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To the King of Kings
and Lord of Lords

I8 THE JINTEREST OF

HTS CONSECRATED SAINTS, WAITING
FOR THE ADOPTION

This Work is Dedicated

“Ta make all see what ia the fellow-
ship of the mystery which from the
beginning of the wozld hath been hid in
God.™

“Wherein He hath abounded towards
us in il wisdom and prodence, having
made kaown unto us the myatery of HIS
will, according to HIS good pleasure
which He hath putposed in Himasel : that
in the dispeasation of the fullness of the
times. He might gather together inone all
things, under Chrisa,”

—Eph. 3: 4,5, 9:1: B-10.
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PREFACE

THE GREAT IMPORTANCE QF A DEFINITE KNOWL-
EDGE (QF TiE COVENANTS, THE RANSOM,
MEDIATOR, SIN-OFFERING AND ATONE-
MENT AND THE GREAT LACK OF A
CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THESE
DOCTRINES AMONG BIBLE STU-

DENTS IN GENERAL

Inipressed the suliject strongly upon my mind and credited
u desire Lo ussist others: hence this voluwnie.

For wmany years I hove realiced that the “kev” to a
clear understanding of all the harwony of Divine revelasion
lies i an wnderstanding of the “Muystery” “Christ in you the
hope of glory’—that the Body of Christ shares with Him
in the world's great Sin Offering.

Finding that this has been the basis of all of Pastor
Russell's writings since 1880, and believing that ke has been
nsed of the Lord in a most wonderful manner to make this
truth known te all truth-seckers, I have gone through many
of his writings upon these subjects and endeavered to classify
the same wunder their respective subjects; also preparing
special headings of the contral thought in each paragraph;
these in turn being brought together in a topical index and
cack classificd under from one to five subjects.

Thus with these thousands of references, one is enabled
to find a comment wpon practically every guestion that may
be raised in comnnection with these fundamental doctrines.

This wolume is thevefore scnt forth with o prayer that
all who study it will receive as vich a blessing as I hawve in
compiling same.

Yours in HIS service,
L. W, JONES, M. D,
3642 Michigan Avenue Chicage, I, U, §. A,
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INTRODUCTION

“What Pastor Russell Taught”

on the

COVENANTS RANSOM MEDIATOR
SIN-OFFERING ATONEMENT

A Companion Book to
“What Pastor Russell Said”’

His Answer to Hundreds of Questions

Pastor Russell declared that

Membership in the Body of Christ

Is the Only Key to all the Wonderful Harmony of the Divine
Word, the Basis of all His Presentations
to the Church Since 1880

HE SAID:

“It was about 1880 that the Lord drew our attention teo
other features'of his plan previcusly unseen by us, and so far
as we are aware, unseen by others since the days of the

Apostles.

“"We realized that this further light was Harvest light for
the ripening of the wheat, and by no meang an_evidence of
greater wisdom or ability in Bible interprefatipn on our part.
The dne time had come and the unfolding with it. The Master
who had already been serving us brought forth from the
storehouse ‘things new and old,” RESPECTING THE COV-
ENANTS AND ATONEMENT SACRIFICES, We were
astonished at the length and breadth and heighth and depth
of the Divine Plan, and sct them forth in a pamphlet entiticd
Tabernacle Shodows of the Better Sacrifices.
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“It was through these Tabernacle Shadow hlessihgs that
our Lord showed us how and why the Church of this Gospel
Age has been called to heowenly glory, while the Divine pur-
pose respecting mankind in general is restoration to Awman
perfection with everlasting life to all the willing and obedient
—to he granted to the faithful in the end of the Millennial
Age, when they shall have reached human perfection and the
‘paradise restored’ shall have been extended to the whole
carth,

“We then understood for the first time, the meaning of the
Apostle’s words respecting the ‘HIDDEN MYSTERY/S
namely, that close, intimate relationship between Christ and
his faithful followers, the more than conquerors. It was then
that we understood the Apostle’s words, ‘God hath given
Christ to be the Head over the Church, which is his Body,’
and, 'We are members in particular of the Body of Christ.
‘This is a great mystery; but I spcak concerning Christ and
the Church’ Oh, yes, this is indeed a hidden mystery—that
the Church is completely separated from the world and offered
a great prize of glory, honor and immortality, the Divine
nature. But we came to see also that this prize was offered on
certmn secrificing conditions—not merely upon condition of
faith, though faith is the basis of all our hopes.

“We bLegan to undersiand why the way during this Gospel
Age should be made 50 ‘marrow,’ so difficult, while the Lord
promised to make the way to cternal life a broad ‘highway’
during the Millennial Age.

“Now we know what St. Paul meant when he said, ‘Let
us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his
reproach.” Heb. 13:13. We perceived from this text that he
referred to the sacrifices of the Day of Atonement, in which
he says that the bodies of those beasts whose blood accom-
plished sin atonement were burned owtside the camp. The
tvpe shows that the first of those sacrifices was the bullack,
and the second the Lord's goat (Lev. 16) ; that the pricst first
killed the bullock provided by himsclf, and afterward killed
the goat provided by the Congregation of the Children of
Israel. We saw clearly enough that the bullock represented
our Lord's sacrifice and that the only other sacrifice burned
outside the camp was the poat, and hence that the Apostle
must have referred to US, the Church, the members of the
Body of Christ.

“THIS HAS BEEN THE BASIS OF OUR PRESEN-
TATIONS SINCE 1880, WE CONSIDER IT TIIE ONLY
KEY TO ALL THE WONDERFUL HARMONIES OF
THE DIVINE WORD. as they are now in our possession by
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the Lord’s favor, We have no doubt whatever that our great
Adversary wonld like to take from us this valuable key to the
Divine Plan, which alotie explains the “smystery’ of the Gospel
Age, which is the Church and her special call—TO THE
PRIVILEGES OF SACRIFICE NOW AND THE PRIVI-
LEGES OF GLORY BY AND BY.

“We should be very thankful for the great privilege we
have been accorded to share in his ‘Cup,’ to be ‘baptized into
his death.’ The Apostle Paul declares in the third chapter of
Philippians, I count all things as loss that I might win Christ ;
that I might have fellowship in his suffering; that I might
be baptized into his death; share his ‘Cup’ of suffering; so
should we. Paul counted every other interest and considera-
tion as of no value in comparison with this great privilege of
the Gospel Age, which is accorded us.

“Now, if we should ever lose sight of this wonderful privi-
lege, if we should ever come to the place where we fail to
appreciate the fact that we have been invited to share in the
Lord's ‘Cup,’ have been invited to participate with him in this
blood of the New Covenant, this blood which is to ratify, to
scal the New Covenant, ¢t would be doing despite to all these
privileges and favors which have been specially given to us,
but never given to any other people in the world and never
will be given again, a great privilege never offered to the
angels, but offered only to the Lord Jesus Christ himself, and
those who would have his spirit during this age.

“The lesson to all is, ‘Humble yourselves under the mighty
hand of God that he may exalt you in due time.’” Let us not
be heady, high-minded and worldly-wise, but humble, teach-
able and full of faith in the Divine promises, which are so
rapidly fulfilling and culminating.

“Very truly your servant in the Lord,
“C. T. RUSSELL."
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Warning By Pastor Russell
Z 196941

While greatly rejoicing in the further clearing up of
the subject of the Covenants, as set forth, we have, never-
thesless, the sorrowful thought that it may mean the pass-
ing on of the light before those who are walking in the
light, and the leaving of some of our dear ones in a measure
of darkness, which will increase day by day, as they
either turn aside or go backward, or even fail to advance—
“walking in the light” Vet what can we do? We dare not
stop. We must go on, whither the Captain of our salvation
leads. Much as we love those who stop, or those whe turn
aside, it is for us to sav, *Where he leads I will follow.”
This does not signify that every one of the Lord's fol-
lowers will see this matter of the Covenants immediately,
in the same clearness and fulness as do we, and as we have
tried to express it. Indeed, some never see great truths with
the same clearness as do others, and yet are following on,
their hearts leading more rapidly than their reasoning facul-
ties can follow; nor does it signify that we are putting tests
upon the Hock. The Lord has been putting these tests before
us, all through this harvest time, and leading us from knowl-
edge to knowledge and from grace to grace, as we followed
his leading.

Charged with Denying the Ransom

Already we hear of circulars being sent about which
admonisli the friends that Brother Russell is endeavoring
to lead the Church away from the Ransom, away from the
precious blood of Christ, The argument is that when we say
that the New Covenant is not in operation yet, but is to be a
New (Law) Covenant between God and the Jewish nation,
which will be sealed at the close of this age and be in effect
throughout the Millennium, to bless Israel, and through
Israel all the nations—this, we are told, is denying the
Ransom, denying the® blood of Christ How foolish: We
would accredit even the babes in Christ with more knowl-
edge and a better logic on the subject than this, Suvrely a
Hlm or mist of some kind is coming “over the eyes of
understunding™ of the dear brother who presents this
illogical proposition. It is a faci that Christ died for our
sins, according to the Scriptures, and that he arose from
the dead the third day and that he appeared in the presence
of God for us. Those facts stand, regardless of whether
they are connected with one Covenant or another Covenant
or no Covenant. You and [, dear reader. believed in the
death of Christ as our redemption price hefore we had any
knowledge of the Covenants.

Justification by Faith i Blood vs. Philosophy of Knowledge
of Covenants

We were justified by faith in the precious blood, and
not by our knowledge or ignorance of the Covenants. And
this is in harmony with the Apostle's statement that we are
justified freely through his blood and have the remission
of our sins, Nor 1s your justification and mine dependent
even upon our anderstanding of the philosophy of the Ran-
som and the Atonement based upon it. We were justified
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by our faith before we wvnderstood the philosophy, and our
justification still rests upon our faith and not upon the
philosophy. But our faith has been made more clear, more
substantial by the philosophy, Ask yourself the question,
“Where did T get the philosophy of the Ransom and the
Atonement, in which I now rejoice? And, Where did the
opposers get their knowledge of the Ransom and of the
Atonement? It all came from God and it has come in this
harvest time, because it is (God's due time to make it known.

Watch Tower Publications Contain True Philosophy of
Ransom Atonement

If there are other publications on the face of the earth
which present the true philosophy of the Ransom and the
Atonement, outside of those published by the Watcu Tower
Bipig anD TrRACT SociETy, we have no knowledge of them
and would he glad to be informed respecting them. If there
are any other publications on earth which have so clearly
and so persistently and so logically set forth the wvalue of
the precious blood and the philosophy of the redemption, we
would be glad of the fact, and would be pleased to know of

them and their authors.

The Ransom and the Sin-Offering

Z 1916—87

Pastor Russell's Fatest Fiews vs. Those of the Past.

Notwithstanding all that we have written on the subjects
of the Ransom and the Sin-Offering in the StuDIES 1IN THE
ScriprUres, in TrE Warcr Tower and in the TABERNACLE
Suapows, it would appear that some of our dear readers are
not yet clear in respect to these matters. Some even confuse
themselves and others by hinting that Brother Russell has
changed his views—or that the STUMES IN THE SCRIPTURES
contradict Tue WartcH Tower. These are harmful mistakes.
Should our views change we will state the change in no un-
certain terms, We therefore make a renewed effort to make
plain what we believe to be the proper interpretation of these
subjects,

Ransom-Price the Valuable Thing.

“The Ransom-Price relates to the valuable thing itself;
namely, the blood or death of Christ—a ransom price suffi-
cient for the pavment of the penalty of one member of the
human family or of all, as it may be applied.”—Z’09, p. 309.

Ransam Re Man's Recovery a Redemption.

The Ransom work views the maiter of man’s recovery
from sin and death as a purchase—a Redemption. The basis
of this thought is the Divine Law, “an eye for an eye, a tooth
for a tooth, a man’s life for a man’s life.” (Deuteronomy
19:21.) Adam and his entire race of thousands of millions
are in dire distress through sin and its penalty. God has pro-
vided a recovery by a Ransom process—purchasing back from
their fallen condition.
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Redemption of Humanity Does Not Mean a Life for Each
Life.

Qur first thought naturally would be that to redeem or
purchase back, the right of humanity to life, would mean
that each member of Adam’s race must be purchased by the
life of another person, holy, harmless, unsentenced. But look-
ing deeply into God’s Plan we find that only one man was
tried before the Divine Court—namely, Father Adam; that
only Adam was sentenced to death; and that all of his chil-
dren go into death, not because of their individual trial and
death, but simply because Adam, having failed to maintain
his perfection, was unable to give his children more life or
rights than he possessed. And so it has been throughout the
entire period of six thousand years from the time of Father
Adam’s sentence until now.

Economic Featwre of God's Plan.

Here we see a2 wonderful economic feature connected
with the Divine Plan. God would not permit more than one
member of the human race to be tried and sentenced to death;
for His purpose from the beginning was that the sacrifice of
one life should redeem the entire human race. By oxne man
the whole trouble came; by another Man the whole trouble
will be rectified. This the Apostle points out, saying, “As by
a man came death, by a man comes also the resurrection of
the dead; for as all in Adam die, even so all in Christ shall
be made alive—every man in his own order.”—1 Corinthians
15:21-23,

Value of Jesus’ Life Included All of Adam’s Posterity.

Thus we see the value of Jesus’ death—that it was not
merely for Adam, but included oll his posterity. We see, too,
how necessary it was that Jesus should be *holy, harmless,
undefiled and separate from sinners”; otherwise, He, like the
remainder of the race, would have been under a Divine death
sentence. Because all of Adam’s race were involved in sin
and its penalty it was necessary to find an outsider to be the
world's Redeemer; and that outsider, whether angel, cherub,
or the great Michael Himself, the Logos, must exchange the
spirit nature for the human nature in order to be a corre-
sponding price—a Ransom for the first man.

Why Logos Left Throne of Glory.

It was not a God that sinned; hence the death of a God
could not redeem. It was not a cherub that sinned; hence
the death of a cherub could not redeem. It was a man who
sinned, and the ransom for him must be furnished by the
death of a man. It was for this cause that the great Logos,
in carrving out the Divine Plan for human redemption, left
the glory which He had with the Father before the world was,
humbled Himself and became a man, “was made a little lower
than the angels, for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honor (the perfection of human nature); that He,
by the grace of God, should taste death for every man’'—
Hebrews 2:9,

Ransom Price and Ransom Work

If we have established clearly what a ransom is, and that
Jesus was the only One suitable to be a Ransom for Father
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Adam, our next point is to show from the Bible that He did
gitve Himself as a Ransom. We have the word of Jesus Him-
self on the subject (Matthew 20:28); and also St. Paul's tes-
timony, "“the Man Christ Jesus, who gave Himseli a Ransom-
price for all, to be testified in due time.” (1 Tim. 2:6.) This
proves that the giving of the price sufficient to ransom Adam
and all his race was accomplished in Jesus' death at Calvary.

Ransom-Price vs. Ransom-Work,

But the work of ransoming Adam and his race is much
more than merely the providing of the Ransom-price. The
thought conneécted with the word Ransom goes beyond the
mere giving and appropriating of the price. It includes the
recovery of Adam and his race from the power of sin and
death. Manifestly, this work has not yet been accomplished;
indeed, it has scarcely begun. The only disposition thus far
of the Ransom, the merit, has been its imputation to the
Church, and this only by faith, The Church is not yet glori-
fied as a whole—not yet delivered from the power of sin and
death completely. Manifestly, then, it will require the entire
thousand years of Messtah’s Kingdom to ransom, to deliver,
to set free, from the power of sin and death, Adam and ali
his children. Conseguently, the Ransom work, which began
more than eighteen centuries ago, is still to be accomplished.

Ransom-Price tn Hands of Justice Nineteen Centuries.

There is no difficulty about the Ransom-price; for that
price has been in the hands of Justice for nearly nineteen
centuries. But it has been unapplied as respects the world and
only imputed to the Church that has been called out from the
world during this Gospel Age. The full completion of the
Ransoming work will include what the Bible speaks of, say-
ing, “I will ransom them from the power of the grave” (Ho-
sea 13:14.) Nor will the Ransoming work be fully accom-
plished when the last member of the race has been delivered
from the power of the grave; for there will still be a great
resurrecting work to be done—a, raising up out of imperfection
of mind, morals and physique, to the full image and likeness
of God, lost through Adam’s disobedience and redeemed by
the precious blood at Calvary.

The Sin-Offering Is Different

With the thought of the Ransom before our minds, we
now investigate the subject of the Sin-Offering, remembering
to keep the two subjects separate and distinet. “The Sin-Of-
fering shows the manner in which the Ransom-price is ap-
plicable, or effective, to the cancelation of the sins of the
whole world.” (Z '0%, 309.) The Sin-Offering does not re-
guire so long a time for its accomplishment as does the Ran-
som, We have already seen that the Ransoming work has been
in progress nearly nineteen centuries, and will be in progress
nearly ten centuries in the future, or a total of twenty-nine
centuries. But the Sin-Offering will all be conipteted béfore
the glofious Reign of Christ begins, His Church then being
with Him in glory.
Ransom-Price and Atonement Socrifice Differcnt Pictures of

Same Thing.

The Sin-Offering of Israel’s Atonement Day shows us

the same sacrifice of Jesus which constitutes the Ransom-
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price, but it is a different picture; for it shows how God ap-
propriates the merit of Christ in behalf of human sins. This
matter was pictured in that feature of the Law which pro-
vided the Day of Atonement. The sin-offerings were its
principal feature. There were two. First was the bullock
of sin-offering, which was furnished by the priest himself, the
blood of which was made applicable to the priest’s own fam-
ily and tribe. This we see represented the death of Jesus, and
the primary imputation of His merit to the Church of the
First-borns.

The Church Willing Sacrificers.

This Church consists of two classes. First, is the priestly
class, who, like the High Priest, are especially devoted to God
and ilis service, who ‘pregent their bodies living sacrifices,
holy and acceptable to God, their reasonable service” (Rom-
ans 12:1.) In the type these were pictured both by Aaron's
sons and by the body of Aarom, he being the head. Thus
the Apostle speaks of Christ as being the Head of the Church,
which is His Body, we being “members in particular of the
Body of Christ.”—] Corinthians 12:27.

The Great Company Unwilling Sacrificers.

Second, there is the other class of the Church which, al-
though making the same Covenant of Sacrifice, fail to go on
cbediently to lay down their lives in the Lord’s service. They
do not draw back to sin and to death, but neither do they
go on to the sacrificing stage; heuce they constitute a secon-
dary class, servants of the first class. These were typified in
the Levites, who were the servants of the priests. These are
not to be in the Throne with the sacrificing Priests, the Royal
Priesthood, but are to serve God in His Temple. They are
not to have crowns of Glory, but will be granted eventually
palms of victory. And all not found worthy of a place in
either of these classes will die the Second Death,

Special Imputation of Christ’s Merit,

In this picture the Lord shows us a special imputation
of the merit of Jesus for the sins of His consecrated people
only; and that these, justified by the merit of Jesus, are thus
qualified through His merit to be sharers with Him in His
glorious priestly functions.

The Secondary Sin-Offering

The secondary Sin-Offering of the typical Atonement Day
was_called the Lord’s Goat. It was not provided by the typt-
cal High Priest, as was the builock, but was taken from the
people. Indeed, two goats were taken at same time, as rep-
resenting the two classes of the Church. The sacrificing class
or priestly class were represented by the Lord’s goat. The
less zealous of the Church, the antitypical Levites, were repre-
gented in the second goat—the Scape Goat. It was the Lord’s
Goat class, the under priesthood, that constituted the secon-
dary Sin-Offering.

Church Follows Jesus Sacrificially.

The account says that the Lord’s Goat was sacrificed and
was in every way dealt with in precisely the same manner
as the bullock, which preceded it. Thus the type tells us that
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the Church ‘must walk in the footsteps of her Lord, sacri-
ficially even unto death. We should remember that the blood
of the bullock was not applied for the sins of the peopie, but
merely for the sins of the high priests’ family and tribe—
typically for the Church. We should also notice that this sec-
ondary Sin-Offering, the Lord’s Goat, was not offered for the
same persons; for they needed no further offering. It was
offered by the high priest as a secondary part of his own
original offering; and its merit was made applicable to all the
people, to bring atonement to all.

Type and Antitype Agree Re Jesus Appearing for Church,

In the antitype of the Sin-offering the High Priest, Jesus,
completed His own personal Sacrifice at Calvary. Forty days
later He ascended up on High, and appeared before the
Mercy Seat and prescnted the merit of His Sacrifice, not for
the world, but for the Church. As the Apostle writes, “He ap-
peared in the presence of God for us” the Church—not the
world. (Hebrews 9:24) This is in full accord with what we
have just seen in the type.

Josus to Present Blood of Goat as His Ouwn.

Ever since Pentecost the Lord has been accepting the
consecrated persons represented in the two goats; and those
sufficiently zealous He has accepted as His members, and has
beeh offering them up as a part of His own Sacrifice. Soon
He will have finished this work—when the last member of His
Body shall have been found faithful unto death. The next
step in the antitype will be for the High Priest then to pre-
sent again at the Mercy Seat the blood of the antitypical
Lord’s Goat as His own blood—otherwise, the sacrifice of
His Church as part of His own Sacrifice. This He makes ap-
plicable to the sin of all the people—the original sin of all the
people.

All People to Be Turned QOuer Soon to Jesus.

At that moment, which we believe i3 in the near future
now, the Father will turn over to the Son all the people,
their sins fully forgiven so far as the original transgression
is concerned.  Forthwith Messiah's Kingdom, established in
power and great glory, will begin to deal with the world for
its rescue from sin and death, for the ultimate uplift to hu-
man perfection of all who are willing and obedient te the
regulations of His Kingdom.

