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DEFINITION OF CHILD ABUSE 

Child abuse is the abuse of a relationship with a child. It involves a misuse of power 
and a betrayal of trust. It may include physical, sexual and emotional abuse, or 
neglect. A child’s trust is often given without reservation. So if that trust is betrayed, 
it can have a devastating impact on an unsuspecting young mind. 

Child sexual abuse is a perversion and generally includes sexual intercourse with a 
child; oral or anal sex with a child; fondling the genitals, breasts, or buttocks of a 
child; voyeurism of a child; indecent exposure to a child; or soliciting a child for 
sexual conduct. 
 
 

  _ 

POLICY STATEMENT 

Children are a sacred trust, an “inheritance from Jehovah.” 
(Psalm 127:3) 

Therefore, the care and safeguarding of children and the promotion of their welfare is 
of the utmost concern and importance to the congregation. In recognition of this 
responsibility, our policy objectives are to ensure that if ever a matter requiring the 
protection of a child should arise within the congregation, it will be dealt with 
promptly and properly and that children in the congregation will be protected from 
avoidable harm. This Policy is in harmony with the long-standing and widely 
published religious principles of Jehovah’s Witnesses, as reflected in the articles that 
are set forth at the end of this Policy.i 

CHILD SAFEGUARDING POLICY OF 
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES IN THE UNITED 

KINGDOM AND THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 



C H I L D  S A F E G U A R D I N G  P O L I C Y  

January 2017 2 

 

 

 
 

While the following information refers to an accused in the masculine gender and to 
the victim in the feminine gender, it applies equally when the genders are different. 
Similarly, references to parents apply equally to legal guardians or other persons who 
hold parental responsibility for the child. 
 

 

All children have the right to be protected from abuse. 
 
 

 

Safeguarding children is of the utmost importance. We abhor child abuse and 
consider it to be a serious sin and a crime.—Romans 12:9. 
 
 

 

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not condone child abuse under any circumstances or 
endeavour to shield from the authorities those committing offences of this nature. 
—Romans 13:1-4. 
 
 

 

We believe that parents have the primary responsibility for the protection, safety, and 
instruction of their children. We do not separate children from their parents for the 
purpose of instruction.ii (Ephesians 6:4) Therefore, parents who are members of the 
congregation must be vigilant in exercising these responsibilities at all times and are 
expected to: 
 
 

 

have direct and active involvement in their children’s lives; 
 

 

appropriately educate themselves and their children about child abuse; and 
 

 

encourage, promote, and maintain regular communication with their children. 
—Deuteronomy 6:6, 7; Proverbs 22:3. 

To assist parents to fulfil these responsibilities, the congregation will make use of the 
abundant information and spiritual advice published by Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
 
 

 

The congregation does not and will not provide or sponsor any activities that fall 
within the scope of “Regulated Activity Relating to Children,” (as defined in the 
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Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006, as amended from time to time, and 
equivalent legislation in other parts of the United Kingdom and Ireland) including 
such activities as Crèches, Playgroups, Sunday Schools, Youth Groups, Clubs, Choirs, 
or Camps. 
 
 

 

We believe that the interests of children are best served by encouraging, promoting, 
and maintaining good communication between members of the congregation and 
congregation elders based on a shared respect for Bible principles and a mutual 
interest in safeguarding children.—Galatians 6:5. 
 
 

 

Conversations with congregation elders relating to spiritual counselling or assistance 
are confidential and will therefore not be shared with third parties other than other 
elders and the branch office, as the case may require, based on Jehovah’s Witnesses’ 
established religious procedures. However, should such conversations include 
information which indicates that a child may be at risk of harm, then that information 
will be conveyed in harmony with paragraph 13 of this Policy. 
 
 

 

Elders at the Britain branch office of Jehovah’s Witnesses (the “branch office”) 
provide spiritual guidance and direction to congregation elders on child safeguarding 
matters. These selected elders at the branch office receive initial and periodic training. 
Their role is to receive all reports, questions, or enquiries from elders or other 
members of congregations in the United Kingdom and Ireland in order to give 
spiritual guidance and direction on how to proceed in accordance with our Child 
Safeguarding Policy. 
 
 

 

For the safeguarding of children and because child abuse is a serious sin, any 
congregation member who in any way learns of child abuse involving someone who 
associates with Jehovah’s Witnesses is encouraged to advise any one of the 
congregation’s elders as soon as possible. (Leviticus 5:1) Congregation elders will 
comply with any relevant laws. (Romans 13:1) In addition, a congregation member 
who learns of child abuse may choose to report the matter to the secular authorities. 
 
 

 

In the event a matter involving the abuse of a child is brought to the attention of 
congregation elders, two elders will contact the Legal Department at the branch office 
as soon as possible for legal advice to ensure that they comply with any relevant laws. 
This will be done even if the allegation is unsupported. Thereafter, a qualified elder in 
the Service Department at the branch office will provide spiritual guidance and 
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direction to congregation elders. In all cases, the victim and her parents have the 
absolute right to report an allegation to the authorities.—Galatians 6:5. 
 

 

After receiving assistance from the branch office, congregation elders will conduct a 
Scriptural investigation of every allegation of child sexual abuse. Congregation elders 
will treat victims of child abuse with compassion, understanding, and kindness. 
(Colossians 3:12) As patient spiritual and confidential counsellors, they will carefully 
listen with empathy and respect whenever a victim desires to express herself to 
them.—James 1:19; Proverbs 21:13.iii, iv 
 
 

 

As soon as possible, the body of elders will ensure that an alleged incident of child 
abuse is reported to the victim’s parent(s). Where the alleged abuser is one of the 
victim’s parents, the elders would not report to him, but would report to the other 
parent. If a parent is not available, two elders will contact the Service Department at 
the branch office to request situation-specific spiritual guidance and direction. 
 
