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of life, and witness the good conlession-the "good tidings 
of great joy which shall be to all people." 

All who will  declare the true Gospel will need to be well 
shod with the preparation of tile gospel of peace (gentleness, 
patience,meekness) for strange ta say, they will find bitter 
opliosition from professed servants of the Lord who have 
been Minded and prejudiced by Satan's misrepresentations 
of the Gospel,-by which he seeks to drive from the Lord 
all who have aremnant of reason in their religious thinking. 
A11 who have ears to hear, and who do hear the true Gospel, 
will quickly distinguish it from the miserable counterfeits 
which for so long have passed current among God's people. 
Let all such remember that ability to hear isan evidence of 
divine favor, and let them not be ashamed, but glorify God 
on this behalf. Let such remember, also, that their accept- 
ance of the truth as due, in the face of unpopularity, is a 
part of their testing. The Lord pots his plan, his Word, as 
his representative, saying-He that is ashamed of me and 
my words, of him will the Son of Man he ashamed, when 
he cometh in the glory of hi Father with his holy angels. 
-Mark S :3S. 

Faze S m r s  COPIE~ of this tia& ean be had for your [ r i d  on 
application: also further reading matter for ywrrelf, showing the true 
teaching of the Bible respecting the Church ol Christ and the object of 
her el&ion in thk age, sud the t e r n  or conditions upon which those 
called to nlemhlberhip in it mny make their "ealting and el&on sure.'' 

We also oKer frrr a pamphlet showing !he Bible teaching r@- 
ing ~ U K E  P U N ~ S H M S ~ ;  which cxaminw wery testimony of God's 
Word 01% the r u b j d ,  aod prwes conclusively that many honest m l s  we 
misled by faulty translations and by misioterprctations af some of our 
Lord's parables, and the symbls of Revelation. 

The objett of our Sodety is to spread a h w l e d g e  of the h t h ,  be- 
lieving that thereby our Creator and Redeemer will be more honored, 
and God's people greatly blessed and ennbled to wo&ip and nave fhe 
lord more fervently-in spirit and io huh Address us,- 
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workers with us and with Godin scatteringthe truth-"the hsii."--Ire 
28: 17 Hundreds of thousands are being cimlated thus, the fund6 
being   up plied by voluntaq conrributiom from thore whose hearti and 
heads hnve been refreshed by these "glad tidings of great jay vhich 
shall be unto all people." 
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N 0 APOLOGY seems necessary for our snbject-"Whkh 
is the true Gospel of which theApostle was not ashamed?" 

If time and thought may be profitably expended in the study of 
the earthly sciences--sociology, finance, e t r ,  etc,  built largely 
upan human inferences and conjectures-surely none could 
dispute the propriety of studying the science of divine revela- 
tion. If it be profitable to investigate the physical diseases of 
mankind and their causes. and the laws of medicine and of san- 
itation for the offsct of these, it surely cannot be disputed that 
the Gospcl which God has presented a s  the antidote for soul- 
sickness and soul-death and as the science pertaining to 
life eternal, is worthy of still greater and more profound con- 
*irl.nt;nn 

The greatest minds, the noblest specimens of our ra?. 
have admttted our topic to he the one above all others m 
importance; and have weighed it carefully-whether as a result 
they accepted or rejected it. We are not now discussing the 
weight of mental acumen enlisted for and against the Gospel: 
we are merely noting the iact that all m G  of ability have 
recognized that the subject is worthy of their careful con- 
sideration, and as havine claims UDDn their attention oara- 
mount toany and 311 otters. lndeid, it  may be set h o i t i  ks 
a f3ct that whoever has given the sttbjrct of reiigion no con- 
sideration is one of three things,+ novice in mental exerdrc, 
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or a near relative to "rhe fool who hath said in his heart there 
is no God." or a coward, preyed upon by fears. ipstigated by 
Satan to hinder Itonest investiwation of the divine message - 
of love and mercy. 

