~ .. MEMO RE. DR. CRAPSEY CASE

In some respects the heresy trisl of Yr. Algernon S. Crap-
sey, of “ochester, N.Y:, culmineting in his being deposed from the
priesthood of the Protestant Episcopal Church <Yecember 4, 1906,
bears resembleances to the case of J.4e Latherford, et. 8l1., in
the United States Pourt, Bastern Pistrict, of New York, culminat-
irg in their convietion June 21, 1918.

Both cases begen with the publication of a book discussing
without gloves questions concerming the corrupt church, the evil
social order and the revolution Dbeing brought to pass through
various forces at work. Both cases were originally brought to
bar through complaints of the clergy. Both were prospcuted by
the same attorney, John Lord O'Briem, of Buffalo, N.Y., who in
the first case attained fame 83 a heretic hunter. Both cases re-
sulted in a conviction based on passages in the book discover-
od by a microscopic investigation of its contents. Poth cases
appeased the demand by the clergy for vengeasnce ufon the defen-
dantse.

THE BOOK IN THE CASE

In the Yrapsey case the conn@etion of a book with the
case was brought out in an article by Katherine Kilgore in the
Arena, Octobe; 1906, page 370, which says;

‘his country has had thﬁhonor of produc#ing the latest
ecclesiastical heretlic. #s a spectator of that scene, I felt in-
clined to rub my eyees and to ask whether, indeed, I belonged to
e generation which has witnessed the opening of the twentieth

century, and talks much of scientific and philosophical progress.

Among the meny convictions which his (¥r. Crapsey's)
investigations and questionings brought him one-so took pos-
§§ssion'of him that he determined to ory aloud and spare not.
Ahat is that convietion? It is that the spirit of Avarice and the
spirit of Buperstition are poisoning the 1ife of the Church, and
that they must be exorcised by a return to the spirit of “hrist's
teachings, if the Church is to have any raison d'etre{reason for
existence] in-the modern world. From his pulpit, he, with pro-
phetic fire, urged upon his hearers to mark the signs of the
times, to bchold the three great spirits at work creating the
world that is and the world thet is to be: the spirit of scien-
tific investigation, that will know nothing but the truth; the
spirit of democratic revolution, wiich will trust no one but
the people; the spirit of social evolution which will call mno
men common or unclean. These and similar propositions Pr. Crap-
sey expounds and justifies in his small but now famous book,
"icligion and Politics." *his volume, when published a year
ago, appeared to strike the ecclesiastical world of Yestern New
Yomk like = bombshell. Instead of trying to rise to the height
of Yr. Crapsey's great argument some of his brother-ministers,
after microscopic examination of his work, succeeded in finding
a few sentences that appeared to contradict the genersllf receiv-
" ed or treditional theology of the Church, =pd,mingled sh ut and
groan of harror compelled the Bishop to take action. ‘he cul-
prit's trial took place mot in *“ochester where the alleged of-
fense was comuitted, for fear of an uproar smong the people, bui
in Batavia, a town hard to find, __

In the case of J. #. Rutherford, et. al., the book in the
case, The Finished iystery, was a mighty protest found in the in-
terpretation of two books of tire Bible, Lzekiel and Levelation.
It likewise showed the evils of church and siate and their combi-
nation, being pariicularly an interpredaztion of the Divine dehun-
clation of the inGuities of the clergy. It showed that the in-
vestigating spirit of the truth, the spirit of the rise of the



cotmon people and the spirit of the times of restitution of all
things to all men would result in the transformation of the pre-
sent social order into that of the better world to come. The
publication of this book in July 1917 and the circulation of
850,000 copies throughout the United States and Canade struck the
ecclesiastical world like a bombshell. Instead of rising to the

. spirit of this book the clergymen of Canade induced the Canadian
Government to ban the book,and in the United States the Government
after a microscopic exemination succeeded in finding a few isolated
passages, which in reality were explanations of Seripture, but
which by hard straining the Government officisls endeavored to show
were designedly pro-German and intended to interfere with the en-
listment and operstion of the army and navy of the United States.
The shout and groan of horror of the clergy including the Roman
Catholic priests and Jesuits were Xihm seemingly thefactor which in-
duced the exceptional zeal of govermment officials who also were
Roman Catholics by faith. The trial took place not in Scranton,
where the alleged culprits lived who compiled the book, lest there
should be an uprosr asmong the people, but in Brooklyn, H.Y., &
metropolitan center, famous for the power of the Roman Catholic
priesthood and the Jesui%s, and the Protestant clergy in municipal
and court affeirs.