 

 
If any congregation elder learns of a case of child abuse in which a child may still be at 
risk of significant harm two elders must contact the Legal Department at the branch 
office for legal advice on compliance. A report to the police or other appropriate 
authorities will be made immediately by the congregation elders if it is determined that 
a child is still at risk.v 
 
 

 

In the case of any discussion with a child abuse victim, an elder will not be alone with 
the child but will involve another elder and the child’s parent(s), not including a 
parent who is the alleged abuser. If the child expresses to the elders discomfort in 
discussing the matter in the presence of a parent, and the parent agrees, then the child 
may be gently told that he or she may choose an adult companion other than a parent, 
with whom he or she feels comfortable speaking about the matter, to be present 
during the discussion. During the investigation process and any subsequent 
congregation judicial committee hearing, a victim of child sexual abuse is not required 
to make her allegation in the presence of the alleged abuser. 
 
 

 

One of Jehovah’s Witnesses who is an unrepentant child abuser is expelled from the 
local congregation as well as from the organization of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
—1 Corinthians 5:13. 
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A person who has engaged in child sexual abuse does not qualify to receive any 
privileges or to serve in a position of trust or responsibility in the congregation for 
many years, if ever.vi

 
  
 

 

A person who has been found (either by a congregation judicial committee or the 
secular authorities) to have engaged in child sexual abuse might be a member of the 
congregation. In all such cases, restrictions will be imposed on the individual’s 
activities within the congregation, his participation in the public ministry and his 
interaction with children for the protection of children. In particular, the individual 
will be specifically prohibited and admonished from being alone in the company of 
children, cultivating friendships with children or displaying any affection for children, 
other than his own when he is legally entitled to do so. In some cases, the Service 
Department may specifically direct elders to inform parents of minors within the 
congregation of the need to monitor their children’s interaction with an individual 
who has engaged in child sexual abuse. 
 
 

 

Information concerning individuals associated with the congregation who are accused 
of child sexual abuse, whether established or not, will be kept indefinitely in the 
congregation’s confidential file with a view to safeguarding children.  
 
 

 

This Policy applies to all congregations of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Britain and Ireland. 
 
 

 

This Policy will be monitored for compliance by the Britain Branch Committee. 
 
 

 

This Policy will be reviewed by the Britain Branch Committee at least once every 
three years. 
 
 

 

This Policy will be made available upon request to members of the congregation. 
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NOTES 

 
i Information may be found in the following publications, all published by Jehovah’s Witnesses: 

The Watchtower, October 1, 1983, “Help for the Victims of Incest.” 

The Watchtower, January 1, 1997, “Let Us Abhor What Is Wicked.” 

Awake!, October 8, 1991, “The Innocent Victims of Child Abuse,” “The Secret Wounds of Child 
Abuse,” and “A Time to Heal.” 

Awake!, October 8, 1993, “Your Child Is in Danger!,” “How Can We Protect Our Children?,” and 
“Prevention in the Home.” 

Awake!, October 2007, “A Danger That Concerns Every Parent,” “How to Protect Your 
Children,” and “Make Your Family a Safe Haven.” 

Questions Young People Ask—Answers That Work, Volume 1, chapter 32: “How Can I Protect Myself 
From Sexual Predators?” 

Answers to 10 Questions Young People Ask, Question 8: “What Should I Know About Sexual Assault?” 

“We Protect Our Children” (https://tv.jw.org/#en/video/VODStudio/pub-
jwban_201507_2_VIDEO) 

“Protect Your Children” (https://tv.jw.org/#en/video/VODChildren/pub-pk_17_VIDEO) 
ii Learn From the Great Teacher, pp. 57-61, 170-171; The Watchtower, October 1, 2008, “How to Be a Good 
Father;” The Watchtower, November 1, 2010, “Talk to Your Children About Sex;” “How Can Parents 
Teach Their Children About Sex?” (https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/parents-teach-
children-about-sex/). 
iii Prior to offering counselling assistance, it is recommended that elders review information such as 
that found in Awake!, October 8, 1993, “Consoling Adult Survivors of Childhood Trauma.” 
iv Elders can act as “a hiding place from the wind” to those in need, speaking consolingly and praying 
with them. (Isaiah 32:1, 2; 1 Thessalonians 5:14; James 5:14, 15) By reasoning on the Scriptures and 
strengthening the victim with words of comfort and encouragement, elders aim to help such troubled 
ones.—Job 16:5; Ephesians 4:32; Philippians 4:6-9; 1 Peter 5:12. 
v Helpful local telephone numbers include: 

Police:    

Local Authority Children’s Services:    
vi The Watchtower, January 1, 1997, “Let Us Abhor What Is Wicked.” 

 

Many publications of Jehovah’s Witnesses on this subject can be read or downloaded on the 
www.jw.org website. 