Even a hasty glance into the intelligent f a y s  of this 
large audience assures me that you ,all have w e n  some 
+hnnvht to our theme:-thonrb exoenence assures me that .. ..~- . ~ - ~ ~  , -~~~~ -~~ - ~ ~ .  
comparatively few of you have ever reached conclusions on 
this subject fully satisfacto to yourselves. Henee your faith 
and love and zeal toward Zod  and your zeal for the Gospcl a% less strong than you could desire. Let us hope that as 
we reason together on this great subject to-day, we may by 
God's grace, see more clearly than ever before which is the 
trne Cfimel-the one of which the Apostle was not ashamed, -. - - . - - 
and of Ghich, therefore, none of us need feel ashamed,-the 
Gospel, therefore, which should more and more move and 
energize us, as the power of God, unto salvation. 

No one of intelligence will dispute the meaning of the 
word "Gospel": it signifies "good tidings," good news,-- 
a good message. Nevertheless, in some unaccountable manner, 
by common consent, "a real Gospel sermon" is almost uni- 
versally understood to signify bad tidings-tidings of eternal 
misery to the reat mass of our race--to ail except the little 
Sock of God's faithful people. As a consequence, the preacher 
of a "Gospel sermon" is expected to figuratively shake the 
congregarion over an abyss of everlasting torture, making as 
strong an effort as possible to intimidate them thereby to a 
thorough reformation of life, in hope of thus escaptng an 
awful eternity. 

Truc this that we mixht term "the Gospel (7) of damna- 
tion" is hot so generally preached as it once was, because 
more enlightened minds of cultured people repudiate it as a 
ietich of the past. Yet this perversion of the Gospel is stil\ to  
hr h ~ % r a  in rorrntrv olaces. at camp meetlnns. occasionally in - - - . - - . - . . . . . -. . . . 
the city pulpit, and ;niueAalIy in-Salvation Army meetings. 
Nothing is further from our iltention than a criticism of 
the consciences and honesty of Intention of !hose who thus 
preach. I t  is no part of our mission to criticlse persons and 
motives, but "With malice toward none and with charity 
toward all" we consider it not only our rivilege but our 
duty to criticise doctr[nes, tliat thereby tRe truth may be 
the more firmly establ~shed, and error brought into dsre- 
pute. 

Before we profeed to the consideration of the Gospel of 
which the Apostle was not ashamed-the Gospel set forth 
in the Srriotttrea--it will be exoedient for us to take n glance *.. .. . - - . . . . 
at  the d i f f e r en t~osp~ l s  set forth by the various denominations 
of Christendom. If is not our thought that.each dempomlna- 
tion represents a d~fferent Gospel. for the d~fferences m many 
instances are ch'lefly respecting ceremonies. forms, methods of 

"-. ..". 
It inay not be possible {or us to handle our subject pro r 

ly and thoroughly without olfcring some criticism of tgs;  
three Gospels whtch for centuries have entrenched themselves 
in Christian minds. each fortified Lv the decisinns nf itc n w n  ...:~~ - 

Councils, backed by voluminous oplnlons from their several 
theological seminaries, but we can and assuredly will strenu- 
ously avoid saying one solitary word in criticism of those 
who we believe conscientiously uphold these several conflict- 
ing Gospels. We cal! you to witness that we are all Scrip- 
turally enjoined to Contend earnestly for  the faith once 
delivered to the saints," (the true Gospel) at  the same time 
that we are enjoined by the same authorihl to "Speak evil 
of np man." W e  shall endeavor to keep strictly within these 
adm!ttedly froper line% and, additionally, as  the Apostle ad- 
montshos. Speak the truth m love." 

THE COSPEI. ACCOXDINO TO ROMAN CATHOLIWX. 

