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with every accommodation for sleeping, as well as for caring
for the meals of those in the service.

Plans as authorized by you are now under way for the
construction of more house-cars, not only for the classes
but also for the colporteurs, and it is our hope to have a
large number of cars sweeping the country from coast to
coast during 1929.

I would like to tell you of the many wonderful experi-
ences that the friends have had and of the many advantages
of these house-cars, as told by the friends, but time will not
permit. However, I will take the space to quote from two
or three letters:

“One thing was brought out very clearly in the work,
and that is the great advantage of the house-car as a means
of reachilng the greatest number of people in the shortest
time, at minimum expense. Additlonally, the territory where
the car worked has been canvassed many times; but still
there Is room, and the way has been prepared for the mes-
sage, It is a wonderful and economical way to bear wit-
ness to the truth in the scattered territory, and these cars
seem to fill a long-felt want.”"—Geo. Young.

“Durlng all of last month the house-car has been working
In territory very sparsely settled, operating under what
would ordinarily be considered great hardships. Real roads
are 50 few and the homes often so scattered that thirty
calls make a long day’s work. In spite of these things the
brethren who have been out are all very enthuslastic about
this feature of the Lord’s work. We find Sunday the best
day to work and have had very few objections.”—Geo.
P. Nalsh,

“ ‘More cars and more workers' should be our slogan, and
must be if the witness is to be effective. I am assured that
never has a better work been done than that at present
being performed by these cars, and still there is room for
more. Surely our heavenly Father is abundant in his good-
pess in providing such full and free opportunities for the
glorification of his name. I can only see the need for more
cars, and pray that the Lord will supply that need. All
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the workers hre most enthusinstic and ask only for further
opportunities.”—Geo. A. Ware,

BCHOOL TEAMS

The house-car work is taking, to a large degree, the place
of the school team service. Thia year we had only two cars
In the school team work, but these teams have done ex-
cellent work. They have not held as many meetings as in
previous years, directing their efforts more particularly to
the canvassing feature The total sales of books and book-
lets amounted to 14,928.

COLPOBTEURS

The number of colporteurs in the fleld has averaged only
fitty. It is regrettable to note that so few are engaged in
this noble feature of the Lord’s service. Those who have
been engaged therein, however, have given a good account
of themselves, having placed during the year 139,792 books.
In thelr service they have had much Indeed to contend
with; particulariy is thils true in regard to the activity in
the Province of Quebec. There the opposition of the Catho-
e clergy continues in no uncertain way. Time and again
the brethren have been arrested, cast into prison, balled
out, the cases fought, and, by the Lord’s grace, the victory
won. In fact, in every case thus far the decision of the
courts has been in favor of the colporteurs. So we have
much to be thankful for.

NEWFOUNDLAND WORK

To the end that a greater witness might be made In
Newfoundland, Brother J. D. MacLennan, of Glace Bay,
wis sent over there to take charge of the work in that
Innd. Owing to the fact that the greater bulk of the people
live along the comst line and are inaccessible by railway,
inasmuch as the rallroad runs through more or less the
center of the country and the highways are not such as
to allow serving by automobile, a boat was purchased to
care for the work in the outlylng territory. It is n boat
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55 feet long, 1131 feet beam, 7 feet high, 84 tons gross. I
had hoped that this boat would be in service in May, but
owing to Brother MacLennan's belng very serlously sick
for several weeks and then, further, one or two becoming
traitors to thelr trust, the boat was held up until July;
but I am glad to report that after it did get into action the
results were very encouraging, 2,411 books having been
placed.

Inasmuch as we could not get a brother in the truth
qualified to serve as engineer, we had to hire a man outside,
and these delaya cost money. The total expense in connec-
tlon with the operation of the boat amounted to $850.71,
showlng a net loss of $557.71. This, of course, was quite
disappolntlng. However, a beginning has been made and
the witness given, and I look to the Lord to overrule and
bless all to redound to his praise and glory.

I am happy to report thet for next year I have arranged
for two brethren to go over from Canada, one a quallified
engineer who has been in the colporteur service in ‘Western
Canada for some time and who Is thoroughly acquainted
with Newfoundland, having been born there and engaged in
the seafaring business in and around that country for some

years.
REGIONAL BSERVICE DIRECTORS

The abandoning of the pilgrim department and the in-
auguration of that of the regional service directors hase
proven to be an excellent change. In place of the pilgrims’
admonishing the brethren to activity in the service, yet stay-
ing at home themselves, they too are now leading the forces
in their active service work. In place of saying “Go” they
are saylng ‘“Come”. This has resulted in great encourage-
ment to the friends everywhere. The example is good and
the Lord will bless those who are faithfully setting a proper
example to the workers—an example of active service ac-
companied with an enthusiasm based upon faith In and love
for the Lord’s cause.

Hvery one of the Lord's people now 1s active. The falth-
fulness and zeal of the Lord’s people, prompted by their
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love for Jehovah and his cause, is catching, and this is re-
flected In po ubncertain way in the wonderful results that
have been obtained in this field of activity during the past
year. While still some may doubt that we have passed from
the Elijah phase of the church’s activity into that of Elisha,
and that the Lord has in very fact poured forth a double
portion of his spirit upon his people, those who are abiding
In the secret place of the Most High and who are ‘walking
in the light as he is in the light’' are in no doubt upon the
point. Of course all recognize that success Is in itself no
evidence of the Lord’s favor or approval, but when one
knows clearly from the Lord’s Word that the work he is
engaged In is the work of God In the earth, and then sees
that work prospering in his hands, he knows that the Lord’s
blessing 1s attending his efforts.

The great change of the work from the Elijah phase to
the Elisha phase, and the pouring forth of a double portion
of the Lord's spirit upon his people’s efforts, is impressively
revealed by making comparison between the results attend-
ing the efforts of God's people In the earth in 1918 as com-
pared with 1028. The following comparison shows what
has taken place in this land, and I know that what has
taken place here is simply an illustration of what has taken
place the world over. It might be well also to bear in
mind that these excellent results were obtained despite the
fact that the Lord's people were engaged for six weeks of
the year in the petition campaign work, and during that
time few books were placed In the hands of the people.

