that will set the great
event to one side, he is merely an evidence that
the Master knew how to foretell even what men
would be saying "in the last days."
God's prophecies are so numerous and so clear
that those who take time to study them are aroused
to tell the world that the end of all things is at.
hand, and that the glorious appearing of the blessed
Christ is a near-by event. But the scoffer, in
order to quiet Tiis fears, derisively asks, "Where
is the promise of His coming?" He refuses the,
evidence, and scoffs at the thought of it. The
Master knew that he would do this, and foretold it.
That great day is coming. Jesus will soon return. The world will be made up of two classes.
The one will study the evidence, and be ready for
the event; the other will be scoffing at it. It is
for each individual to decide which class he will
be in.

Prodigality and Wastefulness
T is asserted, on good authority, that the taxes
Ibonded
of the world have been doubled since 1897. The
indebtedness of the world, largely for war

world has always moved along in some way, and
risen above it. But as was recently stated by Mr.
Balfour at the lord mayor's banquet in London,
"We live in times for which there is no precedent."
This is literally true. History furnishes no precedent whatever for the times in which we are living. Never before was the world a single neighborhood through the instrumentalities of the telegraph, the railroad, and the steamship; and our
problems to-day are not neighborhood problems,
but world problems. It behooyes the sober-minded
people of this generation to think; and the more
they think, the more they will recognize the fact
that there is no light ahead for us unless we can
find it through the inspired prophets, who were
enabled by divine vision to pierce the future. But
turning to these, the future is all lighted up, and
we may know, if we will, what the conditions of
this time portend, and what will be the outcome.

Communing v?ith tke Spirits
OLIVER LODGE, in a recent speech in
SwasIRLondon,
expressed his conviction that there
positive evidence of a future existence. A few
sentences from his speech are the following: "I
say this on definite scientific grounds. I say it
because I know that certain friends of mine still
exist, because I have talked to them. Communication is possible, but one must obey the laws to
find out the conditions."
Sir Oliver Lodge is one of the world's eminent
scientists. He, with many other leading characters,
has been devoting a great deal of time to "psychical
research." These men are endeavoring to find out,
in a "scientific way," that there is a future life;
and instead of basing their evidence upon the word
of the infinite God. they tell us that they are sure
of a future life because they have conversed with
the spirits of those who have died.
Communing with the spirits is no new thing.
Among the laws that Moses gave to the Israelites
was this:
"Regard not them that have familiar spirits,
neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by th,cm :
I am the Lord your God." Lev. 19:31.
And through'/the prophet Isaiah is sent out this
warning:
"When they shall say unto you, Seek unto them
that have familiar spirits and unto the wizards,
that chirp and that mutter: should not a people
seek unto their God? on behalf of ' the living
should they seek unto the dead?" Isa. 8: 19,'A, R. V.

