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Being a letter to the Church of Ghirist by J.F. Rutherford.
To the dear Saints in Ohrist Jesus:

30 many of you have written me and my companyons in bonds,
words of love, sympathy and encouragement, and our opportunity
for writing is so linited, that we ask all of you to take this as
&n acknowledgement of your sweet messszes. I know that like {nesipho-
rus (2 Tim, 1:16) you are glad to "refresh us" and that you “are
not ashamed of our chaing" and we, beloved, count it a great privilege
o suffer with Chriasty Jesus our blessed Head, our Lord. Looking
back I preise the Lord for sll the sweed privileges I have had

of serving you, and the sweet fellowship in Christ I have enjoyed
with you. i

How wonderfully the Lord is fulfilling his precious promises
to us. He bought us with the pr'cious'bloggjqf his beloved One. He
guided us and drew us to Jesus; and there we becane respective
members of the Body 'of Christ. Our deer Lord them mede us fis _ e
asbassadors to represent him in this unfriendly world, to proclaim o
the message of glad tidinzs to all who have the hearings edr. What \
Joy has filled our hearts as we have gone forth conscious of the
fact we were representing our great « True, the world has nof
known us, "it is enough for the disciple to be &s his master"; thank-
ful indeed we are that we have had this privilege. Some heve had

the hearing ear, and some of you we have had the privilege of

showing the pathway that lesds to. life. I am rejolcing to see

you standing steadfast in the faith,

On june 2n2 1907 (1 year after my consecration) I entered the .
Fllgrim service; and on-june 2nd 19518 I Jdelivavred the lsst discourse -
before our trial. it was 11 years of blessed sarvice, and how I- '
thank: the dear Lord for this privilege, and if T cas only see and
die with Jesus how I ghall delight to tell Him of ny deep gratitude
to and lofe for Him for all these blessed privileges. I have seen
Jou in distress and have wept with you. I have seen you in j
and have rejoiced with you. I have endeavored to be faithiul to
my Lord; and because of my persistance in telling out the blessed
nessage of the Kingdom and the resurredtion blessings coming to
man<ind I sa=m celled questioned before the ecclesiasticsl and civil
powers of the world, another blessed favor the Lord has granted
to me as his willing slave. ;

Brother Fussell had promised the 7th volugn. The Scriptures

show that it must be published. When without self-seeking, but

by the will of God I was placed in the position of executive of the
Society of the lord's orgenization for the haryest work, T felt it
uy eacred duty end privilege Ifroam. the Lord to see that the 7th

vol. was publighed. ind when the Lord through two of his falthful A
servants %now.ny fellow-prisoners) produced the nenuseript, T folt =
that he had laid upon me the privilege and duty of seeing that N
this message went to his people. The book was published at a time

of much opuosition to the Society and 1ts manszement. It was horn S e
in travail. S ; ; T

The sdversary has alweys opposed the progress of the work of the U ey
Lord. Ye were not ab sll surprised to find the -storm . ng about
us =t the time. Almost night and day we labored o get book
out to yous Some Of you had the opportunity helping and Atd so
with gledness of heert. We give thanks to our Father and Saviouwp -
Ohrist Jesus for the privilege of hsving a part in publishing this,
the last of the series of studles. in the “cripbures, which the = -



.« We count not our livea dear unto us, only thet we may be ¢ d

-

'ptoplo of the genturies to come will read with deep interest and
profit and will give God the glory. £ v

Srother kussel's last expression conce. the hervest was -
that it would end in the spring of 191%. We bellieved this, and
believing it, we felt that the 7th vnlﬂ. must go out before the
harvest closed. My attention was diredted to Jer. S1:59-64. I
understood it tb mean that vol. 7 must go to the people, hence
the organization to distribute it end the pushing of Lhe work.

You, beloved in the Lord, responded to the call and joyfully 18
went for¥h as livinz stones tied to the book and cast it in smong *
the people -~ into the waters of the Fuphrates and it sank down and - }
illustrated how Babylon shall fall. Ten million copies of 'Fell . |
of Bebylon' you distriduted with willimg hands. The sole ¢ -
in the minds of eech of us wes to do the will of the lord of
the harvest and to finish His work before the night should come Ly
on. There never was a thought in our minds of mnrforins with ﬂ‘n -i;
Governanent or violabting any law, ‘

The spring of 1918 came, and the evidence begin to anuaal
that the harvest was closing, and the reapers were crying to each :
other: 'Hasten the reaping we pray. Forgetting your tired sore rcot,
you hurried on, and the Lord blessed you richly. iAre you sorry g
now that you have put forth such an effort? T am persueded from the
letters I have received that you are not sorry but glad. Rejolce, now,
beloved, the work of harvesting the church is dofe. The dark might .
18 coming rapidly and soon we shall be home. There m&y be a little
zore work for the faithful to do in calling the world's attention £
to the messege and the aiding of the Elisha cless. Ask the Lord =
to give you wisom and to direct you, ani he will do it.

More than twenty years ago Brother Russell told us what would
happen (see P 95)¢ True to what was then foreshsdowed. Herodiss,
being angry and long desiring to destroy ys, seized the opportunity
made possible by the distrees of nations.