COMPARBATIVE BTATEMENT

1918 1928
Letters and cards recelved 1,875 19,209
Letters and cards dispatched 2,001 19,717
Circulars dispatched 3,000 26,812
Parcels shipped 950 13,836
*Sales 10,005 694,809

*An increase of 6848%. Surely the Lord has granted unto
his people a double portion of his splriti
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YOREIGN
FRENCH WOREK

The witness among the French people is gradually in-
creasing as the prejudice is being broken down. A con-
slderable increase has taken place thls year in the amount of
French literature placed in the hands of the people, as com-
pared with previous years.

TUKRBAINIAN WORK

In additlon to Brother Zarysky and other brethren servs
Ing as representatives of the Soclety in visiting the classes,
we have had in the service one school team. Owing to the
poverty of these people, however, and to the fact that they
are so scattered, it has been a difficult service to perform ;
and while the results have not been great, they have been
considerable, and we trust that the Lord’s blessing will rest
thereon. This work has been included herein under the
heading “School Teams”.

In accordance with your authorization, arrangements have
now been completed for the Ukrainian work to be organized
with an office in Winnipeg, under the directlon of Brother
Zarysky, and we hope that it will result in giving a greater
witness to the people of the Ukrainian tongue.

GERMAR WORK

‘While an effort was put forth to arrange for a more
actlve campaign among the German people during the year,
little in fact was done. It had been our hope to arrange
for a school team to work among the people of the German
tongue, but this we have failed to do. The Lord has ralsed
up none who are qualified to serve as permanent workers,
but in hls providence a one-day convention was held in
southern Saskatchewan, and his blesslng was poured out
upon them om that occasion. During a portion of the year
one brother was sent forth, and the friends were much
encouraged by his services.
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CONVENTIONS

All told, arrangements were completed for fourteen con-
ventions. Of this number nine were for the English brethren
and five for the forelgn. They were service conventions, and
the Lord blessed them to the end that a good witness was
given by his people upon each occasion. All went away
strengthened and refreshed, and we trust the conventions
have resulted in much good.

In view of the results obtained It 18 hardly necessary to
state that the friends throughout this land are in a very
healthy condition spiritually. They are more united today
then ever before in the history of the church. There have,
of coursze, been some local troubles in different ecclesias,
and one or two divislons. This, however, is no more than
we should expect. The facts show that the zeal of the
Lord and the joy of the Lord go hand in hand. The Lord's
people are happy and joyful in his service, loving to spend
and be epent In singing forth the honor of his name.

In this gervice we have all been greatly strengthened and
helped by the wonderful articles that have come forth in
The Wailch Tower. Truly the Lord bas richly blessed you
in your service, and us through you. May his blessing con-
tinue to abide with you and aboundl

The office and factory staff here have had a great amount
of work to do and have been happy In that. They have
faithfully done with their mlght what thelr hand has found
to do.

COMPARATIVE S@TATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
September 80, 1928

1927 1928
Puobllc meetings 1,286 572
Class meetings 1,197 1,198
Attendance at public meetings 120,320 61,076
Attendance at reglonal class meetlngs 75,803 50,881
Service directors on road, averaga ] 4
Auxlliaries on road, average 7 8

School teams on road, average 3 2
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Miles traveled by reglonal service directors 135,618 66,166

Golden Age subscriptions 4,226 8,785
Watch Tower subscriptions 4,505 4,120
Letters and cards received 29,254 19,209
Letters and cards dispatched 29,820 19,717
Circulars dispatched 24,472 26,612
Parcels dispatched 18,640 13,836
Sales Volumes 1-7, English 24,281 18,180
Sales Volumes 1-7, foreign 1,517 1,265
Delvverance 387,181 23,283
Creation 32,081
Freedom for the Peoples 201,856
Reconciliation 2,202
Government 1,127
The Harp of God 22,775 21,583
Booklets and miscellaneous books 819,628 803,432
Total pleces of lierature sold 405,392 094,809
Free literature distributed 925,800 270,797
Colporteurs in field, average 60 50
House-cars in service 11
Books sold by house-cars 87,014
Printed: Freedom booklets 300,000

Icelandic Millions 2,000

It will be seen that the subscriptions for The Waich
Tower are fewer, and the actual workers in the fleld
fewer; yet there were more books and booklets put
in the hands of the people during the year by 289,417 copies
than durilng the previous year. This reminds us of the
words of Jesus: “For unto every one that hath shall be
glven, and he shall have abundance: but from him that
hath not shall be token away éven that which he hath.”
(Matt. 25:29) The Lord's work will go oh to & completion
and to hls glory.

COLORED
Some wonder at times why there is a Colored
branch. This is not because there is any difference
between the white and the colored brethren. The real
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reason is to afford our colored brethren a better op-
portunity to meet the people of their own race and to
interest them in the Lord’s work. When there is a
convention for the consecrated the colored brethren
meet with the white, of course.

The brother who has charge of this worl in Ameri-
ca is in fact a service director. H¢ travels {from place
to place organizing the classes and encouraging them,
and shows them the great advantage of service. The
work during the year has been progressing and has
had the Lord’s blessing. From the report of the field
service director, Brother Banks, the following is

quoted:

The conditions afield are little different from those of
last year. True there are some who are not walking with
us this year, and this seems io Indicate a continued test
of “faithfulness” (Hab. 2:4). But the causes of the diver-
gence are not doctrinal differences, but rather a slowing
down as a result of lack of spiritual vision on the part of
those who are looking with a longing eye upon the material
things, and who possibly never have seen the unfolding of
the heavenly thlngs “prepared for the remnant”, Again
there are some who have glven evidences of divine favor
in the past, and who have been so saturated with the
knowledge of the truth prlor to the present test of service,
Just as a sponge would be saturated for the purpose of
waterlng plants or growing flowers. These were ‘“so happy
they did not know what to do”. Now that we see with a
clearer light what is the will of the Lord; when the light of
the moon has become as the light of the sun, and the sun
is sevenfold, as the light of seven days, there is now a de-
light in squeezing the sponge and In carrying the good news
of the kingdom to the benighted “multitudes in the valley of
decislon”; and pow we are so happy that we DO know
what to do and have the privllege of doing it, and this
brings additlonal joy. To eat and drink at the Master’s
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table in the Lord’'s house appears to be condltional, as
when in colonial days the “Those who will not work may
not eat” rule was in vogue. To serve the Lord wlth glad-
ness, to wear the “wedding garment”, is now understood and
practised by some more than by others.

