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Rivera’s response was not unusual. Since the late 1970s, according to senior Watchtower official Allen
Shuster, who provided testimony in March 2012, church policy required two elders to meet with the accused
molester to see if he or she was willing to admit guilt. If the accused denied guilt, in search of what they
considered credible evidence, elders needed a witness to the abuse. If no such witness came forward, they
would dismiss the allegation. And even if the accused molester admitted to the act, Watchtower’s policy was
to keep the incident confidential and not report it to law enforcement. If a witness was present and the
accused admitted guilt, the body of elders would expel the person from the church.

But new complaints about Campos continued to surface. In 1995, church elders expelled him from the
congregation.

The expulsion, however, was not permanent.

In December1999, Linda Vista elder Eduardo Chavez contacted Watchtower headquarters informing them of
Campos’s abuse and that they were ready to accept him back into the congregation.

“In our meeting with him he said he was very repentant for what he did,” Chavez wrote to Watchtower
headquarters in New York. “He stated that he wanted to return to Jehovah. He is willing to face the victims
and ask their forgiveness. He now wants to obey Jehovah. Before, when he would speak to people on the
platform he would not meditate on what he was doing. Although he needed to confess, he felt shameful and
had fear of mankind. He would deceive himself thinking that he could continue serving as an elder. Now he
realized that he could not change without help. Ever since his expulsion he has not abused anyone. He has
read articles of the publications regarding his sin. He says he does not see or read pornographic information.
He stated that ever since expulsion he has worked on having a relationship with Jehovah and the expulsion
has served to strengthen him spiritually. He does not miss meetings, and he even takes notes of the program.
He also said that he is willing to continue accepting Jehovah’s discipline.”
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Elders welcomed Campos back into the congregation in 2000.

In 2006, according to a letter the Reader has obtained, elders were considering promoting Campos to conduct
field service. The elders at Linda Vista, however, ultimately decided against the promotion. Reads the letter,
“Due to the fact that victims and mothers of victims are still grieving this abuse, we have decided as a body at
this time to allow for more time to pass by until we consider [Campos] for minor privileges in the
congregation.”

Then, in 2009, five of his accusers learned of Campos’s return. They hired attorney Irwin Zalkin. Campos
fled to Mexico shortly thereafter. In September 2011 he appeared in Tijuana to testify under oath in a 2010
civil suit brought by five of his victims. During his testimony, Campos admitted to touching and in many
cases anally penetrating the boys on numerous occasions. The following is an excerpt between attorney
Devin Storey and Campos:

“I touched him in his private parts,” Campos testified.
Attorney Storey: “ Did you touch his penis?”
Campos: Yes.
Storey: “Did you penetrate him?
Campos: “Yes. Yes.”
Storey: “How many times?”
Campos: “More than once. I don’t know.”

Campos then admitted to molesting the other children as well.

In 2012, the Watchtower settled the case brought by Campos’s five victims for an undisclosed amount. Later
that year José Lopez, followed by Osbaldo Padron, also filed suits. But unlike in previous cases, Watchtower
attorneys seem unwilling to enter into similar settlement talks.

“I can’t explain what their logic is or their legal strategy,” said lead attorney Zalkin during an August 14
phone interview. “The fact that they once again appear willing to reargue the same issues and fight releasing
documents that judges have ordered them to turn over is beyond me. All we can do is wait for the hearings
and let this play out in the courtroom.”

Barbara Anderson, a former Witness who worked at Watchtower’s headquarters, left the church when she
discovered reports that the church tried to hide allegations of sex abuse by elders and high-ranking officials.
Anderson runs the website Watchtower Documents.

“In the past, to protect the religion’s reputation, rather than protect children, by not adopting a policy or rule
for all Jehovah’s Witnesses to report all allegations of child abuse to the authorities, they endangered the
welfare of children.”

But Anderson says the church is implementing change. “In view of the public notoriety and scrutiny of this
issue, Jehovah’s Witnesses have asserted that they have in place excellent child protection policies without
admitting that they endangered the welfare of children because of their religious viewpoint.

“Of course, no matter what regulations are adopted, there never will be a 100 percent guarantee that
molestation of a Witness child by a Jehovah’s Witnesses molester will not happen. However, reporting a
molester to the police will help to prevent a second or third child from being molested.”

Attorney Zalkin and Watchtower’s attorneys will appear on September 15 at a hearing to discuss a motion
from the Watchtower to seal documents from the public. Zalkin says the appellate court should hear the
appeal of the $4000-a-day sanctions sometime next year.
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