Box 443
30&“ lake, Washington
7. 17, 1958

Hayden ©. Caviagton
124 Columbia Heightisz
Zrooklys 1, E. Y.

-~ )

Dear Brother Covingtou:

, enclioged pleage

v o 1
:?ind copkes of Ie'iz'te.z's and sent te _me by '::he Appeal
1 7

Board. You way ke2p 2ll thess copies for you t make a copy
o-: the, "Ragume of Zupplemsntal Inguiry, Re: Hichard E‘i':ar'tin R:m*e, Ccnsclcnt*aus
Ob,*ctor Slaimant of Dee. 28, 1955 “with Unided States Attorn ey's Office ss.a“fg
on it noting that i% was receivad by they oz June 2, 1858 in Bpokans, Wash.” as
you hovn Y -r‘opv of thie which I sent to vou June 23, 1952, This Resume is
rafersd bo in the Justice Depari.'s recomnendabion as .uxqﬁ*- ts B.

.

T will ite yeour suggestions befores 1 meke my reply to them within
the slloted thirty {30) days.

Y

B
@

Your broth

Richard ¥. Rawe



COrY

SELBCTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM

{From Appeal Board for the Selective Service System in the Eastern
Federal Judicial District of the State of Washington F. 214 Wall
Street, Spokane 1, Washington)

Hov. 16, 1858

Mr. Richard Martin Rawe
Box 443 »
Soap lake, Washington
45-22-34~183
Dear &ir:
.

Attached hereto is a copy of the recommendation of the
Department of Justice to the Appesl Board for ths Bastern Judicial
Distriet of Wash., concerning your claim of opposition to combatert and noncom-
duty in the armed forees. ’

Within thirty day of the date of this letter, you may file =
written reply with this Appeal Board concerning the recommendstion of the
Department of Justice. At the end of the thirty-dey period, whether or not we
have hed a reply from you, the Appeal Board will review your file and
proceed to classify you. ' '

By direction of the Appsal Board

{¥rs.) Maryellen P. Goodmsn
Clerk

EInclosure --1



Copy {Stamp}
Appesl Board
Fov. 16,1959
Chairman, Appeal Board,
Selective Service
N. 108 Washington 3t. v {Stamp=a)
Spokane 8, Hash. Fov. 10,1952

Re: Richard ¥. Rawe
Conscientions Objector
Dear Sir:

As required by section 6(3) of the Univ. ¥ilitery Training and Service Ast,
as armended, in inquiry was made by the Department of Justice in the above~mentioned
case and an opportunity to be heard on his claim for exemption as a consclentious
oBjeector was given to the ragistrant by Mr. Daniel W. Gaiser, A Bearing Offiecer for
the Depart. of Justice.

The information obtained Trom the inguiries and considsred by the Depart. of
Justice in arriving at its recommendation 1s conained in the first and second
Resume of Supplemental Inquiry attached hereto and mads 2 part hereof,

Registrant was born at Spokans, Washington on May 10, 19234, His mother is a
Jehovah's Fituess sud the régistrand was baptized in that falth in 3sptember 1942
He had an eith grade education =nd nomp}etcd three and one-half years of high school. His
38§ Forms 100 and 150 claimed conscientious objection, ordination as a minister of
Jehovah's Winesses and exemption Trom combeatant and noncombatant militery tralnlng
and service. On a former appeal from a I-A classification and following a hearing
before Mr. Harry T. Davenport, s Hearing Officer for the Depart. of Justice, the £%
rigistrant was elagsified I-0 but, following an appeal to the Presidential Appeal
Board for a ministerial classification, he was again classified T-A. Thereafter, his
file was reopened by the local board and he was agein classified in Class ¥-A from
which he appesled.

Annexed hareto and made z part hereof are Exhibits 4 and B. submitted to the
Department of Justice in behalf of the rigistrant.,

Registrant appeared before the Hearing Officer at Spokans, Wash. on July 7, 1959m
accompanied by his mother and Two other women, on of whom he deﬁominated his "secretary?
The registramt told the Hearing Officer that he was not married at the tigpe of the
hesring; that he bsgan attending church with his mother in early childhood and became
a Jahovah's Witness when he was about eight years old. He said thet his conscience
had been trainsd through his study of the Bible and that his coavictions ageainst military
garvice is a result of his own study. The registrants mother told the Hearing
Officer that she felt that the registrant's belisfs and comnseientious objections

were the result of her religious training and she expressed pride in the registrant's
ministry. Registrant’s other witness was convinced of the sinecerity of the registrant's
convietions and believed that he is & bona fide minister.

The Hearing Officer noted that in the local board's summary of the registrant's
personal appearance before it on Dec. 3, 1987 it was stated:

" The registrant's e¢laim in the alternavlve fora 130 clasglflcatlon was denied
on the grounds that the registrant is not, by reason of religious training and
belief, conscientiously oprosed to war in sny form; that his willingness to
uge force in mmerous circumstances of his own choosing, sven to the extent of
¥illing, is inconsistent with his claim of conscientious objection; and that
his claim of consclentious objection is based upon a reluctance to accede to
secular auvthority and a desire Yo conbinue in his present pursults rather thak
upon any religious aversion to the use of forece or killing.”

The hearing officer concurred in the finding of the loeal beard just quoted and he
was not convinced that the registrant was acting in good faith, nor was he convinced
of the absolute sineerity of the registrantts comscientious-objector cladm. The
registrant appearsd to get a satisfaction and prestige from being a minister of his
ssct., He told the Hearing Officer that if God were to direct war he would fight.



