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Abraham’s Life History
An Allegory

of the Divine Plan of the Ages.

It has been wrilten that Abraham had two sons, one from the
bondwoman, and one from the freewoman. Now, the one from
the bondwoman was born according to the flesh; but he of the
freewoman was through the promise, Which things are an
allegory; for these represent two covenants.  (Gal. 4: 22-31.)

Had it not been for this authoritative statement of the
Apostle, would it have occurred to us that Abraham’s two
wives are allegorical of two covenants?

Our attention having been drawn to this fact, we find,
when we study Abraham’s career, that his whole life-
history is an allegory. All the events of his life were
overruled and recorded in such a manner, that they form
in their sequence a living picture, epitomising the com-
plete Plan of the Ages. As Bible students know, the
Scriptures abound with such illustrations. They are all
designed by our loving heavenly Father to strengthen our
faith; to make the glorious Plan of the Ages appear so
real, that we can believe in it as firmly as that to-morrow
will dawn.

“Allegory” is not an English, but a Greek, word.
Translated into English it reads: “ adapted to another
meaning.” While Abraham enacted his life in a natural
way, and apparently without restriction, yet, in God's
providences, every incident and event, and every person
that came into his life, was adapted to mean some feature
in the Plan of God.

3



Thus Abraham himself enacted the part of God (Rom.
4:17; also Isa, 51:2). His two wives, as we have seen,
represented God's two covenants—Sarah the original
oath-bound covenant, or covenant of Grace, and Hagar
the law covenant. His children by these wives repre-
sented God's Children, fleshy and spiritual, which He
begat through His two covenants. Isaac typified the
Spiritual Seed, Christ head and body, sons of God begotten
through the original oath-bound covenant; and Ishmael
typified the nation of Israel, the progeny of the law
covenant, These two covenants may therefore be likened
to two wives. (God being their husband.

Each journey of Abraham from place to place repre-
sented God changing to a new phase of His foreordained
Plan. Every action of Abraham pictured some definite
dealing of God with mankind. And the persons with
whom Abraham came into contact typified particular
features of the LORD'S scheme of salvation.

Nearly fourteen chapters of the book of Genesis are
devoted to the life-history of Abraham—namely, chapters
12 to 25. Wenotice that the first three chapters present,
allegorically, a general outline of the three great Dispen-
sations into which the Divine Plan of the Ages is divided.
The succeeding chapters enter into the details of the
various Ages, and especially describe God's dealings with
His covenanted people during these periods. (See the
Chart of the Ages.)

Remember that, in the allegory, Abraham always rep-
resents God, who is the real Father of the faithful, (Rom.

4:17.) ;

1

The First Dispensation, =~ '

or “world of the ungodly,” as it is named by the Apostle
Peter, began with the creahon of Adam, and ended with
the flood, 2
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Chapter 12 of Genesis is an allegorical sketch of this
ﬁrst dispensation.

* Gaw. 12:1-3. Now the Lord had said unto Ahurn. Get thee out of thy
qloumry, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land

that I will show thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great natign, and 1
will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:
3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse them that cumlh llsee.
and in thee shall all families of the earth be Llessed. s

The first three verses show how Abraham was ¢alled
to leave his own 'country and enter into another lund,
where he would become a great nation, and get a great
name. He would also became a blessmg, and bless all
the families of the earth,

God cannot lie, and these' promises will be fulfilled.
But while on the surface the Scriptures seem to centre’
the hope of the world in Abraham and in the seed'whom
he begat through his wife Sarah, we perceive that this is
only a little earthly picture of the true hope of the world,
For although addressed to Abraham, God was in reality
applying the promises to Himself. He. personally, would
(1) beget a great nation, (2) and would glorify Himself
and make his own name great, (3) and through Him all
the world would receive a blessing.

. Gen. 13:49. So Abram departed, as the burd had spoken unto him'
gnd Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years olrj
when he departed out of Haun § And Abram took Sarai his wife,
and Lot his brother’s son, 'and all their substance that they had gathered,
and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went forth to go
into the land of Canaan ; and into the lang oi Canaan they came, 6 And
Abram passed through the land unto the. place of Sichem, unto the plain
of Moreh. And the Canaanite was thén'in the land. 7 And the Lord
appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land;
and there builded he an ajtar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him,.
8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain on the east of Beth-el,.
and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on the west, and Hai on the east:
and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called upon the name
of the Lord, 9 And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the south.

~ Abraham descended from Haran to Canaan. Both"
it o x e



countries are mountainous, but Haran is much higher than
Canaan., Sarah and Lot accompamed Abraham. In the
symbolisms of the Scriptures, a mountain represents a
kingdom ; and we find that, in the allegory, Lot is a type
of mankind. In this we see God coming down with His
original (Sarah) covenant from the high heavenly king-
dom, to establish a lesser kingdom on earth at the creation
of Adam.

The definite promise made to Abraham: “Unto thy seed
will I give this land ”—Canaan (verse 7), indicates not
only that Abraham’s seed would get the land, but much
more important, that Ged's Seed would possess the earth
when mankind attained to the glorious liberty of the
children of God at the end of the Millennium.

Abraham built an altar and called upon the name of
the Lord who appeared to him. This represents Adam,
originally the earthly image of God, having perfect com
munion with God during the penod of innocence in thg
garden of Eden. i

Gen, 12:10. And there was 4 famine in'the land : and Abram went
down into Egypt to sojourn there ; for the famime was grievous in the land.

Now, a famine implies lack of bread and consequent
atarvation, followed by death. Was there a famine .in
God’s earthly kingdom? Yes. When Adam transgressed
there began immediately a famine, not of bread nor of
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the Lord.
For man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God (Amos 8:11;
Matt. 4:4). Adam did not obey the life-sustaining words
of his Creator, and therefore he and the whole human race
in him famished and died (Rom. §:12). The scene was
changed. Paradise, the kingdom of God on earth, fell
and became the kingdom of Satan, with sin, sorrow, and
death, The “world of the ungodly” was maugurat_cd
This terrible change was typified by Abraham journeying
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(with Sarah and Lot) form the mountainous country of
Canaan, down south to the almost sea-level land of Exypt.
The Scriptures use Egypt as a figure of the sinful world.

Is it consistent with the facts to say that Abraham re-
presents God at this stage! For how can God be said to
have gone down with the world into its sinful condition?
The episode narrated in the remaining verses of this 12th
chapter of Genesis shows how the allegory sustains this
thought. First, let us quote the verses:

Gen. 12:11-20. And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter
into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, 1 know that
thou art a fair woman to look upon: 12 Therefore it shall come to pass,
when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wite :
and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive, I3 Say, | pray thee
thou arf my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul
shall live because of thee. 14 And it came lo pass, that, when Abram
was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman thal she was very
fair. 15 The princes also of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before
Pharaoh : and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16 And he en-
treated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he
asses, and menservants and maidservants, and she asses, and camels, 17
And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because
of Sarai Abram's wife. 18 And Pharaoh called Abram, and said, What
is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell ine that she
was thy wifel 190 Why saidst thou, She is my Sister? so I might have
taken her to me to wife : now therefore behold thy wife, take her and go
thy way. 20 And Paraoh commanded his men concerning him : and they
sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.

Were it not that we perceive an allegorical purpose in
this peculiar episode in Abraham’s life, we might be
at a Joss tp understand why it should be mentioned. The
haly writers of God’s Word were gred! economists of
space, and always had a definite reason for every utter-
ance. Besides which we remember that God Himself
supervised all the holy records, and nothing was allowed
to bhe inserted in His Word unless it would serve a useful
purpose. Apart from the allegorical picture there is no
apparent reason why this episode should be included in
the Bible. = We just draw attention to this, because it isa

7



good example of how an incident, unimportant in itself,
has a deep meaning when recognised as an allegorical
sketch, .

Briefly stated, this part of the allegory simply teaches
that God kept secret the means by which He intended to
bring into existence the “Seed” which was destined to
bless all the families of the earth. God reveals His secrets
only when, in His wisdom, He knows that the appropiate’
time has come. He knew that His wisest plan was to hide
the true relationship of His oath-bound covenant to Him-
self (even as Abraham hid the fact that Sarah was his
wife), and to permit Satan and his angels, typified by
Pharaoh and his princes, to make the attempt of blessing
the world and thus try to glorify themselves. Satan did
notdesire to be the god of a dying world. To the woman
he had said: “ye shall not surely die.” But when he saw
death reigning, he attempted toinstilnew lifeinto the death-
doomed race by causing the angels, the sons of God, to
marry the “daughters of men” (Gen. 6:1-4). This was
Satan’sattempt to bless the world, and bring glory to him-
self. But he failed.

God had two reasons for hiding Hl! covenant: (I) that
it might never thereafter be claimed by any of His angelic,
creatures that Christ’s sacrifice was unnecesary, and that
His work of salvation could have been done by them if
only they had had the opportunity; (2) that the loyalty of
thetangels might be tested. Such of the angels as fell from
their “first estame’” by mingling with the human family,
have ever since been kept in restraint unto the judgment
of the great day (Jude 6; 2 Pet. 2:4).

The plagues which came upon Pharaoh and his house
typified the calamities brought upon angels and men
through their vainglorious attempt to appropriate God’s
covenant to themselves. The result of their tolly was in-'
creased degradation and sorrow, termmatlnz mth the
Deluge.



The Second Dispensation,

or “ Present Evil World,” which began with Noah and his
family after the drying up of the flood, and ends with
‘Christ's Second Advent, is allegoncally uketched in
'Genests, chapter 13 to cha nter 14 verse 12.°

Gu 13: 1 - And Abram went up out of Egypt, be and hl! mfe ank
all that he had and Lot with Lim, into the south. 2 And Abram was
‘veryrichin cltlle in silver, and in gold. 3 And he went on his journeys
from the south even to Beth-el, unto the pllce Irher! his tent had been
. at the beginning, between Beth-el and n: Unto _the place of the
altar, which he had made there at the ﬁrul apd there Abram called on
the name of the LORD.