Punishinent for Sins Against Light

Meantime, there will be other sins of the world not in-
cluded in the Adamic transgression. The Sin-Offerings are
merely for Adam’s sin and all the various weaknesses and
imperfections which flow from that original sin. The other
sins will be such as are not to be attributed to human weak-
ness, but which represent more or less of sin against knowl-
edge, against light. Full, wilful sin against full light would
bring upon the sinner the Second Death. But only a few have
had full light, full knowledge, full opportunity; and hence
very few indeed will have sinned unto death.

Light, Knowledge and Responsibility Go Hand in Hand.

Wherever the light of the Gosel has gone, however, a
sertain measure of knowledge has gone, and a certain meas-
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ure of responsibility accrues; and God intimates that He
keeps a very exact accounting with all. Every sin must re-
ceive a just recompense of reward. The penalty of Adam’s
sin has reached down in a general way over the whole race
for six thousand years; but the penalty must be paid for
the other sins of which we speak, sins which were mare or
less wilful, more or less against light and knowledge and
which have not been previously expiated, but which have
been accumulating since Pentecost.

World's Accounts Must Be Squared Before New Dispensa-
ton,

Before the New Dispensation can rightly be ushered in
with all its blessings, the world’s accounts must be fully
squared. It will be the settlement of these accounts against
the world which will bring the great Time of Trouble such as
never was since there was a nation—the Time of Trouble
which we believe has begun in the present war, and which
will progress until the great catastrophe of anarchy will com-
plete it in the near future., Then the accounts of Justice hav-
ing been squared in that great Time of Trouble, the blessings
of Messiah’s Kingdom will immediately begin.

The Value of the Scape Goat's Suffering

However, God is a very strict Accountant. As He is sure
tc count against the world all wilful disobedience, and espe-
cially all persecutions of His Church, so also He is willing to
give the world credit on account wherever possible, This, we
believe, is intimated in the picture given us of a work which
followed the Sin-Offerings; namely, the confessing over the
head of the scape goat certain transgressions of the people,
and the sending away of the scape goat into the wilderness,

Tribulations on Scape-Goat for Destruction of Flesh.

Understanding that this scape goat represents some of
God’s consecrated people who have failed to live up to their
privileges, we understand this to signify that these will go
into a great Time of Trouble, as represented in Revelation
7:14, There they are represented as coming up out of great
tribulation and washing their robes and making them white
in the Blood of the Lamb. Those tribulations coming upon
the Great Company class, the Levite class, are not tribula-
tions for wilful sins, but tribulations for the destruction of
the flesh, in harmony with the Covenant entered into by this
class, a Covenant of Sacrifice, which they failed to keep. The
sufferings of this Great Company class, we understand, there-
fore, go as a credit to the world to square the account of the
world’s sins against light and especially against God’s people.
The Time of Trouble will be especially against the hypocrites,
but the Great Company Class will have their portion with the
hypocrites and be bearers of a certain share of punishment
due the world.

Character of Sins for Whick World Is Responsible.

That we may clearly note the character of sins for which
the world is held responsible, let us recall the statement of
Rev. 6:9-11, “I saw under the altar the souls of them that
were slain for the Word of God and for the testirmeny which
they held; and they cried with a loud voice, saying, *How
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long, O Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge
our blood on them that dwell on the earth? and white robes
were given unto them”; and they were told that they should
wait “a little season,” until their brethren, who also were
persecuted, should have the persecutions accomplished in them.

Divine Regquirements ot End of fewish and Gospel Ages,
‘Thus the same idea respecting the Divine requirements in
the end of the Gospel Age is given to us that Jesus specified
in regard to the Jews in the end of their Age. He said that
zll righteous blood shed on the earth from the time of Abel
down, would be required of that generation—to square the
accounts. (Matthew 23:34-36.) In the great time of trouble
with which the Jewish Age ended, those accounts were
squared up to that time. Similarly we expect that all the re-
maining accounts of the world will be squared during the cul-
mination of the great Time of Trouble—just before ws

The Inavguration of the New Covenant

The Apostle, in contrasting the typical and the anti-
typical Sin-Offering, declares that Jesus, not by the blood of
bulls and of goats, but by His own blood, accomplishes the
blessings, (Hebrews 9:11-15.) And again, the sacrifices of
the antitypical High Priest are styled the “better sacrifices™—
in the plural. This points us back to the institution of the
Jewish Covenant arrangement, where Moses took the blood
of bulls and goats and ipnaugurated the Law of Covenant,
sprinkling first the Tables of the Law, and afterwards the
people, with the blood—Exod, 24:3-8.

Much People to Be Sprinkled by Moscs Required Many
Animals.

The question arises, Why did Moses use the blood of
bulls—plural—and of goats—plural; whereas in the type of
Leviticus 16 the blood of one bullock and the blood of one
goat alone was used? We reply that there was really but the
one antitypical bullock, the one Man Christ Jesus who died
for us; and that there is really but one antitypical Goat, the
one Church, which is accepted by the Lord as His Body, and
is associated with, and part of, His sacrifice. But in the
inauguration of the Law Covenant, more than one animal
of each kind was necessary becattse of the multitudes of the
people of Israel who were to be sprinkled with that blood.
The blood of one bullock and of one goat would not have
been sufficient; hence the statement, bulls and goats—in the
plural—and yet not definitely stated as to how many; for it
was really the one bullock and the one goat duplicated as
many times as was necessary to provide a sufficiency of blood
for the sprinkling of all the people.

Antitypical Sprinkling of Low and People.

In the antitype, when the New Law Covenant will be in-
angurated by Messiah's Kingdom, the blood of Christ, as
represented in_the blood of Jesus and also in that of His as-
sociated sacrifices, the Church, will be used in sprinkling, or
satisfying the Divine Law, first of all. This will be the
Basis for the turning over, to the Kingdom of Messiah, of
the whole world by the Father. Then will progress the work
of sprinkling all the people with the blood—the work of
cleansing mankind—giving all men the benefits secured by the

redeeming blood.
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The Antitypical Atonement Day

We trust that from the foregoing our readers will see
clearly the distinction between the Ranrsom which Jesus gave
and its application; and the Stn-Qff erings of this Gospel Age
and what they sigmfy. We wish now to impress a further
point; namely, that the Sin-Offerings were associated with
the Day of Atonement for sin in the fype and in the antitype.
The antitypical Day of Atonement began with our Lord Jesus
and His sacrifices. The entire Gospel Age has been a part of
this Day of Atonement. This Day will witness the full com-
pletion of all the sin atonement and mote; for all of the Mii-
lennial Age will be a part of the antitypical Atonement Day.

Atanement Day Sacrifices Merely a Means to An End.

The sacrifices of the Day of Atonement are merely the
means to an end. The end to be attained is the blessing of
the world, and the bringing of the world back to at-one-ment,
or harmony, with God. That work will require all of the
Millennial Age. It will include the teaching of the world, the
restoration of mankind to all that was lost in Adam and re-
deemed at Calvary. The Sin-Offerings of the Atonement
Day merely represent God's Purpose in the use of the Sac-
rifices which must be completed before the world’s at-one-
ment with God can begin to go into effect.

Clear Distinction Between Sin-Offerings and Ronsom.

So, then, let us hope that all will henceforth see clearly
that the Sin-Offering of the Atonement Day and its Sacri-
fices constitute a picture of the processes by which God ac-
complishes the world’s blessings ; while the Ransom is entirely
distinct, and shows the work of Jesus alone and its ultimate
effect for mankind throughout the whole wide world,

Be Not Forgetfal Readers

Z 1909—108
Past and Present Presentations

We have been astonished at the peculiar statements
made by some who should have known hetter—respect-
g our recent presentations regarding the Covenants. They

declare that we are now contradicting our former presenta-
tions, etc. As an answer to their absurd statements two of
our readers have requested that “we republish the helow
article, copied, verbatim, from our issue of March, I880.
We also suggest the rereading of “Tahernacle Shadows of
Better Sacrifices,” first published the same year.

What Is o Covenant

A covenant is a ratified, unalterable agreement. God has
tnade many covenants with man. (Gen. 6:18; Jer. 33:20,
etc.) Three, however, stand out very prominently, as in
them have heen hound up all the hest interests of mankind.

The Abrahamic Covenant

First: The Covenant of God fo Abrakam, This cove-
nant seems to comprehend and include a blessing on the
natural fleshly descendants, as well as upon the higher,
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ure of responsibility acecrues; and God intimates that He
keeps a very exact accounting with all. Every sin must re-
ceive a just recompense of reward., The penalty of Adam’s
sin has reached down in a general way over the whole race
for six thousand years; but the penalty must be paid for
the other sins of which we speak, sins which were more or
less wilful, more or less against light and knowledge and
which have not been previously expiated, but which have
heen accumulating since Pentecost.

World's Accounts Must Be Squared Before New Dispensa-
ton.,

Before the New Dispensation can rightly be ushered in
with all its blessings, the world's accounts must be fully
squared. It will be the settlement of these accounts against
the world which will bring the great Time of Trouble such as
never was since there was a nation—the Time of Trouble
which we believe has begun in the present war, and which
will progress until the great catastrophe of anarchy will com-
plete it in the near future. Then the accounts of Justice hav-
ing been squared in that great Time of Trouble, the blessings
of Messiah’s Kingdom will immediately begin.

The Falue of the Scape Goat's Suffering

However, God is a very strict Accountant. As He is surc
to count agamst the world all wilful disobedience, and espe-
cially all persecutions of His Church, so also He is willing to
give the world credit on account wherever possible. This, we
believe, is intimated in the picture given us of a work which
followed the Sin-Offerings; namely, the cenfessing over the
head of the scape goat certain transgressions of the people,
and the sending away of the scape goat into the wilderness.

Tribulations on Scape-Goat for Destruction of Flesh.

Understanding that this scape goat represents some of
God's consecrated people who have failed to live up to their
privileges, we understand this to signify that these will go
into a great Time of Trouble, as represented in Revelation
7:14. There they are represented as coming up out of great
tribulation and washing their robes and making them white
in the Blood of the Lamb. Those tribulations coming upon
the Great Company class, the Levite class, are not tribula-
tions for wilful sins, but tribunlations for the destruction of
the flesh, in harmony with the Covenant entered into by this
class, a Covenant of Sacrifice, which they failed to keep, The
sufferings of this Great Company class, we understand, there-
fore, go as a credit to the world to square the account of the
world’s sins against light and especially against God’s people.
The Tiine of Trouble will be especially against the hypocrites,
but the Great Company Class will have their portion with the
hypocrites and be bearers of a certain share of punishment
due the world.

Character of Sins for Which World I's Responsible.
That we may clearly note the character of sins for which
the world is held responsible, let us recall the statement of
Rev, 6:9-11, “I saw under the altar the souls of them that
were slain for the Word of God and for the testirmocny which
they held; and they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How
ie



nossessing the gates of their eneinies (the place of power and
controly, and he so far above others as to be able to “bless
all the families of the earth.” “0. the depth of the riches
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchahble
his judgments and untracable his ways; for who hath known
the mind of the Lord®”

The Covenant of the Law

Is the sccond covenant we wish to consider. It was unlike
the Abrahamic. in that it was conditional and two-sided, 1. e,
it was mace between God and [srael and by its arrangements
God was, bound to do certain things, if Israel did certain
other things. The one with Abraham was uaconditonal.
God said: "I will,” etc.; and although that was the Abra-
hamic covenant, Abraham was in no way obligated. (Cir-
cumcision was instituted after the covenant—Rom, 4:10,
It was not Abraham’s covenant, but God’s entirely; and for
this reason it had no wmediator. (A mediator is one who
stands between the partics fo an agreement or contract,
whose duily it is to see that both parties fulfil their parts
of the covenant.) Instead, God sware by himself that he
would keep Ais cowvenant. [See form of oath Gen. 15:8-18
and Jer. 34;18-20.| "The Law,” is called a covenant. [Com-
pare Gal 3:17 and 4:24.] It was ordained in the hands of
a mediator (Moses, Deut. 5:5), which proves that it con-
tained conditions for 1ts fulfilment; for “a mediator is not
of one” (Gal. 3:20), or, not necessary where there was only
oite party contracting, as in the case of the Abrahamic
Covenant.

Law Covenant Made With Israel Only

This (the Law)} was not a part of the first covenant,
neither was it made with the people of the world, but only
with fleshly Israel—“And Moses called all Tsrael and said
unto them: Hear O Israel * * * The Lord our God made a
covenant with ws at Horeb, The Lord made not this cove-
nant with our fathcers, BUT WITH Us, cven us who are all of
us here alive this day.” Deut. 5:1-5.

The Ten Commandments

That the Ten Comsnandments, particularly, and the cere-
monial Jaw, incidentally, constituted this covenant, is clear
from the reading of the remainder of this chapter. A differ-
ence between moral and ceremonial law is now recognized,
but it is of men. God called them one—"The Law.” This
Law Caovenant was scemingly designed as a hlessing to
Israel, yet really by coming under it they condemned them-
se]ves “for it is v.rlttcn curqed [condemned] is every one
that continueth not in all the words of the Law to do them.”
God never intended, therefore, that they should be benefited
by this covenant since, “By the deeds of the Law shall no
flesh be justified in his sight.” What then was the object
of this covenant? It had two objects: fArst, it demonstrated
that the natural man as a fallen creature, could not live
in harmony with (rod—could not do right or be righteous.
And finally 3t was proved and illustrated that a perfect man
could keep God’s perfect faze, when Jesus did keep it and
thereby became heir legally as well as by grace, to all the
provisions of hoth covenants.
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The Law Until the Seed

SeconopLy: The Law “was appointed on account of
transgressions, 6l the secd should come to whom the
promise related.” (Gal. 3:19.) God knew the best time,
and “in due time sent forth his Son” The law was in-
troduced because the proper time had not come for the
development of “the seed” referred to in the covenant to
Abraham, and was intended to prevent Israel's hecoming
degraded (ike other nations, and to act as a restraint on
their fleshly mnature, and an educator of self-control, etc.
It thus was a “schoolmaster,” which, by showing them their
own weakness, prepared them to receive Jesus Christ
as their justifier from the things which the law condemned.
{Gal. 3:24) And it did this very work. By the time
the seed was due, it had prepared some to receive Jesus,

THirpLY ; It was used as a type, not of the Abrahamic,
but of the new covenant, to illustrate the operations and con-
dittons of that covenant, as we shall soon see,

New Covenont Not Made With Church

Is repeatedly mentioned in Scripture. It should not be mis-
construed as being God’s covenant with ws—"the seed”) no,
that was part of the Abrahamic covenant, and, although in
harmony with each other, they are not the same, nor is the
“new covenant” made with the church at all. It does not
come into operation until the spiritual seed as well as the
fleshly children, have come into possession of what was
promised them under the Abrahamic covenant.

New Covenant Conditionad Reguiring o Mediator

it, like the law which was its shadow or tvpe, is between
Gaod and fleshly men—the world. If, therefore, this covenant
is between two parties (God and the world}, there must be
conditions binding upon hoth; hence there must be a media-
tor (as in the type) to stand responsible for the fulfilment
of the conditions of both. Who, then, is to act as mediator
of the new covenant? Let Paul answer: “Jesus, the media-
tor of the new covenant” {[Heh 12:24.] Yes, Jesus, our
Head, is the one, and the only one, who can stand un«
condemned before God’s righteous law., In him God recog-
nizes his holy Son, separate from sinners, and in Him
humanity may, and soon will, recognize their Lord, now
highly exalted, but once “the man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief, who, by the grace of God, tasted death for every
man”; and “who is a laithful High Priest” able to sym-
pathize. Only through him can the world ever be made
at-one with God—His great work is ci-one-ment. He will
associate with Him in this work His tried and faithful bride.
Now, what are the conditions of this new covenant? They
are, as in its type, the law, do and live. God can never
be a party to any covenant recognizing sin, Perfect righteous-
aess [“Be ye perfect”] has always been the condition on
which God recognizes or communes with any of His children.
Christians in the present age, although not individually per-
fect, are reckaned so, heing hid in Christ, and as members
of His body are covered by His robes of righteousness.
But in the coming time, the imputed rightecusness of another
will not avail, but “every man shall die for his own sin”
[not the sin of Adam]. or vice versa, live by his own right-
eousness [perfect obedience].
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New Age vs, Jewish Age

It may be asked, then: In what way will the new age
under the new covenant differ from the Jewish age under the
law covenant? If the conditions of life are obedience to
God’s perfect law, will it not result, as the law covenant
did, in condemning all under it to death? We answer po,
the difficulty then was, not with the law, but with man. Man,
in his fallen, imperfect condition, could not keep ‘‘the law
ordained to Hfe.” But the conditions of this new covenant
on God's part are, that man shall be brought to a condition
in which he can obey the perfect law, and always keep it in
his heart, as it is written, “Behold the days come, saith the
Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel, and with the house of Judah, * * * This shall be the
covenant that 1 will make with the house of Israel after
those days, saith the Lord: I will put my lew in their in-
ward part, and write it in their hearts, and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people, for I will forgive their
iniquity, and I will remember their sin ne more.” “In those
days they shall no more say, the fathers have eaten a sour
grape, and tha children’s teeth are set on edge, but every
one shall die for his own iniquity.”"—Jer. 31:31.

Proof of New Covenant Being Future

“And in that day I will make a covenant for them with
the beasts of the field and with the fowl of heaven and with
the creeping things of the ground and I will break the
bow, and the sword, and the battle, out of the earth”
(Hos. 2:18. See also Jer. 32:37-41, Ezek. 37:26.) We see
clearly that the new covenant is yet futwre and also that a
great change will be effected in the conditien of Israel,
who, under the Law previously, wete unable to keep it.
The trouble then was, “the fathers [Adam and his success-
ors] had eaten the sour grape of sin, and the children’s teeth
were set on edge” so that they could not keep the Law of
God; so the Day of Atonement is brought in [the Gospel
Age] and during it, they, and all men are redeemed from sin
and the curse, through Jesus Christ, who, by the grace of
God tasted death for every man. The man Christ Jesus, holy,
harmless, separate from sinners, was made a curse for us,
made sin [i. e., dealt with as the sinner] for us, [he] whe
knew no stn, And it is consequently affer the gospel age
when they are pardoned freely for Christ’s sake, and re-
stored to the condition of sinless perfect manhood, that
the new covenant comes into force, And to this thought
agree the words of Paul [Rom, 11:27], “This is my [new]
covenant unto them when I shall take away their sins”

ANl Nations To Be Blessed

The nations are to be blessed also under this new cove-
nant, hy becoming “daughters” to Israel. “I will give them
unto thee for daughters, but not by thy (old) covenant.”
—Ezek, 16:61,

A Covenant with Obligations Reguires a Mediator

We have seen that to every covenant to which there are
obligationis of two parties, there is a mediwator, or one who
stands between guaranteeing the fulfilment of its conditions.
As under the covenant of the Law, Moses was the mediator,
so is »



“Sesus the Medivtor of the New Cowvenant”

And to him God looks for the {ulfilment of the Law, and to
him [srael and the world look for ability to comply with its
conditions, Remember that we, the gospel church, do not
come to Christ under the new cowvenant, neither under the
“old” or Law covenant, but under a covenant older than
either of these |(al. 3:17], the Abrahamic covenant; as part
of “The Seed.” “If ye be Christ's [body], then are ye
Abraham’s Seed and heirs according to (fhat) promise”
—Gal, 3:29.
Covenants Sealed with Blood

As the t}plCa] or Law covenant [or “testament’—same
Greek word;] was ratified or sealed by Moses its Media-
tor, with the blood of a bull and a goat annually, so the
“pew covenant” is sealed with the blood of “better sacri-
fices” [plural] which these represented, viz.: Christ—#Head
and body.

Moses took a bunch of hyssop and scarlet wool and
therewith sprinkled of the ratifying blood mixed with
water, both the book (type of the Law) and all the people.
{See Heb. 9:19.) So with the New Covenant it must also
be ratified with blood; and the mediator of the “New,™
gives his own hblood (life,) both heed and body, during this
aospel day of sacrifice.  And soon when the better sacri-
fices are complete, the people will be sprinkled with this
cleansing blood and with the pure water of truth. It will
sprinkle both book (law) and peoble, bringing the people
into harmony with God and therefore into harmony with
his Law. Their teeth will no longer be set on edge; no
longer will they, when they would do good find evil present
with them; for “All shall know the Lord from the least to
the _Erreatest,” and "The knowledge of the Lord shall fill the
whole earth.”

Sprinkling After the Better Sacrifices

Who will do the sprinkling after the sacrifices are com-
plete? It was Moses in the type; it will he the Great Pro-
phet and Mediator in the antxtvpe—‘A Prophet shall the
Lord your God raise up unto you of your hrethren, fike
unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he' shall
say unta you. And it shall come to pass that every soul
which will not hear that Prophet, shall e destroyed from
among the people” (Acts 3:22) This prophecy belongs
to the “Times of restitution of all things,” and is quoted by
Peter as applicable there.