The Gospe! according to Roman Catholicism is that all 
men fell into sip and under seqtence of eternal torment: that 
Christ amom Lshed a redelnphve work which, supplemented 
by the s a c r d e  of the mass, and by prayers and penances. 
permits all believers (Roman Catholics) to escarw that eternal 
torment, which will be the sure portibn of ali heretics; re- 
gardless of their good works or morals. A s  for its own 
people, it holds tbat even its highest oKiuds, including Bishops 



and Popes, go to Purgatory for refinement, purification from 
sin and to be preparcd for heaven It claims that some will 
s end only a short time in Purgatory. assisted out of it by 
tRe merit of prayers, masses. etc.. on their behalf by their 
friends after death. But their expectation is that ultimately 
Purgatory will be no more. its thousands of millions being 
prepared for a better and happier condition. But according 
to all the great theologians of Papacy, and according to all 
the Papal bulls, all Protestants, all rejectors of Papacy's teach- 
ings, will suffer endless torment This is the Roman Catholic 
Gospel fairly presented, a6 we understand it. It does not 
seems to rx to be very good news-not very good tidinps, even 
to those who get the very best it has to offer, and it certainly 
would be very bad tidings to all out of harmony with Papacy. 

Let us next look at  the great Protestant doctrine rep- 
resented in the word Calvinism-the doctrine o i  tbe election 
of the Church and the reprobation of all others. 

THE GOSPEL PRESENTED BY CALVINISM. 

Calvinism claims that fa!th in Christ is essential to =I- 
vation and it admtts that falth comes by hearing and hear- 
ing by the Word of God. Calvinism requires more than a 
mere knowledge of Christ and belief in hlm as a good and 
exemplary man, who died a martyr to his too extreme con- 
victions. I t  requires faith i s  ChSst's death as  a sacrifice fur 
man's sin, and at least some manifestation towards righteous- 
ness of life before any could be recognized as being 0% the 
elect Church. Consequently, according to Calvinism, the elect 
Church could not include the heathen of the present time 
and all the way back through the past, who have never heard 
of the on1 name given under heaven or amongst men whereby 
we must k saved. Stretched to its very broadest. Calvinism 
could not include more than one in twenty of earth's fifty 
thousand millions that are estimated to have lived from Adam's 
day until the present time. In othar words, according to the 
hroadest possible estimate of this view, more than forty- 
seven thousand millions of humanity were in the language 
of the Westminster Confcssion of Faith. "oassed bv" as non- 
-- --. ... ...- -. . -.. " * .-... 

And what does this mean -"passed by" or  "non-elect?" 
I t  means, according to Calvinism, that God, who knew the 
end from the beeinnins. before creating this world 2nd mm- .~. -..- 

"oass bv" and not 
elect those forty-seven thousand millions 0% his &eatures to 
life and happiness. but would predestinate them to an eternity 
of torture, and that carving out this diabolical plan, he pre- 
pared a great place large enough to hold forty-seven thousand 
millions, and fuel s a c i e n t  to produce the necessary combua- 



, ~- ... 
of G o b  his foreknawledr 

It may be argued that Love is a grace and that its ex- 
ercise is not incumbent upon Jehovah: that alt that could be 
asked or expected of him would be simplc Justice, and some 
might be ready to daim that for God to eternally torment 
these forty-swen thousand millions "passed by" would be in 
strict accord with Justice. This ,we deny l W e  claim that 
having the power to create manktnd would not iustify their 
creation if the Creator saw that the result wor~ld be the 
everlasting torture of a single creature. Justice would say 
that power is not to he exercised to the injury of another, 
and that to exercise the creative power under such foreknown 
conditions would be inlustice. And Wisdom attuned to Jus- 
tice would say, Bctter a thousand times never to have created 
anybody than to have created one being to suffer uninstly 
eternally. 

This statement, dear friends. is a fair impartial statement 
of the Gospel according to our beloved brolher. John Calyin, 
and those who subscribe to the Westmlnster Confessson, 
and their allies. This sorely ia not the Gospel of which the 
Apostle Pad ,  in our text, declared, "I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ!' Paul would assurediy have been 
ashamed of such a Go~pel, and so are all true Christians, 
who have the true splrrt of love and justice. -none nlore so. 
perhaps. than those who unfortunately, through circumstances 
of b~rrh,  etc., and hlthtrto without realizing what it meant, 
have been lending their names and influence to this great 
blasphemy against the divine character. 