The return of Abraham to Canaan picture the regener-
:ation after the flood. Abraham represents God, and Lot
represents restored mankind. Later on, as we shall see,
Lot represents that portion of the human race with which
God had special dealings—namely, the nation of Israel,,

. Gen 13 :5-13. And Lot -also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and
herds, and tents. 6 And the land was not able'to bear them, that they
‘might dwell together. 7 And there was a sirife between the hardmen of
Abram’s catsle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle : and the Canaanite and
and the Periaaite dweMed thun in the land. 8 And Abram said unto Lot,
Let there be no sirife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between
my herdmen and thy herdmen fur we be brethren. 9 Is not the whole
land before thes? separate :hyull. 1 pray thee, from me : if thou will take
the left hand,. then | will go to the right; or if theu depart to the right
hand, thenl will go to the left. 10 And ¢ lifted up his eyes. and bebeld
all the plain of Jordan, and it was well watered every where, before the
1.ORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the LORD,
like the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose
him all the pinin of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east ; and they separated
themselves the one from the other. 12 Abram dwelt in the land of
Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain, and pitehed his tent
toward Sodom. 13 But the men of Sodom were wicked and sinners hhl’un
the LORD exceedingly. o ' ne

'The Apostle tells us that mankind, When they knew
God, glorified Him not as God, neither were "thankfyl,
Therefore, as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them oyer to a mind void of judg-
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ment (Rom. 1:21-32). At no period in earth’s history did
men know God more fully than during the years follow-
ing the flood. One would have expected that the lesson
of the great flood, which taught God’s righteous judgment
against sin, would have been a lasting one. With such a
demounstration of God’s power, it would be only reason-
able to suppose that mankind would no longer strive
against Him, and against His servants the prophets and
saints. But notso. Like Lot, they preferred their own
way to the way of God. They chose the course of pride,
fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness. And thus,
seeing that they could not dwell together in peace, God
allowed mankind to separte themselves from Him, even
as Abraham permitted Lot to go his own way toward
Sodom. God does nothing without a reason—His desire
is to prove to men through bitter experience the folly o
their conduct, :
Gen. 13: 14-18, - And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was
separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place
where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward :
15 For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed
for ever. 16 Apd I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that
if 2 man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be num-
bered. 17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the
breadth of it: for I will give it unto thee. 18 Then Abram removed his
tent, and came and dwell in the plain of Mamre, which és in Hebron, and
built there an akar unto the LORD. A 1
While God promised Abraham the whole land of Can-
aan (figurative of the world—see Rom. 4:13), and a
posterity as numerous as the dust of the earth, we perceive
that this promise has a deeper significance. Though
mankind, Wke Lot, chose the wayward course, God's
original covenant will be fulilled nevertheless. The
world will yet be His, and will be thickly populated with
his own children, all in complete harmony with Himself,
“For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God
himself that formed the earth and made it; he hath estab-
lished it, he created it not in vain, hé formed it to be



inhabited” (Isa. 45:18). Thus when men fell away from
(God soon after the flood (as typified by Lot separating
from Abraham and pitching his tent toward the sinful city
Sodom), God reminded Himself of his own oath-bound
covenant to bless the world in due time by reclaiming it
from its sinful condition through His Seed,

Gen. 14: 1-12, And it came to Eass in the days of Amraphel king of
Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and r"lsidal
kipg of nations ; 2 that these made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with
Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. 3 All these were joined
together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt sea. 4 Twelve years
they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled. s
And in the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were
wilh him, and smote the Rephaimns in Ashteroth Karnaim, and tbe Zuzims
in Ham, and the Emims in Shaveth Kiriathaim. 6 And the Horites in
their Mount Seir, into El-paran, which is by the wilderness. 7 And they
returned, and came to En-mishpat, which is Kadesh, and smote all the
country of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezon-
tamar. B And there went out the king of Sodom, and the king of Go-
morrah, and the king of Admah, and the king of Zeboiim, and the king of
Bela (the same is Zoar :) and they joined battle with them in the vale of
Snidim: 9 With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with Tidal king
of nations, and Amraphacl king of Shinar, ard Arioch king of EHasar ;
four kings with five. '10 And the vale of Sidd.m was full of slimepita ; and
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there ; and they that re-
mained fled to the mountain. 11 And they took all the goods of Sodom
and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their way. 12 And they
‘tiuok L:tt', Abram’s brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his gootls, and
eparted.

The details of these verses have significance in con-
nection with various features in God’s Plan, the narrative,
as a whole is an allegorical outline of the last portion of
the Second Dispensation—namely, the period of the Seven
Times of the Gentiles. Lot here represents not mankind
as a whole, but the one representative nation of Israel,
with which God had particular dealings. The four kings
with Chedorlaomer as leader who overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah, and Captured foolish Lot with all his goods,
represent the four Gentile universal empires, headed by
Nebuchadnezzar, who in 606 B.C. overthrew the apostate
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kingdom of Israel, and carried captive the children of
Israel with all their goods. Since then the Israelites have
been subject to the Gentile nations, and have been wait-
ing for God to deliver them. .

The Third Dupenlnhon ’

is introduced in Gen. 14:13-16. . We shall first quote these
verses:

Gen. 14: 13-16. And there came one that escaped, and told Abram thc
Hebrew ; for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the Amorite, brother of
Esheol, and brother of Amer: and these were confederate with Abram.
14 And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed
his trained sereants, born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen,
and pursued them unto Dan. 15 And divided himsell against them, he
he and his servants, by night, and smote them, and pursued them unto
Hobah, which is on the lekt hand of Damascus. 16 And ke brought back
all the goods, and also brought agein his brother Lot, and his goods, and
tire women also, and the people.

These verses picture how God and His anointed com-
pany, the spirit-begotten Church, every member of which
has been born in God’s own house and has been instructed
by Him, will smite “Babylon the Great” in the dark night
of trouble which ends the Second Dispensation, and ushers
in the Third Dispensation. And as Abraham and his
trained servants, all born in his house, rescued Lot and his
goods, so will God and His specially trained and anointed
company restore Isrzel with all their possessions, and alsg
the world of mankind in general.

It is remarkable that of all Abraham’s gervants the
name of one only is recorded —Eliezer. But more remark-
able still, if we add together the numerical value of each
Hebrew letter in the name Eliezer, we find the total is,
exactly 318.* The ancient Hebrews, like the Greeks, used

®* Regarding the number of Abf:ham 's seryants, Hastings’ Bible Die- *
tionary states under the caption "‘Number,”—""The number 318 is the
equivalent of EHezer, if the nomerical values of the different letters of.

this name are added together: l+3n+m+rn+?+:m-3|8 It would be '
a strange coincidence if the r of Abraham's ‘trained servants’
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the letters in their alphabet to denote numbers, so that
reckoned in this way, every word had a numerical value.
Apparently, therefore, only one name among all Ab-
raham’s 318 servants required to be recorded, because this
name represented the complete number. The reason is
evident, for as an allegorical personage Eliezer represents
the Holy Spirit; and the 318 trained servants accompany-
ing Abraham typified the Christ, head and body, all those
who have been anointed with the Holy Spirit, in company
with God overthrowing the Gentile nations on the com-
pletion of their lease of power, the end of their “Seven
Tlmes

Gen 14:17-20. And the king of Sodom went out to meet him after
his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer and of the kings that were
with him, at the vallzy of Shaveh, which is the king's dale. 18 And
Melchizedek king of Salems brought forth bread and wine : and he was
tne priest of the most high God. 19 And he bleszed him, and said, Blessed
be Abram of the must high God, Eusscssor of heaven amd earth; ; 20 And
blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into
thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.

When the evil systems of the Second Dispensation are
finally overthrown in the great trouble which follows the
expiry of the Gentile Times, and Israel, represented by
Lot, is restored to favour, even the world, as represented
in the king of Sodom, although formerly evil at heart,
will recognise God as the mighty avenger and conqueror
who has liberated them from bondage, especially the bon-
dage of the grave. It will be in the “King's Dale” that
restored mankiid will meet God and do Him honour, even
as the king of Sodom met Abraham in this valley. For
the King’s Dale is the valley of Jehoshaphat, or the valley
of the Kedron, which runs along the east side of Jerusalem
(known in Abraham's day -as Salem). And this valley is

stood insuch a relation to ‘Eliezer,” the only name known to us of a
trained servant of Abraham. Hence Rashi said long ago, ‘Our (athers
said Eliezer 1t was, alone, and this (318) is the Gematrical number of his
l]illne
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recognised as a type of the Adamic death, from which a
resurrection is assured because of the sacrificial
work ot the great high priest, Christ. (The valley of
Jehoshaphat is a great cemetery; and every Jew as well
as the Mohammedans, desires to be buried in this valley,
as they firmly believe that it is here that the resurrection
of the dead is to take place, and where they will meet
God. This valley is the valley of the “dry bones” refer-
red to by Ezekiel in the 37th chapter, where the dead are
pictured in graphic language as commg to life once more.
Absalom’s “Pillar” can be seen in this valley at the pre-
sent day—See 2 Sam. 18:18.)