Antitypical Prophet Now Being Roised {p

That prophet or tcacher—”The Christ”"—Head and body
is now being ‘“raised up” (to power) and soon the work of
sprinkling and cleansing humanity begins; and the soul (per-
son) who will not then obey and be cleansed shall be de-
stroyed. In that age, the sinner a hundred years old will be
cut off, though at that age he would he but “a child"—

Tsa. 65:20
Sarah—Hagar—Keturah

Let us briefly review these covenants as they are illus-
trated in a type or allegory. (Gal. 4:22-31.) Paul ex-
nlained that Abraham's wife, Sarah, was a type of the cove-
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nant made with Abraham, referring to “The Seed” As
vears rolled by, and no child came, they began to look ior
a fulfilment in some other way, and Hagar takes the place
of a wife and hears a son, who apparently is to be the
heiv.,  So the original promise of God meant Christ, but
He was not born until “due time,” and in the meantime
“The Law” was given from Sinai, apparently taking the
place of the covenant, and under the law covenant a fleshly
seed was  developed—fleshly lsrael.  But the Abrahamic
covenant had not failed, and after the Hagar covenant had
borne fleshly lIsrael (typilied by Ishmael), the true seed
of Abraham and heir is born, under the first (or Sarah}
covenant: i ¢., Christ Jesus and the members of His body
~—spiritual Israel,

Paul Spoke of Only Two Seeds

This is as far as Paul carries the type, because speaking
amly of the two seeds, natural and spiritual, and the two
covenants under which they cotne into existence. But as we
find that God is to make “a new covenant” “after those
days,” we naturally inquire: Why was not this sew cove-
nant typified by a wife as well as the other two? And
apon examination we find it was so illustrated. Turning to
Gen. 24:67, we read how Isaac receives Rebecca into Sarah’s
tent, and she becomes his married wife, etc, illustrating
how our heavenly bridgegroom will receive His bride at the
and of her journey, and bring her into, and associate her
with Himseli in the enjoyment of all things promised in the
first (or Sarah) covenant. Then we read: “Then, again,
Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah,” illus-
trating, as plainly as a type can, the new covenant.

Children Born of Abrahaw’s Wives

Each of the first two covenants, bore one offspring:
The first. the "heir of all things” (Isaac—the spiritual Israel),
and the second, fleshly Israel, beloved for the Father’s sake.
But the New Covenant (Keturah) bears six sons, which,
taken with the one of Hagar would be seven—a complete
number—representing that all the fleshly children would be
developed under the Hagar and Keturah or “Law” and
“New"” Covenants. The name Sarah means Princess, Hagar
means flight or cost out, Keturah means incense or sweet;
all of which are significant,

Significance of Sarah, Hagar, Keturah

Oh, how our covenant—the Royal-—looms up above all
the others! Let us not forget that we must die with Jesus,
if we would L1ve and share in the glorious work of sprinkling
and cleansing the world in the next age, “That by means of
death * * * they which are called might receive the prom-
ise of eternal inheritance.”—Heh, 9:15.

The Three Great Covenants
Z 1909—27
Light on the Covenants in 1880
Christendom in general recognizes only two Covenants,
the Old or Law Covenant, with Moses as its mediator, and

the New Covenant, with Christ as its Mediator, Christen-
21
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dom may be said to know nothing whatever about the Abra-
hamic Covenant, When rarcly they recognize the Abra-
hamic Covenant at all, or enter it into their calculations,
they identify it with the New Covenant. We all inherited
this general line of thought throngh Sunday-School sermons,
commentaries, ete. [t is not strange, therefore, that we 31!
had this confused conception of this subject. Gradually,
as a part of the light due to the Church in the end of
this age, we gof to see that there are three Covenants, instead .
of two, as we first supposed. We got to see that the Abra-
hamic or Sarah Covenant, the original one, is the grandest
and best of the three, and that from it the other two pro-
ceeded. This light upon the Divine purpose we began to
set forth in the Warcn Tower in 1880, and later elaborated
the same thought in the Tabernacle’ Shadows of Betier
Sacrifices, In the latter we set forth that these Covenants
are represented in the garments of the High Priest, in the
ephod of two parts, with its shoulder—clasps and jeweled
breast plate, However, we did not discern so sharply as we
now do the clear-cut distinctions between those three Cove-
nants. And is not this in full accord with the Lord’s gen-
eral dealing with us and with all people throughout the age?
Is it not his proposition that the “Path of the just shall shine
more and more unto the perfect day”? We believe that it js

Growth in Grace and Knowledge of the Covenants

What we now see still more distinctly it is our duty and
privilege to lay hefore the Household of Faith. We remind
you, however, that as it took some of us quite a while to get
a proper focus upon the Abrahamic Covenant, it may now
take some of us a considerable time to still further differen-
tiate between the Abrahamic Covenant and the New Covenant,
Remember also that a clear understanding of every detail of
God's Plan, while desirable, is not necessarily essential to our
blessing thereunder. For instance, we believed in the pre-
cious blood of Christ and were justified thereby freely from
ali things, when we did not at all understand the philosophy
of the Atonement—even as the majority of Christian people
do not understand it now. The increasing knowledge did
not bring increasing justification, but it did bring inicreased
appreciation and love and devotion and opportunity for
greater harmony with the Divine purposes better understood,

I—Grace. II.—Law. [II—Works
The Sarah Coavenant One-Sided, Unconditional, No Mediator

St. Paul pointed out to us most distinctly that the origi-
nal Covepant made with an oath to Abrabam was in every
way the superior one and that it, heing a one-sided Covenant,
an unconditional promise, has no mediator.

Law Covenant. Added, Colled Hagar, Works Requirved

St. Paul tells us that the Law Covenant was “added”
to the Abrahamic Covenant in God’s dealing with the nation
of Israel, It is called a Law Covenant hecause the benefits
of that Covenant were offered only to those who would keep
the Law in all its requnirements—inviolate, He calls it the
Hagar Covenant, because it was a bondage and because its
offspring, the Jewish nation, could not inherit the promised



blessings and privileges, He tells us that it made nothing
perfect, brought nothing to perfection. Althought faith had
a place and the grace of God had some manifestation
towards Jsrael, yet neither faith nor grace affected their
Covenant, which was hard and fast and demanded obedi-
ence to the works of the Law—“He that doeth these things
shall live by them.” Since none could do perfectly, that
Covenant of works brought only condemnation of their
imperfect works. It had a mediator, Moses, but he was un-
able to accomplish anything for the people, becausc of their
imperfection through heredity. We properly call this the
Law Covenant.

Children of the Covenant

The Apostle points that as Hagar's child was born be-
fore Isaac, who represented The Christ, Head and Body,
“The New Creation,” so the nation of Israel, Moses and all
the peopie baptized into him in the sea and in the cloud,
“The house of servants,” would be developed before Spirit-
uval Israel, the New Creation—Christ and all the members
of the house of sons of spirit-begetting.

Sarah Covenant Before and After Law Covenant

As the Covenant of Grace (Sarah) existed before the
I.aw Covenant was added to it, so it continued to exist after
the Law Covenant was set aside as a Covenant, its prize of
life eternal having heen won by “the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself a Ransom for all.” So, then, the Covenant of
Grace {Sarah), which preceded the Law Covenant (Hagar)
four hundred and thirty years, continued alive during the
whole period of the Law Covenant, but without children, and
then brought forth the Head of the Seed, Jesus. The Law
Covenant was then cast aside—"Cast out the bond-woman and
her son; for the son of the bond-woman shall not be heir
with the son of the free-woman”—The Christ, the Heir of the
original promise, now being developed, From the Scriptural
standpoint the Resurrection is the birth; as, for instance, our
Lord is the “First-Born from the dead. the First-Born
amongst many brethren,” and “his brethren,” “his members,”
“his Bride” (three different names for the “elect” Church),
must all be brought forth from the dead, all be “changed”
to spirit condition bhefore the Seed of Abraham will be
complete,

The "Mystery”, Jesus the Head, the Church the Body

“If Ye Be Christ's, Then Are Ye Abraham’s Seed and
Heirs.”—Cal. 3:29

This is the Mystery—the selection of the Church as the
Bride of Christ during this Gospel Age, to be sharers with
their Redeemer in the sufferings of this present time, and
also in the glory that shall follow. Hence the Apostle was
very solicitous that he might have share in “His Resurrection,”
The Christ Resurrection, “The First Resurrection.” Not un-
ti} that “First Resurrection” is finished will the Seed of
the Sarah Covenant he fully born. This is guite in accord
with the prophetic statement, “Shall [ bring to the birth (de-
liver the Head}, and oot cause to come forth (the Body).”
(Isa. 66:9.) The intimation is that so surely as Jesus, the
Head of the Body, was brought forth in the Resurrection,



horn from the dead. so surely will all the members o.f his
Body share with him his glorious “change” from mortality to
immortality, from earthly to hcavenly nature,

Jewws Re Membership tn the Body of Christ

What about the Jews under the Law {(Hagar) Covenant?
Were they on that account cut off from the very privileges
and Dlessings which they so desired—of heing Abraham's
Seed and heirs according to the promise? We answer, Yes,
The Apostle shows that the children of the hond-woman
could not he heirs with the children of the free-woman.
How, then, did the apostles and others, who were of Israel
accordiug to the flesh, come into relationship with Christ and
the Sarah Covenant (of grace)? “The Apostle tells us that
as a human marriage is dissolved hv the death of one of the
parties, so those of the Jews who could recognize hy faith
that Christ’s death had fulfilled the terms of the Law Cove-
nant could realize that that Covenant was dead, and hence,
that they were freed from it and cnuld become married to
another—united to Christ. On the contrary any Jew who
does not recognize that Christ, by his death, has "“made an
end af the Taw, nailing it to his cross.” and who still con-
tinues to helieve in that Covenant, is as firmly hound therchy
as though the Covenant were still alive; just as a woman
whose husband was really dead, but she thought him alive,
could ot conscientiously marry another.

Did God Deceine the Jews?

The Apostle explains that all of that nation who Tacked
proper faith in Christ were cast off, “blinded,” not forever,
hut until the completion of the House of Sons, the New
Creation, the spirit members of the spiritual Body of spiritual
Tsrae! —~The Christ.  Ah! but, says one, if they be cast
off, “blinded,” until the elect Church is complete, then they
can have no part in it; and, being under the conditions of
the Hagar (Law) Covenant, will they not be in an unsatis-
factory state, under a New Covenant? And according to this
evidence, did not God rather <eceive the nation of Israel.
when he entered into the Law Covenant with them at Sinai,
ktiowing that they could not keep it, and could not get [ife
under if, and yet permitting them, so supposing, to put them-
selves under that hondage’ Are not the Lord’s ways just
and equal?

GGod to Recognize Tivo Seeds

Yes, we answer, and the full scope of the Divine purpose
when seen is glorious in its harmony, The difficulty in the
past ltas been that we have seen as through an obscured
glass, and not face to face. Now we perceive that God in-
tends to recognize two seeds of Abraham, the one heavenly,
like unto the stars of heaven; the other earthly. like unte
the sands of the seashore. The attempt of the Taw Covenant
to bring forth the natural sced first was ahortive—a failyre.
First must come the spiritual Christ, Head and Body, par-
taker of the divine nature. heir of all things. Then God's
favor will return to natural Tsrael. But since the Law Cove-
nant completed 1ts purposc and was demonstrated to he un-
available for them. lbecause of the weaknesses of the flesh,
God purposes to make with that nation, and with that nation
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alome, a New Covenant. Not a single statement of Scripture
identilies the New Covenant with the Gentiles. On the con-
trary, it is Israel’s New Covenant given to displace the Old
ur baw Covenant, Let us uote well that the great mass of
the carly Church were Hebrews and that the Apostle’s refer-
ences 1o the New Covenant are almost exclusively in his
epistle to the Hebrews, One exception is in Rom, 11:27, where
the Apostle. although addressing Christians of Gentile birth,
tells them that natural Israel was cast off for their sakes,
hut is still beloved for the father’s sake, and is again to have
Divine favor, under a special Covenant. The other (2 Cor.
3:6) refers to the royal priesthood as able (qualified) sery-
ants of the New Covenant—dying with Christ for its seal-
ing—Mal. 3:1.

New Covenant Belongs to Israel Alone

The more closely we investigate the New Covenant, the
more we must be convinced of this fact—that it belongs to
Israel alone, including the two nations into which they
divided at the death of Solomon—Israel and Judah. Note
the statement of the Prophet, “Behold the days will come,
saith the Lord, when I will make a New Covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not according
to the Covenant [the Law Covenant] which I made with
them when 1 took them by the hand and led them out of the
land of Egypt” The Apostle, endeavoring to prove to the
Jews that they could gain nothing under the Law Covenant,
points ont this prophecy, and tells them ihat the fact that
(God speaks for this as a New Covenant implies that a preced-
ing [law] Covenant had become old, valueless, and was
preparing to pass away—“In that he saith, a New Covenant,
he hath made the first old; now that which decayeth and
waxeth old is ready to wvanish away.”—Heb. 8:13.

New Covenant Takes Place of Old Law (ovenant

The New Covenant i1s to take the place of the old and
unsatisfactory vne. There were two old Covenants, the Grace,
aor Sarah Covenant, and the T.aw, or Hagar Covenant. Which
did the Apostle mean had grown old, valueless, and would
pass away and give place to the New Covenant? Surely
there can be no doubt or misunderstanding on this point.

Jesus Became Hetr of All

He meant the Law Covenant, for he says so. He did not
mean the original Grace or Sarah Covenant, for he points out
that our claim to relationship to God is under that original
Covenant, as members of the Body of Christ, members of
of the Bride of Christ joint heirs with him, COur Lord
Jesus, by his obedience, hecame heir of all, heir of the origi-
nal Covenant and heir also of the Law Covenant. Of the
people there was none with him, neither Jews nor Gentiles.

High-Calling Open to Both Jew and Gentile

But by the grace of God there was provision wmade, as we
have seen, that any Jew, seeing that the Law Covenant was
dead, nailed to the cross, might beceme betrothed to Christ.
They did not need to wait for the New Covenant, the provi-
sions of which apply only to those on the earthly plane. In-
stead, by a faith justification and a consecration unto death,
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they were counted worthy of begetting to the new nature—
betrothal to Christ. And similarly Gentiles, favored of God
by the hearing ear and seeing eye of faith, were subse-
quently privileged to go through the same process, except
that they did not need to reckon themselves dead to the Law
Covenant, because they never were under it. Otherwise, recog-
nizing Christ’s death as the blood of the original Covenant,
typified by Abraham’s offering up his son, these also were
reckoned, justified and, presenting their justified bodies to
the Lord as sacrifices, they were begotten of the same holy
Spirit as the Jews, to be fellow-members of the same Body—
the Body of Christ,

Auncient Worthies re Covenonts

We come now to the other part of the guestion: What
provision has God made for those Jews who bound themselves
under the Law Covenant, from Moses’ day down to the first
advent; and for those who since then have not discerned the
death of the Law Covenant and who will not be made aware
of it until after the spiritual Seed shall have been completed
and glorified? If they have not lost all share and privileges
in connection with God’s special mercies, where do they come
in? We answer that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and others be-
fore the Law Covenant were not hound hy it, yet were nat in
the fullest sense justified to life until the Abrahamic Cove-
nant had been established at Calvary, Their faith, then, en-
titled them to a share in the merits of that sacrifice. Like-
wize throughout the period of the Law Covenant, before it
was annulled at the cross, there were Anctent Worthies who
lived above the masses of their time, and who, although
bound by the Law, had above it « living faith in the origi-
nal Oath-Bound (Sarah) Covenant of Grace. These in the
Divine records were entitled to their share of that grace,
as soon as the merit of Calvary’s sacrifice had been pre-
sented on behalf of believers, when Jesus “ascended up on
high, there to appear in the presence of God on our be-
half™ Although they lived while the Law Covenant was
alive, they foresaw its death and trusted not in it, but
in the superior Covenant of Grace. Hence these in due
time will come forth to a life resurrection, not because of
their relationship to the Law Covenant, under which they
lived, nor because of their relationship to the New Cove-
nant, of which some of them knew nothing, but because
of their relationship to and faith in the original (Sarah)
Covenant of Grace,

Sealing the New Covenant

He who knew the end from the beginning knew ex-
actly what Israel would be and do, and was not dis-
appointed, and alt of the plans and promises to that nation
were made from the standpoint of this knowledge. Al-
though the chief feature of the Sarah Covenant was secured
by our Lord Jesus as a trophy of his wvictory over sin and
death, and although he laid down his human nature com-
pletely to this end, nevertheless the Divine arrangement is
such that the blood of Christ, the merit of his sacrifice of
earthly things. must accrue to the henefit of the natural seed
of Abraham, because it all goes to seal the New Covenant,
which belongs exclusively to fleshly Israel, The opportu-



nity granted to both the Jews and Gentiles to become Joint-
Heirs with the Redeemer was based upon their offering them-
selves to him in sacrifice, and his acceptance of their offer-
ings as his own—his sacrificing them throughout this age as
his own flesh—and God’'s acceptance of them as New
Creatures, hegotten of the Spirit, as brethren of Christ, or the
hetrothed of Christ, or members of his Body, Only by thus
sharing with our Lord drinking his cup, being baptized into
his baptism of death, surrendermg all into his hand, can we
have fellowship with "him in his sufferings ; and his death (in-
chuding ours) seals the New Covenant in his blood, of which
he said, “Drink ye all of ¢t 1In his cup we are partakers,
joint-sacrificers.—1 Cor. 10;16.

fsrael's Loss Our Gain, Qur Gain Israel's Gain

Thus while natural Tsrael had been counted enemies
for our sakes, for the Gospel's sake, our cnly opportunity for
gaining the great prize is in connection with the sealing of
a New Covenant hetween God and Israel. How beautifully
the features of the Divine program balance! Their loss was
our pain, and our gain through sacrifice becomes their gain;
and, altogether, the Lord will be glorified.

When the New Covenant Wil Be Sealed

As already shown, the New Covenant will not be sealed,
ratified, until the sacrifices of The Christ shall have been
finished. And the finishing of these sacrifices closes the work
of this great Day of Sacrifice and Atonement. With the
second presentation of the blood of Atonement in the Most
Holy, at the end of this age, the New Covenant with Israel
will be sealed, and the blessing of the Lord will begin to
Israel, “For this is my Covenant with thewm, when 1 shall take
away their sins.—Rom. 11:27,

Abrahan’s Tweoe Secds
All Nations Blessed

Not only did the original promise indicate two seeds of
Abraham—one as the stars of heaven, and the other as the
sands of the sea—but St Paul elaborates this thought, say-
ing of the promise, “It is of faith, that it might be by grace,
to the end that the promise might be sure to all the seed;
not to that only which is of the Law, but to that also which
is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all (in-
cluding you who are Romans) ; as it is written, I have made
thee a father of many nations.,” We have seen how Abra-
ham, as a type of God, is the father of the spiritual Seed
and how through Christ, hy the provision of the New
Covenant, the Jewish nation, dead under the Law Covenant,
is to be regenerated by The Christ, the Mediator of the New
Covenant; and that this regeneration will commence at the
close of this Gospel Age and the opening of the Millenaial
Age, But these are only two—*"the (Church) holy nation,”
and the (Jewish) chosen nation. How do all nations come in?
It will not do to say the Body of Christ, the Bride class, ful-
fils this prophecy, because, although they were taken out of
the nations, they are not all nations, and do not even rep-
resent all nations, Each first died to his earthly estate and
nationality, before he was begotten of the holy Spirit to be
a member of the holy nation, the New Creation,

a7



Christ and Anclent Worthies Channels for World's Blessing

The Scriptures distinctly show that Christ and his
Church, spirit beings, must constitute the Kingdom class, but
they also show that the Ancient Worthies, and through them
the nation of Israel under the New Covenant. will become
the representatives of the heavenly Kingdom amongst men.
It will be with these that the hlessing of the Lord in the
Millennial morning will begin, Thus we read of Jacob's
trouble, that he shall be saved out of it and that the Lord will
restore their judges as at the first, and their law-givers as at
the beginning—the Ancient Worthies resurrected on the
earthly plane. (Jer. 30:7; Zech. 12:7.) The New Covenant
will be the [.aw Covenant over again, only that it will have
the hetter Mediator—The Christ, Head and Body, who will
he ahle to make allowances for the imperfections of Israels
heredity. The sins of the past will all be forgiven, their
physical blemishes waiting for restitution, They will be dealt
with according to what they are, allowances being made in
cach individual case, and each will be required to heed the
voice of the antitypical Moses. “And it shall come to pass
that evety soul which will not heed that Prophet, shall he
utterly destroyed from amongst the people.”—Acts 3:23.

Hope for the Many Nations

Hedne Government tn Haands of Ancient [Forthies

Since God’s favors are thus marked out for the heavenly
and the earthly Seeds of Abraham—the earthly through the
heavenly--it follows that the blessing of the other nations
will come about through their affiliation with these. In other
words, we may understand that the Divine Government estab-
lished in Israel in the hands of the Ancient Worthies will be
the center of Divine favor, and the people of other nationali-
ties must come to this center for their supplies of truth and
grace. Thus the Prophet represents the matter, saying, “Many
nations shall go and say, Come and let us go up to the
mountain (Kingdom) of the Lord, and to the house of the
God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths; for the Law shall go forth from Mount
Zion (the spiritual Kingdom) and the Word of the Lord from
Jerusalem {the center of the earthly Kingdom).”—Micah 4:2,

Al Nations to Become [svaelites

As thus all nations, peoples, kindreds and tongues shalt
he brought gradually to an appreciation of the Divine Plan;
they shall all be blessed with Restitution privileges and op-
portunities and with an enlightenment from the rays of the
Sun of Righteousness, which then through the appointed
chanuels will be flooding all the earth. Thus will the origi-
nal Covenant have its amplified {fulfiment; first, in The
Christ, the spiritual Israel; secondly, under the New Covenant
with Israel after the flesh: and through these bless all the
families of the earth, so that all the willing and obedietnt
may gradually attain to the standards of the children of God
and he possessed of the “liherties of the sons of God"—{ree-
dom from sin, sorrow, pain and death. As the old Law
Covenant was with Isracl only, so the New (Law) Covenant
will he with Tsrael only. Otber nations will share it by
hecoming Tsraelites, “Proselytes of the gate,” not under the
old hut under the New Covenant. (Ezelk 16:60, 61.) “He
that hath an ear te hear, let him hear.”
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Churcft's Relatteuship te Neww Cotenang

“Kpow your calling.” Let us who have accepted the Di-
vine call ut Christ hear m mind that, according to the Apostie’s
declaration, we are the children of the Sarah Covenant. We
are the Bride of Isaag, and bis Joint-Heirs, of whom it is
written, “If xe he Christ's, then are ye Abraham’s Seed and
heirs according to the promise” Qur ounly refationship to
the New Cavenant is that the Father drew us to Jesus aud
Jesus covered us with his robe of righteousness and thus
made it possible for us 1o he called to joint-fellowship with
himseli in the “better sacrifices,” participation in the “cup”
of suffering and death-—"the blood of the New Covenant”—
for the sealing of the New Covenant for Iscael, under which
alt the families of the earth will get a blessing. Thus in
the divine purpose our Lord’s death or hlood justified the
Church and (with the Chuarch’s) will seal the New Covenant
jor Ysrael and through Israel will become effective to all of
Adam's race. “As ol in Adam die. even so all tw Chrisi
shall he made alive-—every man in his own order”

Churcl's Relationship fo Christ

The Church comes inte Christ as his Members or Body
or Bride. Israe] will come into The Christ family as children
“Tustead of thy fathers shali be thy children.,” And this
same privilege shall extend to eli—to become regemerated
“in the regeneration” when we shall sit with him on his
throne.