CHARACTER OF THE DEFENDANTS.

: The character of Dr. Crapsey is shown in an article by
Harris Addison Corell in the Arema for April 1907, Page 346-350:

His ministrations had always been those of mercy and help-
fulness. He visited the fatherless and the widow in their afflic-
tion, and kept himself unspotted from the world.

It is t0ld of him that he had such a way of giving away
his overcoat to any unfortunate men whom he saw cold and shivering
in the blasts of Winter, that the precinct police captain notified
his men to be on the watch and if they saw "the little father", as
he was familiarly called, bestowing his ulster on some mexre~ pro—
tending rascal, they were to rescue it and secretly return it o
the rectory. ,

Even his accugers on his heresy trial admitted in open
court that his character so far ag his daily life wap concerned

.15 of the highest. —
Ao In the case of The Finished Mystery the characters of the
:;meEEEEP defondants wemt not merely above reproach but all of the de-
fendants for many years had been literally laying their lives down
in the endeavor %o serve and bless from hundreds to thousands of
peonle each.

THE HERESY IN THE CASH.

Offense was taken by the clergy against what they consid-
ared haretical teachings of Dr. Crapsey. Some of thesc teachings
were not hereticsal, dbuthy true. Por exanple, DPr. Crapsey said:
"When I say of Jesus that e ascended into heaven, I do not mean
and cannot mean, that with His physical body of flesh, blood and
bones, He floated into space, and has for two thousand years been
existing somewhere in the sky, in that very physical body of flesh,
hlood and bones. Suech an existence would scem to me, not glorious
but horridle, and such a conceptlon is to me, not only unbelievable;
it is unthinkable.®

"What I do mean by the phrase is, that Jegus having accon-
plished His work in the flesh, ascended into the higher life of the
Spirit." (Article in the Arena, April 1907, Pages 346-350). \

The new International Encyclopaedia, second edition, 1914,
Vol. &6, Page 225, said: "In 1996 Dr. Crapsey wes tried by an
ecclesiastical court of his diocese, found guilty of heresy, and
deposed for heterodox views in his sermons of 1904-05, denying the
doctrine df the virgin birth of Christ, and the resurrvection and
ascension of the literally physical body of Christ, though he had
admitted the spiritusl verity of the resurrection.”

In The Finished MysTery case, while the eight defendants
were not om trial im a civil court for heresy, the clergy of the



United States and Canada had slready denounced them as heretics
in nearly all of their teachings. That it was a profound satis-
faction to have the eigut convicted and imprisoned was evidenced
in the tone of the religious press, and in such statements by
prominent clergymen as, ' have got them where we want them."

The Attorney who was heretic-hunter ia the Dr. Crapsey
cagse gave egual satisfaction to the elergy in his conduet of the
prosecution of J. P. Rubtherford, et. al., in The Finished lystery
case.

INJUSTICE OF HEXESY TRIALS.

From the Outlook, May 5, 1906, Page 15: "The Church will
nevsr rise to its opportunity, never reveal itself to the world,
never express the spirit of the Master, until it places the trial
for heresy with the dusl, the gage of battle and the thumb screw
in the museums of the past. Fearlessness, love, tenderness and
infinite patience are its instruments; not courts and trials and
legal arguinentS.eseeessssHeresy trials have always brought to
the front the most offensive and unchristian elemenbs in the
Churche......They belong to a low type of religious life.”

From the Outlook, Dec. 1, 1906, Page 806: "The Outlook
contents itself with reiterating its strong convietion that the
trial of Yr. Crapsey was most unfortunate and shori-sighted, and
that it can bring forth only mischief; thaet heresy trials are in
the nature of thi obsoleteessssessThat no church can afford to
be suspected of unfairness, and thal no condemnation by a court v//
orgenized as was the court which originally tried Yr., Crapsey
can comnand public respect and confidencs.

The Churchman, the leading Episconal publication, as re-
ported on Page 651 of Current Literature for June 1906, implies
that the Crapsey trial was unjust: "9he Church has endured and can
endure wolves in sheep's clothing, but it camnot afford to agh
the wolf's part......0nce let a merciless attitude toward hg%?sy
be transferred to the heretie, and then the road to persecution v’
is made easy.