Christ, head and body, the great High Priest after the
order of Melchizedek, will also be there, and will “meet
God” and offer to Him the flesh and blood of his atoning
sacrifice, represented by the bread and wine which Mel-
chizedek offered to Abraham in the king’s dale, Accord-
ing to God's own arrangement, the successful sacrificial
work of Christ gives him the right to kingly and priestly
authority; and even as Abraham recognised Melchizedek
when he received the bread and wine from him, and gave
him tithes, so God will recognise Christ as a Priest for
ever after the order of Melchizedek, and will hand over
the reins of government into his exclusive keeping until
the work of the Millennial reign is accomplished, and all
the dead have been raised to perfect Wfe, and the Adamic
curse finally rolled away. In all this Christ wiM bless
God, because he will bring honour to His great Name,
And after the Millennial work is complete, the Son will
hand over the Kingdom to the Father, that the Father
may be all in all, even the Son becoming subject to Him.
(Thus when we keep strictly. to the allegorical picture,
we are not doing violence to the statement in Heb. 7:7.)

Gen. o4 :21-24. And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me the
persons, and take the goods to thyself. 22 And Abram said to the king
of Sodom, | have lift up mine hand unto the LORD, the most high God,
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the possessor of heaven and earth, 23 That [ will not take from a thread
even to a shoelaichet, and that [ will not take anything that is thine, lest
thou shouldst say, I have made Abram rich: 24 Save only that which
the young men have eaten, and the portion of the men which went with
me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre : let them take their portion.

Those who have allied themselves with God will get
their portion of the spoil (Isa. 53:12), but God Himself
will take nothing; for is He not the possessor of heaven
and earth? God gives, but takes nothing; nor will He be
debtor to any man. Who can make Him rich? And the
children of God must also give and not take, nor be
debtor to any except to love others.

After presenting this general outline of the Plan of the
Ages, we find that the allegory of Abraham’s life-history,
as continued from the I15th chapter of Genesis, entersinto
the details of the Plan. Everything recorded _is not to be
regarded in an allegorical sense; merely the principal or
outstanding features are to be so recognised. This is the
method pursued by the Apostle when telling us that
Abraham’s two wives were allegorical of two covenants—
he does not regard every minute incident in connection
with Abraham’s wives as necessarily having connectiom
with the picture, bnt treats the narratives broadly,. We
remember that many separate purposes are served by
every feature of the Divine record—*wheels within
wheels.”

As the Bible does not give much information about the
“Old World of the Ungodly,” so also in the further un-
foldings of the allegorical sketch, it passes on to the
account of the first Age of the Second Dispensation with-
out more than a passing reference to the First Dispen-
sation. We find that

The Patriarchal Age

is dealt with in the 15th chapter of Genesis, which we
here quote:
Gen, 15 :1-21. After these things the word of the LORD came unto
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Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: [ am thy shicla, and thy
exceeding great reward. 2 And Abram said, Lord GoD, what wilt thou
give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer
of Damascus? 3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no
seed: and, lo, ene born in my house is mine heir, 4 And, behold,
the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be
thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels
shall be thine heir., 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said,
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to num-
ber them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 6 And he
believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.
7 And he said unto him, | am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur
of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it. 8 And he said,
Lord Gon, whereby shall I know that I shall inhevitit? 9 And he said
unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three
years old, and a ram of threg years old, and a turtle dove, and a young
pigeon. 10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the
midst, and laid each piece one against anoth=r; but the birds divided he
not. 11 And when the fowls came down upon the carcases, Abram
drove them away. 12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep
fell upon Abram ; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. 13
And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them ; and they shall
afflict them four hundred years; 14 And also that nation, whom they
shall serve, will I judge : and afterward shall they come out with great
sulstance. 15 And thou shalt go to thy father. in peace ; thou shalt be
buried in a good uld age. 16 But in the fourth generation they shall come

“hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites 1s not yet full, 17 And it
came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold
a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those
pieces, 18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,
saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto
the great river, the river Euphrates. 19 The Kenites, and the Kemzzites,
and the Kadmunites, 20 And the Hittites and the Pernizzites, and the
Rephaims, 21 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgash-
ites, and the Jebusites.

Till Abraham’s day, 427 years after the flood, and 2,081
years after the fall of Adam, God’s Holy Spirit, typified
by Eliezer, had been striving with men to convince them
of their evil ways, and raise them out of their degradation,
But as it was without beneficent effect, God said to Noah:
My spirit shall not always strive with men” (Gen. 6: 3).
God's law, though largely effaced by the fall, was still
written in man's nature, and it was to this that God
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appealed by His Spirit; for the law is spiritual, as the
‘Apostle declares (Rom. 2:14, 15). This spirit could not
.always strive with men, but must ultimately become so
effaced as to no longer prevent them from going head-
long into destruction. Clearly, then, the Holy Spirit of
God, as represented by Eliezer, could not be the heir of
the promise, the one who would inherit all things and
bless all the families of the earth. And thus, just as God
informed Abraham that Eliezer could not be his heir, but
that he would have a seed of his own who would inherit
the promises, so God, by this allegorical picture informs
us that it not by the Holy Spirit, but by His beloved Son
Jesus Christ whom He Himself wounld beget, that all the
blessings of restitution shall be accomplished. And this
Son was not to be an earthly Seed, but a heavenly spiritual
Seed, like the stars of heaven for multitude—a multitud-
inous Seed, composed of Jesus Christ the head, and the
members of the Church His body.

The sign which Abraham received in confirmation of
God’s promise that his seed would possess the land, is a
hidden prophecy of the time when the Christ, typified by
Isaac, would know He would possess the world. For if
we regard the years of the covenant-witnessing animals
as prophetic, we find that the aggregate ages of these five
animals point to the date when the present great world-
war began, which is the commencement of the active
overthrow of the Present Evil World by the invisible
spiritual Kingdom, that the world may thus become the
possession of the Christ. Reckoning the ages of the two
birds as one year each, the aggregate ages of the five
animals is eleven years.. If we regard these eleven
years as prophetic, they represent a period of 11 times
360=3,960 years. This period, dated from the year 2045
B.C. when the covenant was first made with Abraham,
terminates in the year 1914-1915 A.D., the date of the end
of the Times of the Gentiles.
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_'I‘he remarkable catalogue of ten nations, which ends
this 15th chapter of Genesis (verses 19-21) is a hidden
reference to the ten “toes” of the great image which,
Daniel informs us, are to be destroyed by the “stone”
Kingdom (Dan. 2: 31-46). For before God’s spiritual Seed
can fully possess the world, He must first dispossess its
present Gentile occupants, the ten divisions of the “ Holy
Roman Empire,” Observe that Abraham’s question was
not: * When shall 1 inherit it?” but: * Whereby shall I
know that I shall inherit it?” This word " whereby " has,
in the Hebrew, the meaning of “by what.” The thought
is: “ By what (event)shall I know?”—" What is the sign?”
Keeping to the allegorical picture, God as represented by
Abraham, knew that He and His Seed would inherit the
Kingdom when the foretold great time of trouble broke
out in 1914, the date indicated prophetically by the ages
of the animals used in sealing the promise. His Seed
now also know that they will enter into full possession of
the world, over which they will reign as spiritual Kings
and Priests; because they see the present complete gov-
ernmental powers now being dashed in pieces as a potter's
vessel. This is a sure sign to the faithful that the promise
is being fulfilled. The number “ten,” when connected
with government, represents complete governmental pow-
er; and as the ten nations enumerated in verses 19 to 21
of this 15th chapter of Genesis were in complete possess-
ion of the promised inheritance in the days of Abraham,
so the antitypical inheritance has up till 1914 been pos-
sessed by the complete governmental powers of the Gen-
tiles (as represented by the ten “horns” of the fourth
‘““beast” seen in Daniel’s vision, and the ten “toes” of the
great Gentle image seen in vision by Nebuchadnezzar).
The Israelites were constantly reminded of God’s deter-
mination to drive out the nations, that He might fulfil His
promise to Abraham (Josh, 23:9, 10); therefore, when in’
the days of Joshua the ruling powers began to be driven
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out, the fleshy seed of Abraham knew they would inherit
the land. So, also, when the Spiritual Seed now see the
complete governmental powers of the Present Evil World,
typified by the orginal ten nations in Canaan, being
driven out of their rulership, it is a sign to them. They
know that, in the words of Revelation 11:15: * The king-
dom of this world is become the Kingdom of our Lord,
and of his Christ.” There is also an indication that the
special covenant regarding the land in verse 18 of this
15th chapter of Genesis, will begin to be fulfilled with the
fleshly Israelites in 1925, ten years after the beginning of
the fulfilment of the spiritual phase of the promise (ac-
cording to the point of time given at the end of the 16th
chapter.

The Law Dispensation

is allegorically dealt with in Genesis, chapters 16 to 19
inclusive.