The Everlasting Covesant

Both the Abrahamic Covenant and the New Covenant
are Scripturally stvled ~“The Everlasting Covenant,” in con-
trast with the Law Covenant, which passed away, a failore
because of its unprofitableness.” (Heb, 7:18.) The one is
perpetuated in the other, even as the spiritual Seed (spiritual
Israel} will rule and bless throngh the eartbly Seed (fleshly
Israel}. Note the Scripture testitnony that the original Grace
{or Sarah) Covenant 1s everlasting. (Gen. 17:7, 13, 19; 2
Sam. 23:5; Psa. 106:8-10) Nore other Scriptures which
apply the same term prophetically to the New Cowvenant
fler. 32:40; 31:31. 32; Fok 16:60.) Note carefully the con-
text in each instance, that the reference is to the Milten-
pium.

The Blood of the Eswrbasting Covenant

The Llood of the Everlasting Covenaat is the “blood of
Jesus,”™ his sacrifice. through the merit of which believe s
are now “justified by faith” under the Grace or Sarah Cave-
pant inot by the New Covenant which does not yet exist and
which is to be made only with Israel). And the blood
or sacrilice of [esus is “the blood of the New Covenant.” yet
to be established with Fleshly Tsrael, just the same only that
v the Father's good pleasure Jesus is now accepting the
“little floek™ as his memhers and counting their sacrifice or
hlood as a part of his own,

1 he Father’s Drowving Now

Nole how this is set forth m Isaiah 35:1-3. Here be-
lievers of this Gospel Age are described as those who hunger
and thirst after nghteoisaess. Under the Father's drawing

29



they come to Jesus now. They are not of those who, blind
and deaf under Satan's power, love darkness rather than
light and will need the Kingdom regulations and corrections
to make them bow and confess, under the New Covenant
arrangement with I[srael and indirectly with all nations.

Sure Mercies of David

To these hungry, thirsty, seeing, hearing, believers the
Lord offers the “fatness” or cream of the Everlasting Cove-
nant, saying, Obey and your soul shall live and I will give
unto you the sure or promised mercies of David. David means
heloved and is another name for the Redeemer, the antitypi-
cal King of Israel by Divine appointment,

Call of Gospel Age in Prophecy

This prophecy evidently, therefore, is the prophecy of
the call of this Gospel Age to share with Jesus the glory,
honor and immortality of the Kingdom, Note the context,
“A nation that thou knowest not shalt thou call, and a nation
that knew thee not shall run unto thee” (V. 5% Unques-
tionahly this is the Church—Spiritual Israel, “a holy nation,”
a peculiar people. chosen out of all nations to the heaventy
Kingdom of the Miliennium.

Messiah Given for a Covenant

Note the description of Christ Jesus and his “Body” in
Isaiah 42:1-7, Note that Messiah is “given” for [sacrificed
in the interest of | a Covenant to the people (Israel) and for
a light to the nations or heathen, to enable thenr all to come
in that light under the blessings of Tsrael’s New Covenant.

Church Perfected Through Blood of Everlisting Covenant

Come now to Hebrews 13:20, “Now the God of peace
wha brought again”from the dead the Great Shepherd of the
sheep (Jesus), through the blood of the Everlasting Cove-
Hant wmake vou perfect.” Does this refer to our justifica-
tion from Adamic guilt and reconciliation to God? Not at all.
The Father will have nothing to do with us (except to “draw
us to Jesus for justification and consecration) until affer our
justification. Then his mighty power which bhrought our
Great Shepherd from the tomh to glory and immortality be-
gins to mightily work in us to will and to do his good
pleasure.” (Phil. 2:13.} If we abide in his love he will per-
fect us as New Creatures by the privileges granted us of
sharing in the sufferings of Christ—participating in the
shedding of the blood of the Ewverlasting Cowvenant, which
as the New Covenant will bring hlessings to Israel and then
to the world. The Greek word here rendered “perfect you”
signifies “knit you together,” that is, make vou completely
one with the Shepherd as his “members” both in sufferings
and in glory to follow.

Church Sanctified Not Tustified by Blood of Everlasting
Covenant

Note also that in Hebrews 10:29 it is the blood of the
Covenant that \amnﬁcd and not the blood that justified that,
sinned aqam:t merits the Sccond Death. We were fushﬁe(l
by faith in the blood of Jesus. We were sanctified by our
consecration to drink of his cup—the blood of the New Cove-
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nant. Only those who have gone on to this second degree
and presented themselves as sacrificers {Romans 12:1) and
have been accepted and sanctified by the hegetting of the holy
Spirit, as members of the “Body” of Christ and sons of the
Highest, can commit the sin unto death. “If any man [thus
presented and sanctified] draw back my soul shall have no
pleasure in him. But we are not of those who draw back
unte perdition”—Second Death—Heb, 10:39

Scriptures WWhich Mention New Covenont

Let us now briefly refer to all the Scriptures which
mention the New Covenant that we may note their full har-
mony with the foregoing. We have already examined the
one statement connected with our text and see that it applies
to the closing of this age—a shaking of the nations and
everything out of harmony with God, preparatory to the
establishment of the Xingdom, as the foundation of the New
Covenant blessings to the world during the Millennium.
There are just eight other texts in the New Testament which
refer to the New Covenant:

Mediator of a Better Covenant

(1Y “Far this cause he is made Mediator of a better
Covenant [not better than the Grace or Sarah Covenaat, but
hetter than the Law Covenant], which was established upeon
hetter promises.” (Heb, 8:6.) Our Tord Jesus had already
hegun the work necessary to his fulfilling this office of Media-
tor of the New (Covenant. He had laid the foundation, but
he had not vet accepted to himself all the members the
Father intended and foreknew and predestinated, We notice
from the context that the contrast still is between the Law
Covenant and its Mediator Moses, and the New Covenant,
superior becansc of its better Mediator, the Messiah. Moses
could offer only itmperfect sacrifices, but Christ, by antitypi-
cal sacrifices of the bullock and goat (himseclf and his Body),
makes satisfaction for the sins of the whole world, and pre-
pares to mediate the New Covenant, which God has promised
shall be his channel for blessing Israel and the world.

New Covenent With Natural Tsrael Only

{2) In the succeeding verse (8) the Apostle supports
his argument by a quotation from the Old Testament promise
to Israel of a New Covenant, saying, “Behold, the days come,
saith the Lord, when I will make a New Covenant with the
house of Israel and with the house of Judah.” Clearly this
does not refer to Spiritual Israel,

New Covenant Not for Spiritual Israel

{3) Neither does the next reference to the New Cove-
nant, which is a part of the same quotation from Jer. 31:31,
refer to Spiritual Isracl—"Not according to the Covenant
that T made with their fathers. . . . For this is the Cove-
nant that T will make with the house of Israel after those
days. saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind,
and write them in their hearts; and [ will be to them a
Gaod, and they shall be to me a people.”—Heb. 8:8-10.

New Covenantd Operative Later

The davs referred to in the above are “after” the
days of this Gospel Age. The Apostle goes on to say, “And
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they shall not teach every man his neighlor and every man
his brother, saying, Know the Lord; far ali shall know me
from the least to the greatest, and 1 will be merciful to their
unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities will 1 remem-
ber no maore”” This is a description of what will take place
during the Millennium, and not a description of what we see
about us today, God has not yet put his laws into the hearts
af the house of Israel, and they arc not his people, as he
states they will be at the proper time in the end of this age
whelsl the New Covenant becomes operative, Compare Acts
15:15.
Paul Tought Law Covenant Would Pertsh

(4) “In that he saith, a New Covenant, he hath made
the first old. Now thut which decayeth and waxeth old is
rea(iy to vanish away.” Notice that the Apostle is not say-
ing one word about the New Covenant being [or the Church
of Christ. His readers understood very well that they came
in under the Sarah Covenant. But certain Judaizing teachers
insisted that they must be under the Hagar Covenant, as
well as under the Sarah Covenant. And this is what the
Apostle 1s disputing, He is making clear that the (}agar)
Law Covenant would not continue, but perish, and that, in
God's due time, he would provide a New Covenant to take
1ts place with Israel,

Jews Must Be Redecmed from Dead Works of Old Law
Covenant

(5) Tt was necessary that Jews be redcemed from the
“dead works” of the old Law Covenant and that a New one
be made for them by Christ—Head and members. The old
one was sealed by the hlood of bulls and geats, but the New
one by “Dbetter sacrifices.” Antitypically the bleod of the
hulfock has bheen offered, and soon that of the goat will be
presented.—Heb. 9:14-23,

Better Sacrifices Requirg No Repetition

(6) “This is the Covenant that I will make with them
after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my faws into their
hearts and in their minds will I write them; and their sins
and iniquities will [ remember no more. Now, where remis-
sion of sins is, there is no more offering for sin.” (Heb.
10:16-18.) The Apostle is arguing along general lines. He
would have his hearers understand that when an acceptable
sacrifice has been offered to God for sins, the transaction is
a closed one, and the saerifice needs no repetition. He shows
that this will be so in the future for the world. When the
“better sacrifices,” sealing the New Covenant, shall have
Leen offered to God by our Redeemer, and accepted by him,
it will mean the cancellation of all condemnation. On the
strength of this work [or the future the Apostle urges that
we, the Body of Christ. whosce sins have heen atoned for hy
our Lord, the first sacrifice of the Day of Atonement (in the
type the bullock), may count that our sins are completely
cancelled, and will be remembered against us no more. “For
hy one suffering he (Christ) hath perfected forever them that
are sanctilied™: all justifed by faith, who proceed to full
conseeration anid sanctification. I numbered amongst the
sanctitied, we may kiow that our sins are completely abliter-
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ated from the Divine record, so far as justice is concerned,
and that we have entered upon a new record as New Creatures
and will be held accountable only for trespasses against our
covenant to the Lord, our vow—Dby which we became mem-
bers of the Christ, the Seed of Abraham, and heirs of the
great (Sarah) Covenant of Grace.

FPaul Applies New Covenant to Isroel

(7} “For this is my Covenant to #hem, when I shall
take away their sins. As concerning the Gospel they are
enemies for your sakes; but as touching the elect, they are
beloved for the fathers' sake” (Rom. 11:27, 28.) There is
no room to doubt that the Apostle here is referring to Israel's
Covenant, the New Covenant, which God will make with them
after this Gospel Day. The Apostle says the Covenant will
e made when, or at the time that the Lord will “take away
their sins.'" That time has not yet come. Israel is still under
Divine condemnation, though we are now privileged to speak
comiortably unto them and to assure them that the time for
their deliverance is nigh, the time when the Mediator of the
New Covenant will have taken on the last rmembers of the
spirit Body, the Gospel Church, “changed” by the power of
the First Resurrection: the time when he will mediate that
New Covenant, satisfy the demands of Divine justice on be-
half of the world, as he already satisfied it en behalf of
the Church. Then he will become, as previously intended
and declared, the great Mediator of the New Covenant be-
tween God and mankind in general—the Church being the
exception, under the Covenant of Grace. Then will he begin
his Millennial Kingdom: “For he must reign until he shall
have put all enemies under his feet, and the last enemy that
shall he destroyed is death.” Then all who drank of his
“cup,” the blood [sacrifice] of the New Covenant, as mem-
bers of the Spiritual Seed, will reign with him.—Gal, 3:29.

Church Approuching Mount Zian

(8) “But ye are approached unto Mt. Zion, . . . to
the New Jerusalem, . . . to the general assembly and
Church of the Firstborns, . . . and to Jesus, the Mediator

of the New Covenant and to the blood of sprinkling”
(Heh, 12:24) Here spiritual 1srael is pictured as an
army marching and the things at the farther end are seen and
to be rcached. Jesus reached the end of the way long ago,
but the Church of IFirstborns is not there vet. Jesus is
the Mediator, but he has accepted the Church as his Bride,
his Body. and waits for het arrivai. The picture shows
that the New Law Covenant will be established as the old
Law Covenant was, only on a higher plane and through
a yreater Mediator and by Detter sacrifices—Acts 3:23.

Work of Gospel Age Higher than New Covenant

Not one of these references to the New Covenant makes
the slightest suggestion that it is applicable to the Church.
A reference to the original prophecy from which the Apostle
quotes shows that it could not apply to the Church, for we
there read that the Lord “will take away their stony hearts
out of their flesh, and give them an heart of flesh” This is
exactly the Restitution Work which wiil hegin with Israel
and extend to all the families of the earth, but it is not at
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all the work of this Gospel Age, which is far higher. The
Lord does not give the “little flock” hearts of flesh, but, justi-
fied by faith, allows them to sacrifice the flesh and begets
them to a new nature, the glorious Seed of Abraham, through
which all the families of the earth shall be blessed, by the
inauguration of the New Covenant, sealed, made aperative
by the merit of the blood of Christ.

Abraham’s Three Wives

Z 1909—222

A correspondent objects to our suggestion that Keturah,
Abraham’s third wife, represented the New Covenant, as his
secondary wife, Hagar, represented the Law Covenant, and
his primary wife, Sarah, represented the Covenant of Grace,
“the New Jerusalem, the mother of us 2ll,” the mother of
the promised seed, Isaac, typical of Christ Jesus the Head
and the Church his Body, as the Apostle declares in Gala-
tans 3:29; 4:28

Keturah a Wife of Abraham

The cbjection is that Keturah was not a wife, but a con-
cubine or secondary wife, and that Abraham had several
of these, according to Genesis 25:5, 6, where we read,
“Abraham gave gifts to the sons of his concubines” The
claim further is that Abraham was already old at the time
of Isaac’s birth and that the probabilities are that he had
several concubines while Sarah was still living.

Keturoh Tytical, Though Paul Does Not Mention Her

We reply that there is always room to speculate in con-
teadiction to the plain statements of Scripture; so that the
worldly-wise and all who lack faith in the Divine record
will have abundant opportunity o stumble themselves.
The Scripture record is clear to the effect that Abraham’s
companion, fully recognized as his wife and joint-heir, was
Sarah, and that her son was specially recognized as Abra-
ham’s heir. As for Hagar and Keturah, the record is simi-
larly explicit—that they bore children to Abraham—the
former with Sarah’s consent and as her special representa-
tive, the latter after Sarah’s death, Whether these two
women be termed secondary wives or concubines matters
nothing and we need not quibble over a point of no con-
sequence. Evidently concubine is the name which prefer-
ably describes the relationship of these two women to
Abraham, And this was eminently proper, since it was
evidently the Divine intention, as declared by the Apostle.
that Abraham himself should be a type of the Almighty,
Sarah a type of the Abrahamic Covenant, and her son
Isaac a type of The Christ, the Messiah, the Prophet,
Priest, Mediator, King, Judge, through whom the blessing
of the Almighty should ultimately proceed to all the fami-
lies of the earth. The Apostle carries out this figure by
showing that Hagar, the bondwoman or concubine, repre-
sented the Law Covenant, and that her child Ishmael rep-
resented the Jewish people, born under that Law Cove-
nant. The Apostle shows that they could not be both chil«
dren of the bondwoman and children of the free woman, He
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shows that the Jews, in order to become united to Christ
and members of the spiritual Isaac, the heir of all, must
become dead to the Law Covenant and be married to Christ,
begotten of the holy Spirit; otherwise they could have
neither part nor lot in the spiritual Seed of Abraham. The
Apostle does not carry the figure on and declare that
Keturah typified the New (Law) Covenant. We believe
that this omission was of Divine intention, becanse the time
for this particular feature of the Divine program to be clearly
understood was not vet due.

Isaac and Church Do Not Have Two Mothers

One thing, however, can be clearly seen by all who have
the eyes of their understanding open and their spiritual
senses exercised, and that is that TIsaac did not have two
mothers. Tt was the same Barah who from the first was
recognized by Abraham as his mate and only full ~nd
proper wife, wha for so long was barren, but who finally
bore Isaac, the seed of promise., Similarly the Sarah Cove-
nant, which was barren for centuries, at our Lord's First
Advent bore him as the Antitypical Seed of Abraham
Then also the Hagar or Law Covenant and her child, the
Jewish nation, were “cast out.” TIn the Apostle’s figure of
Galatians 4:28 he represents the spirit-begotten, faithful
overcomers of the Church, as members of the Antitypical
Isaac, the Spiritual Seed of the Sarah Covenant. “We,
hrethren, as Isaac was, are the children of the promise.”
In the picture he gives us in Galatians 3:29 the Apostle
presents the Charch as the Bride of Isaac and his jeint-
heir—now betrothed and in the end of the age to be mar-
ried to him, and to enter into his mother’s tent—to enter
into all the blessings and privileges that belong specially
to this great Covenant which God made with Abhraham and
which he confirmed with an oath.

Hager ond Keturak, Like Old and New Covenanis, Were
Additions

The record in Genesis 24:67 and 25:1 shows that after
Sarah's death Abraham took Keturah as his wife—not,
however, as taking the full place of Sarah as his joint-heir,
as the word wife in olden times evidently signified. She
was accepted as his companion in a secondary sense with-
out disparagement to the first wife Sarah and her son
Isaac, to whaom Abraham “gave all that he had.” We sub-
mit that Keturah is a very proper figure of the New (Law)
Covenant, as Hagar was of the old Law Covenant Tt is
not the Oath-bound Covenant. which relates to the Spirituzl
Seed, which becomes heir of alll As the Law Covenant was
no part of the original one, but merely an addition to it—
so likewise the New Covenant is an addition to the Oath-
bound Sarah Covenant. As the children of Hagar and the
children of Keturah did not inherit the original promise,
so neither will those who inherit the New Covenant be
fellow-heirs with those who inherit as members of Isaac
ar as his bride and joint-hetr.

New Law Covenant Supercedes Old Lot Covenant, Not
brahamic
 We therefore deny that it is possible for anyhody to be
logically, truthfully or Scripturally a child of two Cove-
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nants or two mothers at the same time. And on the other
hand we urge the reasonableness of the proposition that
if the Law Covenant was represented as a mother and a
concubine wife the New (Law) Covenant, to take its place,
should also logically appear as a concubine wife, We also
urge upon the attention of all that the word “New” im-
plies, as the Apostle suggests, that another had become old
and ready to vanish away. [t was not the original Qath-
bound Covenant which vanished away, but the Law Cove-
nant, Hence the New Covenant did not take the place of
the original or Sarah Covenant, but is to take the place of
the old Law Covenant as a New {(Law) Covenant under a
new Mediator, superior to Moses—Acts 3:22, 23

Jesus re Two Covenants or Mothers

The query is raised, Was not our Lord the child or seed
of two Covenants or two mothers, since we read that he
was “born under the Law (Hagar) Covenant” and the
Apostle teaches that he was the Seed of the original or
Sarah Covenant?

We answer, No! If our Lord Jesus had kept the Law
Covenant merely and had not consecrated his life, had not
sacrificed it, he might thus have had eternal life as an
.earthly being. Then truly he might have claimed to be
Abraham’s seed and heir of ali earthly things. But, then,
he could not have been the promised seed; for the prom-
ised seed was to “bless all the families of the earth”—im-
plying the resurrection of the dead. This blesstng ability
could be our Lord’s not by keeping the Law and becoming
Hagar’s wonderful son, but by sacrificing all of the earthly
blessings proffered by the Hagar Covenant, accepting instead
the spiritual privileges of the Sarah Covenant. Let us get
clearly in mind that it was not the “man Jesus,” but the
“new creature” Jesus who became heir of all and who
liveth to bless Israel and all nations. Similarly only such
believers as have become New Creatures, begotten of the
holy Spirit, are members of the great Prophet, Priest, King,
Mediator and Judge which God is tow raising up as the
Seed of Abraham to bless the world.

The Seed of Abraham and Its Work

Z 1909243
Faith In Divine Foreknowledge an Important Lesson

Divine foreknowledge is one of the great lessons which
God will impress. God would have us know that every feature
of his plan was premeditated, forearranged from before the
foundation of the world, He would have us recogmize the
fact that he is working all things according to the counsel
of his own will, according to fixed rules, and principles
which are unchangeable, This lesson is one of the prin-
cipal objects served by a Divine revelation; a secondary ob-
iect is the blessing of a certain class in sympathetic accord
with God by giving them in advance such information re-
specting Divine purposes as would enable them to rejoice
therein and to co-operate therewith,

e



The Scroll in the Divine Hand

A beautiful word-picture of this Divine foreknowledge
and prearrangement is given us in the Afth chapter of
Revelation. There Jehovah, the Emperor of the Universe, is
pictured upon the throne, and in his hand a written scroll,
sealed with seven seals. That sealed scroll represents the
Divine plan which God purposed in himself from before the
foundation of the world, but which he had revealed to no one,
no, not to the angels, neither to the Son. (Matt. 24:36.)
In a word, all that has occurred since creation—the permis-
sion of sin, the fall, the Covenant with Abraham, the Law
Covenant with Israel, the coming of Jesus, the Pentecostal
blessing, the gathering of members of the Church—all these
things were foreknown to the Father and provided for,
Additionally, that scroll contains a record of all that is
happening now, and all that will occur throughout the Mil-
lennial Age, down to its very close—down to the time when
every creature in heaven and in earth and under the earth
shall ascribe, praise, honor, glory and dominion to him that
sitteth upon the throne and to the Lamb forever.—Rev, 5:13.