 
 

[The articles referred to in these Notes are reprinted and attached to form part of this Policy.] 
 

https://tv.jw.org/%23en/video/VODStudio/pub-jwban_201507_2_VIDEO
https://tv.jw.org/%23en/video/VODStudio/pub-jwban_201507_2_VIDEO
https://tv.jw.org/%23en/video/VODChildren/pub-pk_17_VIDEO
https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/parents-teach-children-about-sex/
https://www.jw.org/en/bible-teachings/questions/parents-teach-children-about-sex/
http://www.jw.org/
















































































SEXUAL predators run rampant today, and young people
are often the target of their attack. Some youths, like An-
nette, are assaulted by a stranger. Others are attacked by a
neighbor. Such was the case with Natalie, who at just 10
years of age was sexually abused by a teenager who lived
near her home. “I was so scared and ashamed that at first I
didn’t tell anyone,” she says.

Many youths have been molested by a family member.
“Between the ages of 5 and12, I was sexually abused by my

32

How can I protect
myself from sexual

predators?

Each year, millions of people are raped or otherwise
sexually abused, and research shows that young people
are a prime target. For example, it’s estimated that in
the United States, about half of all rape victims are under
18 years of age. Because of the prevalence of abuse,
it is vital that you consider this topic.

“He grabbed me and threw me down before I knew
what was happening. I tried everything I could to
fight him off. I pulled out a can of pepper spray, but
he knocked it away. I tried to scream, but only air
escaped my lungs. I pushed, kicked, punched, and
scratched. And that’s when I felt a knife pierce my
skin. I went completely limp.”—Annette.

228 young people ask



father,” says a woman named Carmen. “I finally confronted
him about it when I was 20. He said he was sorry, but a few
months later, he kicked me out of the house.”

Sexual abuse at the hands of a neighbor, friend, or fam-
ily member is disturbingly common today.� But the exploi-
tation of young people is nothing new. Such deplorable
conduct took place even in the days when the Bible was
written. (Joel 3:3; Matthew 2:16) Today we live in critical
times. Many people lack “natural affection,” and it’s com-
mon for girls (and even boys) to be taken advantage of sex-
ually. (2 Timothy 3:1-3) While no precaution guarantees
your safety, there is much you can do to protect yourself.
Consider the following tips:

Be alert. As you walk outdoors, know what is happen-
ing ahead of you, behind you, and on both sides. Some
areas are known to be dangerous, especially at night. To the
extent possible, either avoid those areas or at least make
sure you’re not alone.—Proverbs 27:12.

Don’t send mixed messages. Avoid flirting or dress-
ing provocatively. Such actions may send the message that
you’re interested in getting physical—or at least that you
wouldn’t object to it.—1 Timothy 2:9, 10.

Talk about boundaries. If you’re dating, discuss with
the other person what conduct is and is not appropriate.�
Once you have set boundaries, do not put yourself in com-
promising situations in which you could be abused.—Prov-
erbs 13:10.

Be willing to speak up. There’s nothing wrong with
firmly stating, “Don’t do that!” or “Take your hand off me!”
Don’t hold backout of fear that you’ll lose your boyfriend. If

� Some cases involve date rape, in which a girl is either forced to have sex or is
drugged into compliance.

� For more information, see Volume 2, Chapter 4.
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he breaks up with you over this issue, he’s not worth keep-
ing! After all, you deserve a real man, one who respects
your body and your principles.�

Be cautious while online. Never give out personal in-
formation or post photos that identify your whereabouts.�
If you receive a sexually explicit message, usually the

best reply is no reply. A wall
of silence renders most online
predators powerless.

The preceding steps can
make you less vulnerable to

� Of course, that advice also applies if a
girl pressures a boy for sex.

� For more information, see Volume 2,
Chapter11.
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In the United States,
more than 90 percent
of juvenile victims of
sexual assault know
their attacker.

DID YOU KNOW . . .?

One type of sexual predator doesn’t force himself on

girls but cleverly plays on their emotions. How? By saying

such things as, “Everyone else has sex,” “No one will ever

find out,” or, as mentioned in Chapter 24 of this book, “If

you love me, you’ll do this.” Don’t be conned by a boy who

tries to make you believe that sex equals love. The fact is,

anyone who thinks that way is only looking out for his own

gratification. He is not thinking of you or your welfare. In

contrast, a real man will put your interests above his own

and will show that he has the strength to uphold God’s

moral standards. (1 Corinthians 10:24) A real man won’t

treat girls as sex objects. Instead, he will view “younger

women as sisters with all chasteness.”—1 Timothy 5:1, 2.

“if you love me . . . ”



attack. (Proverbs 22:3) Realistically, though, you may not
always be in full control of your circumstances. For in-
stance, you might not always be able to have a traveling
companion or to avoid dangerous areas. You may even live
in a dangerous area.

Perhaps you know through bitter experience that bad
things can happen despite your efforts to avoid trouble.
Like Annette, quoted at the outset, you may have been
caught unawares and been overpowered. Or like Carmen,
you may have been victimized as a child and, as such, were
powerless to control the situation—or even to understand
fully what was happening. How can you deal with the guilt
that often torments those who have been sexually abused?

Coping With Guilt

Annette still struggles with
guilt over what occurred. “I’m
my own worst enemy,” she
says. “I keep playing that night
over and over again in my
head. I feel as though I should
have tried harder to fight him
off. The fact is, after being
stabbed, I was paralyzed with
fear. I couldn’t do anything
more, but I feel that I should
have.”

=
“In the last days critical times hard

to deal with will be here. For men will be
lovers of themselves, . . . having no natural
affection, . . . without self-control, fierce,
without love of goodness.”—2 Timothy 3:1-3.

˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙
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If you have been the
victim of sexual abuse,
keep a list of scriptures
that can comfort you.
These might include
Psalm 37:28; 46:1; 118:
5-9; Proverbs 17:17; and
Philippians 4:6, 7.

TIP �



Natalie also struggles with guilt. “I shouldn’t have been
so trusting,” she says. “My parents had a rule that my sis-
ter and I had to stay together when we played outside, but
I didn’t listen. So I feel I gave my neighbor the opportunity
to hurt me. What happened affected my family, and I feel
responsible for causing them so much pain. I struggle with
that the most.”

If your feelings are similar to those of Annette or Nata-
lie, how can you cope with guilt? First, try to keep foremost
in mind that if you were raped, you were not a willing par-
ticipant. Some people trivialize the issue, using the excuse
that “boys will be boys” and that victims of rape were asking
for it. But no one deserves to be raped. If you were the vic-
tim of such a heinous act, you are not to blame!

Of course, reading the statement “you are not to blame”
is easy; believing it may be much more difficult. Some keep
what happened bottled up inside and are racked with guilt
and other negative emotions. However, who is best served
by silence—you or the abuser? You owe it to yourself to
consider another option.

Telling Your Story

The Bible tells us that in the height of his personal tur-
moil, the righteous man Job said: “I will give vent to my
concern about myself. I will speak in the bitterness of my
soul!” (Job 10:1) You will benefit from doing the same. Talk-
ing to a trusted confidant about what happened can in time

‘‘ It’s very hard to speak up about the abuse,
but it’s the best thing you can do. Speaking
up helps you to let go of your sadness and
anger and to regain your power.

’’
—Natalie

232 young people ask



help you to come to terms with the rape and gain relief from
your distressing emotions.

In fact, if you are a Christian, it is important that you
speak to a congregation elder about what happened. The
comforting words of a loving shepherd can assure you that
as a victim of rape, you have not been defiled by someone
else’s sin. That’s what Annette found. She says: “I talked
to a close friend, and she urged
me to speak with a couple of
Christian elders in my congre-
gation. I’m glad I did. They sat
down with me on several occa-
sions and told me exactly what
I needed to hear—that what
happened was not my fault.
None of it was my fault.”

The feelings left by abuse
might be too heavy for
you to carry by yourself.
Why not get help by
talking to someone?

When I feel guilty about what happened,
I will

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

What I would like to ask my parent(s) about this
subject is

...............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................

action plan!

ı



Talking about what happened and expressing your feel-
ings can keep you from becoming consumed with anger
and resentment. (Psalm 37:8) It may also help you to gain
relief, perhaps for the first time in years. After she told her
parents about the abuse, Natalie found that to be true.
“They supported me,” she says. “They encouraged me to
talk about it, and that helped me not to be so sad and angry
inside.” Natalie also found comfort in prayer. “Talking to
God helped me,” she says, “especially at those times when
I felt that I couldn’t open up to another human. When I
pray, I can speak freely. It gives me a real sense of peace
and calm.”�

You too can find that there is “a time to heal.” (Eccle-
siastes 3:3) Rely on supportive friends who are like the el-
ders described as being similar to “a hiding place from the
wind and a place of concealment from the rainstorm.” (Isa-
iah 32:2) Take care of yourself physically and emotion-
ally. Get needed rest. And most of all, rely on the God
of all comfort, Jehovah, who will soon bring about a new
world in which “evildoers themselves will be cut off, but
those hoping in Jehovah are the ones that will possess the
earth.”—Psalm 37:9.

� Sometimes victims of abuse are subject to severe depression. In such a case, it
might be wise to consult a physician. For more information on coping with distress-
ing feelings, see Chapters13 and14 of this book.
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˘ What are the benefits of speaking up
about abuse?

˘ What could happen—to you and to
others—if you keep silent?

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
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Write out three personal policies that you are determined to
live by. Include why you believe that each policy is wise.�

my journal4
SEX, MORALS, AND LOVE

� For example, “I will refrain from sex until I am married, and I believe that this is
the best course because . . .” Make sure that what you write expresses your moral
convictions, not simply those of someone else.

1.

2.

3.

ı



Annette’s attacker threw her to the ground before she realized
what was happening. “I tried everything I could to fight him off,”
she says. “I tried to scream, but only air escaped my lungs.
I pushed, kicked, punched, and scratched. And that’s when I felt
a knife pierce my skin. I went completely limp.”

If you were in a situation like that, how would you react?

8
What Should
I KnowAbout
Sexual Assault?
WHY IT MATTERS
Each year millions of people are raped
or otherwise sexually abused, and young
people are a prime target.

WHAT WOULD
YOU DO?

STOPAND
THINK!

While you might be prepared—perhaps by being alert when you travel
outdoors at night—bad things can happen. “The swift do not always
win the race,” says the Bible, “nor do those with knowledge always
have success, because time and unexpected events overtake them
all.”—Ecclesiastes 9:11.
Some youths, like Annette, are assaulted by a stranger. Others are
attacked by an acquaintance or even a family member. At just ten
years of age, Natalie was sexually abused by a teenager who lived
near her home. “I was so scared and ashamed that at first I didn’t tell
anyone,” she says.
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Annette still deals with feelings of guilt over what happened. “I keep
playing that night over and over again in my head,” she says. “I feel as
though I should have tried harder to fight him off. The fact is, after be-
ing stabbed, I was paralyzed with fear. I couldn’t do anything more,
but I feel that I should have.”