All classes and Individuals making service essential to
thelr falth (fulness) are those who see eye to eye and have
little or no time for dissensions or quarrels. These are
satlsfied with thelr portion and are generous enough to
wish the same for others and labor to give expressions in
deeds for their highest good. But, on the other hand, where
there is quarreling and strife for advantage, the spirit of
servlice Is quenched.

The literature appears to be one of the things “prepared”,
as it serves a3 a means of gaining admlttance to the homes
and an introduction to the Inmates many of whom would
spurn the idea of recelving a message from others than
those who have been prepared at one or another of the
theological grist-mills; and before they realize it they have
the witness.

It Is with concerted effort of late that the denomlinational
men canvass to warn the people agalnst the literature and
to prevent 1t from getting into the churches. This is in sharp
contrast with the opportunities afforded last year, but there
are stlll some of them open to us. We could not expect
them to be otherwise than hostile, if the witness is given
uncompromisingly. In canvassing in a certain elty in Ohio,
out of fifty homes I found only one who spoke favorably
of the church and its system of government. In view of this
fact it secems apparent that the breach is wldening, thus
giving the message of truth prominence by its separateness
from other teachings in the minds of the people, and to
the chagrin of the clergy who have no place to flee, The
battle is the Lord's, and we are hls servants, delighting to
push the fight to the gates of hls enemles (and ours) (Ps.
139:20-24), in defending the honor of his name.

In the last three or four months particularly, the visits
have been for three daoys, and with more time for field
canvasging, holding meetings at night only. We have spent
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the time In witnessing to a greater number of people but
with & smaller pumber of meetings

Total number of visits made 171
Total number of public meetings held this year 148
Total attendance at public meetings 8,218
Total number of class meetings 210
Total attendance at class meetings 8,973
Total of all meetlngs held 359
Total attendance at all meetings held 12,193
Total number of miles traveled 15,532
CZECHOSLOVAKIA

In Czechoslovakia the work is making progress.
The Society maintains a house or depot at Brunn and
also a small depot at Kosice. These have been recently
zequired to aid in carrying on the work. The litera-
ture and books are kept in stock at these points that
they may be put out amongst the people. There has
been mueh opposition against the truth on the part
of the government, incited by the Catholics, and yet
the message continues to go forth. During the year
a number of the brethren were arrested and im-
prisoned, and others fined, for canvassing amongst
the people for the books. Therefore the colporteurs
work under a great handicap because of the govern-
mental opposition. The common people, however, are
liberty-loving and love the truth and are anxious to
have it. Two German brethren have traveled through
the country this year arnd aided much in organizing
the work. As an evidence of the progress of the work
in that country, last year 26,894 books and booklets
were put in the hands of the people; whereas in 1928
the number was 64,483. During the year 2,000 meet-
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ings were held throughout that land, with total at-
tendance of about 40,000 persons. Twenty-five thou-
sand copies of The Watch Tower and The Golden Age
were put in the hands of the people; also about 75,000
tracts.

Like everywhere else in ‘'Christendom’’ the truth
is opposed by Satan’s organization ; but notwithstand-
ing the opposition, the brethren faithfully press on.

NORTHERN EUROPEAN OFFICE

The Society maintains at Copenhagen, Denmark,
a general office under the supervision of a brother.
This office has jurisdiction over Norway, Sweden,
Denmark, Finland, Lithuania, Latvia and Esthonia.
‘While there is a local manager in each one of these
countries, the Northern European Office serves as a
clearing house for the above countries. The output
of books during the year in these countries totaled
104,752; booklets including Freedom for the Peoples
booklet totaled 1,060,664. The output would have been
greater except for inability to get the books from the
printer in time.

In transmitting the general report covering these
countries, Brother Dey of the Northern European
Office says:

The ontstanding feature of the year was the message of
Freedom and the way it went out. In two weeks 206,504
were 8old and our order for half a million had to be in-
creased by 150,000. In Finland particularly it attracted
attention in the press, and a professor also spread himself
in Norway. He was dealt with faithfully both in the press
and In The Golden Age. In Finland elso a good witness
was given. The booklet was well received. A university
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professor in Copenhagen remarked to the worker who
brought his, “So this is the 10 ore booklet I have heard so
much of. I am glad you have called with my copy.” In
another instance a communist called to get the books ad-
vertised. “Rutherford is a bold man,” he sald, “how many
of these booklets have you spread?’ On being told 100,000
had already gone in Denmark, he continued, “My goodness,
it 1s enough to cause a revolution!® At all events it will
open many peoples’ eyes and prepare them for more. There
have never been so many postal requests for the books ad-
vertised.

Last year 73 colporteurs and 42 auxiliaries put out 167,-
914, but this year 86 colporteurs and 60 auxiliaries managed
379,800. Of these, 41,669 were books and 110,961 were
Freedom. The classes spread 624,606, while public meetings
and office sales accounted for the Lalance.

In the May IBSA week, 1,441 took part and spread 9,652
books and 37,726 booklets ; total, 47,378. In the August effort
1,501 took part and sold 8,267 books and 74,580 booklets;
total, 82,847. In each case these efforts succeeded Frecdom
campaigns, 80 the brethren were “falnt yet pursuing”. Ad-
ditionally, In August, at the month end there was little
money. The result was not so geod as last year, on that
account,

In Northern Europe 3,471 partook of the memorial; but
the average out each week, though ten more than last year,
was only 780. There is a large disparity between 3,471 and
780 and the ‘“Where Are the Nine?” leaflet issued by the
Socilety was a searching reminder to each of the consecrated
as to his responsibility as part of “that servant” at this
time. Again our Lord says: “Where are the nmine?”’