Lion of Judah the Worthy One

In the picture John notes a proclamation made through-
out heaven and earth, inquiring for anyone worthy of the
great honor of having this scroll of the Divine purpose
committed to his care—to be opened, to be executed in har-
mony with the Divine purpose. He looked to see who the
worthy one might be, but none was found worthy, Then he
wept. It seemed to John too bad that God should have
some great, wonderful purposes which might come te naught
becatse no one was worthy to be the Divine executor in
respect to the plan. But his tears were checked by the angel,
who said, “Weep not: Behold the Lion of the tribe ot
Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book,
and to loose the seven seals thereof.” And John said, “And
I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne ... stood a
Lamb as it had been slain” And to the Lamb was given
the scroll. Then all the angels of God worshipped the Lamb,
saying, Thou art worthy to receive glory, and honor, and
dominion, and might, and power, etc.

Jesws Reveals the Father’s Plans in Due Season

Applying the picture, we see the signification. Until
our Lord was slain, until he had given his life as man’s
redetnption price, there was no being in all the universe
worthy to be the executor of the Divine purposes, By
our Lord’s loving obedience to the Father’s will—even unto
death, even the death of the cross—he proved himself
loyal to the last degree. Him the Father raised from the
dead, and when he had ascended up on high the proclamation
went forth, Let all the angels of God worship him. He is
the Lamb of God who was slain, and by his death redeemed
a condemned world of mankind, and merited the Father's
confidence that to him might be entrusted every feature of
the Divine program. “He is worthy.” From that time on
every feature of the program would be under his super-
vision and he would open the seals and see to the execution
of every feature of God’s gracious purposes. He had prom-
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ised his Church that whatsoever things the Father would
reveal to him, he, in turn, through the holy Spirit and by his
providences, would treveal to his faithful ones, to those walk-
ing in his footsteps of full consecration,

The Gospel Beforehand

St. Paul speaks of the Gospel’s having been preached
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In thy Seed shall ail the
families of the earth be blessed." Here was a vague siafe-
ment of the Divine purpose, relating to the blessing itself
as an acorn would be related to an oak tree, Similarly,
seed-thoughts respecting coming hlessings had previously
been given, though with much less definiteness. Directly
after the fall God had declared that the Seed of the woman
should vet bruise the Serpent's head, In other words, h
foretold that evil should not always triumph, Again, through
the Prophet FEnoch a seed-thought had been given in his
prophecy, “'Behold, the Lord cometh with his holy myriads, to
execute judgment.” But to Abraham the message was so
much more explicit as to make it worthy to be termed a
part of the Gospel, a part of the good tidings now more
fully made known unto us who are in Christ Jesus.

God Re-affirms FPromise

Abraham no doubt expected that Isaac, the son of prom-
ise, would he “the Seed,” or the offspring, through whom the
blessings would come; but when Isaac was grown and noth-
ing wonderful was aCCompllbhéd through him, God con-
firmed to him, and subsequently to Jacob, his son, the same
Abrahamic promise, assuring them that “the Seed” was
still future, and implied that the promise meant a nation
instead of an individual—a nation of Abraham’s Seed, Abra-
hanr's children. And this feature of the Divine arrange-
ment was made manifest at Jacob’s death, when the blessing
was passed on from him, not to only one of his children,
but to all of them collectively. There he pronounced them
a nation of twelve tribes, and indicated that to them as a
whole descended this Abrahamic prormse—that they, as the
Seed of Ahbraham, inherited the promise, “In thy Seed shall
all the families of the earth be blessed.”

Jewish Nevion {leld Together by God's Promise

This promise held that nation together for all the cen-
turies down to Christ—vyea, it still holds them together as a
peculiar people, separate from all the other nations of the
world. St. Paul and the other Apostles refer to this re-
peatedly. St Paul says, Our twelve tribes instantly (in-
cessantly) serving God, hope to come to the fulfilment of this
Abrahamic promise—the blessing of all the families of the
earth through them.—Acts 26:7.

Law Covenant Did Not Disannul Abrahamic Promsse

As St. Paul pionts out, the Law Covenant was added
to the Abrahamic Covenant so far as the nation of Israel
was coticerned—to continue until the promised Seed should
come, He is particular to add that the Law Covenant itself
did not disannul or make invalid the original Covenant,
which was of Grace and not of Law. (Gal 3:17.) He
was particular also that we should sce that the Law Cove-



nant “made nothing perfect”—it accomplished no real in-
formation or restitution. It did, however, set forth in types
and allegories some wonderful lessons illustrative of great
Divine principles of truth and righteousness—Ilessons which
were beneficial to the Jewish nation, natural Israel, and also
to the Gospel Church, which constitutes spiritual Israel.

A Remnant Blessed Between Jacob and Christ

During the period from the death of Jacob to Christ,
while the Law made nothing perfect, a few of that nation,
exercising faith above and beyond the Law Covenant, were
blessed by the underlying Abrahamic Covenant., These the
Apostle enumerates in Hebrews 11. They had this testi-
mony, that they died in faith, and that thus “they pleased
God,” although they did not by obedience to the Law Cove-
nant secure the blessing which it proposed. Those faithiul
ones will get through Christ what the Law Covenant could
not give them, for, because of inherited weaknesses, they
were unable to fulfil the requirements of the Law Covenant.

Impossible for Imperfect Man to Keep God's Perfect Law

Let us keep in mind that the Law Covenant was added
to the Abrahamic Covenant because of transgression—to
show to the Israelites and to all the impossibility of an im-
perfect man’s keeping the Divine Taw, and also to manifest
i1 due time our Lord Jesus, who, born under the Law Cove-
nant, kept its provisions faithfully. By so doing, says the
Apostle, Christ “magnified the Law Covenant and made it
honorable.” Previously it might have been claimed that the
Divine Law was too rigorous and that nobody could possibly
keep it; that it would be impossible for a man to love God
with afl his heart, all his mind, all his being, ofl his strength,
and his neighbor as himself. But when Jesus did this, and
did more in sacrificing himself, the just for the unjust, it
demonstrated the fact that God had not given an impossible
Law; it demonstrated that the fault lay with mankind; that
they had lost the original perfection with which the Creator
had endowed them.

Why Jesus Was Born Under Law Covenant

We read that our Lord was born under the Law Cove-
nant “that he might redeem those who were under the Law”
Covenant, So far as other peoples were concerned, he might
have been of any other nation and redeemed Adam and the
remainder of the world, hut in order to preserve equitably to
Israel the special Dlessing of God’s Covenant with Abraham
it was necessary that Christ should be of that nation, “born
under the Law, that he might redeem those who were under
the Law.” That nation bad been separated from the other
nations of the world for the vety purpose of giving the
illustrations already referred to, and God would see to it
that they should not be disadvantaged by reason of his having
used them thus. The hlessed opportunities offered them
under the Law Covenant through the typical sacrifices, ete,,
lifted them ahove the other nations and gave them, as it
were, a second #rigl for eternal life, In common with the
remainder of mankind as children of Adam they had one
trial and one condemnation through him: and then, under



the Law Covenant arrangement and jts mediator, Moses,
another trial for eternal life was granted to that nation;
hut it was lost because none of them did keep or could fulfil
the requirements of that Law Covenant. The day was saved
for that nation as respects that Law Covenant, by which they
were bound, by the fact that Christ became a Jew and by
obedience to the Law Covenant gained all of the rights
which it held out.

Rlessing of World Necessitated Jesus Giving Up Earthly
Rights Secured Under the Law

The rights gained were earthly rights—human perfec-
tion, ait Eden home, {ellowship with God and the dominion
of earth; as recited by the Prophet, “Dominion over the
heasts of the field, the fshes of the sea, and the fowls of
the air.” Had Christ kept these rights, which were properly
his through obedience to the Law, he could indeed have
brought a great blessing to the Jews, instructing them along
the lines of health and morals; and through Israel these
blessings and instructions might have been imparted to all
other nations. But as the race was under Divine sentence
of death, it would not have been possible for Jesus to give
mankind perfection of mind or body, The blessings of the
Seed of Abraham in that event would have been very
limited indeed, and then only to such as would exercise
faith and obedience similar to the faith and obedience which
Abraham exercised.

Jesus' Reward for His Obedience

Instead of keeping the earthly rights which his special
birth and obedience to the Law made possible to him,
Jesus, in harmony with the Father’s program, sacrificed
these earthly rights at once—as soon as he reached man-
hood’s estate, 30 years. He gave up all earthly rights and
interests and privileges, His consecration was complete;
he symbolized it by a water immersion at Jordan. The
Father accepted it, and forthwith gave him the begetting
of the haly Spirit to a new nature. For the thkree and one
half years of his earthly ministry our Lord persistently sacti-
ficed his earthly life and every earthly interest, finishing the
sacrifice at Calvary when he cried, "It is finished.” Qn the
third day therealter the Father raised him from the dead
to a newness of life—again on the spirit plane of being.
This was the reward for his obedience to the Father's will
in the sacrificing of his earthly rights and privileges as the
perfect man,

Messiah Holds Earthly Rights as an Asset

So, then, as the glorified one in his resurrection, Messiah
was a spirit heing, “partaker of the Divine nature,” and had
at his command all those earthly rights and privileges which
he had sacrificed, which he laid down in death in obedience
to the Father’s will. He had these now as a possession,
as an asset which he might dispense, which he might give
Lo others,

Urged Not to Forget that the Law Covenont Promised Only
Earthiy Life, Blessings and Dominion

Let us not lose the thread of the thought: The Law

Covenant prowised earthly life and earthly blessings and
10



earthly dominion--those which Adam hod lost. Whoever
would keep the Law should have these. Christ Jesus, as
the keeper of the Law, had the r:ght to these and laid them
down, And now, bemg exalted, it is these earthly blessings
and earthly tights which he has to dispense—to the Jew,
or to alt mankind, or to such an elect or select number of
mankind as he may please, and as will be in accord with the
Father's program outlined in the scroll sealed with seven
seals.

Why Antitypical Melchisedec Was Promised

When the Israelites found that Moses could not give
them eternal life, and that even under David and Solo-
mon they did not reach the pinnacle of power and influence
in the world to bless mankind, they might well have been
discouraged. Hence God, through the prophets, sent them
further enlichtenment to the effect that they could never
accomplish the Divine purpose of blessing the world except
as he would send them a Messiah, an Anointed One, a King
and Priest after the order of Melchizedek. When Messiah
should come as the great Priest, and the great King, he
wottld be able to do for them under a New (Law) Cove-
nant what Moses and Aaron had not been able to do for
them under the old Law Covenant,

God's Law Covenagnt to be Replaced

It was in connection with this promise of Messiah that
God told his covenanted people that he would replace the
Law Covenant under Messiah, the antitype of Moses. He
said: “Tt shall come to pass, saith the Lord, after those
days, that T will make a New Covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah; not according to the
(Law) Covenant which T made with them when I took them
by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, but T will make a
New Covenant with them, and their sins and their iniquities
will T remember no more, and I will take the stony heart
out of their ﬂesh and T will give them a heart of flesh,
and T will write my Law in their inward parts."—Jer. 31:31,

Israel Looking for the Glorious Messiah

Israc! was looking for this glorious Messiah greater
than Moses, who would introduce to them and put them
under a better, a New (Law) Covenant. and under more
favorable conditions hy which they would more fully ac-
complish the Divine purposes in their own hearts, and he
prepared, qualified, to introduce those blessings to all the
families of the earth, as they had heen expecting to do from
the beginning.

Why Jews Were Permitted to Crucify Jesus

We can see a reason why the Lord kept secret from
the Jews in general his identity; for, as the Apostle Peter
says, “had they known they would not have crucified the
Lord of glory.” They did it in ignorance. (Acts 3:17.)
We can see it was necessary that Christ should die; that he
should lay down his earthly rights and earthly life and
receive of the Father the higher life, and a spiritual realm,
in order that he might have the egrihly blessings to give, to
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dispense to Israel and to the world. We can see that other-
wise no blessings of a permanent and eternal character
would have been possible: hence, as our Lord explained to
the disciples after his resurrection, “It was necessary that
Christ should suffer and (then) enter into his glory.”

Jesus” First Work Not With the Jews

Now the question arises, What disposition will the risen
and glorified Jesus make of these earthly rights which in
his death he had secured by his sacrifice of them? The
most reasonable, the most natural thought to us would be:
Surely having consecrated the earthiy rights he will confer
these upon Natural Israel: He will at once become King
and Priest to that nation, and in harmony with their hopes
cherished for more than sixteen centuries he will exalt
Israel as a nation, Fe will open their eyes. As the pro-
phets have declared, “They shall see out of obhscurity”;
and “They also that piterced him shall mourn,” and he will
“pour upen them the spirit of prayer and supplication.”—
Zech, 12:10.

lesus Cast Qf Jews Instead of Blesstng Them With the New
ovenant

But Jesus did nothing of the kind. Instead of so doing,
he cast off the nation of Israel, saying, “Your house is left
unto you desclate” He did not establish for them the
New Covenant; he did not bless them at all. They have
been the most outcast nation of the world for the nearly
nineteen centuries since they crucified him. No wonder the
Apostle asks, Has God cast away his people whom he fore-
knew >—the people to whom he made the promises and cove-
nantsP—the people whom he encouraged in every way to
believe that they were his special people and would be
specially used by him in carrying the blessings of the Divine
Law and instruction to all nations? Has God set aside all
his promises?

The “"Muystery” to be Revealed—God Has Not Abandoned
Origingl Plan

We shall see presently that God has not in any degree
abandoned his original program as respects the nation of
Israel—“the seed of Abraham” according to the flesh and
according to the Law Covenant. Here comes in “a Mystery,”
as St. Paul explains. This Mystery he declares was hidden
from previous ages and dispensations, and is now made
manifest only to the saints, the the holy ones taught of
God, It is still a Mwystery to Israel after the flesh. It is
still a Mwystery to the world of mankind in general; for
the world knoweth us not, even as it knew not the Master.
The world does not perceive that God is selecting a “L.ittle
Flock” to be with Christ. members of his mystical Body—
members of the spiritral Seed of Abraham,

The Mvystery Shall Be Fnished

In his last symbolic message to the Church, the Lion
of Judah, who received the scroll of the Divine purpose,
informs the saints, to whom it is “given to know the Afys-
tery of the Kingdom of Heaven,” that the Mwystery shall
be finished; but not until the days of the voice or sound.



ing of the seventh trumpet—in the end or close of this
Gospel Age and the dawn of the Millennial Age. Who
ever is interested may profitably search the Word respect-
ing this Mystery class, its calling, its selection, its testing,
its completion, its glorification; but only those who are be-
gotten of the holy Spirit will be able to understand in the
sense of fully appreciating these “deep things of God”
which “God has revealed unto us (the Mystery class) by
his Spirit, for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea the deep
things of Geod."—1 Cor. 2:10.

The “Mystery” Class

This Mystery class is composed of such as have the
faith of Abraham and the obedience of Abraham-—begin-
ning with our Lord and continuing from Pentecost down
to the close of this Gospel Age. It is upon these that
Christ's blessing of f[orgiveness, reconciliation, and earthly
favors lost by Adam and redeemed by himself were con-
ferred.

Christ Has Something fo Give Away

Call to mind that he has something to give away-—
earthly rights and privileges which were his by virtue of
his keeping the Law Covenant, Those were not spiritual
rights and privileges which he secured through keeping
the Law, but earthly ones only. He got his spiritual
and higher privileges and honors as a reward for the sacri-
fice of himself, What he has to give to us therefore is not
spiritual life and honors and dominion, but the earthly.
These come to us in the nature of a bequest. The earthly
life and the earthly rights which Jesus sacrificed are willed
or bequethed to all those of the faith and obedience of
Abraham, But here comes another feature of this Mystery,
It is not enough that we have the faith of Abraham and his
loyalty to righteousness; an additional matter is necessary.
All who would become sharers of this gift of Christ must
now, in addition to faith and obedience to righteousness,
take up their cross and follow Christ as the Captain of
their salvation; they must walk in his footsteps in the nar-
row way of seli-sacrifice, even unto death. Any who do
not thus will and thus covenant cannot be his disciples now,
whatever blessing they may obtain by his grace later on.
He is now, during this Gospel Age, making a special selec-
tion of a spectal class, “elect, preciouns.” These he styles
his Bride, members of his Body, the Royal Priesthood, his
Jewels. These various names indicate his high appreciation
of this specially called class.

Thraugh the Spirvitual to the Natural

Let us keep in memory the Apostle’s words that “Ged
hath not cast off natural Tsrael whom he foreknew” and
to whom pertained the promises, the giving of the law, ete.;
he has merely turned them aside temporarily during this
Gospel Age, that in the interim he may develop a spiritual
Israel, a Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation, a Peculiar Peo-
ple, to be the Bride of Messiah, or otherwise his “Members.”
This “Mystery” iz working no disadvantage to the Jew,
but really is a further step in the Divine program in fullest
accord with the original Covenant made with Abraham. The
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seed of Abraham was to be of two parts: (1) As the stars
of heaven and (2) as the sands of the seashore, The Mys-
terly class developed during this Gospel Age are the Spiritual
Seed, symbolically pictured as the stars of heaven, while
the natural seed of Abraham is vet to become as the sand
of the seashore. The Apostle refers to both of these seeds
(Rom. 4:16)—"Naot to that only which is of the Law, but to
that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the
father of us all” The old Law Covenant brought not
forth the seed to Abraham, but the New (Law) Covenant
will bring forth many children—as the sand of the sea-
shore. The only children of Abraham thus far developed
are those who are the Seed of Abraham according to faith.

All of Christ’s Blessing Goes to the “Mystery” Class

As we have already seen, all of Christ’s blessing goes
to this faith class, the “Mystery” class, according to a
program which the world does not understand, but with
certain conditions attached which obligate all who receive
this blessing to become dead to earthly aims and hopes and
ambitions, and thus as members of the Body of Christ to
have fellowship in his sacrifice of the eerthly things that
they may have fellowship and share with him in the heavenly
part of the blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant. “If we
suffer with him we shall also reigr with him: tf we be
dead with him we shall also live with him.” “To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne”—2
Tim, 2:11; Rev. 3:21.

. The Death of the Testator

The Apostle explains that no will or testament or be-
quest is of validity so long as the testator liveth, Whatever
covenant or agreement may be had, it awaits a final sealing
or completion by the death of the testator. The Apostle ap-
plies this to Christ. By his death Jesus passed on to us,
the Church, the benefit of his merit; namely, the carthiy
rights or ‘justification” to all that was lost in Adam and
redeemed by the precious merit of Christ’s sacrifice finished
at Calvary. In accepting these earthly blessings we, as his
members, agreed to the terms: namely, that we also sur-
render our rights to these as servants or “ministers of the
New (Law) Covenant”—that these earthly blessings secured
by your Lord’s obedience and death should thus pass through
us and still be the Redeemer’s asset to be given to Israel,
under Israel’s New (Law) Covenant.
Isvael S#ll Ouicast, Evidence Body of Christ Not Complete

The fact that Israel is still outcast from God's favor
is merely an evidence that the Body of Christ is not yet
completely sacrificed, for bear in mind that the Covenant
is of no validity until the death of the testator. The Lord
Jesus, the primary testator, has accepted believers, as “mem-
bers of his Body,” and he is working in them by his holy
Spirit to will and to do the Father’s good pleasyre—that they
may lay down their lives in sacrifice, filling up that which 15
behind of the afflictions of Messiah. As soon as the last
member of the Church shall have died as a member of his
Body, the New (Law) Covenant with Israel will be sealed—
sealed with the hlood of the testator, the death of the tesiator,
the death of the Christ, Head and Members.
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The Mystic Class on Plane of Spiritual Glory

Meantime the resurrection change of the Church as the
Body of Christ will have brought the Testator as a whole
to the plane of glory, honor and immeortality. On this plane
the Christ, Jesus the Head, and the Church, his mystic
Body, will be in antitype the great Prophet, the great Priest,
the great King, the great Judge, the great Mediator between
God and mankind in general, Then will come the time
promised in the Scriptures when this Great One, this Glori-
fied One, the Seed of Abraham on the spiritual plane, will
begin the work of blessing all the families of the earth,
under the conditions of the New (Law) Covenant, to be
made with Israel first.

Why Christ Passed His “"Cup” Along

Our Lord when discussing his sacrificial sufferings, re-
ferred to them as his “'Cup.” In the Last Supper, the
niemorial of his death, referring to this Cup symbolically,
he said, “This is the blood of the new testament, which
15 shed for many for the remission of sins: drink ye ali
of it™ (Matt. 26:27, 28.) That Cup, which symbolized our
Lored’s death, our Lord’s sacrifice of his earthly rights, was
sufficieit of itself to have sealed the New Covenant. He
needed not to ask the Apostles, or us, or anybody, to become
his disciples and to share his sufferings, to share his Cup,
and to share the rewards of these—-his glory, honor and im-
mortality, But he passed the Cup along, passed the merit
to us; or, rather, passed the merit of his sacrifice through
us, his disciples, his followers. He did this hecause it was
a part of the Divine program; for, as St Peter declares,
“The God and Father of our Lord Tesus Christ hath be-
gotren us.” He who foreknew Jesus foreknew ns also by
Jesus. This was no change of the Divine program. It was
surprising to us merely because it was a Mystery not
previously made known-—that we should be made fellow-
heirs with Christ in the sufferings of this present time and
in the glory that shall follow.