Copy |
D
This led the Hearing Officer to the belief that registranmt is probabdly not oppesed ‘ ‘
to wer ip eny form but that he places his own interpretation upon when he might be
cPllsﬁ to such service.

- On September 14, 1954 %the Department of Justice rescommended to your Board that
registrant’s claim be sustained as to both combatant and noncombstant training and
service and that he be classified in Class I-0. That recommendation was bassd upon

the entirely favorable fenor of the investigative report and upon a finding by the
Hearing officer that registrant®s claim was made in good faith end that he was by
reasen of his religious training a&nd belief opposed to participation in war in any
form. Your Board classified the revLstrant in Clasgs I-0 and he hBiks been subanuentlv
classified in Class I-A from which he has appesled. Additional inguiries were made
in 1955 and egein in 1958. He has been very active in his religious work and continues
to ssrve es & Pionear.

The registrant’s willingness to use force in numerous circumstsnces of his own

choosing, even to the sxtant of killing, as related in the summery of rsgistrant's
personal eppearance before the Board on Dec. 3, 1 957, presents the guestion of the
question of the particular circumstances to which the Board rsfsrad. The details as
to whet circumstances the Bogrd referrsd or the guestions of the Board and the
answers of the registrant as to the issus of use of force in numerous circumstances
to the extent of kxilling do not appsar in the Dec. 3, 1957 summary of the registrant's
file. In the surmery of the previous personal eppesrance of the registrant beforse the
local board on Aug. 8, 1955, signed by Board Chairman, the Board Clerk, and the registrant
these circumsbances as to the use of foroe extending even to killing are recordsd in
detail end arpear %o be no more then the usual Jehovah's Witnesses tenet thet a person
is entitled to self-dsfense of himself, his family, brethren, and Fingdom interests.
&n expressed lellnrneas to use force to such extent &nd for such purpcses is not a
basgis for demial of & comscientious-objector claim. ffeldt v. U. 5., 218 F. 24 1125
Sicurells v. U.S., 348 T.S. 385.

)

. The registrant's statement to the Hearing Officer +that if God were to direct war

he would nght amounts only te an exprssion of registrantt's belief in theoccratic warfare
end is not & basis for denisl of =z conscientious—objector claim. Sicurells v. U.S.

348 U.S, 385; U.S. v. Hartmen, 209 F. 24 366; Taffs v. U.S., 208 F, 24 329.

With due regard for the Hearing Officer's recommendation snd +he locel board’s
conclusicn, the Department of Justice finds thst registrant's claim is sustained es
to both eonbauau+ end nou-combetant training and service. It, thersfore, recommends
thet registremt be classified in Class I-O.

The Selective Service Cover Shest in the sbove ocase is returned herswith.

T. Oscar Smith
Chief, Copsclentious~-Objector Ssetion



vurl
Regume of Supplementel Inquiry
Re: Richard ¥. Rawe Conscientiocus-Objector Clsimant

BOTICE
A4 resume of prior investigabtive reperts was furniched the registrant
in commection with e hearing held by a Depart. of Justice Hearing
Officer on May 7, 195%4. The original of sald resume was mads a part
of the registrant's Selective Service ile end ie incorporated herein
by reference.

Neighbors, acguaintances, reflerences and religicus agsociated contacted all advised
that they belisve registrent is absoultely sincere in his religious beliefs and in his
conscientious-objector claim. One of thess persons said she sees no rsason why he should
bs claossified s a conscienticus objector, because she feels thet all young men should
serve in tne armsd forces. These person generally advised that registrant is of very
good reputation end charsctsr, extremsly well behaved and of excellent moral charactsr
and conduct. They said he is & clean-cub individuel and indicated that they Imew of
only favorable information concerning nis sctivity. They stated that his everyday lifs
elearly reflects that he is a good Christian young men. They seid he has no stsady ssoular
work, but from time tc time he works part time for his father 2t his father's lumber mill.
One person recslled thatb regisbrant has stated that he could liye for & year on approximately
$400.00, and thus could devote pmactically =11l of his tims to his reiigious work and
acetivities. inese persons advisad that registrent aznd all members of his family, with ther
excsption of his father e ve t e Jehoveh 's ¥iitnesses religion, and that
. their whole 11 is centered sround their religious activities. They saild thet registrapt
' devotes practli h % 3 g activities. These persons alsc indicated
thet registran he IS he leader of the Jdehoveh's Witnesses in
the Grand Coules, Washi : n she hes no doubt reared her children fo
halieve in thi ious orgenization and Bo be scuive in its work. They indicated that
she has besn m ated with this religious sect for approximately 20 years. Many of these
psrgons contacted were not of the same religious beliafl as is registrant, ard indicated
that they did not agree with his beliefs, but &g is sbove indicated, they all generally
agreed that they btelieve he is sincere in his religicus beliefs =md in his prasent claim.

The records of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society headguarters in Brooklyn, F. Y.
reflect that registrant wes ordained a2 minister in the Jebhovah's Witnesses on September
20, 1¢€2. He served as 2 Vacation Fioneed from May to $ept3mber of 1852, at which time
he commenced full-time Pioncer work. The rscerd reflect that registrant devoted an
average of over 100 hours per month for the period from May of 1982, thrugh Sept. 1955,
The records further reflect that he wes appointed to the position of Theocratic Ministry
School Instructor on Oct. 8, 1852, Territory Servant om Oct. 8, 1953, end Bible Study
Servent on Dee. 17, 1953,

Credit end criminel records are negative.

Prepered Dec. 28, 1955