Natalie also struggles with feelings of guilt. “I shouldn’t have been so
trusting,” she says. “My parents had a rule that my sister and I had to
stay together when we played outside, but I didn’t listen. So I feel I
gave my neighbor the opportunity to hurt me. What happened affect-
ed my family, and I feel responsible for causing them so much pain. I
struggle with that the most.”

If your feelings are similar to those of Annette or Natalie, keep fore-
most in mind that a person who is raped is not a willing participant.
Some people make the issue seem less serious, using the excuse that
it is normal for boys to act that way or that victims of rape were asking
for it. But no one deserves to be raped. If you were the victim of such
a heinous act, you are not to blame!

Of course, reading the statement “you are not to blame” is easy; be-
lieving it may be much more difficult. Some hold in their feelings about
what happened and suffer from guilt and other negative emotions. But
who is best served by silence—you or the abuser? You owe it to your-
self to consider another option.

The Bible tells us that at the height of his personal turmoil, the righ-
teous man Job said: “I will speak out in my bitter distress!” (Job 10:1)
You may benefit from doing the same. Talking to a trusted confidant
can help you to come to terms with what happened and help you to
gain relief from overwhelming emotions.

Annette found that to be true. She says: “I talked to a close friend,
and she urged me to speak with a couple of Christian elders in my con-
gregation. I’m glad I did. They sat down with me on several occasions
and told me exactly what I needed to hear—that what happened was
not my fault. None of it was my fault.”

Natalie talked to her parents about the abuse. “They supported me,”
she says. “They encouraged me to talk about it, and that helped me
not to be so sad and angry inside.”

Natalie also found comfort in prayer. “Talking to God helped me,” she
says, “especially at those times when I felt that I couldn’t open up to
another human. When I pray, I can speak freely. It gives me a real
sense of peace and calm.”

You too can find that there is “a time to heal.” (Ecclesiastes 3:3) Take
care of yourself physically and emotionally. Get needed rest. And most
of all, rely on the God of all comfort, Jehovah.—2 Corinthians 1:3, 4.

YOU ARE NOT
TO BLAME

TELLING YOUR
STORY

Your feelings might be
too heavy for you to carry
by yourself. Why not get
help by talking to someone
about them?
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If you are a girl and you are being pressured to engage in unclean
conduct, there’s nothing wrong with firmly stating, “Don’t do that!” or,
“Take your hand off me!” Don’t hold back out of fear that you’ll lose
your boyfriend. If he breaks up with you over this issue, he’s not worth
keeping! You deserve a real man, one who respects your body and
your principles.

IF YOU ARE
OLD ENOUGH
TO DATE

When I feel guilty about what happened, I will . . .
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A trustworthy adult I could confide in is . . .
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ACTION PLAN DISCOVER MORE!
Watch the video
What Your Peers Say
—Sexual Harassment
at www.jw.org. (Look
under BIBLE TEACHINGS
� TEENAGERS)

w

“In middle school, boys would pull on the back of my bra and make derogatory comments—like how much
better I would feel once I had sex with them.”—Coretta.

Do you think that those boys were

“On the bus, a boy started saying nasty things to me and grabbing me. I smacked his hand away and told
him to move. He looked at me like I was crazy.”—Candice.

What do you think this boy was doing to Candice?

“Last year, a boy kept telling me that he liked me and that he wanted to go out with me, even though I
constantly told him no. Sometimes, he rubbed my arm. I told him to stop, but he wouldn’t. Then, while I
was tying my shoe, he smacked my rear end.”—Bethany.

In your opinion, was this boy:

The correct choice for all three is C.

SEXUAL HARASSMENT QUIZ

A Teasing her? B Flirting with her? C Sexually harassing her?

A Teasing her? B Flirting with her? C Sexually harassing her?

A Teasing her? B Flirting with her? C Sexually harassing her?

What makes sexual
harassment different from
flirting or teasing?

Sexual harassment is one-sided. It continues even when
the victim tells the person to stop.
Harassment is serious. It can lead to sexual violence.

http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&docid=502013172&srcid=pdf


D
O YOU remember why one of God’s
angels became Satan the Devil?—
It was his selfish desire to be wor-

shiped that caused him to turn against
God. Did other angels become followers of
Satan?— Yes, they did. The Bible calls them
‘Satan’s angels,’ or demons.—Revelation 12:9.

Do these bad angels, or demons, believe in
God?— ‘The demons believe God exists,’ the Bi-
ble says. (James 2:19) But now they are afraid.
This is because they know that God will
punish them for the bad things they have
done. What have they done wrong?—

The Bible says that those an-
gels left their own proper
home in heaven and came
to earth to live as men.
They did this because they
wanted to have sex rela-
tions with the pretty wom-
en on earth. (Genesis 6:1, 2;
Jude 6) What do you know
about sex relations?—

xy C H A P T E R 1 0 vw

JESUS’ POWER OVER
THE DEMONS

What did
these angels do
that was bad?



Sex relations are when a man and a woman become
close in a very special way. Afterward, a baby can grow
inside the mother. But for angels to have sex relations
is wrong. God wants only a man and a woman who are

married to each other to have sex relations. That way if a
baby is born, the husband and wife can take care of it.

When angels took human bodies and had sex with
women on earth, their babies grew up to become

giants. They were very mean, and they would hurt
people. So God brought a great flood to destroy

the giants and all the bad people. But he had
Noah build an ark, or big boat, to save the

few people who did what was right. The
Great Teacher said that what happened
at the Flood is important to remem-
ber.—Genesis 6:3, 4, 13, 14; Luke 17:

26, 27.