"Because we have believed that the procedure in the
Crapsey case would produce unheppy, if not unh}%y results, we
have been constrained to think that the authorities of the diocese
of western New York were wrong in refusing to abide by the decision
of their own Investigation Committee . (This Committee recomméded
no trisl.) In this attitude we find ourselves sustained by *
churchmen and non-churchmen, not oaly in America, but abroad.

It is already becoming clear that the suthorities of western New
York do not even represent that diocese, much less the Ameriecan
church.¥ : '

( It was to a trial of this character that John Lord O'Brian
lent his sid and assistance as chief presentor or prosecutor.) -

Tne vindictive character of the prosecution orxrdered by
the Bishop and conducted by Hohn Lord 0'Brian may be surmised from
the following excerpts from contemporaneous articles

From the Outlook, June 9, 1906, Page 307: “"The gYutlook
objects to heresy trials for two reasons: it objects to the
stanldards of judgment employed; and it objesets to the character of
the courts which render the judgment...cecesece

The history of menkind has asbundantly Jjustified the con-
clusion that the ohly way to secure a just judgment is first to
secure an impgritial tribunal. In empaneling an Jjury to determine
guestions of fact the utmost pains are taken to secure unprejudiced
men. In comstituting & court to decide guestions of law egqual
painsg are taken to secure unprejudiced judges. Pecuniary interest
in the case, family counnections with either of the parties, publiely
expressed opinion on the case, are congidered a bhar. Professional
etiquette, which has all the ~ffect of law, forbids a judge from
expressing, evean in social conversation, opinions on legal gquestions
that may come before him for adjudication. Some attempt is made
to secure for the bench men of judicial temper, and the trai-
gﬁ ﬁ%e bench tends to confirm that temper when it exist-

eatve it when it does not exist.



Finslly men are chosen for the bench who possess some measure ot
expert knowledge of the law.

"In the constitution of emclesiastical courts for heresy
triels these very simple principles are entirely disregarded. There
is no atteupt to conform to them. There is mo theoretical recogni-
tion of them."

(It was as an officer of just such a tribunal that John
Lord O'Brisn acted in the Crapsey case, and later Rmxxwkimx before
other ecclesiastical courts. In "den of Americe®™ 1908, Page 1713,
published by L. R. Hamersley & Co., H.Y., John Lord O'Brian is
ligted as "Chureh Advocate, Diocesé of western New York, which in
plain language signifies heretic~hunter for the Episcbpal Church.)

A COURT PREJUDICED IE ADVANCE OF TRIAL n

Fyom the Outlook, iMay 26, 19)6, Pp 146~7: "It is quite
certain that the procedure in the court at Batavia was not the
right way. Very serious objection may be taken , in the first
place, to the comstitution of the court,$eviry member of which
was named either by the Bishop, or the standing committes of the
diocese; and when Dr. Crapsey used his privilege of challenging
two members, their successors were named by the prosecution. ¥When
an endeavor was made by the defense to secure an ad journment of
three wesks in order that the court might be more fairly constituted
by the “ioscesan Convention, the request was refueded, and the
court did not conduct the trisl imn accordance with the =sxs pro-
cedure of common law. A minister was put on trial on a guestion
of religious truth before a tribunal organized by men who were
opposed to hipg, and ftried under conditions which would have been
rogarded as grossly unfeir in a court of law. :

The Church has always laid the emphasis of condemnsation
on the minor herasy, and has too often been indifferent to the
major heresy; for the real dehisl of Vhrist is not a difference
of interpretation in regard to the credal statements of hisgpaturge,
but the departure from his spirit and a violation of his lawgs
in conduct and character. It is heresy in life pather than her-
asy in doctrine that has brought confusion upon the Church,
cost it the sympathy and respect of hosts of earnest men and wo-—
men, alienated from it to & very large degree the working men in
all countries, snd created the most serious problems with which
it has to deal. In the face of those problems,of the attitude
of great masses of perfectly sincere people toward the Church,
such a trisl as that which took place at Batavia will seem re-
dicul"ous to the cynic and tragically unintelligent to the men
who loves the Church and understends modern life.