Gen, 16:1-16. Now Saral Abram's wife bare him no children: and
she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. 2 And
Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from
bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid ; it may be that I may obtais
children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. 3 And
Sarai Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had
dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her husband
Abram tu be his wife. 4 And he wenl in unto Hagar, and she conceived :
and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in
her eyes. 5 And Sarai said unto Abram, My wrong b¢ upon thee: | have
mren my maid unto th{bﬂmm ; and when she saw that she had conceiv-

w.s despised in her eyes: the LoRD e between me and thee.
6 hut Abram said unto Sarai, Behold thy maid is in thy hand ; do to her
as it pleaseth thee, And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from
her face. 7 Andthe angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water
in the wlldernul. hg the fountain in the way to Shur. 8 And he said
Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence comest thou? and whither wilt thou sof
And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai. 9 And the angel
of the LORD said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself
under her hands. 10 And the angel of 4he LORD said unto her, I will
multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multi-
tude. 11 And the angel of !]u LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art
with child, and shalt bear & son, and thou shalt call bis name Ishmasl;
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because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. 12 And he will be a wild
man ; his hand will be against every man, and every man's hand against
him ; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 13 And she
called the name of the'LORD that stake unto her, Thou God seest me:
for she said, Have I also here looked afier him that seeth me? 14
Wherefore the well was called Beer- lahairoi; behold it is between Ka-
desh and Bered. 15 And Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram called
his son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 16 And Abram was four-
score and six years old, when Hagar bare lghmael to Abram,

God at the first did not indicate to Abraham that the
son whom he would beget would be by Sarah, and as it
seemed as if the heir was not intended to come through
her, Abraham took Hagar, Sarah’s bondmaid, and begat
Ishmael., The antitype of the interval between God's
covenant with Abraham, and the birth of Ishmael (between,
10 and IT years), is the long period of 2,553 years which
elapsed between the creation of Adam, and the “birth”
of the nation of Israel when it entered the promised land
under Joshua. During all of that long period it must have
seemed as if God's original oath-bound Covenant, typified
by Sarah, was barren indeed (Gal. 4:21-31). But the Law
Covenant, to which God bound Himself, at once con-
ceived and brought forth in due time the nation of Israel,
the fleshly seed typified by Ishmael, “a wild man whose
hand was against every man, and every man’s hand
against him;” for the nation of Israel has indeed been
thus peculiarly marked amongst the nations of earth.
During all the Jewish Age from the entering of the nation
into the inheritance of the land of Canaan, tjll the first
advent of Jesus, Christ, the “ Sarah Covenant” still re-
mained barren. But when Jesus was raised from the
dead, the “Head” of the great spiritual Seed of promise,
was born through the Sarah Covenant; and during the
Gospel Age the “Church of the first-born” have been
selected member by member to complete the antitypical
Isaac, the Seed of God Himself, in whom all the prom-
ises centre. L

We understand through the times and seasons of the
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Scriptures, that in 1878 A.D. those who slept in Christ
arose in the First Resurrection.”

The 17th chapter of Genesis continues the allegory of
the Law Dispensation:

Gen. 17 :1-27. And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the
LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, 1 am the Almighty God :
walk before me, and be thou pertect. 2 And [ will make my covenant
between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 3 And
Ahbram fell on his face: and God 1alked with him, saying, 4 As for me,
behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many
nations, § Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy
name shall be Abraham ; for a father of many nations have | made thee,
6 And I will make thee exceedingly fruitful, and 1 will make nations of
.thee, and kings shall come out of thee. 7 And I will establish my cov-
enant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations
for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after
thee. 8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land
wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an cVEHas!Inl

.gpsseﬂlou and I will be their God. 9 And God said unto Abraham,

hou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in
their generations. 10 This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between
me and you and thy seed after thee: Every man child among you shall

*We find that there is a time-parallel between the births of the nat-
ural seeds of Abraham, and the two nations, fleshy and spiritual, which
those two seeds typify. According to the notes of time given in the nar-
rative, Ishmael was born between J0and 11 years after Abraham reccived
the covenant from God on first entering the land of Canaan, or say 1

ears. It was 25 years interval between the covenant and the birth of
saac the true seed (Gen. 12: 4-2;21 5). As we have noticed already,
the entering of Abraham into Canaan with Sarah when he received the
covenant, was allegorical of God coming down to earth with His oath-
bound Co\renanl and creating Adam as head of His earthly kingdom
(Adam being Iypiﬁcd by Lot). Until Jesus Christ was raised from the
dead, the “"Sarah Covenant' was barren, and until 1878 A.D. the members
of the Church, the "*Body" of Christ, were not born from the dead (and
even now the “feet’” members still await their birth). But in 1575 B.C,
the Hagar Covenant brought forth her fleshy seed, when they crossed
ordan and entered as a nation into their own country. The intervals
tween the covenant with Abraham and the births of 1shmael and Isaac,
are in the same proportionate ratio as the long periods between the cre-
ation of Adam 4128 B.C. and the entrance of the fleshy seed into their
land as a nation in 1575 B.C.; and the entrance of the spiritual Seed or
Holy Nation into their heavenly inheritance in 1878 a.D. (Or, to state the
La:l: As 25 years is to 103§ years, so is 6006 years to 2553 years—the ratio
e same.
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be circumcised. 11 And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin ;
and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you. 12 And he
that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man child
in your generations, he that is born in the house, or bought with money
of any stranger, which is not of thy seed. 13 He that is born in thy
house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised :
and my covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14
And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his foreskin is not cir-
cumcised, that soul shall be cut off from his peorle he hath broken my
covenant, 15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou
shalt not call her name Sarai but Sarah shall her name be. 16 And I
will bless her, and give the a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and
the shall be a mother of nations ; kings of people shall be of her. 17 Then
Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a
chilid be born unto him that is an hundrei years old ? and shall Sarah, that
is ninety yearsuld, bear? 18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ish-
mael might live before theel 19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall
bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will
establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with
his seed after him. 20 And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee : Behold,
1 have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him ex-
ceedingly ; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great

nation. 21 But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah |

shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year. 22 And he left off .
talking with him, and God went up from Abraham. 23 And Abraham ,
took Ishmael his son, and all that were born in his house, and all that -

were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s
house ; and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the self same day
as God had said unto him. 24 And Abraham was ninety years old an,

nine, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25 And Ish- ,

mael his son was thirteen years old, when he was circumcised in the flesh
if his foreskin. 26 In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and

Ishmael hisson. 27 And all the men of his house, born in the house, and *

bought with money of the stranger, were circumcised with him.

After the nation of Israel, born of the Law Covenant, '

had entered into their inheritance, God gave them judges,
and later, kings, as His representatives in the earthly
kingdom. But it soon became apparent to the honest-
hearted among the people, that the Law would make
nothing perfect, and that it was not possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats could take away sins. Hagar
did not represent the covenant, nor Ishmael the Seed,
which could bring blessing. When this became evident,
God then proclaimed, for the first time, His intention to
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bring forth the Seed of promise by the Sarah Covenant.
He sent prophets during the Jewish Age who foretold (as
God foretold Abraham in the allegory) that not only
would he (God) be a “great father” (which is the mean-
ing of the name Abram)—that is, not only would He be

-the Father of the Jewish nation alone, but that He would

be the Father of many nations (the meaning of the name
Abraham). Through these prophets He also foretold (as
in the allegory) that His original oath-bound Covenant
(represented by Sarai) would no longer be a source of
contention (the meaning of the name Sarai), but would
become a source of happiness, a princess or queen (which
is the significance of the name Sarah). That His Cove-
nant, like Sarah, would soon bring forth a “son indeed,”
a great Deliverer, who would bring blessings to all,

The circumcision on the 8th day pointed to the great
8th Millennial Day when all the children of God (Abraham)
will be circumcised in heart and blessed with everlasting
life and communion with God.

Gen. 18 :1-33. Andthe LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamra:
and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day: 2 And he lifted up
his eyes and looked, and lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw
them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward
the ground, 3 And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: 4 Let a little water,
I pray you, be feiched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the
tree: 5 AndI will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearta;
after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant.
And they said, So do, as thou hast said. 6 And Abraham hastened into
the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine
meal, knead it and make cakes upon the hearth. " 7 And Abraham ran
unto the herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a
young man ; and he hasted to dress it. 8 And he took butter, and mil
and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them ; and he st
by them under the tree, and they did eat. 9 And they said unto him,
Where fs Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. 10 And he
said, 1 will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life ; and,
lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door,
which was behind him. 11 Now Abraham jand Sarah were old and
well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of
women. 13 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After ] am
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waxed ola shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also? (3 And the
LORD said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of
a surety bear a child, which am old? 14 Is anything too hard for the
Lord? At the time appointed [ will return unto thee, according to the
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. 15 Then Sarah denied, saying,
I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst
laugh. 16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom;
and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way. 17 And the
LORD said, Shall | hide from Abraham that thing which 1 do; 18 Seeing
that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed in him ? |? For 1 know him, that
he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall
keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him. 20 And
the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great and be-
cause their sin is very grievous; 21 I will go down now, and see whether
they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto
me; and if not, [ will know. 22 And the men turned their faces from
thence, and went toward Sodom: But Abraham stood yet before the
Lord. (Note: the remaining verses give an of how Abrah
interceded for Sodom, and how the Lord promised that he would not de-
stroy it if even so few as ten righteous persons were found there.) '

In this 18th chapter of Genesis, two important things
are foretold by the three angels: (1) That Sarah would
have the promised son at the appointed time; and (2) that
Sodom would be destroyed. The three angels represent
three means by which God had communicated to the Jew-
ish nation during their Age, that (1) The great Messiah
would come at the due time, and (2) that the apostate
kingdom of Israel would be destroyed because of its wick-
edness (see Ezek. 16:47-50). These three means by which
God foretold these two great events, were (1) the typical
reign of Solomon, (2) the Law, and (3) the prophets.
The heat of the day is the time when the sun is high in the
heavens, and symbolises well the reign of Solomon, when
the typical people of God, the children of the Law Cov-
enant, reached the zenith of their favour with Jehovah.
Solomon himself is the well-known type of the Royal Seed,
Christ, in His glory, and thus foreshadowed the coming
Messiah. But toward the latter part of his typical reign,
Solomon fell away into idolatry, and on his death the
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kingdom was largely wrested from his heir. His kingdom
was divided, and thus practically fell. The reign of the
antitypical Solomon will never fall; the fall of Solomon’s
kingdon rather foreshadowed the overthrow of the whole
Jewish nation and kingdom in 606 B.C., and again in 70 A.D.

The law of Moses also, by means of its types and
shadows, foretold the coming of the great Prophet and
Priest the great Deliverer; and also the destruction of the
kingdom and nation because of their evil which was even
greater than the evil of the Sodomites.