Salome danced before Herod. fikx The denand was made and dul
met. You are familiar with the stery of how of our dear faithful
brethern have been arrested and thrown intep gon. It wes charged
we were the employ of the German Govermment. Our books were aseized
and searched for evidence, but none was found, because none ever
existed. We were arrested and hailed into court, charged with con- ]
spiracy and sedition, the evidence being that we published the )
'FPinished iiyst ' and sided our brethernm concerning the draft. We
knew what would the result. God had foretold it long azo (Jup :
36:37438) « We knew shat we were absolutely umocmt. Hot one. o
us had the thought of doing wrong. ey

¥e were wholly absorbed im doing what we feel the Lord geve
us to do, to meke known S$he message due $o be publighéd, Because— -4
of feithfulness to our dubty I and six of my companions find ourselves’

in prison cells. Are we pining? N0, dear brethern; we are hapyy to P
soon make repport bo Him, His approval alone we desire and

worthy to see the Lord, We feel that we Have faught & goold fight, |
and 1T our work iIs finished we await  the ;judmnt of our present
Lord, whom we love and serve. >

A brief history of the trial we have n‘rictan. NS m ndvi.ud ;' G
that seven that opposed the BSocies am". its work du : e
attended upon the trial, and lent Al o our



you, beloved, against the subtle efforts of some of them to Tawn 5%
upon you now, in an abttempt o get hold upon the Society. Take heed
of St. Paul's admonition in Rom. 17:17,18. Be gentle and kind, yet
firm, with all. We have come to the end of the day. let us take '
heed to what we have been taught, - S

In all this trying experience the lord has repeatedly shown : j
us that He is bearing us up in his hand. He hss permitted seven =
of us to be sentenced together; for some reason known to Him, the
eighth brother being left behind and not as yet sentenced. We
spent seven days k nights in the dark cell of the Reymond Street
Jail in Brooklyn. Then we were removed to Long Island glty jJail
and pleced in 7 adjoining cells in tHe corridor. Here for 7 days . .
we have had fellowship together, being permitted to assemble im =
one cdll every morning for our Bethel service. We have been treated
_ very kin here and now im' the 7th night in this prison we sre

informeéd that this is to be our last here end on the morrow we =
shall be thken to Atlante penifentiary. = - -

During our imprisonmeit the other prisonors have been respect— =

ful to us and have treated us with difference. The officers have .
been kind. We have expected to be governed by the prison rules, end
have gladly obeyed them in letter and in spirit. Not a temr of sl

regrel or bitterness has been shed by one of the seven. We have

wept for you, beloved, we have sorrowed because of our ssperation
- from you. We have prayed much for you, that the deer Lord will
protect you from the wolves, and take you safely into His fold,
Ye know thet He loves yoU more than we can and that He will care
for you where we cennobs St i

Sorrow not for us, dear saints, for we are in the Lord's hsnds.
Thus far fe has led us and He will lead us on. Your pathyay ney
be fraught with many Ffing experiencess But his Word's "“Pear not
then that can kill the s but fear him who may destroy the
soul (new cresture),' "Feer mot little flock, it 1s you Fathers '
good jleasure to give you the Kingdom." I know thet you are counted
by ecclesiasticism as the off-scouringof theperth, and that you
are a gezing atock while you are the companiohs of prisoners. But
forget all these things. iemonmber that our Easter made Himself of
no rejutation, that He endured the crusl cross, despising the shame,
all that He might do the Father's will. What a blessed privilege '
then tc be counted wo ‘of bearing some reproaches mmiuxud like
what fell upon Him. God has favored you and us above the eacient
worthies, who endured hardships and persecutions far greater than =
we have endured. He has favored ng sliie. sie eageds Or DESVeH, who -
deaired to-doow into His y DU é'n';f’ not permitted. He : =
us by calling usto the heavsnly ng f'er above angels, powers
-and principalities, setting defore us the grestest of all prizes.
He tells us thatl we cen have this prize only by passing through
much tribulation, and that the feet mesbers must have & goodly .
part in this persecution. Behold, then, the persecution and the ,
prize; behold the cross and the crown. We cen have the latter only
by tating up the former. Shall we thenm falber or fall back? I am S
persuaded of you, dear brethern, that you will not falter or fall back
but but that when the fiery chariot comes near that you will gladly =

S 4

. take 18. It is the greates privilege £ ever tu get into that - ots
It means a time in glory; it means & crown of life; it neans to see
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God. Poor, blind worlad, drik with the wine of Babyloni it is lg;fg;rinﬁ?
now like & drunken men, and is about abt its wits end (Ps. 107: e
Soon the irince of Peace will speak to the réging waves of the Nads
surging meeses, and then quietness and clamngss will result. ¥

Then will follow the desire of all honest people of all natioms. =
If we have withstood the storms and been faithful te the Lord, we
may have a part in blessing those who bave used us ill dbecsuse
Ehny did nog Znow us, even as the same class did nog know our
aster. ¢ <

The dark night is at bend;but rezember it 1s darkest just '.-?ﬁg
before dswn of the bright s Soon the Son of righteousmess will -
fully arise with healing in his beams; and if we have Sroven S
faithful we shall experience the eweet promise of our Lord, who =g
8aid: "Then shall the righteous shine forh as the brightness of the R
sun in the kinglom of the father" (Natth. 13:43). Then will the world
know us not as seditious, but true patriots, thet' we are nog ene= -
mies but friends, sngicus to do all for memkind. The Lord has . o
zroniaud'thgt the wolld shall know who has been born in Zion (Ps. 5k

7:35)s Will you be born there? I hope I shall see you there. '-
Then will be fullf-apprecintcd the words of dear brother Paul that 1

cti - '

"These light affl ons endure but a moment and that they asre
working out for us a far more exceeding and etermsl weizht of 3
glory” (2 Kor. 4:10). Wow you are despised and hated of all nations, -
end now is the time 50 remembér the words of our King: 'In Patience
FUXEXX pOSSeSs ye your souls. He that endureth to the end, the :
sane shall be saved,' : .

( This teltimani :nnisigncd by the other six, who were sentenced |- <
with Brother Rubherford and deliverdd to the N.Y. Bethel fasily = |
while being trensfered to tralm em route to itlanta Ueorgia State o

(Federal) remitentiary.)
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