)

¥rom the Outlook, June 30, 1906, page 531. Letter from
George A. Carnslisn, fochester, N.Y. : "lhe standing Committee
and the Bishop made formal accusations againsi My, Crapsey. But
they, the accusers, selected the members of the Court who tried
and convieted the accused...... hat the accusers of & man should
appoint his judges mmixkmx would have been considered infamous
at any period of that ( Anglo Saxon) history.

From tho Arena, April 1907, Pp 344~35). Article by
Harris Addison Yorell. M"HIS TRIAL S0~ CALL®Y. It will be of
interest to note that his trial for heresy was not ordered until
after an investigating committee appointed by the Bishop had
reported against the advisability of such a trial. By many it was
supposed that this adverse report would emd it all; but no, the
Standing Committed and the Bishop decided otherwise, for had not
the Bishop already decided the case? '

In defending himself against the charge of heresy, “r.
Crapsey called ten of the most distinguished clergymen in thé
Protestant Episcopal Church, who were sworn in his behalf, and
wore severally asked to teatafy whether in substance his state-
ments of doctrine were within the fair liberty which the Church
allowed her clergymen, and not unorthodox. This court, after



Yaxing counsel witn those higner up, refused bo hear Vhe zaswers
of these distinguished witnesses, on the ground that they(the
court, composed of five country pastors of the ¥iocese of Western
New York) constituted the court, and were the judges of whether
or not Pr. Craps:z's statements were heretical, and were the best
judges of the meahing of thg articles of the creed "as the church
hath received the same®. ( +“he members of the court were not men
sufficiently learmed ®o grasp the sccused's scope of thought, nor
enough versed in civil or ecclesiastical procedure to give what
might be regarded s really fair trisl)

So the trial (?) proceeded and the court found ss the
Bishop had found months before---that Dr. Crapsey was teaching as
truth what is conbdrary to the doctrine of the thurch.

#rom the Arens, Janmuary , 1907, page 94. Article by Ralph
Anderson: "*o those who have watched the progress of heresy and
the zeal of heresy-hunters, there is nothing surprising in the
conviction of Dr. Crapsey for heresy by the “piscopal vhurch au-
thorities, and the confirmation of the sentence by the supreme
tribunal of the Church. Dr. Crapsey's mistake, if he made one, was
in cherishing an expectation that there might be & different issue
to the "hunti.g"

From the Outlook, June 16, 1906, pages 35)-1:" ¥r. Crap-
sey enumerates eleven grounds of sppeal from the decision; &f’
which the following are the most important: *hat the court which
condemned him was illegally and unfairly organized; that the court
erred in refusing him reasonable and proper time for the prepa-
ration of his defenge; that the court erred in refusing to re~
ceive evidence." E

CREED, NOT TRUTH, %AS THE STAFDARD OF JUDGHENT
from the Independent, May 17, 1906, page 1173: "In his

arguaant for the prosecution Against Dr. Crapsey, Judge Stiness
(one of the prosecuting ettormeys, of whom the chief was John Lord
0'Brian) said that the question at issue was not whether the teach-
ing of Dr. Crapsey was true or false, but whether it was what the
Yhurch required him to teach.

This is a very serious statement.... Is it true that in
the Zpiscopal Church, or other churches, the guestion on trial for
heresy is not whether a doctrine promulgated....is true, but
whether it agrees with the formularies of the “hurch?

It is very easy to show that in any such trial it ought
to be a perfect defense that the teaching complained of is true,
for the truth ought to be the only thing sought, as for hid treas-
ure, but unfortunately the fact is otherwise. for this is a court,
not a seminar(gathering for study of truth), nor a laboratery, nor
any sort of investAgation of searchers after truth,....and the
.purpose is not to seek the breadth of +the possible Christian
faith, but to discover whether the view held by the man on trial
ig such as can be allowed in this particulsr fraction of the
Church Universal? And how ‘is this to be settled? Hot by discovR-~
sring how broad the Universsl Church may be, much less what the
truth may be, but what are the limitations which the men who com-
posed the written constitution of the denomination have put on
the range df its faith.

- ‘hat is the reason whmé denomination has a c¢reed. They
have them for no other reason than to limit the range of belief.
It is not truth; it is not even the Seriptures that are to be the
test, but the particular interpretations of the Seriptures that
are to be the test, or the particular view of truth which the de-

nomination has held. The CGreed is formulated and promulgated on



purpose to be used in such a case as this. Otherwise it
would not be necessary to add anything to the Bible.