In the Baltic States this year 111,470 books went out of
office as agalnst 48,602 last year. The number of brethren
out each week was only 41 in all three countries. Never-
theless, they actually sold a total of 99,377. Of course It
1s not always a disadvantage not to know the language.
In Esthoma an English brother newly out from London sold
576 In IBSA Week. It Is encouraging to see so much accom-
plished by so few. The territory is fruiiful, and one can
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gather some ldea of why the Devil's organlzation 1s so
anxioug to keep us out of Soviet Russia.

More and more the managers are consldering how the
organizatlon of the work can be 1mproved, and we find the
Bulleting and suggestions from headquarters very helpful
to that end. As the brethren come to see more clearly the
hideousness of the Devil's organization they are desirous of
being more closely assoclated with God's organization. In
many places the brethren prefer talks to Toicer studies and
sometimes the pilgrims give talks. Nevertheless, an earnest
endeavor 18 belng made to have all the brethren appreciate
the brilllant and frequent flashes of light our Lord himself
is giving us from his temple. As their appreclation increases,
so in llke ratio does their desire to spend and be spent
in the Lord's service.

Many conventlons have been arranged in the various
countrles and these have been much blessed to all partlci-
pating therein. In each case service has been engaged in,
and on such occasions the Lord seems to pour out a special
blessing.

We were glad to have the Messenger reports of the
Detroit Convention, and surely the thrill therefrom will be
felt all around the earth. There will be a renewed determina-
tion on the part of the brethren everywhere to go forward
shoulder to shoulder against the Devil's organlzation. We
are confident this will be reflected In next year's reports
from Northern Europe.

DENMARK

The Lord’s anointed in Denmark continue to show
the zeal peculiar to his house. Small in number but
strong in the Lord, they press on in the work. During
the year they have placed in the hands of the people
21,834 bound books, and booklets to the number of
222,715. When we take into consideration the great
gearcity of money in that little country, this is a re-
markably good showing.
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The number of elasses has increased by eleven, and
nine more classes have organized for the service. The
total number of class workers has increased by sixty-
seven. Only two were giving their entire time to the
colporteur service, and seven to the auxiliary colpor-
teur service. During the year there has been a de-
crease in subscriptions for The Waitch Tower, but an
increase in the subsecriptions for The Golden Age.

From the local manager’s report the following is
quoted:

The workers have generally manifested real joy in the
work. Some who have not felt any joy in this way of pro-
claiming the kingdom have dropped out of our rapnks, but
others come to appreciate it more and more and are some-
times able to relaté inspiring incidents met with in connec-
tion with their efforts. We are longing for closer fellow-
ship with our glorlous Head and to be more conformed to
his image and to be better fitted for his service.

Two conventions have been held during the year, a small
one in a city in Jutland, at Easter, and our yearly conven-
tion In Copenhagen, in August. Both were surely the
means of encouraging the friends, and service days were
arranged for in connection with each. At the first one
twenty-elght symbolized their consecration; at the latter,
twenty-one, Besides these conventions, smaller one-day con-
ventions have been held in several places during the year.

ESTHONTA

In Esthonia the work makes slow but steady prog-
ress. The brethren there are small in number but
zealous in the Lord’s work. Only two classes in that
land are organized for service, and six in the service
work. There is an average number of four in the work
each week, and one in the pilgrim service. During
the year 116 meetings have been held for the friends,
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with a total attendance of 930; and 24 public meet-
ings, with an attendance of 5,854. In addition to the
class workers, there are three whole-time colporteurs.

At the depot, letters received totaled 297: and let-
ters dispatched, 320. Bulletins to the number of 220
have been sent out. In communicating the report the
local brother says:

Lookilng back over the past year we have cause for re-
Jolcing in the great things which the Lord has done for us
as we have sought to sing forth the honor of his name.

Last year the total number of books sent out from the
office was just over 10,000. This year it is well over 20,000.
We are aiming higher for the year upon which we are
now entering.

Sometimes 1t seems such a blg job to get the kingdom
witness effectively given with only a handful of workers;
but, on the other hand, we have many evidences of the
Lord’s blesslng and assurances that he is leading in this
fight The people are beginning to sit up and take notice.
They are reallzlng that the Lord has a rempant here who
are going to send this good news broadcast throughout the
land.

During the year our operantions have been mainly in the
towns, although our two Finnlsh colporteur sisters have
managed during the summer to work many of the villages
served by the railway or steamboats. We are making plans
to get much of the rural territory worked during the com-
ing year.

‘We have had much help from Finland, several Flpnish
brethren having come across to assist in the work. Some
have been able to spend only a short time here, but it
helped to carry the truth to parts which otherwise would
not have been touched.

The first Esthonian convention was held in Reval, in
June, and a wonderful time it was. There were twenty-five
present, and in the work we Sold over 500 books, At the
convention four of the brethren were baptized.
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Public meetings have been held In various towns, and
in all places the attendances have been good and much
interest marnlfested by the people PErother Dey spoke at
many of these, while two lectures were given by Brother
Harteva in Esperanto with Interpretation into Esthonian.

COLPORTEURS

The arrangement you made for getting two colporteur
brothers from Britain has proved good. Thcse brothers will
goon be working in the southeast part of Esthonia, which
up to the present has not been touched. In this district the
Russian-speaking people outnumber the Esthoniang We
watch with iInterest the effect of the message there. In
concluslon, let me assure you the morale of the Lord’s army
here is good; we want to push on and win through.

FINLAND

In the far-away land of Finland the message of
the kingdom st1ll continues to go forth to the Lord’s
glory. During the year thirty-two local conventions
have been held; with a total attendance of 2,659. Of
this number, 1,376 took part in the field serviec on
Service day; and the total sales amounted to 13,800
books and booklets. At these conventions eighty sym-
bolized their consecration. These conventions were a
great stimulus. Like all other parts of the earth,
there is opposition there to the truth; but the zealous
ones give no heed to this but press on with the work.