Seriptures Leave No Doubt About Church Sharing
Jesus” “Cup”

However some may oppose this and claim that we do
not drink, do not partake of the sufferings of Christ, the
Seriptures leave no doubt ahout the matter, They deciare
of the symbolic Cup that Jesus, after he had supped, gave
it to his disciples, saying, “Drink -ye all of it"—not only
st all partake of my Cup who would be my disciples,
but drink oll of it, leave none of it. The drinking of the
Lord's cup, the sharing of his sacrifice, must all be accom-
plished during this Gospel Age; none of it is to be feft for
the future. There will be no siufferings of Christ during
the Millennium; there will Le no drinking of this Cup.
By that time “the glory to follow” will have been ushered
in, and under the reign of righteousness thus instituted there
will he no sufferings for righteousness’ sake, hut only for
evil doing. because the reign of righteousness will have com-
menced.
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Sharing Christ's Glory Depends Upon Sharing His “Cup”

Let us remember, moreover, the Lord’s words to the
other disciples whe made spemal request that they might
sit with him in his throne, the omne on his right hand and
the other on his left. He said, “Ye know not what ye ask;
can ye drink of the Cup that I drink of?” Only those who
drink of his Cup may sit with him in his throne; only
those who share in the sufferings of Christ will share in his
glory, honor and immortality; only those who are thus par-
takers with him are members of the Spiritual Seed of Abra-
ham, through which the blessings will pass to the Natural Seed
in due time, and through them to all the families of the
earth, “If ye be Christ's (his disciples indeed), then are
ye Abraham’s Seed and heirs according to the promise”—
according to the highest feature of that promise, the spiritual
feature—Gal. 3:29

“Mercy Through Your Mercy”

We have already shown from the Scriptures that it is
part of the Divine program that the natural seed of Abra-
ham shall receive its blessings through the Spiritual Seed
—Messiah the Head, the Church his Body, We have al-
ready shown that this Great One is to be the Mediator of
the New (Law) Covenant, which will bring to Israel actually
the blessings hoped for under the old Law Covenant, of
which Moses was the mediator. We have seen how and
why this Spiritual Messiah, Head and Body, will be able
to do for lsrael and all who come under that New (Law)
Covenant far better things than Moses, mediator of the
old Law Covenant, could do. We have seen that the New
Mediator has something to present to Justice on behalf of
Israel—something to give to Israel; namely, carthly bless-
ings, earthly rvights, earthiy restitution to all that was lost
in Adam. We see that these were secured by Jesus through
keeping the Law; that he surrendered them, or sacrificed
them 1n his obedient death, and that he gave them to the
household of faith during this Gospel Age on condition that
these earthly blessings should not be retained but sacrificed
by all whom he would accept as members. Now we see
that it is these same earthly blessings that are to be dis-
pensed during the Millennial Age, first to Israel and, secondly,
to all people under the New (Law) Covenant.

All Isvael Shall be Saved

Notice how the Apostie Paul states this matter clearly
and concisely in few words in Romans 11:25-36. There
he tells us that we should think not of Israel as being
cast off forever, but merely disfavored of God for a limited
period—during the time of the calling and approving and
acceptance of the elect number of spiritual Israel, whose
first members were gathered from the Jewish nation and
whose completeness is to be made up from amongst the Gen-
tiles. He tells us that when this elect number of Spiritual
Israel is complete, God’s favor will return to Natural Israel,
“Jacob,” and then “All Israel shall be saved’—rccovered
from the blindness and stumbling which came upon them
when God thrust them aside until first Spiritual Israel should
be gathered. The Apostle explains that then God wiil fulfl
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his promise to Israel: “For this is my Covenant unto them,
when I shall take away their sins” Thus the Apostle shows
that the New (Law) Covenant promised to Israel, in which
their sins will be cancelled and remembered no more, comes
at the close of the Gospel Age and not at its beginning,

The Delivercr Must Be Born

The Apostie explains (vs. 26} that before the New
(Law) Covenant with Israel could become effective the De-
liverer must come out of Zion; for it will be he that shall
turn away ungodliness from Jacob, Zion is another name
for the New Jerusalemm, of which the Apostle says, She
is the mother of us all. Zion was typically represented in
Sarah, Abraham’s wife, who was the mother of Isaac, Isaac
was a type of Christ—of Jesus the Head and the Church
his Body; as the Apostle declared, “We, brethren, as Isaac
was, are the children of promise’”-—the Seed of Abraham.
(Gal, 4:28) Zion was again typified by Rachel, Jacob's
wife, and the two classes of the Church were represented
in her two sons, the first of whom, Joseph, was a child of
promise, the second the child of tribulation—Benjamin.
Joseph, who came to the throne of Egypt through much
tribulation, typified the Christ, Head and Body. Benjamin,
his brother, born of the same mother, the same Covenant, did
not reach the throne, but typified the “great company”
class, who will have a special relationship and nearness to
the Deliverer. Benrjamin’s name, “Son of my pain,”
(Benoni), shows his identity with the “great company”;
his mother died in the travail of his birth.

This is apain expressed by the prophecy which says,
Before she (Zion) travailed, she brought forth; before her
pain came, she was delivered of a man child, Who hath
heard such a thing? Who hath seen such things? Shall
the earth be made to bring forth in one day? Or shall a
nation be born at once? For as soon as Zion travailed, she
brought forth her children, Shall I bring to birth (the
%e;dg and not cause to bring forth? (the Body)—Isa.

Entive Gospel Age Required for Birth of Great Deliverer

Zion brought forth the Lord, the Head of the Church,
the Head of the Great Deliverer, eighteen centuries ago.
Very shortly all the members of his Body will come
forth, similarly born from the dead in the “first resurrec-
tion” Thus shall a6 nation be born af once to the spirit
plane, “a Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation, a Pecyliar
People”-—distinctly separate from all others of God’s crea-
tures, partakers of the divine nature, higher than angels
and men, Then in a great time of trouble the “Great
Company” will be horn to the spirit plane, though not to
the throne and not to the divine nature. Thus the spiritual
children of Zion will be complete, and the blessing will
turn to natural Israel

Israel to bz Blessed by Deliverer With Great Company oc
Servants

The Deliverer born out of Zion, the Christ, with the

“Great Company” as servants or ministers of the grea*

God, shall begin the work of blessing “Jacob”--natural
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Israel. Discerning tnese things, it is for all who have
named the name of Christ, for all who bhave been accepted
as members of his Body and inducted into this “Mystery”
to be earnest, to be zealous, in making their calling and
election sure, that they may not only come into the Body
nf Christ, but hy obedience to the instructions of the Head
they may abide in him and grow in grace and in his
character likeness, and be prepared for birth to the plane
of glory, that they may have a share in the work of the
Kingdom, making effective to Israel and to the world the
New {Law) Covenant for the blessing of all families of the
earth,

They Are Not AN Israelites

The hlessings of the New (Law) Covenant are dis-
tinctly shown to be Iraelitish. But this will not hinder
these blessings from extending to all nations and peoples
and kindreds and tongues. By circumcision of the heart,
all who will may come into the Holy Nation which Israel
will then he, Thus it is written in the prophets, “The T.aw
shall go forth of Zion (the heavenly Kingdom), and the
Word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (the earthly phase of
the Kingdom). *“And many nations shall come, and say,
Come. and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, and
to the house of the God of Jaceb; and he will teach us of
his ways, and we will walk in his paths™ (Micah 4:2)
Thus all through the Millennial Age Abraham’s Seed will
he increasing, in harmony with the prophecy, “I have con-
stituted thee a father of many nations”

Faitk Necessary for Blessing Under New Covenant

But it would be a mistake for us to suppose that God's
hlessing under the New {(Law) Covenant will come to the
seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, merely along fleshly
fines. On the contrary, we are to suppose that the bless-
ing of the New Covenant will apply first to Abraham and
his natural seed who had his characteristics of faith and
ohedience, and who were developed or proved in the past.
St. Paul! refers to these, sayving, “These all died in faith,
without having received the things promised them, God
having provided some better thing for us (the Church,
Spiritual Icrael}, that they without us should not be made
perfect”—Heh, 11:40,

Blessings of New Covenant to Ancient Worthies First

“They shall obtain mercy through your mercy,” as the
Apostle explains,  (Romans 11:31.) It will, of course.
he God’s metcy, but through Jesus Christ, and it will of
cotirse he the mercy of Christ Jesus, but through the
Church—*“von# smerev” Thus will the blessings of God
be vassed on. The blessing coming to the Ancient Wor-
thiec will not be for themselves alone, but be passed on
by them in turn to all who will come to the faith and
nhedienice of Ahraham. Undoubtedly at first this class wil)
coneist chiefly of the natural Tsraelites, but later, as we
have shown, it will consist of many people, of many tongues,
and of manv natinmalities. AWl of these, enlightened by the
great Sun of Righteousness, will he brought to know the
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great Messiah, and to understand the principles of righteous-
ness invalved in the laws of the great Jehovah. These the
new Mediator will most clearly set forth, until every knee
shall how and every tongue confess, until “the knowledge
of the Lord shall fill the whole earth as the waters cover
the great deep, and until there shall be no need to say to
the neighbor or to the brother, Know thon the Lord, be-
cause all shall know him from the least unto the greatest
of them, saith the Lord.”

The Necessity for the New Covenant

If the Abrahamic Covenant was all-comprehensive, and
included all the blessings which God intended, why was it
necessary or expedient to add either the old Law Covenant
‘or the New (Law) Covenant? We have already considered
the value of the old T.aw Covenant as an addition to the
Abrahamic Covenant, hence now we confine ourselves to
the consideration of the advantage gained by the addition
of the New (Law) Covenant,

Faith Like Abrahaem’s Is Necessary

When we read that “Without faith it is impossible to
please God,” and that Abraham pleased God by reason of
his faith, we may know assuredly that none could be ac-
ceptable to God as Abraham's seed except such as had
similar faith to his. Additionally, as God tested Abraham's
faith, and obliged him to prove it by works of obedience, so
we may be sure it would be with all who ever will be ac-
ceptable to God—that as Ahraham’s seed they also should
have faith attested by works.

A Litile Flock

The comparatively few who exercised faith, and wrought
righteousness in harmony therewith, up to the time of Christ,
are reviewed by the Apostle in Hebrews 11. These were
few indeed as compared with the millions of their time.
These alone, therefore, could be counted as participants in
God’s favor hecause of Abrahamic faith and obedience.
During the (Gospel Age a similarly small class has been
gathered out of every nation, people, kindred and tongue—
called by the Gospel message, and tried and proved by the
narrowness of the way of ohedience. These consecrated ones,
and no others, of this age could be acceptable to God for his
blessing of eternal life, because these alone manifested the
faith and the obedience exemplified in Abraham,

Result If Christ's Work Had Been Limited fo Gospel Age

So, then, we see that if Christ, after redeeming the
world, had merely scught out of it such as could exercise
Abrahamic faith and obedience, and had blessed these with
eternal life, the sum total of his work would have been
comparatively small., He would have been on the spiritual
plane and the others would have received from him the
blessing of restitution, and nothing more.

Lenath and Breadth

But note the breadth and length and height and depth
of the Divine Wisdom and Grace, which provided a more
stupendous plan. Under its provisions the “Little Flock” be-



come joint-heirs with Christ in the heavenly Kingdom as
the Roval Priesthood, and the “Great Company” become the
spiritual assistants of that Priesthood—the antitypical Le-
vites. And, additionally, by the New Covenant arrangement
the great Prophet, Priest, King, Judge, becomes the Media-
tor between God and the world of mankind in general, He
will not deal with them merely on the basis of faith, because
in their fallen condition few indeed could be benefited there-
by, because few could exercise the necessary faith and obedi-
ence. Indeed, as we have seen, the majority of those capable
of exercising faith and obedience have already been found.
The New Covenant takes over Israel through the Ancient
Worthies and incidentally all of that nation and all of every
nation willing, under the enlightening influences of the Mil-
lennial Kingdom, to come into accord with the Mediator and
to be taught of him. He will enforce obedience, to the intent
that the falfen and depraded menthers of the race may
learn what righteousness is and what justice and love are,
He will exemplify to them the rewards of obedience and
the penalties of disobedience, that they may learn the benefit
of righteousness—and all come to a knowledge of God, not
by {faith merely, but by demonstrations. It will be after the
Millennial Kingdom shall have lifted mankind out of deg-
radation and sin, out of imperfection of mind and marals,
that their final testing will come.

God’s Law Will Stand Forever

God’'s law will stand forever. Only the willing and
obedient will be partakers of the grace of life eternzl; all
others will die the “Second Death’” But we have every
reason to believe that as a result of the Millennial Kingdom,
the reign of righteousness, the restitution work, the enlight-
enment of mankind, the bringing of all to a knowledge of the
Truth, many will learn righteousness and become servants
thereof, and in full accord with the Divine Law: come to
love God with all their heart, with all their mind, with all
their being, with all their strength, and their neighbor as
themselves.

Value of the New Covenant

Thus we see how much more can be accomplished by
the Seed of Abraham, the Christ, Head and Body, through
the mcthod adopted by the sealing of the New (Law)} Cove-
nant, and the establishment of the Kingdom, than could
have been accomplished without the New Covenant, under
the Abrahamic Covenant alone with its terms of faith and
obedience.

Apostle Paul Enthusiastic Over God’'s Plan

Is it any wonder that after having pictured this matter
of the rejection of natural Israel, the gathering of Spiritual
Israel, and the subsequent giving of God’s blessings through
Spiritual Israel to reclaim natural Israel, the Apostle should
bhecome enthusjastic? It is any wonder that he concludes
with the exclamation, “0O the depth of the riches, hoth of
the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are
his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” Who knew
of this wonderful, deep, hidden plan of Jehovah? Who
counseled him to make it thus? The Apostle’s conclusion
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is that such depths of wisdom and knowledge and grace
prove that the plan of God is superhuman; that no man
ever thought out this plan. As the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are God’s ways higher than man’s ways! Of
him, and through him, and by him, are all these things, and
to him be glory forever,

Ancient Worthies Under Faith Covenant
Z 190945

The question may arise, Under what Covenant are the
Ancient Worthies acceptable with God? Since they died be-
fore Christ and the opportunities of spiritual begetting,
they were not favored with the high calling to membership
in the Body of Christ, the elect Church, This the Apostle
emphasized in Heb. 11:39, 40. He informs us that they
“pleased God,” but that apart from us, The Christ, the
shall not be made perfect. In the Divine order the Chur
is to be the first-fruits of God's creatures. “Of his own
will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should
he a kind of first-fruits of his creatures.” {(Jas. 1:18.) Notice
further that the Apostle’s list of these includes Abel and
Enoch, before the flood, and before even the Abrahamic
Covenant was made. It also includes some who lived during
the period of the Law Covenant, and who were therefore
under it, How, then, should we classify these, as respects
the three great Covenants, represented by Sarah, Hagar and
Keturah?

Distinction Between Abrahamic and Low Covenonts

The matter becomes very simple when we recognize the
prime distinction between the Abrahamic Covenant and the
Law Covenant that was added to it. The first was of faith,
not without works. The second was of works, not without
faith. As the Apostle says, the conditions of the Law Cove-
nant were, “He that doeth these things shall live by them.”
(Rom, 10:5) We are alse reminded that the Sarah Cove-
nant is of faith and not of works, but that where the faith fs
right, the works will “attest” the faith, even though they be
not perfect; and that if judged by our works we would be
conidemned, The entire Jewish nation failed in the Covenant
of “wortks of the Law;" yet a few individuals of that
naztion, rising by their faith superior to that Covenant, trusted
not to it, but to the eoriginal Covenant of Mercy, Grace
—the Sarah Covenant. These are the Ancient Worthies
mentioned by the Apostle. He specifies that it was by faith
they did and endured. According to their works they were
condemned by the Law Covenant, but according to their
faith they were acceptable to God, along the lines of the
Sarah Covenant, even though they could not receive their
blessing under it, until first the promised Seed should come
and the blood of that Covenant be shed. Similarty Enoch
and Abel, because of their faith, were acceptable to God and
listed with the faithful of the Law Covenani as in Divine
favor, and subject to the blessing of the Sarah Covenant, be-
cause, although they lived hefore Abraham, they had the
Abrahamic faith in the sense that, like Abraham, they
trusted God for the grace which he is willing to bestow upon
those who love him and seek his favor.
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New Cotenant a NEW Law Covenant

The New Covenant will really be a New Law Covenant,
or a New Covenant of works of the Law, The old or first
Law Covenant was faulty and insufficient for Israel, not be-
cause the Divitne Law upon which it was based was faulty,
nor because it was an unreasonable demand, but because
men were imperfect, “born in sin and shapen in iniguity,”
and already under a death sentence, because of Adam’s trans-
gression. The Law Covenant had in Moses a faithful media-
tor, loyal both to God and to the Israeclites, but he was inca-
pabfe because his own life also was forfeited. God has made
provision, therefore, that a New Law Covenant take the place
of the Old, and has provided a new Mediator, who has already
given his life as a redemption price—Jesus, the Head, and
the Church, the Body. The finish of the sacrifice is in sight.
The Head and many of his members have already, as New
Creatures, passed beyond the vail. Soon the last member of
the Body will have been thus “changed” and then the blood
of the New Covenant will be sprinkied on behalf of “the sins
of all the people”—the people of the Covenant, Israel, with
an open door for all peoples to become sharers of their New
Covenant blessings, even as we (Gentiles) are now privileged
to share the Sarah Covenant blessings which belonged “to the
Jew first.” That sprinkling will be acceptable to God and
efficacious for the blotting out of the sins of the whole world,
This is abundantly attested in the Scriptures and in the types
gf these “better sacrifices.”—Heb., 9:23.

Great Prophet, Priest, Judge, King—Head and Members
Co-operate

Forthwith the Great Prophet, Head and membeérs; the
Great P.lest, Head and members; the Great Judge, Head and
members; the Creat King, Head and members, will begin
dealing with Israel and through [srael with the world, They
will rule, bless, instruct and uplift so many as are willing,
“And it shall come to pass that every soul that will not
hearken to that Prophet, shall be uvtterly destroyed from
atmong the people.” (Acts 3:23.) The New Law Covenant
will operate exatly as the Old Law Covenant did, except
that the “better sacrifices” sealing it will be {fully effi-
cacious, and not need to be repeated from year to year; and
the power and glory of its Mediator will be superior, and the
resutts of his work correspondingly great and lasting,

New Cowvenant a Covenant of Works

This is testified to additionally by the statement of
Revelation, which pictures the Millennial epoch, with its
great white throne of justice and mercy, before which all the
dead, small and great, will stand—ifor trial; not to see
whether they were sinners or not, for that is conceded. Al
were sinners. Nor will it be to see whether or not God is
willing to forgive them, for that is conceded—the sacrifice of
Christ will then have been accepted as a full "satisfaction
for the sins of the whole world.” Their judgment or trial,
like ours, will be to determine whether or not they will come
into fullest harmony with God, and have his blessing of joy
atd eternal life, or, otherwise, be “destroyed from amongst
the people.” They wili not be judged according to their faith,

52



because they will he under the New Covenant of Law and
works. As it is written, “They were judged every man ac-
cording to their works.”—Rev. 20:13.

Church and Ancient Worthies Judged by Faith, Not by Works

They will be assisted step by step out of imperfection
of mind and body up to perfection, including perfect works,
which will be their standard or test. On the contrary the
Gospel Church and the Ancient Worthies have not been
judged according to their works, but according to their faith
—works having been demanded to the extent of ability, as
attesting faith, We are not helped out of the blemishes of
the fallen nature, but instantly reckoned as lifted out of
them, ot as having them covered with a mantle of grace.

Original Covenant Promised Blessing to all Mankind

Bearing in mind the facts and conclusions above will
assist us greatly in understanding our subject, the relation-
ship of the Covenants to each other and to mankind, The
original Covenant promised a blessing that should reach all
mankind—a redemption from the Diyine sentence, and an
opportunity for the return to harmony with God, through
faith and heart obedience. This promise has in some respects
already had its fulfilment, as we have seen. God has already
accepted, yea, heen Wlllmg to lead or to draw, all who ex-
ercised faith in him and a hearty desire to live in harmony
with his will. Already, in this sense of the word, the origi~
nal Covenant operated hefore the flood, and since the flood,
and toward Abraham, and toward all of Israel, who had the
spirit of cbedience and faith, and during this Gospe] Age has
operated amongst mankind in all nations and tongues, But
a comparatively small portion of the race has received the
blessing, because so small a proportion were in a condition
to exercise “the faith of Abraham.®

Adding to Original Covenant not g Disadventage

While at first it might appear that the adding of the
Law Covenant was a disadvantage and similarly that the
adding of the New Covenant might, in some respects, be a
disadvantage or a curtailment or abridgment of the original,
all-comprehensive Grace or Sarah Covenant, yet this is really
not so, While the Law Covenant did condemn the nation,
because they did not have the faith, it did bring a blessing
to many of that nation—many more than were developed in
other nations, which had no such Law Covenant, with its
limitations, threatenings, chastisements, etc, The New Cove-
nant will be still more successful. It will follow the reign
of Grace under the Sarah Covenant and be a reign of Law
As it is written, “Righteousness shall he lay to the line and
justice to the plummet, and the hail shall sweep away the
refuge of misrepresentations.”—Isa. 28:17,

The Redeemer and his followers will no longer lLe a
flock of sheep for the slaughter, reviled amongst men, but to
the contrary, they shall be the kings and priests, clothed with
glory, honor and immortality, before whom “Every knee shall
bow and every tongue confess to the glory of God.” (Rom
14:11.) The King shall rule in righteousness and princes
shall execute judgments in the earth.
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Works and Pumishments Under New Covenant

Faith, giving place to sight, the test will be wotks, ac-
cording o the ahility; and everything less than the ability
will receive stripes and corrections in righteousness, That
reign of Law and good works will thus be rightly tempered
to the condition of each individual, and the resuit, we believe,
will be marvelous—the bringing of thousands of millions to
perfection, in harmony with God, So far from the New
(Law) Covenant being an abridgment of the Abrahamic
(Sarah) Covenant it will be an exiension of it which will
make its blessings much farther reaching. The original
Covenant now gathers those who can and will exercise faith
and obedience, Its usefulness would thus be at an end,
were it not for the added New (Law) Cowvenant, which,
ignoring the lack of faith and obedience, will take hold of
the world and, by chastisernent and instructions, force obedi-
ence and knowledge and then gradually develop the heart-
obedience of Abraham in so many of them as possible and
destroy the others, Thus Abraham, “the father of the faith-
ful,” will become under the New (Law) Covenant the
“father of many nations”—a multitude, as the sand of the
sea—as well as the father of the faithful under the original
Sarah Covenant of faith and grace.