- In the Protestant Spiscopal Church the accused heretic

&s hedged sbout, not by the truth, nor by the Scriptures, dut the
formuleries of men....1f he were to be tried on his adheskon to the
truth, or to the Bible, there would be mno need of a fixed creed,

the purpose of which is to exclude those who do not hold it, and
thus to secure uniformity and permenence of belief.

We admit this ought not so to be; that there ought no?t
to be creed and testis, and that the £free search of truth is the
ideal.

From the Independent, Volume 61, December 27, 1906,

page 1541. Article by Kav. Algerhon P. ?rapSey; “The prosecution
ki cthEtxtiaxeeensdx (of which John Lord O'Brian was chief pros=-
ecutor) held that the accused had no right to study the Scrip-
tures for any other purpose tha$ to find in Scripture proofs in
_confirmation of the received dogme of the Church. It was in the
estimation of his accusers a crime for the defendent even so much
a8 to engquire into the validity snd truth of a dogma. With the
truth of the matter he had nothing to do. It was his duty to

teach the dogma without any regard to the fact as to whether in
‘his own judgment the dogme were true or not true. It was sald
openly that a minister of the Episcopal Church was notl ordained to

teach or preach what seemed to him the truth. He was ordained

to preach and teach the dogme of the Churckg. He was the paid sdvo-
cate of his Church's dogmatic system. The effect of such condi-
tions upon thexmmrmisxelcikexeirrgyx intelligence and moralgs b

the clergy calls for no discussion. The decision of the coul
based upon this principle of the paramount suthority of thegg ch,
was in effeect to reverse the action of the Protestent Refortiation.
This decision Pakx¥gx bases the Church fairly and squarely upon
the doctrine of the infsallibility of the Ghurch, as that Yhurch
expresses itself in the decleration of bishops and the declisions

of courts. If this decision were final, phe Zpiscopal Church,
shut awsy from the great intellectual movements that are carry-
ing the world to a ckearer kmowledge of God and man, and separat-
ed by an impassable barrier from the Reformation concept of re-
ligion, would be compelled to seek xmfmgmx for refuge the strength
in the Church of Lome.

Prom the Arens, April, 1907, Pages 346-350. Article by
Harris Addison Coreil. "Where fthore is mo vision the people
perish"--~Proverbs 29:18, "To do justly, to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with his God," comsitutes the working formuls of the
vital religion that underlies his (man'’s) nature. The church
which goes beyond this and imposes an artificial organization,
with manifold requirements as to creed, Pitual, ceremony, -form
snd ecclesiestical machinery, as essential to human salvation,
either for this or for any after-life, spws:the seeds of its
own downfeall.

- Prophets have slwsys arisen from obseurity when the :
priestly class, xmixmm grown arrogant and selfish, has neglected
the common people and given its emergy to its organization for
its own sske....Heresy triasls are but the futile attempts of the
priestly class to suppress the prophet. They may for a time
crush truth to the earth, but in the end the orgenization itself
must reform or die. It ususlly dies. :

- Within the last year we have seen such & heresy trial with
all the ear-marks of the "dark ages”.

————————



from the Arena, January, 1907, page Y4. Article by -
figlph Albertson: "The church does not propose to be reformed, to
have its doctrines or interpretations changed, mnor to grow in
any other mxyx sense than of numbers and gross power.

From the Outlook, May 26, 19)6, pages 146~7. Minority
Report of Yr. Francis S. Dunham ( ome of the members of the church
court which condemmned Pr. Crapsey, and under which John Lord
0'Brian was chief presentor or prosecutor): " The re3pondent(%r.
Crapsey) constantly affirms his acceptance of’all the articles of
the Chitstisn faith as contesined in the Apostles' Creed. I find
from hig own statements and the evidence submitted for his de-
fense that his error consists rather in presuming to define
what God has not been pleased to reveal, and ti interpret those
dootrines in s manner not generslly received by the Church,
rather +than in & denial and rejeftion of their truth and su-~
thority.

PERTINENT QUESTIOES FOR LOVERS OF AMERICAN LIBERTY

1--Is the present administration of the govermment of the
United States interested solely in civil matters?

2-~Y0es its conduct of the Department of Justice as re-
gards war matters, indicate a tendency to interest itself in
matters of religion?