From the report transmitted by the local manager
the following is quoted:

Formerly no one had been able to dream of such a big and
marvelous witness for the truth in our country. The out-
put of books has been so great that almost every second
family in the whole country has got a copy. For that reason
I have been able to remark to those who have refused to
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take our books: “Last year the output was one book for
every fifth family, this year the output will be one for
every second family, 1t 1s only a question of time when
these books will be in every home, because it is the Lord's
will that all shall kmow the truth. And the truth is golng
out with such a force that by and by all must pay atten-
tion to it.” Many, advised by the clergy, have burned the
books, but have afterwards bought them again. As a very
characteristic feature I can mention how one at the end
of my lecture came and said: “I have already three tlmes
burned your Hell book, but now I will buy the fourth.”
So we rejoice as we see how the blessed work is golng on.

As the work has been more thoroughly organized and
the friends have learned better to follow the advices sent
from the Office, the work has progressed wonderfully. True
the great adversary has made a very strong attack, so that
still more have left and some have been greatly hindered
in doing the work; but the faithful ones have “girded up
the loins” of their mind and with the Lord’s ald pressed
forward, and the result has been astonishing. It 18 indeed
the Lord’s work and pot man’s.

In Finland there are sixty-seven eclasses, of which
fifty-three are organized for the service. During the
year there were 603 engaged in the service work, with
an average each week of 212. There are three in the
regular pilgrim service and seven others doing local
work. There are twenty-seven whole-time colporteurs
and fourteen auxiliary colporteurs. Letters received
totaled 8,755; and letters dispatched, 11,609. Bulle-
tins sent out, 9,273. Subscriptions for The Golden Age
in Finnish, 11,788; Swedish, 718. Total number of
copies of The Golden Age sold, 346,564.

From the above it will be seen that the total sale
of books and booklets during the year was 276,559.
This makes a good showing for that small country,
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and we rejoice with our brethren in their opportuni-
ties for service.

FRANCE, BELGIUM AND SAAR BASIN

In France and Belgium there is some work carried
on in the French language and another part of the
work in the Polish language amongst those who live
in the northern part of France. The work is more
directly under the supervision of the Society’s office
at Berne, Switzerland. Yet there are both French
and Polish brethren in France acting as local direc-
tors. In this part of the land 300 class workers are
engaged in the service, and during the year they
put in the hands of the people 2,860 bound volumes
and 121,554 booklets. There are seven regular col-
porteurs and two auxiliaries. The results of their
labors during the year were 9,078 books and 27,150
booklets.

Of course the Polish work in France is in addition
to the above figures. There are 170 class workers
amongst the Polish brethren, and these class workers
during the year placed in the hands of the people
bound books to the number of 3,277, booklets 31,885,
During the year there were twenty-two exhibitions
of the Photo Drama at which 1,196 books and 16,610
booklets were sold. Upward of thirty thousand peo-
ple attended the exhibitions of the Photo Drama.
Concerning the work in France and Belgium, the fol-
lowing excerpt is taken from the local manager’s
report:

A special effort was made with the revised Photo Drama
in Northern France, Alsace-Lorralne and In the Saar Basin.
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More than 80,000 people wiltnessed the exhibitlons and
thousands of books and booklets were left in the hands of
the people as n result

At Saarbrucken, for instance, the Photo Drama was at-
tended each day during the four exhibitions by 1,200 to
1,500 people. At Dudweller, after the hall had been hired
and advertised, two clergymen prevailed upon the proprietor,
a widow, to break the contract. Another hall was hired
quickly. Both clergymen had warned the people from the
pulpit not to attend, and on the first evening of the ex-
hibition one of the clergymen statloned himself at the en-
trance of the hall that was advertised. He wore a black
garb and a sad face, and tried to prevent the people from
entering the hall. A brother stood near him in the ghrment
of pralse and the joy of the Lord shining in his counte-
nance ; he kindly invited the people to go to the new hall
a little farther away. The people responded to him and
not to the preacher, and filled the hall quickly; some stood
outside and a thousand people listened attentively to the
message of the kingdom. The speaker, in closing the exhi-
bition on the last evening, thanked the two preachers for
their help In advertising the Drama.

In order to save expenses in many places in Northern
France, the Drama was shown to Poles from five to seven
o'clock and to German people from eight to ten, on the
same day, and in the same hall. The brother operating
the Drama machine writes: “The clergy, of course, are
disturbed, but many prisoners indicate their Joy as they
behold how the prison doors are opening and that dellv-
erance 1s near. The Drama serves here as the artillery to
fire upon the enemy bulwark in order that the iInfantry, the
service workers, may advance. Even if untll now the mes-
sage in France has been received chiefly by foreign nations,
I am convinced that it is now the right time to begin 2
systematic work amongst the French people.”

POLISH WORK IN FRANCE

The work amongst the Poles hasg also grown during the
year. Forty-elght public lectures were held, and 674 class
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meetings. The Poles are zealous; they do not content them-
selves with working in thelr neighborhood, but a number of
classes have taken the responsibility upon themselves to
reach distant territorles. Seeking their own people in
France many travel a hundred kilometers by bicycle and find
the Poles not only in the mining sections but also In the
country on farms, to give to them the message of the king-
dom. Some of the Polish brethren have even begun to witness
to the French and have had a marked success with the
French Freedom booklet. The Polish brethren are beginnlng
to see the oneness of the Lord’'s work and the necessity
for doing the work accordlng to the Lord’s method and or-
ganization. During the year 332 Polish brethren have sym-
bolized their consecration by baptism. There are now about
1,000 consecrated Polish people in France. There were elght
special conventions held amongst them. A brother from
the Berne office was usually present.

GERMAN WORK IN FRANCE
It can be sald that here also the friends are appreciating
more and more the service of proclaiming the new govern-
ment, In Lorralne a great deal of interest 13 manifested
rnd we have organized groups of Interested ones who are
served regularly by speakers from Saarbrucken and Stras-
bourg. In Alsace and Lorraine about 50,000 Freedom book-
lets were distributed.

