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Galway man Jason Wynne 
became a Jehovah's Witness 
at the age of two, when his 
mother converted. 

Today, he is regarded by 
the religion as an apostate, 
shunned by some members 
of his family. He is also being 
sued. by the organisation's 
New York headquarters over 
a bloghefounded that chron-

. idesmyrtadproblemswithits 
handling.of child sex abuse 
allegations. 

According to legal docu
ments The Sunday Business Post 
has seen, Wynne has been 
threatened with "monetary 
damages and compensation 
to the fullest extent of the law" 
through a New York court 
over the blog. 

The Jehovalis Witnesses re
ligion is known for its strict 
interpretation of the Bible and 
for its evangelical proselytis
ing. Its headquarters, known 
as the Watch Tower, is based 
inNewYork · 

The Watch Tower is arguing 
that the blog contains the reli
gion'sintellectual property and 
trademarks and is thus violat
ingits copyright, and earlier this 
year went to the US District 
Court for the Southern District 
ofNewYorktoapplyforwhat's 
knownasaDMCAsubpoenato 
shut down the blog. 

The subpoena was granted 
andthereligion'slegalcoun
sel has written to Wynne de
manding that he take down 
the website, delete the data, 
and sign an affidavit that he 
has done so. 

"If we do not receive the 
signed unde~gs, Watch 
Tower will take this matter 
to court If this is the remedy 
we are obligated to pursue, we 
will seek monetary damag
es and compensation to the 
fullest extent of the law," the 
correspondence states. 

"These damages may in
dude statutory penqlties and 
reimbursement of any costs 
we incur including Watch 
Tower's attorney's fees. We 
will also make every effort to 
legally enjoin you from fur
ther misappropriation under 
penalty of additional fees." 

Wynne had founded the 
blog some time after he was 
excommunicated from the 
religl.on a practice known 
in the organisation as disfel
lowshipping - when he was 

discovered to have had sex 
outside of marriage. 

He had hoped to be read
mitted but soon discovered 
that he had been expelled 
using secret polides that the 
organisation did not disclose 
to its ordinary members. 

"I discovered they were 
using secret polides against 
their members in their inter
nal judicial court under the 
guise of 'spiritual matters'," 
he said. 

"If. any member or 
ex-member tried to do any
thing in [the internal] court 
they'd say it was a spiritu
al matter", thus preventing 
them from appealing against 
whatever punishment had 
been applied. 

Wynne set up the blog as a 
place to host documents that 
set out these secret polides 
so that he could;help other· 
members who had similarly 
found themselves disfellow
shipped and shunned. He was 
soon inundated with material 

blog was the first time people 
could come to a single source 
to get everything." 

Very quiCkly, the blog be
gan to host a lot of documents 
relating to alleged chila sex 
abuse. The religion has come 
under increasing scrutiny 
worldwide over how it han
dles abuse allegations, as has 
been reported in The Sun
day Business Post in recent 
months. It has been critidsed 
by statutory inquiries in Brit
ain and Australia, and sued in 
US courts, over abuse cases. 

The blog has been instru
mental in helping some of 
those investigations, he said. 

"AvoidJW and its opera-

It'ssuch 
abigsitel 
wouldn'tbe 
able to run it 
on my own 

"Other active Jehovah's 
Witnesses saw what I was 
doing and said, 'Oh you've 
got old letters there, here's 
the latest version.' More and 
more people sent in more 
policy documents that they 
had scanned in," he said. "The -----=----

tives have provided data to 
the Garda; Australian Royal 
Commission into Institu
tional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse; the UK Char
ity Commission; the Russian 
Ministry of Justice (one of the 
documents we provided is a 
key reason why they are now 
banned); lawyers in various 
cases in UK, US and Canada; 
to journalists in Spain, Neth
erlands, US, UK," he said. 

However, Wynne to1d The 
Sunday Business Post that 
he had long ago stopped any 
involvement with the site, 
which is now being run by 
other people. 

"It's such a big site I 
wouldn't be able to run it on 
nl.y own. So basically we de
dded to remove the cbntrol 
of the site from me," he said 

Wynne said all of the peo
plenowrunningthesitewere 
current Jehovah's Witnesses. 
"The control is with them 
now and it's not on servers 
in the US and not on servers 
in Ireland." 

He is still concerned about 
the legal threat, but pointed 
out that he could not make 
any dedsions about a website 
he was not involved in. saying: 
"You can't get water out of a 
stone." 