THE ARMINIAN VIEW OF THE GOSPBL. 

For instance, while it sounds nice theoretically to say 
that God is doink all that he can do to save the whole world 
at the present tlme, everybody knows that this is not true; 
that on the contrary you or I or  any other intelligent human 



fmm heathendom. Indeed, according to some good reckon- 
mgs, the  percenta e of Christians every year is decreas~ng, 
the hlrrhi of heatten lands so far ootnumbeiing the births 
of Christian lands-even counting all the chlldren born m 
Christendom as Christims. 

I s  any Christian, in view of thew facts. ptepared to dalm 
that our God has been doing all that he could do for the con- 
version of the world? If  so, that Christian may as well write 
upon his hopes at once the word "Ichabod." If we saw that 
the Calvinistic view magnifies the wisdom and power of God 
at  the expense of his justice and love, we find on the other 
hand that the Arminian view magnifies the love of God at 
the expense of his wisdom and power. The true Gospel 
must show divine Wisdom and Power in full accord wlth 
divine Justice and Love: of any other we must needs be 
ashamed. 

DISTINCITONS WITEOLJT PRAClTWIL DIFRERENCB. 

But, my dear friends, we may as  well now as at any 
time concede that there is m a n t i v r l v  little r i i f feren~e in ~ - -~ ~ ~ - ~ -  - - ~  
the outcome of these two ooonlar E 

-., .....- ..-- ... 
'rotenant Gospels--the 

difference is merely a theoreiilal one respectrng how the re- 
sults are to be reached. The results themselves are the same 
in b t h  cases--the eternal doom and torment of over forty- 
seven thousand millions of human creatures. For our Ar- 
hninian friends no less than Calvinists agrec that there is no 
salvation aside from faith in Christ, the only name given; 
and they admit also that of those who believe in Christ only 
the sanctified are of the real Church; and their Gospel is 
also that only tbe rml Church i s  to he saved and that all 
others are to he eternalh* and most horrihlv torm~ntedl- ~ - -  * ~-~~ 

some claim in literal flames, others say by the torments and 
gnawings of conscience and remorse, which they proceed to 
say will be worse than the literal flames,-and we respond. 
if worse, so much worse for  the argument. 

All will surely agree as respects these two theories or 
Gospels held out to the world by Protestant Ciiristendom 
that it would make no difference to the forty-seven thousand 
millions, whether they got into that awfnl state of hopeless 
woe by divine predestination and lack of love and justice, 
or  by divine incapacity and laclc of foreknowledge and proper 
arrangements. We believe that no true Christian will he 
ready after examining the subject thus far to say that be 
fully approves either of these theories, and that he is not 
axbamed of both of them. 

WAick t tht Trur G@t? If 

CONSIDER NOW TEE TRDE GOSPEL. 

NOT UNIVERSAL SALVATION BUT A UNIVERSAL OPPORTUNITY 

FOR SALVATION. 

The Apostle tells us that GOcl preached the Gospel be- 
forehand to Abraham, "beforehand" signifying before it was 
due to hegin; for the Gospel did not begm with Abraham, 
but with our Lord Jesus Christ, as the Apostle again declares, 
"This salvation began to be declared by our Lord and was 
confirmed unto us by them that heard hlm." (Heb. a:$.) 
All that ever went before our Lord's preaching was not the 
Gos el, but merely types and promises which foreshadowed 
it., Eet  us notice next what, according to the Apostle, con- 
s t l h t t d  this inrestatement of the Gos~e l  to Abraham: he - -. - . - - . .. . - . . . 
says that it was couched in the words.-"In thee and in thy  
seed shall all nations he blessed." (Gal. 3x6,  a g )  Note this 
carefully: it does not say, In thy seed shall one out of a 



~~ ~ ~~ ~~ ~~~~~~- -.~.~. .. 
very dass specified, ihe famtlies of the earth-and tEey have 
net vet been blessed with this knowlcdgc of the only name 
mh~rPin i s  i h ~  hlre.ine 

great hulk of all people. 
(3) We are sure that this testimony must be given to 

them 1n the future because the Scriptural declaration is that 
"Christ died for the ungodly;" "he tasted death for every 

man," and as a consequence every man must have an oppor- 
tunity granted him for hnefitting by that death, and of avail- 
inz himself of the orivileee of eternal life which war secured 
b y  o w  Lord's raGom szcrifice. 