ITALTAN WORBRK IN FBANCE

In France there are many different natlonalities. The
Photo Drama has also been shown to Italians. An American
Itallan brother has come to France to work and he
reports that he sold in less then one month 36 Volume 1,
89 coples of The Harp, 668 booklets and 12 Bibles. In two
separate villages he took two subscriptions for the Italian
Tower without even having a copy with him to show them.
In both cases these famllies had read some literature and
gladly bought more books from him. He says: “All these
things truly indlcate that here is an open door.” One
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Italian, who by mistake attended the German exhibition
of the Drama, without understanding what was sald, at
the close of the meeting wanted to buy a “false prophet”
Bible to compare with the true Bible. He then bought most
of the literature published in Itallan and became very much
interested after the Italian brother called upon him.

The Polish people bave been driven out of thelr country
and in France they are getting the truth. Mussolini drives
good Italians out of lus dominion and, behold, the Lord
gives them the truth in France!

FRENCH WORK IN FRANCE

At the Basel convention a brother in his lecture referred
to the woik in France and asked the brethren assembled in
convention to present the I'rench work to the Lord, and he
asked also for workers to enter the field. As a result, a
number of colporteurs, including two couples, have made
themselves free for the service in France and in Belgium.
The Lord has opened the door and he is fulfilling his word:
“I have given him for a witness to the people.””—Isa. 55" 4.

It may be said here that a plan has been formu-
lated for a greater work mn France. The Society will
open an office in Paris, particularly for the work in
France. The Lord builds the city, and blessed are
they who now dwell in Zion and are privileged to
share in his work!

The French Freedom booklet went out so quickly, beyond
our expectation, that we had to publish three editions. The
price and the condition of eelling lterauture in France and
Belgium are so favorable that a zealous, dilgent worker
can find a better place in the regular colporteur work
than many a worker in the Devil's organization. “Bring
ye all the tithes Into the storehouse [make yourselves free
for the Lord to serve him with all your strength and al
your time] that there may be meat in mine house, and prove
me now herewith, saith the Lord@ of hests, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven and pour you out a bless-
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ing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it1”
“Behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man
can shut it.”—Rev. 3:8.

DBELGIUM

Also in Belglum there are signs of growth. A small
group has been formed at Brussels and has begun to be
active. We expect to begin exhibltions with the Photo
Drama in Brussels in November. A young couple from
Holland, who also speak French, ere moving to Brussels
to spend their entire time in the colporteur service.

GERMANY

The results of the work in Germany for the fiscal
year closed on September 30 are gratifying beyond
description of words. The Lord has blessed the breth-
ren who have put forth their efforts, and, notwith-
standing a great amount of opposition, the work has
gone grandly on.

It will be remembered that the Society has a print-
ing establishment and book-making factory at Magde-
burg, Germany. It became necessary during the year
to remove an old building on the grounds and erect
a three-story reinforced concrete building. This is
about completed and the machines are being installed.
The entire first floor is occupied as a pressroom. The
second story is for the color presses and composition
work. The third story contains the offices. The work
on this building has been done chiefly by brethren,
and therefore in a very economical manner.

It was also necessary to purchase some new ma-
chines and this has been done at considerable expense,
but the Lord by his grace has provided the maney
80 that the work may be carried on.
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The production of this factory during the year,
although hindered by building and moving machinery,
is as follows, to wit: Bound books, 391,000; booklets,
7,215,000 ; almanac calendars, 360,000 ; calendars with
block, 65,000 ; other calendars, 10,000; Waich Tower
and Golden Age, 9,434,960 ; free tracts, 9,279,200.

DISTRIBUTION
The distribution of literature from the German
headquarters during the year was as follows, to wit:
Books and hooklets, 6,771,388. When we call to mind
that the later books, to wit, Creation, Reconciliation
and Government, are just now in process of manu-
facture, the above is a splendid showing. In addi-
tion to the above, there were placed in the hands of
the people 930,000 copies of The Waitch Tower, T,
459,960 copies of The Golden Age and 950,000 free
tracts.

ORGANIZATION

During the year 1928, 9,705 class workers engaged
in the worlk. In addition to this, in a great campaign
in regard to taxation hereinafter mentioned, the
friends canvassed and obtained 1,200,000 signatures
to a protest to be filed with the Government.

During the year meetings were held to the number
of 8,117, with an attendance of 2,187,604. From the
report submitted by the local manager the following
is taken:

It is with thankfulness that we look back to a year of

blessed@ opportunities in the service of our Master, and
with much joy it is noted by us that, by the fact that the
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truth is stated In so wonderfully clear a manner in the new
books and booklets published by the Soclety, great results
could be got in all parts of the worl, and that the Increas-
Ing light, glven by The Watch Tower, is encouraging the
consecrated ones to stlll greater efforts In this short total
report following I give a short extract of the most interest-
ing features of the single results:

CONVENTIONS

There was no general convention this year in Germany,
because the German brethren did not wish to have it with-
out the president’s being there. Also due to want of suitable
halls large enough for a greater convention, various con-
ventions were held in several parts of Germany, to wit:
In Dresden, with approximately 5,000 particlpants; an un-
ascertalnable number of Germans took part in Basel con-
vention, perhaps several hundred; 3,500 friends were in
Berlin at convention; conventlon in Essen is expected to
see approximately 4,000 friends; and in Konigsberg and
Danzig perhaps 500 to GO0 brethren will assemble in each
of those cities Further, approximately thirty one-day meet-
ings were held in all the country during this year, with the
number in attendance totallng 15,000. At nearly all of these
conventlons arrangements were made for general field ser-
vice, and during two working hours, at the conventlon in
Berlin, nearly 40,000 books and booklets were sold.