When the Flood came, do
you know what happened
to the bad angels?— They
stopped using the human
bodies they had made, and
they went back to heaven.
But they could no longer

be God’s angels, so they

Why is there more
trouble on earth now

than ever before?

LEARN FROM THE GREAT TEACHER



became angels of Satan, or demons. And what happened to
their children, the giants?— They died in the Flood. And so did
all the other people who did not obey God.

Since the time of the Flood, God has not let the demons
become like humans anymore. But even though we cannot see
them, the demons still try to get people to do very bad things.
They are causing more trouble than ever before. This is because
they have been thrown out of heaven down to the earth.

Do you know why we cannot see the demons?— It is because
they are invisible. But we can be sure that they are alive. The Bi-
ble says that Satan is ‘misleading people in all the world,’ and
his demons are helping him.—Revelation 12:9, 12.

Can the Devil and his demons mislead, or fool, us too?— Yes,
they can if we are not careful. But we do not need to be afraid.
The Great Teacher said: ‘The Devil has no hold on me.’ If we
keep close to God, he will protect us from the Devil and his
demons.—John 14:30.

It is important that we know what bad things the demons will
try to get us to do. So think about it. What bad things did the
demons do when they came to earth?— Before the Flood, they
had sex relations with women, something that was not right for
angels to do. Today the demons like it when people do not obey
God’s law about sex relations. Let me ask you, Who only should
have sex relations?— You are right, only married people.

Today some young boys and girls have sex relations, but this
is wrong for them. The Bible talks about the male “genital
organ,” or penis. (Leviticus 15:1-3) The female genital parts
are called the vulva. Jehovah created these parts of the body

JESUS’ POWER OVER THE DEMONS
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for a special purpose that should be enjoyed only by married
people. It makes the demons happy when people do things that
are forbidden by Jehovah. For example, the demons like it when
a boy and a girl play with each other’s penis or vulva. We don’t
want to make the demons happy, do we?—

There is something else that the demons like but Jehovah
hates. Do you know what it is?— Violence. (Psalm 11:5) Vio-
lence is when people are mean and hurt others. Remember, that
is what the giants, the sons of the demons, did.

The demons also like to scare people. Sometimes they pre-
tend to be people who have died. They may even imitate voices
of those who have died. In this way the demons fool many

into believing that dead

people are alive and can talk with the liv-
ing. Yes, the demons cause many people
to believe in ghosts.

What can
happen if we

watch violence?
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So we must be on guard that Satan and his demons do not
fool us. The Bible warns: ‘Satan tries to make himself look like
a good angel, and his servants do the same.’ (2 Corinthians 11:
14, 15) But, really, the demons are bad. Let’s see how they may
try to get us to be like them.

Where do people learn a lot about
violence and improper sex and spir-
its and ghosts?— Isn’t it from
watching certain television shows
and movies, playing computer
and video games, going on the In-
ternet, and reading comic books?
Does doing these things bring us
closer to God or closer to the Devil
and his demons? What do you think?—

Who do you think wants us to listen to
and watch bad things?— Yes, Satan and
his demons do. So, what do you and I need
to do?— We need to read, listen to, and watch things that are
good for us and that will help us to serve Jehovah. Can you
think of some of these good things that we can do?—

If we do what is good, there is no reason to be afraid of the
demons. Jesus is stronger than they are, and they are afraid of
him. One day the demons cried out to Jesus: “Did you come to
destroy us?” (Mark 1:24) Won’t we be happy when the time
comes for Jesus to destroy Satan and his demons?— In the
meantime, we can be sure that Jesus will protect us from the
demons if we keep close to him and his heavenly Father.

Let’s read about what we need to do, at 1 Peter 5:8, 9 and James 4:7, 8.

What is it good
for us to do?
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a small child? Aren’t you like them?— There are those who
want to hurt you too. Do you know who?—

The Bible says that Satan is like a roaring lion who wants to
eat us. And just as lions often pick on small animals, Satan and

his demons often pick on children. (1 Peter 5:8) But Jehovah is
stronger than Satan. Jehovah can protect his children or undo

anything bad that Satan does to them.

Do you remember from Chapter 10 of this book what the
Devil and his demons try to get us to do?— Yes, they try to get

us to have the kind of sex relations that God says is wrong.
But who only should have sex relations?— Yes, two grown

people of the opposite sex who are married to each other.

However, sad to say, some grown-ups like to have sex with

children. When they do, boys and girls may begin to do bad
things that they have learned from these grown-ups. They also

begin to use their sex organs in a wrong way. That is what hap-
pened a long time ago in the city of Sodom. The Bible says that

people there, “from boy to old man,” tried to have sex with men
who had come to visit Lot.—Genesis 19:4, 5.

So just as Jesus needed protection, you also need to be protect-

ed from grown-ups—and even from other children—who may
try to have sex with you. Usually, these people will pretend to be

your friends. They may even offer you something if you will
promise not to tell others about what they want to do with you.

But these people are selfish, like Satan and his demons, and they
only want to get pleasure for themselves. And they try to get this

pleasure by having sex with children. This is very wrong!
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Do you know what they may do
to get pleasure for themselves?—
Well, they may try to rub your sex
organs. Or they will even rub their
sex organs against yours. But you
should never let anybody play with
your penis or vulva. Not even your
own brother or sister or your moth-
er or father. These parts of your body
are private.