Z-=0ut of all the available attorneys in the United
States why should the administration select to handle war mgh-
ters under the Department of Justice, this particuddr atto
namely John Lord O'Brien?

4--What was there about the experience and gualifica-

tions of John Lord O'Erien that specially gualified him to handle
war matters?

5--wDid not the experience and quslifications of John
ﬁord O'Brian specislly qualify him to be a relentless hunter of
eretics?

6~~=Is it true, as charged by Hom Wetson of Georgia that
early in his career Woodrow Wilson apprecisted the great political
power of the Roman Catholic Chureh, and has employed that power to
elevate himself to power?

7--=I1f the Homan Catholic Church is a powerful factor
in the Demoecrstic administration, would they not wish to employ
means and agencies, if possible, to accomplish their expressed
%2t%rmination to stamp out genuine Protestantism in the United
tates? o
s 8—Y1d they select John Lord O'Brism, a professional
heretic hunter of the Episcopel Church, as a camoflouged agent
through whom to persecute @enuinely Protestant “hristians who
dared to protest sgeinst the “omen Catholic “hurch?

9-~Does this throw light upon the persistency of John
Lord O'Brian's opposlition T¥o any leniencg whatever in the deal-
ings of the United States Yepariment of Justice with J.%e Huth-
erford and his seven co-defendants in the case of"%he Finished
Hystery" prosecution? :

0--=Should the American people be permitted to become
acquainte& with such questions as hege, or ghould they ¥ con—-

tinue to be concealed from the people?



11--If John Lord O'Brian can with impunity send"¥he Fin-
ished Mystery" defendants to prison practically for 1life, who is
there in the United States who is safe from prison sentence who
dares to think and speak against the “oman Catholic “hurch and
the other heretic~hunting churches? i

12--%hy did Roy McHenry, of Scranton, Pa., a special se-
cret service agent on"%The Finished Mystery™ case, sate that "they”
had"put & good many of the little religions out of business?”

13—¥%hy do the heretie-hunting Protestant clergy boast
that "We have got them ("The Finished Mystery" defendants) where
WE want them?"

14--%hy did the private secretary of Thomas B. Gregory
in answer to & letter from s cousin of Brother Ochsmner of ®yracuse,
N.Y., and in the face of the fact that by an overwhelming ma-
jority the Intermational Bible “tudents had indorsed in two an-
nual elections of the "atch Tower Bible and Tract Society, stste
that J.F. Butherford, and co-defendants "were mnot the real Bible
Students?”

15--"hy should the United States government thus interest
itself in the internal affairs,of matters settled to the satis-
faction of the overwhelming majority of the Bible “tudents, if
said government is confining itself to civil matters and is not
meddling in religious matters and hunting heretics?

16—=¥o the liberty-loving men and women among the labor®
ing classes, the workers generally, and the more well-to-dggs
glasses,desire that such things should continue in the Uni
tates? ‘ :

17--Will the liberty-loving people of all nationalities
and religions do nothing ebout such things, or will they protest
agasinst them to government and stete officials against them?

18—=Will the Am#riecan people—~the liberty-lovin ones--'
permit the government of the United Statas to allgw subo%dinates
in places of power like that of John Lord O'Brisn to so conduct
and misuse their power g/ to make s government which professedly

guarantees religious libery,actually a persecutor of th
the Roman CGatholies regard as heretzes?p ° ose whom



BIOGRAPHICAL OSKETCHES.

Who's Who in America 1918-1919, Page 2031.

0'Brisn John LordA

Lawyer--born at Buffalo, N.Y. Oct. 14, 1847. S. John and
' Elizabeth (Lord) O--A.B. Harvard, 1896~-LLB. University of Buffalo,
- 1898. Merried Alme E. White of Buffelo, Sept. 17, 1902. In law -
practice at Buffslo from 1898. HMem. N. Y. Assembly, 1907-9. U.S.

Attorney, Western District N.Y., Mar. 4, 1909 to Dec. 1914--Delegate
at large N.Y. Yonstitutionsl Convention, 19165--Special Asst to

Atty. Gen. of U.S. since 1917--Republican--Prof. Medical Juris-
prudence Univ. of Buffalo--Trustee U. of Buffalo--Episcopalisn--
Member Delta Upsilon, Phi Delats Phi--Clubs: Harvard (N.Y.),
Metropolitan (Wash.), University, Jaturn (Buffalo)=--Home, 150

We Utica St.--0ffice, Iriguois Blg; Buffalo.