SERVICE WEEES

In the first service week of thls year there were spread
in Germany 340,917 books and booklets, of which 37,000
were bound volumes; and during the second service week
353,883 books and booklets were spread, of which more than
16,000 were bound volumes; therefore during those two
weeks 694,800 books and booklets were placed in the hands
of the people, more than 54,000 being bound volumes; and,
further, some single numbers of The Golden Age were sold
and new subscriptions were obtalned.
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BADIO

Two times radlo addresses were dellvered, but thereafter
all stations refused to broadcast further lectures of the
Bible Students Association. We are now working out a
plan for protest against that violation done to the truth.

WOBK FOR THE BLIND
Since the work for the blind 1s done in this office, this
branch also has made considerable progress, for during the
last year there was an average of npproximately 400 readers
a month, two hundred of whom are readers getting litera-
ture rezularly. Twenty-eight of these are consecrated, to
whom The Watch Tower is being sent regularly. During
1928, 1,362 books for the blind were produced and bound
in this office; G,052 books were sent out in (all together)
2,950 parcels.

DEPABTMENT OF LAW

The strong opposition of the enemy against the truth is
clearly revealed by some figures given by the department of
law, which also show that the enemy made most of hils
efforts In vain. The figures show that 1,660 legal proceed-
ings were taken against friends working during the past
year. Of these, 762 are brought to an end at present; 898
are still pending. In these 762 the Lord did help us to get
a verdict of “Not guilty” for 729; in 33 cases a judgment
in disfavor was entered, but the latter in major part due
to misslng the right time for sending i1n objection to the
order of punishment received, or simllar formalities.

For some time there has been a concerted effort put forth
by Catholles and Protestants to cause what 13 known as a
turnover tax to be Imposed upon all the Society’'s literature
in Germany. If thls effort had succeeded, it would have
made it almost Impossible to distribute any literature in
Germany. The matter was taken before the Finance depart-
ment of the country, which decided adversely to the So-
clety. Then an appeal was taken to the courts, and recently
a declslon was handed down in favor of the Soclety. The
important point decided is that the Seclety is an organiza-
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tion of publlc benefit, and therefore should be exempt from
such taxation law. It Is hoped that this will open a wider
way for the distmbution of the truth.

HOLLAND

In proportion to the size of Holland and the small
number of the Lord’s people there, the work during
the year 1928 brings joy to the heart of every one
who is interested in the kingdom. From the report
submitted by the local manager the following is
eopied:

With much gratitude to our heavenly Father we again
finished a year in his royal service. This year, 1928, was
marked by such progress as never before. The witness has
been given more thoroughly throughout the country. This
is due to the fact that more brethren were able and willing
to spend all their time in the colporteur service.

In the yearly report of 1927 we expressed our expectation
that the number of colporteurs would be enlarged during
next year, And the number did increase; and how? During
the greater part of the year there were elght regular col-
porteurs in the field. They were working In all districts
of Holland. But it is not so easy for the colporteurs to
keep up, as it is difficult to sell bound books to the people
in Holland.

During the yéar we got fwo new means of spreading the
kingdom message, to wit: Freedom for the Peoples and
Deliverance. The booklet Freedom found a ready sale, and
in eight months we sold over 25,000 coples. Also the De-
liverance book: In seven months we sold over 1,070 coples,
which 18 a4 very good result for Holland.

In 1927 the sale of books was double as much as the year
before. The year 1928 saw the total sale of books again
far more than doubled. In 1927 we sold 23,668. In 1928
we had the grand privilege of placing over 60,000 books
and booklets tn the hands of the people. This is five times
as many as in 1926,
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Hera follows @ list of the literature sold in the Dutch
language in Holland;

Volume 1 65 Standard 4,439
Harp of God 856 Comfort 5,831
Scenarwo 809 Return 8,909
Deltverance 1,079 Government 2,996
Millions book 221 Dead 8,685
World Distress 6,591 Freedom 25,357

Total 68,908

Besides, we =old over 1,200 books In different languages,
especially in German and Polish.

This year we started the work amongst the Polish- and
Qerman-speaking people in the mining districts In the south
of Holland. BSome Polish brethren came from France to
work in the mines, and this opened the opportunity for the
Lord’'s people to give the witness of the kingdom to the
oppressed ones. We pever had this opportunity before, be-
cause this section is Roman Catholic. But now many books
are being sold there by twyp colporteurs. Now there 15 a
class organized and they wlll continue the work begun by
the colporteurs.

We have also begun with the Photo Drama exhibitions in
Holland, Before writing this report we gave one exhibition
which may be called a success to some extent. We sold
132 small books and 36 bound books. There were 100 people
present.

RADIO

As the Lord 1s using the radlo in order to give an effec-
tual witness to the people, we trled to get permission to
broadcast Brother Rutherford’s Albaby lecture on “The
Truth”. The Lord overruled the matter and we received
permission to yse ope of the twp Dutch statlons for one
hour. We recelved many letters of appreciation after the
lecture,

OFFICE

We received 862 letters and cards and sent 583 letters

and cards. The enlargement of the work made it necessary
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that another person be added to help in the office; and so,
since April of this year, there are two brethren who are
doing the work In the office, namely: The translating of
the publications of the Socliety, correspondence, shipplng of
Watch Tower and Golden Age in dlifferent languages, ship-
ping of the books, etc.

The IBSA weeks bhrought good results in Holland. In
the first week we sold nearly 2,500 books, and in the second
week a few less, but the zeal for the Lord’s work was clearly

manifested.

We are very glad for the resnlts of this year, as the
workers are but few and they need to be encouraged. But
by the results they begin to realize that the Lord is making
a name for himself on the earth, and they are glad to
cooperate and to give the witness. And so we enter the
new fiscal year very hopefully.