How can you protect your body
from people who do bad things like
this?— First of all, do not let any-
body play with your sex organs. If
someone tries to do this, say firmly
in a loud voice: “Stop that! I’m going to tell on you!”
And if that person says that what happened is your fault, don’t
believe that. It is not true. Just go and tell on him no matter
who it is! You should do so even if he says that what you are do-
ing together is a secret just between you and him. Even if that
person promises you nice presents or makes scary threats, you
should get away from him and tell on him anyway.

You do not have to be afraid, but you do need to be careful.
When your parents warn you about people or places that could
be a danger to you, you need to listen to them. If you do, you
take away a bad person’s chance to hurt you.

Read about protecting yourself from wrong sex acts, at Genesis 39:7-12;

Proverbs 4:14-16; 14:15, 16; 1 Corinthians 6:18; and 2 Peter 2:14.

What should you say and do if someone
tries to touch you in a wrong way?
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Alicia,� a teenager, says: “Sometimes I’m just curious about something
regarding sex, but I feel that if I ask my parents questions, they’ll think I’m
up to something bad.”
Inez, Alicia’s mother, says: “I would love to sit down and talk with my
daughter about sex, but she’s so busy with her own life. It’s hard to find a
time when she’s free.”

TODAY, sex is everywhere—onTV, in mov-
ies, and plastered all over advertising. It

seems that the only place the subject is still
considered taboo is in conversation between
parents and children. “I wish parents knew
how nerve-racking and embarrassing it is to
talk to them about sex,” says a teen in Cana-
da named Michael. “It’s easier to talk to a
friend.”

Often, parents are just as reluctant as their
children to broach the subject. In her book
Beyond the Big Talk, health educator Debra
W.Haffner says: “Many parents have told me
that they bought their child a book on sexu-
ality or puberty, left it in the preteen’s room,
and never discussed it again.” Haffner says
that the message to children is clear: “We
want you to know about your body and
about sex; we just don’t want to talk to you
about it.”

If you are a parent, you need to take a dif-
ferent stance. Indeed, it is crucial that you
personally talk to your children about sex.
Consider three reasons:

1. The sexual landscape has changed.
“There is no longer the quick definition

� Names in this article have been changed.

of sex—a husband and wife having inter-
course,” says 20-year-old James. “Now, there
is oral sex, anal sex, cybersex—even ‘sexting’
over the phone.”

2. Your children will likely be confronted
with misinformation at an early age. “They
will hear about sex as soon as they start
school,” says a mother named Sheila, “and
theywill not get the viewpoint that you want
them to have.”

3. Your children have questions about sex
but are not likely to initiate a discussion with
you. “Frankly, I have no idea how to start a
conversation with my parents about sex,”
says 15-year-old Ana from Brazil.

KEYS TO FAMILY HAPPINESS

Talk to Your Children
About Sex
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Really, talking toyour children about sex is
part of your God-given responsibility as a
parent. (Ephesians 6:4) True, it may be awk-
ward, both for you and for them.On the pos-
itive side, though, many youths agree with
14-year-old Danielle, who says, “We want to
learn about sex from our parents—not from
some teacher or TV program.” How, then,
can you talk to your children about this im-
portant yet admittedly awkward topic?�

According to Their Age
Unless they live in total isolation, children

begin hearing about sex at an early age. Even
more disturbing is the fact that in these “last
days,”wickedmenhave advanced “frombad
to worse.” (2 Timothy 3:1, 13) Sadly, many
children are exploited by adults for pervert-
ed sexual purposes.

It is therefore important for you to start ed-
ucating your children while they are still
quite young. “If you wait till they’re near-
ing their teens,” says a mother in Germa-
ny named Renate, “they may not want to
speak openly because of the inhibitions that
come with puberty.” The key is to give chil-
dren information that is appropriate to their
age.

For preschoolers: Focus on teaching the
proper names of the sex organs, and empha-
size that no one should touch these organs.
“I started teaching my son when he was
three years old,” says a mother in Mexico
named Julia. “Just knowing that teachers,
babysitters, or older children could hurt him
concerned me very much. He needed to
know how to protect himself from strang-
ers.”

TRY THIS: Train your child to respond firm-
ly if anyone attempts to play with his or her

� This article will address the need to talk to your chil-
dren about sex. A future article in this series will discuss
how to impart moral values in such discussions.

sex organs. For example, you might teach
your child to say: “Stop that! I’m going to
tell on you!” Assure your child that telling is
always appropriate—even if the person
promises gifts or makes threats.�

For primary-school children: Use these
years as anopportunity to add toyour child’s
knowledge gradually. “Test the waters before
having a talk,” recommends a father named
Peter. “See what they already know and
whether they want to know more. Don’t
force the discussion. It will likely come natu-
rally if you regularly spend time with your
children.”

TRY THIS: Have frequent, short discus-
sions instead of one ‘big talk.’ (Deuterono-
my 6:6-9) This way you will not overwhelm
your children. Furthermore, as they grow
up, they will have the information they
need in accord with their maturity level.