JOHN LORD O'BRIAN~--In Men of Hmerica, 1908n L.R. Hamersley, N.Y. p
page 1713. ’ Y gg
Lewyer--Born in Buffslo, F.Y., October 14, 1874--Son of
John and Elizabeth (Lord) O'Brisn--he was educated in the pub-
lic gremmar and high schools--was graduated from Harvard College, &agf
as A.B. in 1896-—and from University of Buffalo Law School as G
LL.B. in 1898--Hr. O'Brian was chief counsel for presentors in tg?
the trial of the Rev. A. S. Crapsey, of T“ochhster, 1906, before  ~
ecclesiastical courts. He is professor of Medical Jurisprudezids
Buffalo Medical School--ghurch advocate “iocege of Westers
York--counsel for Medieal Society of the Cdunty of “rie~-m
the Sxecutive Committee, Buffalo Civil Service Teford Assn,—="
nembor of Council (trustee) University of Buffalo--trusbee of
Margaret's School for Girls--member of the faculty of the Uni-
vergity of Buffalo Law School--Republican-~Member of Assembly,
New York, 1907 snd 1908 from Second Pistrict of “rie Coungy-—
Episcopalien--member of Delta TUpsilon (Harvard) emnd Fhi Delta
Phi (Buffslo) fraternities--member of the University Club, Buf-
falo--married in Buffslo, Sept 17, 1902, Alma E. Yhite--they
have one dsughter, Alma ~lizsbeth-—Residence, 295 Linwood Ave.,
office 117 Erie County Benk Blg., Buffalo, N.Y. :




ALGEREON SIDNEY CRAPSEY-- i*he National Gyelopaedia of -Americen -
Biography, Supdlement 1, A461. 14, 1910, Tames L. White & Co., ¥.T.

¥’ Clergymen; was boran in &incinnati, O., June 28, 1847;
son of Jacob Tompkins and Rachel (Morris) Crapsey. His father was
for Tifty years & lesding member of the Cincinnati bar, and his
nother was the daughter of Thomas Morris, U.S. Senator during
1832-6. He was educated in the publie schools of his mnative eity
until eleven years of age, When he becsme cash boy in & dry goods’
Store. At the age of sixbeen ne onlisted in the_ 79th Hegimend Ohio
Volunteers, and served four months under Gen. Kogecrans. He was
discharged the following yesr ol account of illness, and return=
ing to civil life engaged 8s bookkeeoper sp Yincinnati end at

the salt works in the epwhe Velley, ¥. Va. In 1865 he held &

position in the dead le tep office st Yashington. Thence he wen%
to New York snd entered the large printing house of Sachett

& Macksy, where he remained until 1868. He now took a course of
study at St. Stephen's College, Annandale, N.Y*, snd was graduat-
ed at the Genersl “heologicel Seminary of New York in 1872.

was ordsined descoh June 30, 1872, and advanced to the priest-
hood October 5, 1873, serving as 2n assistant pinister in ‘rin-
1ty “hurch, New York vity until 1879- Hy was in that year elected
gegtor of the newly orgenized ~t. Andrew's Church, Rochester,

=.¥.. He became well known as & missioner, conducting suocess~

fully conducting & large number of missions or retreats in vari-
Qus gaxk= cities of the country, snd in the Bermudas Islands.
“egarded even in the earlg period of his ministry as one of the
sblest preachers of +the fpiscopalian Church, his power and rep=-
utation increased with his yeaTrs. A prominent colleague said of
himgTeeese.the cast of his mind is well balanced by s most ear-
nest moral purpose, which leads him hebitually to deal with great:
thomeS. ... Giving volce %o his libersl religious views. he was
attacked by the more orthodox elements in his church, and desplite .
the efforts of his congregation %o whom he had endeared himself
ne was deposed forTheresy" by an scclesiastical court Dgcomber
4, 1906. In the spring of 1907 he organized an jndependent goci-
ety xmown &s the Brotherhood for Soclal and Spiritual Work,
—nich was incorporated in 1909. It,conductS'religious meetings
and carries on work for social betterment. In sddition to these
duties he devoted himself %o lecturing and literature, in both
of which fields he schieved distinction. He is ‘the suthor of
nFive Joyful Mysteries” (1883): "Voice in the Wij1derness” (1900);
n"The Disunion of ¢hristendon” 1900) ; "The Greater Love” (1901);
"Religion and Polities™(1907); Dr. Crapsey raceived the degree
of 3.T.D. from Hobart College in 1900. He was maerried June 2, 1875.
Adelaide, dagghter of Harcus Henry Tygwbridge, of Catskill, WeX-,
and hag nine children. ‘