The prophets likewise foretold of these two events,

It is generally understood that one of the three angels
who appeared before Abraham was the Lord Jesus in his
prehuman existence. In this appearance of the Lord and
the two angels before Abraham, we are reminded of the
vision on the Mount when Jesus was transfigured and
Moses and Elias, representing the law and the prophets,
communed with him before God, and spake of his coming
glory (Matt, 17:1-9; 2 Pet, 1:16-18).

Gen. 19 is rather long to quote, Briefly summarised,
thischapter details how two angels came to Sodom ateven;
and Lot, who was sitting at the gate, invited them to stay
with him during the night. They ate unleavened bread.
The Sodomites hearing of the two strangers in Lot’s home,
demanded that they should be delivered up. Lot refused,
and the angels struck the rabble with blindness, so that
they could not see the door. The angels then foretold of
the destruction of Sodom because of its great wickedness,
and urged and then compelled Lot and his wife, and his
two daughters to flee from the place. “And it came to
pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he
said, Escape for thy life ; look not behind thee, neither stay
thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be
consumed.” And Lot besought them to let him escape
into the little city of Zoar, and his request was granted.
“The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into
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Zoar. Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon
Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven.
And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all
the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon
the ground. But his wife looked backed from behind him,
and she became a pillar of salt,” Later, Lot, fearing
to dwell in Zoar, went up to the mountain and dwelt there
with his two daughters. The Maobites and the Ammon-
ites were born of these two daughters, -

While in the allegory we are still dealing with the Law
Dispensation, we know that what took place in that Age
was typical of the realities of the Gospel Age. In the
typical Law Age, the destruction of Sodom allegorically
represented - the overthrow of the kingdom of Israel in
606 B.C.; and in a secondary sense it might also be regard-
ed as representing the complete overthrow of Israel as a
nation in 70 A.D, But since these two important events,
through the over-ruling providence of God, occurred as
figures of the much greater downfall of Christendom now
begun, so the destruction of Sodom by fire and brimstone
from heaven foreshadowed in the fullest degree the ever-
lasting destruction of Christendom at the end of the Gospel
Age. That this application is correct there is no doubt,
for Jesus himself connected the destruction of Sodom with
the overthrow of the Present Evil World (see Luke
17:28-32). In the 11th chapter of Revelation, also, Christ-
endom is spiritually called Sodom, In this 11th chapter
of Revelation “two witnesses’’ are prominently mentioned,
In the symbolisms of this book these two witnesses repres-’
sent the Old and New Testaments, which warn the Spirit-'
ual Israelites to flee from the destruction of Christendom,
just as Lot was warned by the two angels, to escape out,
of Sodom before the fire and brimstone came down. In’
this connection, therefore (and in strict accordance with
the words of Jesus), Lot, while in the allegory primarily
representing fleshly Israel, also more fully represents the
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true Church, the spiritual Israel; and Lot's wife repre-
sents the Great Company.*®
When considering the general outline of the Divine
Plan of the Ages as allegorically presented in chap-
ters 12 to 14 of Genesis, we saw that the overthrow
of Sodom by Chedorluomer also pictured the overthrow
of Israel in 606 B.C. Here again certain incidents con-
nected with that carlier overthrow of Sodom, have an
illustrative bearing upon the destruction of the Spiritual
Sodom. In the 10th verse of Genesis 14, we read that the
kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fell in the vale of Siddim,
which was full of petroleum pits (not slimepits). The
Hebrew for slimepit -could also have been rendered
“bitumen” which is petroleum hardened by evaporation
and oxidation. The material, also known as asphalt and
pitch, which is very inflammable, burning like bright coal,
is cast up to the surface of the Dead Sea in great masses
by earthquakes. (This was especially noted in the earth-
quakes of 1834 and 1837.) In the opinion of many com-
petent authorities, Sodom was situated at the southern end
of the Dead Sea, at a place now covered by the water. The
“slimepits” being now covered by the water of the Dead
Sea, would account for the floating masses of bitumen
after earthquakes had loosened them from the pits. One
writer says that these floating lumps of bitumen sometimes
spontaneously burst into flames. This phenomenon may
have been the origin of the prophet Isaiah's graphic de-
scription of the destruction of Idumea, when he says that
its streams would be turned into pitch. The land of
Idumea, inhabited by the descendants of Esau or Edom,
stretches southward and westward from the southern end
of the Dead Sea. Idumea is one of the well-known types

*The series of Pastor Russell's "' Studies in the Scriptures " are to be
%rocured from the Waich Tower Bible and Tract Society, 34 Craven
errace, Lancaster Gate, London, W.; or 124 Columbia Heights,
Brooklyn, N.Y., U.S.A. There are seven volumes in the series. We
specially recommend them Lo everyone. :
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of Christendom, as all Bible students are aware., In Isa.
34:1-10 the prophet in highly figurative language force-
fully depicts the utter destruction of Christendom, the
spiritual Idumea. Its “streams” the channels of com-
merce by which the life of a country is sustained, would
be turned into inflammable pitch, its dust into brimstone,
and its land into burning pitch, and the smoke thereof
would ascend for ever. When Sodom was destroyed in
the days of Abraham, he saw the smoke of the country
going up as the smoke of a furnace (Gen. 19:28). Thus
the fiery overthrow in the vale of Siddim, that highly
inflammable region which afterwards was included in the
land of Idumea, well illustrated the fiery overthrow of the
Spiritual Sodom, or Spiritual Idumea; for the coming
social revolution, likened to a great earthquake, will
loosen elements in the figurative “streams” of Christen- °
dom which will burst into the destructive fire of anarchy,
and wil] utterly consume the present order of things (see
2 Pet. 3:10-12), The “smoke” (remembrance) of this
great destruction will never fade—it will be an everlasting
lesson.

It says that the “sun was risen upon the earth” when
Lot escaped into the little city Zoar (Gen. 19:23). Later,
when the vengeance of God was poured upon Sodom, Lot
fled from Zoar to the mountain. As a city symbolises “a
religious government backed by power and influence”
(See “Studies in Scriptures,” Vol. IV, page 25), Zoar
must represent the small organisation which is backed by
the power of God, and is composed of those in present
Truth, the spirit-begotten sons of God organised for the
active spread of the message of the kingdom during the
“harvest” period of the Age. In the dawn of the Millen-
nial morning this kingdom class have obeyed the summons
to come out of the antitypical spiritual Sodom, prepara-
tory to ascending beyond the vail to the heavenly Kingdom
(mountain).
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And Jesus said: “Remember Lot's wife!” She looked
back, and was therefore turned into a pillar of salt. As
salt is a preservative, and as a pillar is frequently used as
a memorial, so we would understuand that the pillar of salt
into which the disobedient wife of Lot was turned serves
as an everlasting memorial of warning to all who have
freed themselves from Churchianity, or Babylon the Great.

Since Lot here represents the Israel of God, his two
daughters represent fleshly Judah and Israel, who, like
spiritual Israel, have been captive in Christendom during
the whole of Gospel Age. Just as Lot, after escaping to
the mountain, begat through his daughters the Moabites
and the Ammonites, so the Christ, head and body, when
glorified in the heavenly Kingdom, will give life to the
Gentiles through Judah and Israel, who will then be the
ministers of the Word of life.

The Seven Times of the Gentiles

is referred to in the allegory in the 20th chapter of Gene-
sis which we here quote:

Gen. 20:1-18. And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south
couniry, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar.
2 And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister : and Abimelech
king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah. 3 But God came to Abimelech in a
dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the
woman which thou hast taken ; for she is a man's wife. 4 But Abimelech
had not come near her: and he said, Lord, will thou slay also a righteous
nation? 5 Said he unto me, She is my sister? and she, ‘even she herself
said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and i innocency of my
hands have [ done this, 6 And God said unto him in the dream, Yea, 1
know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart ; for | also withheld
thee from sinning against me : therefore suffered | thee not to touch her.

7 Now therefore restore the man ks wife; for he is a prophet, and he
lhall pray for thee, and thou shalt live : and if thou restore her not, know
thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine. 8 Therefore
Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all hisservants, and told
all these things in their ears: and the men were sore afraid. 9 Then
Abimelech called Abraham, and said unto him, What hast thou done
unto us ! and what have [ offended thee, that thou hast brought on me
and on my kingdom a great sin ! thou hast done deeds unto me that ought
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not to be done. 10 And Abimelech said unlo Abraham, What sa‘-est
thou, that thou hast done this thing? 11 And Abraham said, Decause I
thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this place; and they will slay me
for my wile's sake. 12 And yet indeed she is my sister; she is the danghter
of my father, but not the daughter of my mother ; and she became my
wife. 13 And it came to pass, when God caused me to wander from my
father's house, that I said unto her, This is thy kindness which thou shalt
show-unto me; at every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is
my brother. 14 And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants,
and women servants and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him
Sarah his wife. 15 And Abimelech said, Behold, my land isbefore thee :
dwell where it pleaseth thee, 16 And unto Sarah he said, Behold, I have
given thy brother a thousand pieces of silver; behold, he is to thee a
covering of the eyes, unto all that are with thee, and wilth all other ; thus
sh+ was reproved. 17 So Abraham prayed unto God, and God healed
Abimelech, and his wife, and his maidservants; and they bare chiliren,
18 For the LORD had fast clused up all the wombs of the house of Abime-
lech, because of Sarah Abraham’s wife.