God's Arrangement Throwgh Covenant Best

Thus we see that the influence of the original Cavenant,
after electing a Faith Seed, both natural and spiritval, will,
through these by the New (Law) Cavenant, bless a far
greater number than by any other method conceivable. Thus
again the Lord shows us how much greater are his arrange-
ments than any which the human mind could have planned.
Surely no flesh can glory in his sight. The more we see of
his plans, its purposes, his methods, the more must we
glorify him and realize onr own nothingness, insignificance)

Law-Righteousness and Faith-Righteousness
Z 1909—228

Divine Low the Standord for All
Although the Church is not developed under a Law
Covenant-—neither the old Law Covenant nor the New
{Law) Covenant—nevertheless it is being measured by the
Divine Law standard; as the Apostle says, The righteous-
ness of the Law is fulfilled in us whe are walking not after
the flesh but after the Spirit—Rom. §:4,

The Jew Failed to Keep the Dsvineg Law

The Jew under the Law Covenant was unable to be
justified because unable to keep the letter of that Law,
and becanse Moses, the mediator of that Law Covenant,
had no merit or grace to contribute to the people which
would excuse them from the letter of the Law and make
the spirit of that Law available for their justification.

The New Low Covenant Will Require Obedience to the
Divine Standard

The New (J.aw) Covenant, like the old one, will re-
quire obedience to the letter of the Law of God, and net
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merely to its spirit. The rule of that Covenant will be,
“He that doeth these things shall live by them.” What
advantage, then, will accrue under the New (Law) Cove-
nant ahove and beyond that which the Jew enjoyed under
the old Law Covenant?

Difference Between Those Under OQld and New Low.
Covenants

We answer, The difference will be that the New (Law)
Covenant will have the better Mediator, who will have the
right during the existence of the Millennial Kingdom to
instruct, and chasten, and reward, and assist, and uplift
all who will be obedient to him, se that by the close of
the Millennial Age all who desire eternal life, all who ap-
preciate righteousness, or who could be made to appreci-
ate it, will have been brought up to that perfect condition
mentally, morally and physically which Adam enjoyed but
lost by sin, and which Christ redeemed by the sacrifice of
himself.

Mediation Will Last ¢ Thousand YVears

The mediation will last for the thousand years, and at
its conclusion the world will he turned over to the juris-
diction of the Heavenly Father—Christ will “deliver up
the Kingdom to God, even the Father” (1 Cor, 15:24.)
They will be delivered up perfect, mentally, physically,
morally, and be all that Adam was, plus the experiences
received through the reign of evil and through the sub-
sequent reign of righteousness. Thus the old Law Cove-
nant and the New (Law) Covenant have special poinis of
similarity, and we see the difference between the two to
he, as St. Paul points out, that the New (Law) Covenant
has the hetter Mediator, who is able to cancel the sins
that are past and to take away the stony heart, and by resti-
tution processes restore the heart of flesh. Additionally,
he will instruct mankind to that condition where they can
if they will keep the Divine Law perfectly, both in letter
and in spirit.

Object of Gospel Age Lost Sight of

This was lost sight of in the dark ages. The real object
of this Gospel Age—the selection of the members of the
antitypical Moses, the antitypical Mediator of the New
(Law) Covenant—the mystery—became ohbscured. No
future age for the blessing of Israel and the world was
acknowledged. Instead the New Covenant was considered
as but another name for the Adamic Covenant, to which,
instead, it is to be an addition.

Sarak Covenant Different, Regquired no Medigtor

The Covenant under which we hecome Abraham’s Seed
—1. e, the Abrahamic Covenant {the Sarah Covenant), had
no law provision and ne mediator. Tt was a one-sided
Covenant, and needed no mediator. It was made with one
who helieved Gad, who was justified hy his faith, and whose
faith was tested by obedient works to the extent of his
ability. To this tested, proved man, Abhraham, God gave
the great promise, “In thee and in thy Seed shall all the
families of the earth he Dhlessed.” This was the Covenant
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to which was added the oath of confirmation. That promise
wud that cath become our strong consolation, our anchorage
of hope, because we have become united to Christ as his
members—members of the Spiritual Seed of Abraham, which
is to bless natural Tsrael and the world by the long-promised
New (Law) Covenant, of which we are being made able
ministers or servants.

Christ Accepied by Obedience to Law, Church Accepted by

Faith and Obedience to Extent of Ability

To Christ the original Covenant came with the Law
“added,” and he inherited by obedience to the Law. He
is now accepting us separate and apart from the Law on
condition of faeith and obedience to the extent of our
ability, To us the righteousness of the Law is counted
as fuifilled when we walk, not after the flesh, but after
the spirit of the Law, because we thus give evidence that
if we had perfect ability we would keep the Divine Law
perfectly. And we who have been accepted as members
of the Body of Christ have entered into a covenant of sacri-
fice as respects the earthly nature, and to he copies of our
Redeemer to the extent of our ability—in heart, in will,
and, so tar as possible, in deed.

After Testing Chwrch, God Will Accept Her Fully

After testing us thus, if found faithful, God will ac-
cept us fully and grant us spirit bodies like unto our Re-
deemer’s, It is thus, as New Creatures in Christ, that we
may he the Spiritual Seed of Abraham, and members of
the Body of the great Mediator, the great Prophet, Priest
King and Judge, who during the Millennial Age, under the
New (Law) Covenant sealed with his blood, shall establish
righteousness in the earth, and lift up the willing and obedi-
ent of humanity out of sin, degradation and death to harmony
with God and everlasting life.

Church Not Justified Under Any Covenant

Is it asked, Under what Covenant is the Royal Priest-
hood, the Church of the First-Born, justified? We an-
swer, under no covenant. Qur justification, like that of
Abraham, is by faith. As it is written, “Abraham believed
God and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now
it was not written for his sake alone that it (rightcousness)
was imputed to him, but for us also to whom it shall be
mmputed, if we believe on him who raised up Jesus, our
Lord, from the dead: who was delivered for our offenses,
and was raised again for our justification."—Rom, 4:3, 23-25.

Paul Shows Abraham Justiried Before Circumcision Ordinonce

St. Paul in this connection points out that Abraham
was not justified hecause of his circumcision, for he was
justified by faith and reckoned righteous before he was
given the seal of circumecision. Likewise, he was not justi-
fied by the Covenant made with him, but the Covenant was
made with him because of his faith, and his justification
through faith, And thus it is also with all of us who are
counted Abraham’s Seed. After being justified hy faoith,
we are granted the privilege of becoming dead with Christ,
and thus becoming members of his Body, the spiritual Seed
;)fngbraham, whose circumcision is that of the heart—Gal,
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The Abrahamic Covenant Not the New Covenant

Z 1909—-313

What answer should we give to those who are now
endeavoring to “teach” that the Abrahamic Covenant, which
had no mediator, was merely a promise on God’s part and
not a Covenant at all? They claitm that God’s promise to
Abraham was merely a preliminary statement and that the
New Covenant was sealed and made effective by the death
of our Lord Jesus, and that he, as the Mediator of the
New Covenant, mediates tirst between God and the Church,
and that during the Millennial Age, he will mediate further
between God aud the world of mankind,

Promise vs. Covenant

It seems scarcely worth while to make any answer at
all to such an wunreasonable and unscriplural presentation
of the matter so far as “teachers” are concerned. How-
ever, bold statments and misapplied texts sometimes carry
weight with the unstable and Scripturally unlearned; hence
we feel justified in examining this guestion publicly, As
for the claim that a promise is not a Covenant, that is
doubtless true in a legal sense, as between men. So an
attorney would say that a mere promise without consideration
would be of no binding force in the human courts of law,
because men’s minds and plans are subject to change; and
that any man may change his intentions and not be held
responsible for his change, if there were no binding agree-~
ment or covenant or consideration given. But surely this
is not true of any promise of God, who cannot lie, whose
promise cannot be broken. God's promise, therefore, is
most absolutely a covenant and binding agreement. All the
weight of Divine veracity binds it. But, lest human weak-
ness and unbelief should doubt the Divine Word, God con-
descended to make his promise a Covenant in the most bind-
ing and authoritative manner conceivable. He bound his
protnise with an oath,

God's Promise to Abraham o Covenani

The Scriptures over and over again refer to God’s
words with Abraham, not only as a promise, but as a
Covenant. As, for instance, before it was made, God
said to Abraham, Come out of thine own land into a land
that I will show thee, and I will make a Covenant with
thee., It was in harmony with that promise that Abraham
removed to the land of Canaan, where God declares that
he did make a Covenant with him, to the effect that in
his seed all the families of the earth should bhe blessed.
The prophet tells us that that Covenant was confirmed
three times to Abraham with au cath—again to Tsaac and
again to Jacob. (See Gen. 17:19; 22:18, 26:4; 28:14.) This
which- the Apostle styles The Promise (particular and
special above all promises) is also called a Covenant thirteen
titnes in the Book of Genesis alone, besides numerous other
references which anyone can find with a concerdance.

The Qath-Bound Covenant

It seems strange indeed that a desire to establish a
theory could warp the judgment of any Christian Bible
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student to such an extent that he would endeavor to ignore
the greatest of all imaginable Covenants on record—the
Covenant on which all of our hopes as Christians depend.
Hearken to the Apostle Paul’s estimation of this Covenant
as stated in Hebrews 6, Urging the Israelites to patience
and faith that they might inherit the promises, St. Paul says,
“For when God made promise to Abraham, because he could
swear by no greater, he sware by himself, . . . for men
verily swear by the greater and an oath for confirmation is
the end of all strife. In this matter God, desiring inore
abundantly to show unto the heirs of the promise the im-
mutability [the unchangeableness] of his counsel [or pur-
pose], confirmed the promise by an oath: that by two im-
mutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set hefore us” The Apostle thys
shows that the Abrabamic Covenant (without a mediator,
because it was unconditional) was firmly bound in a manner
that would be satisfactory even amongst men, namely, hy
an oath,

God's Oath

How much more convincing is (God’s oath, making sure,
unchangeable that basic Covenant made with Ahraham, assur-
ing the heirs of the promise (“us”) that ultimately all man-
kind will receive a blessing, and that it would come through
us. (Gal, 3:28) The Apostle tells us that that cath was in-
tended of God for us rather than for Abraham, to give wus
strong consolation, that «we might lay hold firmly of the hope
set before us in that promise—that Abrahamic Covenant. He
adds (v. 19) that we have this hope as an anchor of the soul
sure and steadfast within the veil, whither Jesus has entered
as our forerunner, to whom we are approaching—as membets
to our Head, He is the Head of that Seed of promise. We,
the members of his Body, will shortly follaw him beyond the
veil and share his glorious work of blessing the nations, be-
ginning with Israel, under a New Covenant We, as the
adopted members of the Bady of Christ, are directly the
beneficiaries of the original Covenart, whose other features
of blessing the world will all he werked out through us—
under the New Covenant arrangement with Israel.

Paul and the Abrahamic Covenant

Surely there Is no consistency or reason in ignoring this
great Qath-bound Covenant made in Abraham’s day, con-
summated by the Divine oath, If it were not a Covenant,
or if, as a Covenant, it was not ratified or made operative
until the days of Jesus. why should the Apostle say that the
law Covenant was addcd to the Abrahamic Covenant 430
vears after the Abrahamic Covenant was made? Fyvidently
St. Paul considered the Abrahamic Covenant well estab-
lished, for he adds that the Law Covenant afterwards in-
stituted could not disanpul the Abrahamic Covenant (Gal.
3:17). It must have been a thoroughly completed Covenant,
firmly bound with the Divine oath, else the statement that it
could not be disannulled would be an untruth,

Hearken again to St. I'aul's discussion of the matter with
the Galatians, He says, “This [ say, that the Covenant, that

58



was confirmed (“previously ratified”—Strong’s Lexicon) be-
fore of God in Christ, the L.aw [Covenant], which was four
hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it
should make the promise of none effect.” As showing the
inferiority of the Law Covenant in comparison to the Old
{original} Abrahamic Covenant, St. Paul tells us (Gal
4:22-31) that Abraham’s two wives, Sarah and Hagar, were
allegorical; that the son of Sarah represented The Christ,
the Church, Head and Body, while the son of Hagar rep-
resented the nation of fleshly Israel. He says, “Which things
are an allegory: for these are the two Covenants; the one
from the Mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which
is Hagar, which corresponds to Jerusalem which now is,
and is in bondage with her children,” On the contrary,
he declares that Sarah corresponds to Jerusalem which is
above and free, the mother of us alll He adds, “We,
brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of the promise.
(V. 28) It required nearly seventeen centuries for the
development of Hagar’s son, Fleshly Israel, under the Law
Covenant, The Son of Sarah [the original or Abrahamic
Covenant], has already been more than eighteen centuries
in process of development. Through him all nations shall
he hlessed. He secured ecarthly-life-rights by his obedience;
he sacrificed or laid these down at Calvary; he during this
age has made them available to his “Body,” and soon will
be ready to give them as a legacy to Natural Israel and
the world.—Rom. 11:3%L

Israel Realized Value of Abrahanic Covenant

Israc! realized the value of this Covenant made with
Abraham: it constituted the basis of all their hopes and faith
and trust. They supposed that the Law Covenant needed to
be added to it, and therefore they accepted it as an amend-
ment; but they continually trusted, hoped, in the original
Covenant, as St. Paul says, “Unto which promise our twelve
tribes, instantly serving God, hepe yet to come.” (Acts 26:7.)
It was after Israel had hecome discouraged with their in-
ahility to keep the Law that God encouraged them, by assur-
ing them that he would make a New Covenant with them,
which would operate more favorably—maore to their advan-
tage. And so he will. By the end of this Gospel Age, after
having selected the Spiritual Seed of Abraham, the New
Covenant with Ysrael will go into effect, As it is written,
“This is my Covenant with them, when T shall take away
their sins, The Deliverer (Mediator, Prophet, Priest, King)
shall come out of Sion (the Gospel Church) and shall turn
away u;godliness from Jacob (natural Israel).—Rom,
11:26, 27,

Gospel Church Not the Seed of Tweo Mothers

Undoubtedly then we may assure all who have the hear-
ing ear, that the Gospel Church is not the seed of two
mothers or Covenants, but of one, and that that one is the
Sarah Covenant, the old, original, oath-bound Covenant.
Sarah had but one child, Tsaac, who typified The Christ,
Head and Body—the heir of all. “We, brethren, as Isaac
was, are the children of the promise”—heirs of the great
privilege of blessing all the families of the earth, as members
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of the great antitypical Mediator of Israel’s New Law Cove-
nant, which will displace and supersede the old Law Cove-
nant,

“After Those Davs I Will Make a New Covenant”

In Jeremiah 31:33 we read, “after those days,” as setting
a date for the New Covenant. Why is this? And what days
must precede the making of the New Covenant?

Chastisement of Israel
Seven Times of Punishment

God foretold that if Esrael would be faithful he would
bless them in every sense of the word, but that if they would
walk contrary to him, he would walk contrary to them and
chastise them “seven times for their sins” (Lev. 26:28.)
This expressicn in this connection is, with variations, re-
peated three times. In one instance the word “"MORE" is
used, “I will chastise you seven times more for your sins,”
The Hebrew word rendered more, according to Strong’s
translation, would properly be rendered “comitnuously”

Seven Times Not Literal

This threat of punishment we interpret to mean, not
that the Lord would give Israel seven times as much punish-
ment as they should have, but that he would punish them
seyen times (seven years) more (continuously) for their
sins, These seven times or seven years were not literal
vears surely, for they received more punishment than that
on numerous occasions. The seven times we interpret as
symbolical years, in harmony with other Scriptures—a day
for a year, on the basis of three hundred and sixty days
to a vear. Thus the seven times would mean 7x360, which
equals 2520) literal years. And the world more or continuously
would signify that this period of 2520 years would not be
the sum of all their various years af chastisement at various
“times,” but this experience of 2520 years of national chas-
tisement would be one continnous period,

Sewven Times End 1914

Next we should ask, Has there been such a continuous
period of disfavor in Israel’s national history? The answer
18, Yes. In the days of Zedekiah, the last king to sit upon
the throne of the kingdom of the Lord, the Word of the
Lord concerning the tmatter was, "0, thou profane and
wicked pritice, whose tine has come that iniquity should
hayve an end: Take off the diadem! Remove the crown!
I will overturn, overturn, overturn it [the crown, the king-
dom] until he comes whose right it is, and I will give it unto
him.”  (Fzek, 21:25-27.) This period of 2520 years, or seven
symiholic times. will expire, according to our reckoning
Dawwn-Strnies, Vol I, Chap IV.)) in October, 1914 In
other wards, the period of Gentile times, of Gentile suprem-
acy in the world, is the exact parallel to the periad of Israel’s
loss of the kingdom aml waiting for it at the hands of
Messiah,

Ferael Unready at First Advent

Messiah at his First Advent found them unready as a
nation to he his bride, to share with him as the Spiritual Seed
of Abraham, and it has required, as God foreknew and fore-



told, all this intervening period to select Spiritual Israel, the
royal priesthood, the “holy nation,” the “peculiar people,” the
Body of Christ, the Body of the Mediator between God and
mankind.

“Those Days” and "Seven Times” Synonymous

These are the “days” referred to in Jeremiah’s prophecy
respecting the New Covenant, “after those days™—after the
“seven times” of Israel’s chastisement will come the time of
(GGod's favor under the New Covenant, with its better Media-
tor—the great Prophet, Priest, Mediator, Judge and King—
Jesus the Head and the Church his Body, Jesus the Bride-
groom, and the Church his Bride and joint-heir.

Paul Explains Israel's Cast-Off Condition

Note how this corresponds to a nicety with St, Paul's
explanation in Romans XI. He points to the fact that all of
God’s blessings were in the Abrahamic Covenant, which as
a toot had developed Israel as a nation—the seed of Abra-
ham according to the flesh. The living Israelites were
branches of that olive tree (vs. 16-21). Had they been in
the right heart condition, “Israelites indeed,” they would as
a whole have heen accepted by Christ ag his members—
allowed to remain members or branches in the olive tree,
which represented Abraham’s Spiritual Seed. But they were
not ready, and hence all except the few who became Spiritual
Israelites were broken off, because of unbelief. During this
(GGospel Age the places of the broken off branches have been
filled by called and chosen ones of every nation, people,
kindred and tongue. Thus Spiritual Israel has become the
“holy nation” or kingdom class, under the headship of
Messiah, as his prospective Bride or Body or Royal Priest-
hood.

Israel's Rejection Not Perpetual

The Apostle reminds us (vs. 2329} that Israel’s re-
jection from Divine favor is not perpetual, but merely in
respect to this High Calling to membhership in the Spiritual
Seed of Abraham, membership in the Body of Messiah, the
great antitypical Prophet, Priest, Mediator, King, who,
when complete in the end of this age, will hegin the great
work of blessing all the families of the earth. The Apostle
assuires us that in the Divine Plan Israel will have a share
in that work of blessing the world, but on a lower plane than
that of the Spiritual Seed. They., as the natura! seed of
Ahbraham, will he the first to receive blessings from the glori-
fied Mediator under the New Covenant which will he made
directly with that nation, as foretold hy the Prophet Jeremiah
(31:310—"after thase days” of the sealing of that Cove-
nant by the great Mediator with his blood,

Israel’s Sing Removed Before Establishment of New
Covenant

St. Paul refers directly to this New Covenant to he made
with Israel at the end of this age (v. 27), saving, “This is
my Covenant Lmto themr (natural Tsrael), when 1T shall take
away their sing,”  (Rom. 11:27.} The taking away of their
sins is a necessity for them, hefore they can receive thls New
Covenant, because God make% no Covenant with sinners,
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Israel’s sins were not cancelled by our Lord when he ascended
up on high and appeared in the presence of God for ws—
according to the type sprinkling the blood on the Mercy Seat
for the sins of those for whom it was applied—us, “the
household of faith”—not them, not Israel in the flesh, nor
any others, than “us.”