Dm CHRIST DIE POR Tap CWRCH ONLY? - 
But some one would perhaps say, Christ died only for the 

sins of the Church and not for the sins of the world, and con- 
sequently the sins of the world cannot he forgiven them 
We answer, No; the Scriptural dadaratioh most positively 
is that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God tasted death for 
every man," "to he testified m due ttme." And addihonally, 
the A ostle sa s, "He is a propitiation [satisfa&ionl for our 
Lfhc 8hurchts$ sins, and not for ours only, but also for the 
stns of the whole world!' (r John z:z.) 

What could be plainer than this? If the price for the 
sins of the whole world has been paid to Justice, we may rest 
well assured that Justice will furnish opportunity throygh the 
Redeemer whereby all these whose sins were atoned for may 
come to a knowledge of Christ and to an opportunity of ac- 

the wai of righteousness and love a<d peace, and wili see 
the divine law m practical operation, and witness its benefient 



"IF YE BE CHRIST'S, THEN ARE YE ABME&S 

SEED, AND HEIRS. 

Another matter, ~eally. the ke to the whole qmt ion  
which we are .dlsnusmg. is reveared in God's Word, v i r ,  
that in the d~vine purpose the promised "Seed of Abraham" 
that should perform the great work of blessing all the families 
p i  the earth, is to be one, in the sense of one kind. but not 
m the sense of one person-that is to sa that the seed of 
Abraham consi!ts of Jesus Christ the Lead, and of the 
Chnrch which is hi body. %t the nominal or professing 
chnrch.,put the trne Chnrch, whose names are written m 
heaven, and who walk in the footsteps of their Lord, and 
are found faithful untq death, and shall be granted with their 
Lord the crown of life. 

This, Gospel age intenrening between the time of the eat sin offenng and the time when the blessing of earth's bilFons 
mll conlmence. God has set apart for the work of selecting 
or  electing the body of Christ, the Church, the Bride, the 
"little flock." the 'royal priesthood." the joint heirs with 
Christ in his kingdom. These. like their Head, are called 
w1th.a "high calling." a "heavenly calling", and the salvation 
provlded for them is highet than that which God purposes 
for the world in general. He is selecting this "little Rock" 
and trying them and roving them, fitting them and polishing 
them for the heavenfy Kingdom. and it is to,these, as the 
Apostle Peter declares, Gad has given "exceedmng great and 
preuous promises [far beyond any promises glven to any 
other of his creatures] that by these [promises] we might 
become partakers of the divine nature," and joint-heirs with 
his Son. This is denominated a "heavenly calling" in con- 
trast with the,,earthly salvation intended for whosoever will, 
*'in rim- -- --. ....... 

This trne view of the calling and election of the Church 
is another feature of the Gospel. If  it is splendid, good news 
to know that ultimately all families of the earth are to be 

ble-d with opportunities for salvation through the Christ i t  
1s st111 an additional feature to Llie good uews tp know t h t  
God has invited us to become members of the Chrmst company. 
"mcn~hers in particular of the body of Christ." No wonder 
the Apostle calls this "our high calling." our "heavenly call- 
ing" : it is to the attainment of this great prize that the Apostle 
exhorts all the faithful to lay aside every weight and every 
besetment and to run with patience the race set before us in 
the Gospel, looking unto Jesus, the author. until he shall have 
h."-m. +he finisher of our fath. w-.".... -, 