As in the allegory the overthrow of Sodom in the days
of Abraham primarily represented the overthrow of the
apostate kingdom of Israel in 606 B.C. by N:bucl1adnezzar,
the king of Babylon, so the allegory continues jn the 20th
chapter of Genesis to deal with the period immediately
following that overthrow—numely, the Seven Times of
the Gentiles. King Abimelech taking Sarah into his
house, believing her to be Abraham’s sister, reminds us
of the similar incident recorded in the 12th chapter in con-
nection with Pharoah and his princes. In the former
case Pharoah and his princes represented Satan and his
evil angels; but in this case, Abimelech and his house re-
present Nebuchadnezzar and the Gentiles generally, who
in 606 B.C, after the overthrow of God’s typical earthly
kingdom, sought to govern the world, and thus bring
blessing upon all the families of the earth. In other
words, they sought to do all that God's original oath-bound
covenant, as typified by Sarah, is destined to do. But as
Abraham did not devulge to Abimelech that his sister
Sarah was also his wife, so God i|_1 His? w_risdom hid the full
truth that he alone is bound to His original Covenant, and
that He alone has the rignt and power to bring into exis-
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tence the great Seed who will bless the world with good
government, peace, and contentment. Abraham did not
tell a lie when he said that Sarah was his sister; he with-
held the truth that she was also his wife. So God, who
cannot lie, does not disclose His secrets until the due time.
After He has allowed angels, and then men, to learn by
‘bitter experience that they are unable to bless the world,
He will then disclose the fact that He is the husband of
the Sarah Covenant of blessing. Neither angels nor men
will hereafter ever be in a position to claim that the sac-
rifice of Christ was unnecessary (for through death and
resurrection the Christ, the Spiritual Seed of Abraham, is
born of the oath-bound Covenant); for all will then have
had the opportunity to try to bring forth this Seed, but
-have only brought disaster upon themselves, as did Phar-
oah and his princes, and later Abimelech and his house,
in their misappropriation of Abraham’s wife, Sarah.. In
‘hiding the truth for a season, God demonstrates His
wisdom, and proves that His thoughts and ways are as
high above those of angels and men, as the heavens are
above the earth,
In the allegory we read (in verse 3 of this 20th chapter
of Genesis) how the Loyd appeared to Abimelech in a
dream, and declared to him Sarah’s true relationship to
.Abraham. This reminds us of how the Lord similarly
appeared in a dream to Nebuchadnezzar, and told him
that “the most high ruleth in the kingdom of man, and
_giveth it to whomsoever he will” (Dan. 4:32). But it was
not until the typical “seven times” of madness had passed
~pver the head of Nebuchadnezzar, that he realised the full
significance of God’'s warning. And neither will the
world fully comprehend their inability to rule and bless
‘until, the great “Seven Times of the Gentiles” having
. passcd the rude awakening, the time of “shaking” now
in progress, makes them rub their eyes and see clearly
, their former madness. Tl:lgy will then extol ‘the most
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high, and praise Him for their returned reason (lost for
them by Adam through his disobedience)., And God will
not hold the Gentiles responsible .for their misrule, but
will forgive them, knowing that in the integrity of their
hearts they believed they could rule and bless the world.
They have'not known that the covenant of blessing be-
longs to God alone.

In the 14th and 15th verses it says that Ablmelech
restored Sarah to Abraham, and gave him zreat riches,
and told him to dwell where he pleased. As Abimelech
in himself represents, in the allegory, the Babylonian
empire headed by Nebuchadnezzar, the restoration of
Sdrah and the riches and freedom he gave,to Abraham,
represent, (I) God resuming His right to His own Comn-
ant in 536 B.C., when the typical 70 years’ dominion of
Babylon ended; and (2) at that date God’s chosen people,
the Israelites, were restored to their native land, (3) laden
with gifts from the Gentiles, preparatory to the birth of
Jesus Christ, the promised Seed of the Covenant. In the
fuller sense thisillustrates how, after the lease of dominion
permitted to “Babylon the Great” (Christendom) comes
to the full end, God resumes His right to the Covenant,
and brings forth into the spiritual realm the great Christ,
head and body complete. Then the blessing of all the
families of the earth will at once commence with the re-
storation to their native land of the captive [sraelltes.
laden with gifts from the Gentiles.

The Harvest Period of the Jewilh Age'’

is dealt with in the 21st chapter of Genesis. We shall
‘quote this chapter in sections, and shows the allsgancal
meaning as we proceed:

.. Gen. 23:1-9. And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the
LorD did unto Sarah as he had spoken. 2 For Sarah concelved and
‘bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which Gocf had
spoken to him. 3 And Abraham called the name of his son that was
.born unto him, whom Sarlh hare to him, Isanc. 4 And Abraham circum-

3z



cised his won Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him.
5 And Abraham was an hundred years old. when his son Isaac was born
unto hin. 6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, se that all that
hear will laugh with me. 7 And she said, Who would have said unto
Abraham, that Surah should have given children suck? for I have born
him a son in his old age. 8 And the child grew and was weaned: and
Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned. 9
And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto
Abraham mocking.

After having fully demonstrated that the angels could
not bless the world with everlasting life (as typified by
Pharoah and his princes’ misappropriation of Sarah); and
that the Holy Spirit was not the means of blessing (as typi-
fied by the rejection of Eliezer as Abraham's heir); and that
fleshly Israel was not Abraham’s true Seed (as typified by
God’s refusal to recognise Ishmael as the child of prom-
ise); and that the Gentile nations were not capable of
bringing peace and contentment to mankind (as typified
by Abimelech’s mistake in appropriating Sarah); God at
last brings forth His true spiritual Seed, Jesus Christ,
through His own oath-bound Covenant (as typified by
Sarah now having born to Abraham the long promised
son Isaac). And as Ishmael persecuted Jsaac, s0 the
fleshly Israelites persecuted Jesus Christ during the time
of his ministry. o

Gen. 21:10-21. Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bond
woman and her son : for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with
my son, even with Isaac. 1T And the thing was very grievous in Abra.
ham's sight because of hisson. 12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it
not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy bond-
woman ; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice';
for in Isaac shall thy seed be called. 13 And also of the son of the bond-
woman will | make a nation, because he is thy seed. 14 And Abraham
rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and
gave if unto Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and ‘sent
her away : and she departed, and wandered in the wilderness of Beershe-
ba. 15 And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child
under one of the shrubs, 16 And she went, and sat her down over against
him a good way off, as it were a2 a bowshot : for she said, Let me not see
the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lifted up her
voice, and wept. 17 And God heurd the voice of the lad; and the angel
of God called to Hagar out of Heaven, and said unto her, What aileth
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thee, Hagar ? fear.not ; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he
is.  Arise, lilt up the lad. and hold him in thine hand ; for I will make him
a great nation. 19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of
water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad
drink. 20 And God was with the lad; and he grew, and dwelt in the
wilderness, and became an archer. 21 And he dwelt in the wilderness
of Paran: and his mther took him a wife out of the land of Egypt.

Prompted by the counsel of His Covenant, God cast
out the Law Covenant and its children, even as Abraham
at the dictates of Sarah cast out Hagar and Ishmael; for
the Israelites under bondage to the Law could not be
iellow-heirs with the children of the Grace Covenant
(Gal. 4:30). But God heard the cry of Ishmael in his
cast-off condition; and as He had already promised Abra-
ham that Ishmael would become a great nation with
twelve princes, He directed Hagar to bring water to
Ishmael from the well of Beer-sheba. So, God has not
altogether cast off His people whom He foreknew, for
they are still beloved for the Father’s sake; they are
Abraham's seed according to the flesh (see verse 13).
The Old Law Covenant has been able to.cupply the cast-
off Nation of Israel with sufficient water of truth, to sus-
tain them in their wilderness condition during the Gospel
Age, during their “double” of disfavour, and they will
yet become a great nation.

Gen, 21:22-34. And it came to pass at that time, that ‘Abimelech and
Phlcol the chief captain of kis host spake unto Abraham, saying, God is
witn thee in all that thou doest : 23 Now therefore swear unto me here
by God that thou wilt not deal falsely with me, nor with my son nor with
my son's son: but according to the kindness that I have done unto thee,
thuu shalt do unto me, and to the land wherein.thou hast sojourned. 24
And Abraham said, | willswear. 25 And Abraham reproved Abimelech
because of a well of waler, which Abimelech's servants had violently
laken away. 26 And Abimelech said, 1 wot not who hath done this
thing : neither didst thou tell me, pelth:r yet heard I & i, but to day.
And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech;
and both of them made a covenant., 28 And Abraham set seven c'c
lambs of the flock by themselves. 29 And Abimelech said unto Abraham,
What mean these seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by themsglns,
30 And he said, For thess seven ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand,
that they may be a witness unto me, that I bave digged this well. 31
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Wherefore he called that place Beer-Sheba ; becauso there they sware
both of them. 32 Thus they made a covenant at Beer-sheba: then
Abimelech rose up, and Phichol the chief captain of his host, and they
returned unto the land of the Philistines. And Abraham planted a grove
in Beer-sheba, and called there on the name of the LORD, the everlast-
ing God. 34 And Abraham sojourned in the Philistines’ land many days.

Just us Abimelech did not know that his servants had
violently taken away the well of water which belonged
to Abraham, this illustrates in the allegory that the
princes of this world did not know that their servants had
crucified the Lord of glory, thus taking away the “ Well”
of the water of truth. Nevertheless, God will reprove
them for this cruel work; for the Gentiles are partly held .
responsible with the Jews for violently taking away the
Son of God.

The seven ewe lambs represent the complete Church,
the Lord’s sheep, who witness the fact to the world that
it is God who has “digged this well,” Beer- sheba. the
“Well of the oath.”

“The everlasting God, having established his oath-bound
covenant with the Gentlles, to take out of them a people
for His name, prolonged His visit among them for “many
days”—namely, the whole length of the Gospel Age.
The selection and setting apart of the Church (the ewe
lambs) is a witness to the integrity of God that he will
not deal falsely with the Gentiles during h:s sojourn
among them.