For adolescents: Now is the time to make
sure that your child has sufficient knowledge
of the physical, emotional, and moral as-
pects of sex. “Boys and girls at my school are
already hooking up,” says 15-year-old Ana,
quoted earlier. “I think that as a Christian, I
need sufficient knowledge about the subject.
As embarrassing as sex may be to discuss, it’s
something I must know about.”�

A caution: Teens may hold back from ask-
ing questions because they fear that their
parents will suspect them of improper con-
duct. That is what one father named Steven
found. “Our son became reluctant to discuss
sex,” he says. “But later we found out that he
felt we were suspicious of his behavior. We

� Adapted from page 171 of Learn From the Great
Teacher, published by Jehovah’s Witnesses.
� Use chapters 1-5, 28, 29, and 33 of Questions Young

People Ask—Answers That Work, Volume 2, published by
Jehovah’s Witnesses, to have discussions with your ado-
lescent about sex.



made it clear that we were not discussing
these subjects because we suspected him of
anything; we only wanted to make sure that
he was equipped to handle the bad influ-
ences around him.”

TRY THIS: Instead of confronting your
adolescent with direct questions about
a particular matter regarding sex, ask how
his or her classmates view the matter. For
example, you might say: “Many people
today feel that oral sex isn’t really sex.
Is that how your schoolmates feel?” Such
indirect questions are more likely to get
your adolescent to open up and express
his or her own views.

Overcoming Awkwardness
Granted, talking to your children about sex

may be one of the most awkward parenting
tasks you will face. But it is well worth your
effort. “Over time,” says a mother named
Diane, “the awkwardness fades, and talking
toyour child about sex can actually become a
bonding opportunity.” Steven, quoted earli-
er, agrees. “It becomes easier to discuss awk-
ward topics like sex if you establish a rou-
tine of being open about whatever subjects
present themselves in the family,” he says,
adding: “The awkwardness never completely
goes away, but open communication is the
lifeblood of a healthy Christian family.”

˙ “My parents tell me to read
articles dealing with sex and
then approach them if I have
any questions. But I wish they
would talk to me more about
it.”—Ana, Brazil.
Why, do you think, is it im-
portant to do more than sim-
ply give your child material to
read?
˙ “I know so many twisted
things about sex—things that
I think my father has no clue
about. He would be horrified
if I asked him about it.”—Ken,
Canada.
What fears might your
child have about talking

to you regarding his or her con-
cerns?
˙ “When I finally got the
courage to ask my parents a
question about sex, they re-
plied as if accusing me, asking,
‘Why would you ask about
that? Has something hap-
pened?’”—Masami, Japan.
When your child asks you a
question about sex, how can
your reaction either open the
door for future discussions or
close it?
˙ “It would help if my
parents would reassure me
that when they were my age,
they were asking the same

questions and that it’s normal
for me to ask questions too.”
—Lisette, France.
How can you put your child
at ease, so that he or she will
feel more comfortable talking
to you about sex?
˙ “My mother would ask
me questions about sex—but
in a pleasant tone of voice. I
feel that this is important, so
that a child does not feel as if
he’s being judged.”—Gerald,
France.
What tone of voice do you
use when talking to your child
about sex? Is an adjustment
needed?

ASK YOURSELF . . .
Read the following comments received from
youths around the world, and then ask yourself
the accompanying questions.
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Jehovah’s Witnesses
How Can Parents Teach Their 
Children About Sex?
The Bible’s answer
Who should teach children about sex? The Bible assigns 
parents this responsibility, and many parents have found the 
following suggestions to be helpful:

Don’t be embarrassed. The Bible is frank about sex and the genital organs, and God 
told the nation of Israel that “the little ones” should be taught about such matters. 
(Deuteronomy 31:12; Leviticus 15:2, 16-19) You can use respectful terms that do not 
treat sex or the body’s private parts as shameful.
Educate progressively. Rather than having a onetime big talk about sex when your 
child approaches puberty, share details progressively as your child is able to understand 
them.—1 Corinthians 13:11.
Teach moral standards. Schools might provide some sex education for children. 
However, the Bible encourages parents to instruct their children in not just the physical 
aspects of sexual matters but also the right attitudes and conduct regarding sex.
—Proverbs 5:1-23.
Listen to your child. Don’t overreact or jump to conclusions if your child asks questions 
about sex. Instead, be “swift about hearing, slow about speaking.”—James 1:19.

How to protect your child from sexual predators
Educate yourself. Learn how a typical 
abuser operates.—Proverbs 18:15; see 
chapter 32 of the book Questions Young 
People Ask—Answers That Work, 
Volume 1.
Stay involved in your child’s life. Don’t 
just put him in someone’s care without 
determining if that person is trustworthy, 
and do not allow your child to be “let on 
the loose.”—Proverbs 29:15.

Page 1 of 2How Can Parents Teach Their Children About Sex? | Bible Questions
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Teach your child to resist if he or she is ever 
faced with a molester

Learn More

Teach a balanced view of obedience. 
Children need to learn to obey their 
parents. (Colossians 3:20) Yet, if you 
teach your child that he must always obey 
any adult, you make him vulnerable to 
abuse. Christian parents can say to their 
child, “If anybody tells you to do something 
that God says is wrong, don’t do it.”—Acts 
5:29.
Practice simple protective steps. Help 
your child to learn what to do in case 
someone tries to take advantage of him or 
her when you’re not there. Acting out brief 
scenarios can give your child the 
confidence to say “Stop that! I’m going to 
tell on you!” and to get away quickly. You 
may need to remind “your children over 
and over again,” since they can easily forget.—Deuteronomy 6:7, Contemporary English 
Version.

Raising Responsible Children
How can Jesus’ example help you become a more effective parent?

Talk to Your Children About Sex
It’s crucial that parents talk to their children about sex. Find out how to discuss 
this awkward topic.
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