HUNGARY

The work in Hungary has been done under a very
great handicap. A brother who formerly had to do
with the work therc became ambitious and went into
the way of Satan, greatly injuring the work and al-
most making it impossible to go on. Now the work
is being reorganized and progress is being made. The
brethren there are not even permitted to assemble
for public meetings or private meetings. They can
meet only in private homes behind locked doors and
curtains drawn. During the year 1,500 meetings of
this kind were held, and the total attendance was
32,000. There are twenty-two classes in Hungary,
besides a number of other small groups not organized.
In spite of all the difficulties, the Loord has blessed
the brethren there to the extent that they have been
able to place in the hands of the people 1,028 bound
volumes and 20,282 booklets, and 55,000 free tracts.
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A good portion of this persecution has been brought
about by the unfaithfulness of the one who prztended
to represent the Lord. We are hoping that this diffi-
culty may soon be overcome,

INDIA

The work in India is greatly handicapped by reason
of few brethren to do the work. The opportunity is
open for some English-speaking brethren to go there
and participate in the worlk. Preferably these should
go from England, because of India’s relationship with
England,

During the year three English colporteurs and four
speaking the vernacular have engaged in the work.
One English class organized for the work, and four-
teen vernacular. The total number of class workers
during the year was twenty-one English and forty-one
vernacular. Fifty public meetings in English have
been held, and 550 in vernacular. The total atten-
dance has been 44,000. Letters received, 528; dis-
patched, 506.

During the year The Harp and Freedom for the
Peoples have been published in Malayalam, and World
Distress in Kanarese. The total of books, English and
vernacular, sold during the year was 20,150. Five
native conventions have been held, and five radio
lectures have been delivered. From the local man-
ager’s report the following is taken:

There has been a grand total of 20,150 books and booklets
sold. This is more than double the figures for 1926-7. The
figure is made up as follows: English bound books, 6,213;
booklets, 10,606; vernacular books, 1,632; booklets, 1,609.
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Considering the fact that Indla, Burma and Ceylon cover
an area almost as big as the U. 8. A., with a population of
more than twice a8 many people, and that there are only
two full-tlme workers (for English work) and an average
of four and one-half class workers per week, these figures
g1ve us cause for encouragement. Truly the Lord has not
been negligent in the supply of grace and strength to us,
and we are grateful to hum for the privileges of service,

I wish I could give a better report of class workers. Many
who profess to be consecrated to the Lord in this country
seem to belong to the Laodlcean Church: they are nelther
cold nor hot, There Is only one class (Enghsh) properly
organized for service work. Two or three other classes
exist where regular meetings are held and isolated ones
engage In the service. Special mention might be made of
one brother who, In spite of family ties and his dally
secular work, makes time for regular, systematic service
for the Lord. A sister in Ceylon has also shown great zeal
and devoted much time to bearing witness for the Lord.
Some are handicapped for scope and might engage in the
service more regularly if they lived in more populous places,
but on the whole the class service work has not progressed
as well as I had hoped it would.

Tacilities were given at the beginning of the year for
the use of the Bombay Radio Station. Five addresses were
given and then excuses were made that we were not ortho-
dox, and further permission was refused. Further efforts
will be made in due time.

Extensive tours were made during the year and the
message of the kingdom was carried intg some of the re-
mote parts of the earth. Brother Wright made a thorough
tour of Burma, lasting five months, and left behind him a
trall of truth which will undoubtedly bear its fruitage in
due time. The rate of progress is greatly hindered through
lack of workers. One of us must remain in attendance at
the Bombay office, which means that only one worker at
n time is free for traveling.

The World Distress booklet was published in Kanarese,
and an interesting experiment was made by introducing
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it among the natlve Indlan merket towns and vlllages. In
thickly congested markets, chock-full of a mixed medley
of Hindoo and Mohammedan merchants, this little booklet
sold like the proverbial hot cakes Not only did this booklet
carry its own message of Lruth, but It opened the way for
the sale of many English volumes in places where It would
not be worth visiting with merely English literature. It
was no uncommon thing to sell fifty booklets in three hours.
The editor of a Kunarese religious periodical invited us to
supply articles for his paper, and now Deliverance 1s belng
run as a serial every fortnight.

The work among the Indian Christians of Travancore has
gone on apace. The brethren there are zealous and active.
Twice as many books have been sold durlng the year just
closed as during 1926-7. There were 550 public meetings
held, attended by about 40,000 people. The Indian brethren
labor under great difficultles, often having to tramp many
weary miles under a burning sun with lttle accommodation
for the personal comforts of life. A car would greatly
facilitate thelr means of travel, for Travancore ls a country
of good roads but little rallway development. There are
fourteen native classes organized for service, with forty-one
workers reported. There are thirteen full-tlme workers.

ITALY

There is not mueh to report from Italy beecause it
is almost impossible there to do the work. The op-
position of Satan’s organization is strong and forbids
the distribution of the Society’s literature. There are
geveral friends in Italy, however, who meet quietly
and do what they can to reach others with the litera-
ature.

The Italian government obtained from its ambassa-
dor at Washington, D. C,, information concerning the
Society. The ambassador made a very reasonable re-
port, setting forth the facts, which report should have
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tended to open the way for the distribution of the
truth. However, the Italian government, influenced
by Rome, issued the following order: ‘‘For the se-
curity of the national Government, must stop in the
kingdom every activity of the Bible Students.’” No
reason assigned.

The brethren in Italy, however, still have hope that
the Lord will open the way for the wider witness in
that country. The Society still maintains a depot in
Ttaly, and the brethren do, in the best manner possi-
ble, what they can to encourage others in the truth.
From the local manager the following is quoted :

Needless to say that, not only we, but also the brethren
throughout Italy, are suffering by this action; nevertheless
they maintain themselves strong in the hope that the Lord
will soon open a way to demonstrate their zeal to collabo-
rate with you and all the saints in the proclamation of
the message that the Lord has ordained to be proclaimed
throughout the world as a witness to all nations.

From our prison we follow with great interest all your
efforts and those of all the faithful colaborers, rejoicing
very much Iin the grand work that the Lord has given you
by his grace to do throughout the world.

We send our best wishes, and rich blessings; receive our
best regards and much love from all the Italian brethren
who love the Lord and who seek first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness. Please remember us in your prayers.

We thank you heartily for all the good that you bring
forth to us with your splendid interpretations of the Word
of God, and for all the encouragement that you know how
to give us,

JAMAICA

The .report that comes from the Society’s local
manager in Jamaica, West Indies, will cheer the


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