preparations, is in round numbers $37,000,000,000.
The same Bible that gives us these positive
When the war in Europe is over, this sum will laws against experimenting with the supposed
certainly be increased from one fourth to one half spirits of the dead, tells us that "the dead know
or more.
not anything." Eccl. 9:5. The Bible teaches that
Referring to this condition of increasing debt, there is utter unconsciousness between the death
Dr. Jordan says that "instead of living beyond our of the individual and his resurrection.
means, we are living beyond the means of the
The idea of an immortal soul that lives on after
fourth generation," and then he adds, "There is death, is a pure superstition. It has no scientific
certainly a dangerous portent in a prosperity that foundation under it whatever, and furthermore it
rests on taxing the future, and in the steady in- has the most positive declarations of the Bible
flation of values, because we waste so large a per- against it. But some of the worst delusions with
centage of all our increments of effort." And which the closing days of time will be cursed will
the doctor quotes Leroy-Beaulieti as having de- be brought about through the seducing spirits of
clared that "the world has rarely before been so the fallen angels, that will claim to be the spirits
badly governed. Its financial affairs are 'in the ' of the dead. The apostle says, "The Spirit speakhands of incurable prodigals and improvident ex- eth expressly, that in the latter times some shall
perimenters.' "
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
Statements of this character coming from men spirits, and doctrines of devils." I Tim. 4:1.
who are making no particular study of the prophe- Millions jof people are seduced by these fallen
cies, and who therefore can not be said to be try- spirits, jijst as the Bible said they would be; but
ing to make out a case, are strikingly significant those who actually believe and follow God's word
when placed alongside such utterances as we find will not be entrapped in this matter.
in the fifth chapter of James, where the prophet
calls attention to the heaping together of treasure
in the last days, and to the wanton prodigalities
Hold-Ups and Robberies
and extravagant luxuries of those who are spending their money in sensual pleasures without any
NE of the San Francisco papers has the folrealizing sense of the conditions into which they
lowing significant heading: "Seven Held Up
are plunging the world.
in a Night in City Streets — Footpads Work Boldly
Men may justly be alarmed over what is con- — They Slug and Beat Victims in Various Secfronting us, particularly in the field of finance, tions of the Town — Homes Also Are Looted."
where so much is involved in the rapidly increasing Such conditions are common in all of our large
debts of the leading cities, as well as of the nations cities, and they are permitted to flourish because
in which these cities are located. Much of this the officers of the law have become corrupted and
increasing debt in cities is due to downright dis- are a party to the thievery and looting. Honest
honesty. Everybody recognizes and deplores this citizens are grappling with conditions of this kind
fact. Much of the increasing debt of the nations everywhere; but men ignore such facts, and pass
is due to the preparations for war. Such things right on humming over to themselves the song
can not continue without world-wide bankruptcy that the world is getting better and better.
and world-wide ruin.
If men would only exercise their ordinary faculSome men try to get comfort out of the thought ties, instead of allowing themselves to be hypnothat similar conditions have existed in the world tized by prevailing sentiment, they would awake
before, and that regardless of the evil portents, the to the fact that the people of this world are moving
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with awful strides in the direction of ruin and
destruction. A person who points out these things
is not an alarmist in the sense of being one who
is making a stir about nothing. He is merely stating fact; and if the facts as they exist alarm
people, surely people ought to be alarmed, for
there is really occasion for it. Indeed, the conditions, become such, just before the close of time,
that God says:
"Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an
alarm in My holy mountain : let all the inhabitants
of the land tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand; a clay of darkness and
of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the morning spread upon the mountains:
a great people and a strong; there hath not been
ever the like, neither shall be any more after it,
even to the years of many generations." Joel
2:1, 2.
God calls for an alarm to be sounded among
His own people. Many of them are not awake to
the situation. They are disregarding God's plain
warnings, which tell them the meaning of the conditions that surround us in the world. Sooner or
later each individual will become alarmed. If we
allow ourselves to be alarmed in time to forsake
our sins and to avail ourselves of the great plan
of salvation, we will be prepared for the final
climax when it is reached. But how sad it will
be for those who refuse the warnings until the—>
final awakening comes, when it is forever too late T
for them to prepare for the crisis that is hanging }
over this world !
'
The second coming of Christ is even at the
doors. The conditions in the world everywhere
ai'e calling for His personal presence. And when
He comes, He comes to save those who are ready;
but the Book says that all the wicked will be
destroyed by the brightness of His glorious appearing.

Impressed by Prohibition
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ROHIBITION did not carry in the recent elections in California; but nevertheless, it has
made a very profound impression upon the liquor
interests. The attorney for the "California Grape'
Protective Association" has come out with an urgent recommendation, to his clients, of sweeping
reforms that they should work for. The saloon
must be cleaned up. Drastic laws should be secured against the sale of intoxicating liquors to
minors, women, or persons intoxicated. He also
recommends that all saloons be closed at midnight
and on Sundays.
It is a recognized fact that the saloon is one
of the worst enemies society has. In the saloon
the pickpockets, the thieves, and the highwaymen
usually have their headquarters. Not that aS!.
saloons are of that character; but many of them
are, and the only safe thing for the "California
Grape Protective Association" and everybody else
is to have the saloons completely closed.

THE University of California sends out the information regarding the foot and mouth disease
among animals, that "cattle are most frequently
infected. Next in order come hogs, sheep, and
goats. Horses, dogs, cats, and even poultry have
been in rare cases affected. But these animals,
especially the last three mentioned, are particularly
dangerous as carriers of the disease. Man is not
immune to this disease, and children drinking raw
milk from affected animals may develop blisters
similar to those in the cattle. The affection in
man is not serious, and recovery promptly follows."
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JUDGE WILLIS BROWN, of Salt Lake City, in a
talk to students of the Northwestern University,
of Illinois, said, "Cigarette smoking is a growing
vice in our colleges and schools, and no smoker
of cigarettes can achieve distinction in finance
or statesmanship or any other useful line of duty."
Young men should taRe such statements to heart,
and not place upon themselves the handicap of
cigarette smoking.
THE wine grape business is not a paying one.
Why plead for it? About the only profit seems
to be, not to the grape grower, but to the wineries.
Let it go. Other crops will pay better.
IT is stated that China will have the largest display of any foreign nation at the Panama-Pacific
Exposition at San Francisco.
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