Lord’s Goat Typical of Church

According to the type a second sin-offering was to be
made: “the Lord’s goat” was also to be sacrificed by the
Priest and its blood sprinkled upon the Mercy Seat, not for
the household of faith, but “for all the people.” That Lord’s
goat, as we have seen, typified the Church, the Body of
Christ, made acceptable for sacrifice through the merit of
Christ’s blood and sacrificed by our High Priest throughout
this Gospel Age. We delight in this sacrifice and “present
our bodies living sacrifices, holy, acceptable to God, and our
reasonable service,”” because we are assured that if we suffer
with him, and be dead with him in his sacrificial death, we
shall also live with him and reign with him in his Medigtorial
Kingdom, which will bless Israel and the world—Rom. 12:1,

“Those Days" und JToel's Prophecy

This same expression, “after those days,” occurs in con-
nection with Joet's prophecy of the ocutpouring of the holy
Spirit.  Through him the Lord declares the ultimate pour-
ing out of the Divine hlessing, the holy Spirit, upon all
flesh; but he informs us that it will be “after those days.”
It is still future; hence here is another evidence that this ex-
pression, “after those days” signifies after the completion
of the work of the selection of the Church—the Bride of the
Messiah—the Mediator, the Christ. The Lord proceeds to
say through the prophet that his holy Spirit would first be
poured out upon his special servants and handmaidens, “dur-
ing those days” And it has been so: ever since Pentecost,
the holy Spirit has been for the servants and handmaidens of
the Lord, and for no others. It cannot reach the others—
the world of mankind in general—until “after those days”
The same thought is expressed by the Apostle when he says
that “our TLord is a propitiation [a satisfaction] for our sins
[the Church’s sins—throughout this Gospel Age], and not
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” [in
due time].—1 John 2:2.

Secondary Applicavion of Merit

‘This secondary application of the merit of our Lord upon
the Mercy Seat, on hehalf of the world, corresponds to the
second sprinkling of the blood on the Atonement Day—¥ihe
blood of the Lord’s goat”—*his own blood” “on behalf of all
the people.” sealing for them, consummating, the New Cove-
hant,

Why New Covenant Delayed

Why has the New Covenant been so long delayed? We
reply that, although it was promised centuries before Christ,
it did not become an assured fact until our Lord Jesus died.
His death was sufficient to have sealed that New Cove-
nant and at once to have brought in restitution blessings
to Israel, and through Isracl to the word in general, if the
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Redeemer, when he ascended on high, had so applied the
merit of his sacrifice, But it is evident that he did not so
apply it: first, by the fact that Israel’s restitution did not
begin there, and has not begun yet, and will not begin until
“after those days.” Secondly, it is proven by the other fact
that the merit of Christ’s sacrifice, which was not given to
Israel for the sealing of Israel’s New [Law] Covenant, was
given to another class, to a new nation, to Spiritual Israel,
and has been applicable to and brought manifest blessings to
her during all these centuries of the Gospel Age.

Qur Lord a “Surety” of the New Covenont

So, then, in the Scriptural langunage, that which our Lord
did do in connection with the promised New Covenant be-
tween God and Israel at his first advent, was that he became
a “surety” and guarantee for its later fulfilment. (Heb. 7:22.)
From that time, therefore, the New Covenant may be con-
sidered as assured or legislated or guaranteed, but not put
into force, because, as the Apostle declares, a testament or
will is of no binding force until the death of the testator.
In harmony with the Divine Plan the Redeemer applied the
merit of his sacrifice to a special class “called” and “drawn
of the Father” during this Gospel Age, to be members, to
join with him in his sacrifice, These were to receive of his
fulness, his merit, as the atonement for their sins, and then
they were to drink of his blood or share in his death, that
his blood or the merit of his sacrifice might as a blessing
pass through them and permit them by sacrificing restitution
blessings to attain the divine nature and glory. (2 Peter
1:4) None of these may keep the blessing of restitution
privileges, Each was obliged in advance to pledge his life
in sacrifice with his Lord before his final acceptance and
begettal of the holy Spirit to joint-heirship with the Head
in his glory, honor and immortality. Soc then the reason
that the New Covenant promised in Jeremiah’s day and as-
sured by our Lord’s death has not vet gone into effect and
become operative in restitution blessings to Israel and the
world is, that the death of the testator has not yet been
fully accomplished; for the testator, through whom Israel
will get that great blessing of the New Covenant, is not our
Lord Jesus alone, but The Christ, Head and Body.

Natural Israel and Spiritual Israel re Mercy

To this agree the words of the Apostle again, namely,
that natural Israel will “obtain mercy through your [Spiritual
Israel’s] mercy.” (Rom. 11:31.) The laying down of the
restitution rights received by us from the Lord through faith
in his blood is our sacrifice of the same, the dying of the
Testator's Body. (2 Cor. 4:10.) Israel is to be the bene-
ficiary of this testament, this legacy, this will, the merit of
which is all as Jesus said, “in his blood,” in his cup, which
we must drink.

Baptized Into Moses—DBaptized Into Christ

If the Church are to members of the great Mediator,
why are not Israel, who were baptized into Moses, (1 Cor.
10:1, 2) thus made members of the Mediator of the Law
Covenant?
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Israels Types Complex—Unlearned in Danger of Wrestling
Secriptures to Their Own Injury

The Divine arrangement which used Moses, Aaron, the
tribe of Levi and all Israel as types is complex, so that the
unlearned and unstable are in danger of wresting them to
their own injury, Whoever will begin with the Passover
type of the deliverance of the first-born and proceed with the
history of the typical people down to the time when they
entered Canaan and then turn to the death of Christ as the
antitypical Passover lamb and attempt to parallel the ex-
periences of the Church and the world with the experiences
of Israel, will find himself thoroughly confused until he comes
to understand that in Israel a number of types mingled and
overlapped.

First-borns Passed Qver vs. Deliverance of Israel

For instance: Recognizing the Passover lamb as typical
of our Lord Jesus and his death; and recognizing the first-
born of Israel spared “in that night” as typical of Spiritual
Israel, we know that “that night” typified this Gospel Age.
We know also that the folowing morning typified the Mil-
lennial morning. The deliverance of Istael through the Red
Sea would therefore seemingly typify the final deliverance
of the whote world of mankind {rom the bondage of sin and
death, typified by Pharoah and his army. Shmilarly the over-
throw of Pharoah’s army would seemingly represent the ulti-
mate destruction of Satan and every evil influence at the
close of the Millennial Age. That the the end of that type.

With the end of that type another began: for the march
of Israel toward Mt Sinai, where they entered into cove-
nant relationship with the Lord, typified the approach of the
Gospel Church and of the whole world to the condition of
things pictured by St. Paul in Hebrews 12—the end of this
Age, and a time of trouble and the establishment of the New
[Law]| Covenant with Israel for the blessing of all the
families of the earth. And following this, the wilderness
journey constitutes still another type representing God's
people and the failure of many to euter into his rest, because
of lack of faith. Subsequently the smiting of the rock by
Moses and his not being permitted to enter the promised
land is yet another type. The crossing of Jordan is still
another type. The appointment of Joshua, the new [eader,
instead of Moses, is still another type. The falling of the
walls of Jericho is still another type. Israel's conquering the
various enemies in the land of Canaan is still another type.
Baptism of Israel Into Mases Typical of World's Baptism

in Millennium

Coming back now to the first-mentioned of these types—
the one which began with the killing of the Passover lamb,
the sprinkling of its blood, the eating of its flesh during
“that night” in which the firstborns were passed owver and
spared—we notice that the feature of the type which has to
Jo with “the Church of the Firstborn” and this Gospel
Age was passed before the time when the [sraelites as a
nation were baptized into Moses in the sea and in the cloud,
Consequently that baptism into Moses evidently pictured, not
the baptism of the Church of the Firstborn into Christ’s
death, but the baptism of the whole world of mankind into
Christ's life during the Millennium.
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lsrael Into Liberty or Life vs. Church Into Sacrificial Death

The Church passes from justification of life into sacri-
ficial death with the Lord to become members of the Media-
tor’s “Body.” DBut the Israelites passed through the sea
and the cloud, not into death, but into liberty—into freedom
as a nation. That baptism into Moses evidently therefore
represented the deliverance of the groaning creation into
the liberty wherewith Christ proposes to make free all who
will come unto him in response to his drawing during the
Millennial Age. Thus the Apostle tells us that, as Jesus
already is the Head of the Church, which is his Body, so
ultimately he will be the Head of all creation, because it is
the will of God “to gather together in one all things under
one Head.”—Eph. 1:10.

Pyramid of Chart Hlustrates Christ the Head

This we have sought to illustrate in the Chart of the
Ages in Dawn-Stupmms, Vol I In the pyramid of that
chart we show our Lord Jesus the Head, the Church his
Body, the Great Company, Fleshly Tsrael restored, and ulti-
mately all nations brought under the one Headship. The
same thought that the world will become Christ's in the
possessive sense is expressed by St. Paul. When telling
of the resurrection he says, “There shall be a resurrection
of the dead, both of the just and of the unjust—Christ the
firstfruits; afterwards they that are his at {(during) his
presence.” (1 Cor. 15:23) The Apostle expresses the
same thought that the world will be brought under the con-
tro! and under the name of Christ, saying, “In whom the
whole family of God, both in heaven and in earth, is named.”
—FEph. 3:15.

Church of First-born Not Iii}t.s‘tmted in Israel’s Baprism Into
oses

So then in this type of Israel's being baptized into Moses
we have a suggestion of what belongs to the Millennial Age,
hut no suggestion whatever appertaining to the Church of
the Firstborn during this Age-—no suggestion of a baptism
into Christ’s sufferings and death. Indeed, nowhere in that
type is the association between the Head and the members
shown. It merely pictures to us the Laml of God slain, and
our privilege of being spared or passed over from death into
life in this Gospel Age—before the general deliverance of
mankind from the power of sin and death.

Must Adam First Be Redeemed?

Accepting the Scriptural presentation that “By one man’s
disohedience sin entered into the world, and death as a re-
sult of sin, and thus death passed upon all men, for that all
are sinners” {(Rom. 5:12-19); accepting also the declaration
of Scripture, “As by man came death, by man also comes
the resurrection of the dead” (1 Cor. 15:21) ; also the assur-
ance that “As all in Adam die, even so all in Christ shall be
made alive” (1 Cor. 15:22), shall we understand that Adam
mist first be redeemed and atoned for before any of his
children can receive reconciliation? If so, should we under-
stand that Adam was included amongst the believers, the
household of faith, on whose behalf Jesus, our preat High
Priest, appeared and made satisfaciion for sin when he ap-
peared in the presence of God for us?



Adam Not Included in Ancient Worthies

Most assuredly we should not! St Paul did not men-
tion Adam in his list of Ancient Worthies in Hebrews 11.
On the contrary, our expectation for Adam is that as 2 man
of the world class, “all people,” his sin will be atoned for in
the end of this age, when the great High Priest shall anti-
typically sprinkle his blood on the Mercy Seat for the sins of
the whole world, “all the people,” as at the beginning of this
age he made atonement for our sins—the Charch’s. QOur
expectation also is that Father Adam will be one of the last
to be awakened from the sleep of death and be brought forth
to the privileges, blessings, opportunities and testings of the
Millennial Age,

Restitution Begins With the Living

Our thought is that the restitution blessings will begin
with the generation living at the time of the inauguration of
the Mediator’s Kingdom ; that it will deal first with these and
bring them to a measure of recuperation before beginming
with any of those who sleep in the dust of the earth; and
further that those of the sleepers who went down into
death most recently will be the first to come up, while those
who went down first will be the last to come up. In other
words, the first shall be last and the last shall be first,
QOur thought is that quite probably the awakenings of the
wotld will be in response to the prayers of their friends dur-
ing the Millennium; and that those living at any time will
be specially interested in praying for such as were their
acquaintances or relatives. We can see no reason why Father
Adam should take any precedence in connection with the
work of redemption. While it is true that he was the man
throngh whom sin and death entered the world, neverthe-
less amongst the thousands of millions of his children he has
no pre-eminence in the sight of Justice, whose record re-
specting humanity we understand to be: One man’s sin—
penalty, Death,

Justice Does Not Recognize Individuals

Likewise, although our Lord Jesus is the one who paid
our penalty, yet Justice in her records would probably take
no particular note of that fact, but would merely enter
the record, One holy, harmles, undeflled man died and made
appropriation of the merit of his death for the houschold of
faith. Later we may assume the records of Justice read,
The merit of the one man who died, the Just for the
unjust, which was appropriated to “the household of faith,”
having been laid down again sacrificially, is now applied
again—this time “on behal{ of all the people” not included
in the first application,

Justice Did Not Separately Condemn Adam’s Children

The sacrifice of the man, Christ Jesus was sufficient for
the sins of the whole world, and that ultimately it will be
made available for the cancellation of the sins of the world
is because Justice in the condemnation merely sentenced
Father Adam as a man and has paid no attention to his chil-
dren in the way of separate condemnation, but counted them
all as memhers of the one man. HHence the death of Jesus



could have been applied for anyone of Adam’s race, or for
any number of them, or for all of them, including Adam.
And this last will be the ultimate result,

Moses a Mediator Before Aaron a Priest
7 1908325

Institution of Priesthood vs. Time of Trouble

The record of the institution of the priesthood, the es-
tablishment of the tabernacle service, etc., comes after the
account of Israel reaching Mt. Sinai—after the account of
the mountain quaking and smoking and the terrible sights
and sounds referred to by St. Paul (in Hebrews 12:26-28),
which, we understand, prefigured the great time of trouble
we are expecting, in which society will be shaken and man-
kind be prepared for the establishment of the Mediatorial
Kingdom of Christ under the New Covenant. How shall we
understand this fact? How can we harmonize it with the
Scriptural thought that our Lord became High Priest more
than eighteen centuries ago, when he offered up himself and
later as Priest presented his blood on our behalf at the
heavenly Mercy Seat; and that since then he has been
gathering and sacrificing the body of under-priests, and that
he, as the Head and they as the Body, will shortly be re-
vealed as the antitypical Moses, the Mediator of the New
Covenant?

Types Not Alwoys in Sequentiol Order

We must remind our readers afresh that the various
types of the Scriptures do not follow one another in sequen-
tial order. Moses assuredly was a type of Christ—Head and
Body. (Acts 3:22) Just as surely Aaron was a type of
Christ Jesus, and his sons types of the Church, the Body of
Christ, the Royal Priesthood, King Solomon in some re-
spects was a type of Christ. As the rich, the wise, the fa-
mous king, his fame was world-wide. Similarly Melchizedek
was a type of Christ, in him being blended the kingly and
the priestly offices. These types could not all be worked
out in one person and at one time; hence we do not so
find them. When thinking of Moses as a type of the Media-
tor between God and men, we should consider him as St
Peter explains, as composed of Head and members, and that
God has been raising him up during this Gospel Age. QOur
Lord, the Head, first was raised to the plane of glory,
honor and immortality. Later all of his faithful ones, sharers
in his sacrifice, will be sharers in his Divine nature and
glory, and will be raised up with him by a share in his
resurrection (Phil. 3:1(0), “the first resurrection,” which
includes only the blessed and holy. These, his members,
shall live and reign with Christ a thousand vyears and be
unto him and unto the Father kings and priests for the
blessing of mankind.—Rev. 20:6.

Moses vs. Christ as Medialor

In considering Moses, the mediator of the Law Covenant,
as typical of The Christ, the Mediator of the New Covenant,
we should view him from this standpoint—as one Head and
many members, just as we would Melchizedek, who rep-

67



resents our Lord, the Head, and the Church, his Body, the
Roval Priest of the future. On the contrary, Aaron rep-
resents the same great Priest from a different standpoint,
because his typical work related to Christ and the Church
in the present life only—as a sacrifictng pricsthood—up to
the end of the sacrificial work, the sprinkling of the blood of
atgnement in the most holy on the Mercy Seat and the
inauguration of the new dispensation of glory and blessing.
His service, also, in some degree, shows the Millennial work
of cleansing humamty from sin and that both the High
Priest and the underpriests, his members, will be associated
in that work.
Two Types Could Not Be Expressed Simulioneously

Since the two types could not be expressed simultaneously
it was every way better that the mediator type and the in-
stitution of the Law Covenant, typical of the New Covenant,
should precede all sacrificing ; yea, precede the appointing and
setting apart of the priesthood, even though the active work
of the Mediator of the New Covenant cannot begin until the
close of this age, when the sacrificing of the “better sacri-
fices” shall have heen completed. Coming first in the record
no one who rightly understands the types could misunder-
stand this to teach that the antitypical Mediater must fAest
come forth and institute the New Covenant, before the anti-
typical priesthood would come forward and make the sacri-
fices, the sin-offerings which wounld make possible the insti-
tutionn of that New Covenant. We have heen surprised that
anyone could be so blind as not to see that the sacrifice
of Christ is the very basis of his work as the Mediator of
the New Covenant. Hence he could not be in any sense either
a part or all of the antitypical Moses, until after serving as
the antitypical Aaron. The correctness of this thought is
alsn horne out by the fact that Aaron was older than Moses,

Answering Aryuwment re Priesthood Was Not Insugurafed
Until After Sealing of Law Covenant

Tt follows, then, that those who raised the objection that
the Church could not be members of the Body of the Media-
tor, because the priesthood was not inaugurated until after
Moses had mediated and secaled the Law Covenant, put them-
selves in a very foolish light and show the shallowness of
their argument. For if this he an argument against the
Church heing ‘members of the Mediator's Body, it would be
an cqually strong argument against our Lord Jesus, the anti-
typical High Priest. being the Head of that Mediator.

The harmony between the two types is shown in the fact
that in the end of the Atonement Day, after Aaron had
affered the sacrifice of “the bullock for (instead of) himn-
self” as the sin-offering for his body and his house, the house-
hold of faith, and after he had subsequently offered “the
Lord's goat” and applied its blood on behalf of all the peo-
ple, then, as the antitypical Priest, Head and Body, com-
pletely clothed in the garments illustrative of his authority
and power, he was accompanicd by Moses, the mediator,
to the altar.

Thus we read;:

“Moscs and Aaron went into the tabernacle of the congre-
ration, and came out, and blessed the peopie and the glory
of Jehovah appeared unto all the people”—Lev, 9:23.
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The New Covenant in the Book of Hebrews

Z 1909—339
New Covenant Not for Church

If the New Covenant, in no sense of the word, belongs
to the Church—that is to say. if we are not under the
New Covenant, if it belongs merely to Israel, and through
Israel to the world, why does the Apostle have so much
to say concerning it in the Book of Hebrews?

Necessity for Book of Hebrews

To appreciate the necessity for the Book of Hehrews, we
must mentally take our stand back in apostolic days and get
our bearings as though we were living there under those
conditions. Thinking of matters from this sympathetic
standpoint the answer to this question is very simple, very
plain. The early Church for seven years after our Lord’s
baptism, for three and a half vyears after his cross, was
composed exclusively of Jews, Not until the end of Israel’s
promised “seventy weeks” of special favor could the Gospel
message go outside of that nation at all. We remember that
Cornelius, a just man, who prayed always and gave much
alms, was the first one from the Gentiles to be received.
In his case we remember how it was necessary for God
to specially prepare St, Peter for such a remarkable change
in the Divine method of dealing.

Jews and Gentiles on Equelity Caused Disturbonce

We remember that vears after this, the question of re-
ceiving the Gentiles and eating with them, or in any sense
of the word recognizing them as heing on equality with the
Jews, was one which caused continual disturbance in the
Church and amongst the most prominent of the apostles of
the time. Years after Cornelius had received the holy
Spirit teachers from Jerusalem went to Antioch and found
that there Gentiles were received on an equal footing with
the Jews in the Church of Christ without in any sense of the
word subscribing to Moses and the Law Covenant, They
were shocked and expressed themselves in such positive
terms that the Antioch Church sent Paul and Barnabas with
others to Jerusalem that a full confcrence on the guestion
might be had. Guided of the holy Spirit the apostles reached
right conclusions, yet even Peter was so little in sympathy
with these conclusions that years after we find St. Paul re-
proving him for dissimulation and refusing to eat with the
Gentile brethren when Jewish brethren were in the company
—through deference to the Law Covenant, which somehow
all Jews felt must be recognized and subscribed ta. St. Paul
seems to have been one of the apostles who early got the
proper focus on this subject.

Judatzing Teaching Affected Gentiles

We find that this Judaizing teaching was not only in
the ascendancy in Palestine, but that its influence in consid-
erable measure affected the Gentiles, St. Paul’s Epistle to
the Galatians, for instance, shows how many of them, Gen-
tiles hy birth, had been misled into believing that whatever
blessings they might enjoy through Christ and the original
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Abrahamic Covenant, they must also become amenable to
the Law Covenant. Note that the Apostle’s letter to the
Galatians is almost exclusively devoted to this subject, and
remember that the Galatians were not Hebrews, or, at least,
the majority of them were not. In that epistle he found it
necessary to show that he had equal authority with the other
apostles as a teacher—that the Galatians might know that
he was as well qualified as the others, and as fully authorized
to instruct them respecting their obligations; that his word
was authoritative; that the Gentiles were not under the Law
Covenant, but under the Grace Covenant—the original Abra-
hamic Covenant. He recounts that he did not get his in-
struction or his knowledge of the Gospel from the Apostles
at Jerusalem, but that, so far as it was concerned, he had
under the Lord’s Providence been their instructor, rather
than they his instructor —Gal. 2:1-14.

Paul’'s Argument in Galatigns re Law Covenant and Gentiles

Note carefully the Apostle’s appeal in Galatians [T,
“0 foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should
not obey the Truth, before whose eyes [of understanding]
Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among
you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the spirit
by the works of the Law, or by the hearing of Faith?”
etc. His entire argument in this chapter is to show that the
Law Covenant never was over or binding upon the Gentiles,
but only upon the Jews. He shows also that the Law Cove-
nant, instead of advantaging the few, condemned him, so
that the Jew needed to be spectally redeemed from the
curse or sentence of that Law Covenant, by our Lord's
death by crucifrion., Throughout this chapter St Paul
contrasts the Law Covenant, from which the Jews were
desirous to get free, with the original Abrahamic Covenant,
which had only free children. He shows that the Gentiles
were received under this Abrahamic Covenant of grace
(favor), whose blessings are conferred on a basis of faith
and not on a basis of works, as under the Law Covenant.

Paul's Argumeni that Binding Obligations Necessitote
Mediato