The next three chapters of Genesis—namely, chapters
22 to 24, deal with the

Gospel Age. il

As the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is the central pmnt of the
whole plan of salvation,still another chapterisdevotedtoit.
The account here given in the 22nd chapter shows God's
part in the sacrifice. Though the Jews and the Gentiles
were more or less responsible, in that they acted of their
own free will, nevertheless they could not have committed
the cruel deed had God not permitted it, and had Jesus’
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not been a voluntary victim. Hence, God was the great
First Cause.. This is shown not only by the allegory con- -
tained in this chapter, but also by the words of the Lord
Himself: “The cup which my Father hath given me’
[not the cup which Judas, or the Jews or the Romans had
given him] shall I not drink it?" (John 18:11).

Gen, 22:1-6. And it came to pass after these things, that God did
tempt Abraham, aud said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold,
here | am. 2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Iuac whom
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there for
u burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 3
And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took
two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood
for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unio the place of which
(Grod had told him. 4 Then on the third day Abrahami litted up hiseyes,
and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said unto his young men,
Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and \lorlhlp.
and come again to you. 6 And Abtaham took the wood of the burnt
offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son ; and he took the fire in his hand,*
and a knife j and they went both of them together, -

The sacrifice of his Son Jesus Christ, His onl y Son.
whom He loved more than all else, demonstrated as noth-
ing else could do the infinite wisdom, and love of God,,
and also established His immutable justice as the sure,
foundation of all His purposes. The three days’ journey
represents the three thousand-year days of this Gospel
Age, required for the complete sacrifice of the Christ,
head and body. It was early in the fifth day after the fal],
of Adam, that Jesus Christ came, and it will be early ip
the seventh day that he will complete the sacrifice of his

body, the Church.

Gen. 22:7-19. And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and uld. My
father; and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fireand
the !mod but where is the lamb or a burnt oﬁenuﬂ 8 And Abraham
said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering : so
they went both of them together. g And they came to the place which
God had told him of ; and Abrnham built an altar there, aud lald the
wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon
the wood. 10 And Abraham stretchied forth his hand, and took the knif
to slay hisson. 11 And the angel of the LORD called unto himl out o
heaven, and said, Abraham. Abraham; and he said, Here am 1. ‘12 And
he said, Lay not lhlne hand uppn the |I.d. neither do thou anything unio;
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him for now T know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not with-
held thy son, thine only sen from me. 13 And Abkraham lifted up his eyes,
and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his
horns ; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a
burnt offering in the stead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name
of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said fo this day, In the mount of the
LORD it shall be seen. 15 And the angel of the LorD called unto
Abraham out of heaven the second time, 16 And said, By myself have 1
sworn, said the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast
not withheld thy son, thine only sen: 17 That in blessing I will bless
thee, and in multiplying [ will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven,
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess
the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the
earth be blessed; tecause thou hast obeyed my voice, 19 So Abraham
returned unto his young men, aod they rose up and went together to
Beer-sheba ; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. (Note: It is not necess-
ary for the allegory to quote the remaining five verses of this chapter.)
Tt appears that, just as Abraham had not previously in-
formed Isaac his son that it was ke who was to be offered
in sacrifice, so God had not told His Son Jesus Christ of
the necessity of his sacrifice, until the time had come, In
withholding this information from him until the due time,
God exhibited His tender love for His Son, in not paining
him with suspense for a longer time than was necessary;
and also_demonstrates the confidence which the Father
had in His Son’s faithfulness; for God's whole plan was
dependent on His .lmowlecigq that Jesus Christ would
gladly walk in obedience to His will.. o
. Abraham’s reception of Isaac from'the 'Altar as from
the dead, was a figure of the resurrection of the antitypi-
cal Isaac (Heb. 11:19). The infinite power of God was
manifested in the raising of Jesus Christ from the dead.
As a reward for his willingness to sacrifice his beloyed
son, which was the culminating and supreme test of Abra-
ham’s faith, God not only repeated once more His prom-
ise to bless him and to multiply his seed as the stars of
heaven and as the sand which is upon the sea-shore, but
on this occasion He confirmed it by an oath; and for the
same reason, though also, perhaps, partly because of
Isaac’s obedience to his father's will, He added for the
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first time- * Thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.”
So certain now was Abraham’s confidence in God that,
though the Apostle states that he died without havmg
received the promise (Heb. 11:39), nevertheless the same
Apostle in the same letter to the Hebrews (Heb. 6: 15)
declares in reference to this stage in Abraham’s history:
“ After he had patiently endured, he obtained the promise.”

Whether Abraham understood the matter or nut we
now see that he obtained the promise only in a tentative
sense, In the antitype, the heavenly Father, when He has
patiently endured the continuance of evil for six thousand
years, and has received the antitypical Isaac, Christ, head
and body, from the dead, will actually obtain the
promise, for theri His beloved Son will have proved him-
self the rightful heir of the Covenant, and will at once
possess himself of his enerhies’ gate (the vital part in all
ancient walled cities), and commence the glorious work
of blessing all the nations of the earth the Jews first and
afterwards the Gentiles.

The 23rd chapter of Genesis gives the account of the
death of Sarah; and of the purchase by Abraham of the
cave of Machpelah i in which to bury her, Jesus Christ in
himself is the Seed of the Sarah Covenant; when he was
raised from the dead he became heir of all things, and the
Church, his joint-heirs, were representatively in him from
the time of his resurrection. God’s oath-bound Covenant
is called an everlasting covenant, but when' it brought
forth this Seed (Christ and his “body” members in him),
it died or ceased to exist as a Mother. This view of the
oneness of Christ and the Church which is his body is in
accordance with the allegorical picture we have cansider-
ed up till now. Hereafter we have another and distinct
illustration of the union of Christ and the Church—namely,
that of husband a.nd wife, as represented by Isaac and
Rebecca.
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The 24th chapter of Genesis records with many details
tiie selection of Isaac’s bride Rebecca. According to the
chronology, Sarah died three years before the marriage
of Isaac and Rebecca, It was’ after the death of his
mother Sarah that Isaac’s future bride was sought  for.
The three years between the death of Sarah and the
marriage of Isaac and Rebecca represents the period of
the Gospel Age, at the end of which the great antitypical
marriage will take place. During this long period’the
Holy Spirit, like Eliezer, has been searching for the bride,
and having now found her the marriage is soon to be con-
summated. The Church,the “Lamb’s wife,” will now soon
be fully united to Jesus Christ, and will see him as he is,
receive his name, which is above every name, and enter
into his mother Sarah’s tent—that is, into the privileges
and opportunities for blessing the world promised in the
Abrahamlc Covenant represented by Sarah (Gal 4: 24)

The Millennial Age ': Jrir

is al]egorlcally represented in the zsth chapter of Genesfa,
verses I to I0.

Gen, 25:1-10. Then again Ahrgham took. a m!‘e ancl har nlme Wf
Keturah. 2 And she bare him Zimran [etc.]. 5 And Abraham gave a
that he had unto Isaac. 6 But unto the sons of the concubines, which
Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his
son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country. 7 Andthese are
the days of the years of Abraham’s life which he lived, an hundred three-
score and fifteen years, ‘8 Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in
a good old age, an old man, and {ull of years; and was gathered to his
people. 9 And his sons Isaac and [shinael buried him in the cave of
Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar'the Hittite, which is
before Mamre; 10 The field which Abraham purchased of the sons uf
Heth : there was Abrabam buried, and Sarah his wife.

After the'death of Sarah and the marriage of Isaac, Abra-
ham took to himself a third wife, whose name Keturah-
signifies incense, and by whom he had many sons (the-
names of whom are given in verses 2 to 4 of the '25th
chapter). This illustrates the fact that in the Millennial
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Age, after the Sarah Covenant has done its work o«
bringing forth the heir of the promise, and the marriage
of Jesus Christ and the Church his bride has taken place,
the heavenly Father will, by 4« new convenant represented
by Keturah, give life to many nations, and so justify the
name Abraham (Father of many nations) by which He
had called Himself.

And just as Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac, so
God gives all things to Christ. Abraham’s other sons
had no part or lot with Isaac. He gave them gifts and
sent them away eastward. So fleshly Israel and the other
restored nations will have no part or lot with the “Holy
Nation,” the Israel of God. The others will receiveearth-
ly gifts with eternal life. It is interesting to note that
the great Jewish historian, Josephus, states (in Ant, 1:15-1)
that the descendants of Keturah took possession of
Troglodytis—that is, the country of cave-dwellers. They
appear, therefore, to have inhabited caves and holes of the
earth, thus contrasting themselves with the descendants
of Isaac, who were tent-dwellers.

Abraham’s death exactly one hundred years after being
bound by the original Covenant, indicates that God’s great
work of salvation will be complete at the exact date ap-
pointed by Himself from the beginning.

In the succeeding chaptersof Genesis we have an account
of the life-history of Isaac and Rebecca; and we find in
this history another allegory of many of the outstanding
features of the Divine Plan of the Ages. Isaac now takes
the place of his father Abraham, and represents God;
while Rebecca takes the place of Sarah and represents
the original oath-bound Covenant of blessing. The first-
born of Isaac and Rebecca, Esau, takes the place of
Ishmael in representing the ﬂeshlv house of Israel, while
Jacob in his turn takes the place that Isaac held, and repre-
sents, in this allegorical picture, the spiritual Israel. Esau
had the birthright and should have inherited the prom-
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ises, but being a “profane” or worldly person, he sold this
right to Jacob his brother. So, the Jewish nation had the
first opportunity of becoming heir to God (here repre-
sented by Isaac), but being earthly they could not appre-
ciate spiritual things, and thus sold their birthright to the
Jacob class who became the spiritual Sons of God.