This is the true Gospel, dear friends. the one we find sot 
forth in the Scriptures, set forth by Paul himself, and of 
which he was not asbamed. This Gospel shows the character 
of our Creator in a most wonderful light,-his Wisdom, able 
to discern the end from the beginning; his Power, able to ac- 
complish that which he pleases; his Jnstice squaring every 
feature of the plan from first to last, according to the most 
absolute features of righteousness; his Love, whose lengths 
and breadths and heights and depths we have not yet been 
able to explore; a love which sympathizes with his creatures 
in their fallen estate; a love wbch provided a Saviour and a 

reat one; a love which prompted that Saviour to &ve his 
f i e  as our ransom price; a love which met all the require- 
ments of divine justice for us; a love which still pursues 
mankind, and m this Gospel age calls us to joint h e i r s p  
with his Son in a nature and Kingdom far above angels, p r l a  
cipalities and powers, of which the Apostle says: 

"Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us that we should be called the sons of God." This 
divine love, still pursuing its original plan for man's salvation. 
will use the "elect" glorified house of pons, of which Christ 
Jesus is the Head (Eph. I :?a) in bless~ng all famlies of the 
earth with full opportunity of knowledge and full assistance 
up the hx~hway of holiness (Isa. 35:8) that so many as will 
may attarn to restitution to all that was lost in Adam by 
coming back into harmony with God through the great Medi- 
ator.-Acts 35923. 

NONE NEED BE ASKAMBD OF TEE TRUE GOSPEL. - 
6' 

Verily, dear friends, of this Gos el we are not ashamed, 
for it is the power of God unto sakation to eyery one that 

beliweth." I t  has in our hearts a transforming and renew- 
ing power, a sanctifying power which no error could possibly 
have, and which all the theories of eternal torment have 
never equaled and never will. Ler us more and more "show 
forth the praises of our God, who hath called us out of dark- 
ness into his marvelous light: by renonncin all God-dis- 
honoring creeds and theories, and instead hold forth the Word 



of iife, and witness the good conlession-the "good tidings 
of great joy which shall be to all 1)eople.'' 

All who will declare the tme Gostxl will ileed to be well 
shod with the preparation of t l ~ e g o s ~ i l  of peace (gentleness, 
patience, meekness) for strange ta say, they will find bitter 
opposition from professed servants of the Lord who have 
been blinded and'prejudiced by Satan's n~isrel~reset~tations 
of the Gospel,-by which he seeks to drive from the Lord 
all who have a remnant of reason in their religious thinking. 
All who have e u s  to hear. and who do hear thc true Gospel, 
will quickly distinguish it from the miserable couliterfeits 
which f ~ r  s o  lo~rg have passed current among God's lrople. 
Let all such remember that ability to hear isanevidence of 
divine fayor, and let rhern not &ashamed, but glorify God 
on this behalf. Let such remember, also, that their accept- 
ance of the truth as due, in the face of unpopularity, i's a 
part of their testing. The Lord puts his plan, his Word, as 
his representative, saying-He that is ashamed of me and 
my words, of him will the Son 01 Man be ashamed, when 
he cometh in the glory of his Father with his holy angels. 
-Mark 8:3S. 

Fa= S-LE COPIFS of tbis h& m n  he had for yew friends on 
application: also hrtbv reading matter for yewself, showing the true 

teaching of the Bible respecting the Church of Christ and the abject of 
her el&n in I& q e ,  and the te- or cnnditlans upon which those 
called to n~embership in it mny make their "calling and e l d o n  sore." 

We also oKer frcr a pamphlet showing the Bible teaching e- 
ing p l m r x ~  PUNISHMENT, which examines mery testimony of Gad's 
Word on the subjd ,  aod prwes conclurively that many honest -1s are 
misled by faulty uanslatiom and by mirioterprctntions of same of our 
Lord's peables, snd the symbols of Revelation. 

The obj& of our Sodety is to spread a knowledge of the tmh, be- 
lieving that thereby our Crentor and Redeemer will be more honored, 
aod God's people greatly blessed and enabled to wmhip and m e  the 
Lord more iervently-in spirit aod in hath. Address us,-- 

WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY, 
BIBLE HOUSE, AUEGHZNY, PA., U. 5. A. 
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