From another standpoint: just as there were two literal
nations composed of the descendants of Esau and Jacob,

| namely, the Edomites and the Israelites, both of which
| dwelt in territory adjoining (Mount Seir, the country of

the children of Esau, running from the south of Judea
southward), so during the Gospel Age there have been
two antitypical “natiens” in the spiritual sense—an
Edomite class who had the spiritual birthright as heirs of
God, but who have sold it for earthly things; and the true
Israelites indeed, who have supplanted the other class and
have thus by their faith in God’s promises become heirs
of all things. For this reason, God has said: “Jacob have
I loved, but Esau have I hated” (Rom. 9:13).

When Isaac was bestowing his blessings upon Jacob
and Esau, he represented God in His attribuyte of justice
demanding a sacrifice. 'We read that Isaac was blind;
and justice is personified by a human figure blindfolded,
and having a sword in one hand, and balances in the other.
Justice is impartial, and so long as things are rectified and
made equal (balanced), does not respect the person of the
one who makes things equal. Thus, the justice of God
was violated when Adam sinned, and therefore the penalty
of disobedience had to be paid. Jesus Christ offered
to sacrifice his human life as an off-set to Adam, and so
meet the demands of Justice. The “Esau” class had the
opportunity of participating in this sacrifice (as repres-
ented by Isaac desiring his son Esau to bring him “sav-
oury meat” such as his soul loved, that he might eat and be
satisfied). But the account shows how Jacob, who had pre-
viously bought the birthright from Esau, presented to his
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father savoury meat prepared by his mother Rebecca, and
how Isaac, not seeing who presented the meat ate and
was satisfied. The Jacob class, who have respect to the
birthright and desire to receive God's blessing, have re-
cognised that God demands a sacrifice (savoury meat) be-
fore He can bestow His blessing. They have, therefore,-
in harmony with the arrangement of God in Christ Jesus,
presented their bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God; and God has “eaten” this offer of a sweet
savour and has been satisfied—His justice has been recog-
nised and met. The Esau class have not been willing to
sacrifice themselves, having preferred the things of this
earth, and despising the promises of God.

There is a similarity in a number of the incidents of the
life of Isaac and of his father Abraham; and in studying.
these incidents we find that they represent much the same
things in the Divine Plan. For instance, in chapter 26 of
Genesis, Abimelech, king of the Philistines, mistakes
Rebecca as the sister of Isaac, instead of regarding her as
the wife of Isaac. This recalls the similar mistake made
by Abimelech, in the case of Abraham and Sarah, and
illustrates the same thing—namely, the mistake made by
the Gentiles in thinking that they could produce the seed
which was destined to bless the world. But we have
indicated enough to show that Isaac’s life-history can also
be view as an allegory of the Divine Plan; and we believe
it will repay careful study by every student of God’s'
Holy Word. There is a rich mine in the life-history of
these ancient worthies, and those who dig bring to light
many beautiful gems of truth, which beautify the Christ-
ian character by stimulating to faithfulness and joyful
service. How good the Lord is in giving us so many
faith-inspiring confirmations of' His glorious Plan of the
Ages. Do we doubt His ability and power to bring every
feature of His Plan into effect? Not if- we read His’
“Living Word” rightly. ! ’ :
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Dur Render,

Our brother, the late Doctor .lolm Edznr.
‘was a great admirer of the late Pastor
Charles T. Russell of Brooklyn, N.Y,, U.S.A,
He regarded the work of Pastor Russell,
entitled “The Divine Plan of the Ages,”
as an epoch-making book, a work written

for the age. He never tired In drawing

the attention of everyome to this volume, -

impressing wupon them its Importance.
Indeed, Doctor Edgar belleved that none
could fully comprebhend the Bible Plan of
salvation without an understanding of the

contents of “The Divine Plan of the Ages.”

in this opinion we agree. We know that
all who read will be satisflied in both heart
and mind. . .

' ' Faithfully yours, .
MORTON EDJAR.



GREAT PYRAMID PASSAQGES,

By JOHN EDGAR,
M.A, B.Sc, M.B, C.M,, F.RF.P.5.G,

and MORTON EDOAR.

For full information on the subject of the Great Pyramid procure the
two volumes of "Great Pyramid Passages.”

Vel. 1. describes the exterior and interior of the building very Tilllllli.-

ly and contains numerons photographs and diag: Y
of the Great Pyramid are dealt with in this volume.

Vel Il. fully demonstrates how the Great Pyramid corroborates the
Rihle Chronology and time-feat by of the Pyramid-inch
measurements. This 2nd volume also explains all the Scrip* ral time-
features in the Chronological Chart.

Pries: Vol. I. De Luxe, 18/6, or $4.50. Val. [l. De Luxe, 8/-, or $2.00.
(Only De Luxe Edition Leather-bound, 4/6, or #1.15,
now in stock.) Cloth-bound, 3/-, or 75 cents.
Address orders to: Morton Edgar, 224 West Regent Street, Glasgow,
Scotland; or to the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society, 124 Col-
umbia Heights, Brooklyn, N.Y., U.5.A.

New Bditba  “WHERE ARE THE DEAD?"  Large Size

i first published in 1 Dr. Edgar’s little brochure on ** Where
;:“lli: Dre‘ld‘r' has had awun‘lde circulation. Many have expressed a
desire to procure this important address in a larger and more durable
form. We have, therefore, prepared a Special Edition, printed on stout
antique paper, with large clear type. It is bound in stiff cloth boards,
and measures 74-in. by 5-i08.  Prics: Per copy, 2/3, or 55 cents.

Ten copies at rate of 2/-, or 50 conts.

Address orders to:
MORTON EDOGAR, 224 West Regent Street, Glasgow, ngtlana.



Lists Cancetiod, NOTICE September 1918

The Booklets noticed below are gond value. They have been, and
still are, much used in the spread of the knowledge of the Truth, the
subject-matter of each being in perfect harmony with “Studies in the
Scriptures.” Many write expressing their thankful appreciation.

Where are the Dead P

Bocialism and the Bible.

Mythology and the Bible. A
These The Ureat Pyramid and the Bible.

12 1914 A.D., and the Great Pyramid. o

Memoirs of Doctor John Edgar.
Booklets Memoirs of Aunt Sarah, .
all uniform- A Tree Planted by the Rivers of Water.,
insize  The Preservation of Identity in the Resurrection.
and price, Abraham's Life=History an Allegory.
Faith’s Foundations, also Waiting on God.
Prayer and the Bible.

TWO STYLES OF BINDING

e

These handy and useful little books are neatly bound In distinctive )

eolours, either in paper covers or in stiff boards covered with good cloth.

The cloth-bound brochures, which are printed on a high-class paper,
and have the title blocked in gold on the cover, form a neau little library
—a truly valuable little collection, containing & mine of information in
a very small space.

Paper=beund : Percopy, 3d., or 6 cents.
One dozen copies, 2[3, or 55 cents.
50 copies, 8/-, or $2.00. ;
100 copies, 14/-, or $3.50.
500 coples at the rate of 13/-, or §3.25 per 100,
1000 copies at the rate of 12/-, or $3.00 per 100,

MNote.—Orders for quantities may be assorted.

Cloth-bound: Per copy, 9d., or 18 centa,
One dozen copies, 8d., or 16 cents per copy.
‘Two dozen copies, 74d., or 15 cents per copy.
Four dozen copies, 7d., or 14 cents per copy.
Eight dozen copies, 64d., or 13 cents per copy.

‘Note,—Orders for quantities may be assorted.

Address orders to
MORTON EDUAR, 234 West Regent Street, Glasgow, Scetland.
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" Great Pyramid Chart

This chart isdrawn true toscale from sctual measurements taken inthe
Pyramid by Dr. John Edgar and his brother, Morton Edgar, during 1909
and 1912, It is the only diagram of this monument which has the accur-
ate length of the Descending Passage, and the correct dimensions of the
building generally. It can be procured in three sizes, but the 4% feet by
3 feet size, printed on cloth, which contains thirty-nine small inset '
diagrams giving minute dimensions of every part of the Pyramid, as well

. as the figures of the chief time-measurements, and also certain impor-*
tant scientific infi ion, is inlly r ded 4

The price of the 4} feet by 3 reet size, printed on cloth, s §/6, or .
$1.35 per copy. : <, ;

Small size, 3 feet by 2 feet, on paper, single ouﬁ. , or 12 cents; fivé" .
copies, 4d., or 8 cents per copy ; ten or more copies, 3d., or 6 cents per
copy.

p g{-lnt«l on cloth, 2/6, or & cents per copy; five copies, 2/3, or 5§

., cents per copy; ten or more copies, 2/-, or 50 cents per copy. o

i Special large size, suitable for lecturing from in large halls, 104 feet by
.. T feet, hand painted on cloth, coloured, 35/, or $8.50 per copy.

]

A
o Ay

7i . Chronological Chart - A

This chart of the chronology and time-features of the Bible is that °
which appears in the “ Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society’s " Bible, .
t is clearly printed, and proves most helpful to an understanding of the .

"times and seasons.” It is fully explained in Vol. II. of the work en-. .

titled "’ Great Pyramid Pasages.” <

4} feet by 3 feet, on cloth, 5/-, or $1.25 per copy. = +f
18-in. by 12-in., on art paper, bound with metal top and bottom for
. hanging on wall, 4d., or 8 cents per copy; six or more coples, 3. or
- @ cents per copy. .
7-in. by 4}-in., stiff art card, twelve coples, 9d,, or 15 sents.

"', , 'Post-card size, for correspondence, fifty copige, 19, or 45 enn 3

Addremsordensto = . Ny Sl -
* MORTON EDUAR, 224 West Ragent Street, Olasgow, Scetls -
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