From New International fneyclopaedia, 24 edition, 1914,
page 225, volume 6, Podd, Mead & Co., N.Ye lve.oIn 1906 Dr.
Crapsey was tried by &an ecclesiastical court of his diocese,
found guilty of heresy, and deposed for heterodox views in is
sermons of 1904-3, denying the doctrine of ‘the virgin biph
Christ, and the resurrection and ascencion of the literald
physical body of Christ, though he hed admitted the spird
verity of the regurrection. :




1909, Voluwe 3, page 297, Yunk & Wagnalls Yo., N.Y......he was
convicted of violeting his ordination vows in denying certain
statements of the Apostles' Creed, particularly the Virgin Birth.
In theology he holds "to the theistic conception of the uni-
verse, one God, who is all in all; Jesus the son of Joseph, the
manifestation of God in the ethical sphere,” while to him "the
eatholic creeds are the interpretation of God to the Greco-

Roman world," and "to love God and man is salvation™.....

from The New Schaft-Herzog “eligious Encyclopedisa,

Prom Outlook, May 5, 1906: Crapsey trial at Batavis,
N.Y., last week; verdict expected by May 15, 1906; defended by
Congressman Jsmes B. Perkins and Mr. Edward M. ~hepard; prose-
cuted by John Lord O'Brisn, of Buffalo, and Judge Stiness of
Khode Island, snd by DPr. Elwood Worcester , of Boston.

T3 rel begaﬂﬁpril"lv, 1906. Finsl verdict Dec. 4, 1906,

MAGAZINE ARTICLES ,

Historisl Aspect of the Virgin Birth, Arena, 37: 337-46, Ap. 07.

Honor Among Clergymen. Outlook, 05, 81;25-9, 285=6. Sep 2,50-~
Surrent Literature, 39:534. Nov. 05 '

Theological Aspect of the Late Heresy Trial, Independent 61:1541-3.
Dec,. 27, 06.

Case of Dr. Crapsey. Outlook, 82;825-6; 83:11-2, April 14, May 5;
" Independent 61:1295~6, Nov. 29,06 : |
Crapsey and the Pecent Heresy Irial. H.A. Corell. Arena 37 :346-50,
" April, 07. ‘
Crepsey Judgment. Outlook. 84:806. Dec. 1, 06.
Crapsey Trial. Outlook. 83;337-8. June 9,06.
AgﬁggﬁgzaVerdict. Outlook. 83;146-7. May 26, 06.

Liniscopalian Opinion of Pr. Crapsey's Case. Outlook. 84:865-6.
Dec. 8,06, S o .

Heresy in the Episcoialian Church. K- Kilgore. Arens. 236:370-2.
Octe. 06« - .

Heresy Trial in the Twentieth Century. Independent 60:1051~3. iay 3,

06; “urrent Literature 40:650-3, June 06.

Heresy Trials. Outlook. 83:309~11l.June 9,00.

Tegt of Orthodoxy. Nation 82:255-6. Mar., 28, 06.

Trial of Dr. Grapseg. Arens 37:94~6. Jan. 07,

Heresy Trials: Net “esults. H.P.Smith. Independent 61:1332-3.

) 1?330 6, 06, :

Other detailed dats might be obtained from the N.Y. Tribune file
in the N.Y. Publie Librery, the N-Y+ Sun, etc. Also from The
Churchman files of 1906. And from the stenographlc report of '
the trisl which might be obtained in some western New York city.
This would give the language of 0'Brian, as would the newsgaper
files, and fthe impressions of newspaper men gt the trial. “he
files of the Fochoster papers might be exsmined. Dr. Crapsey is

. 1iving in Rochester, by 1latest accounts and a $25 or #50 fee .7 ...
might secure data on O'Brisn, or the same might be secured from
some officisl of his new organization there, or from loyal p
friends of his in Hochester. *he record of the Western ¥iocese - |
of Wew York might give datae , if accessiblg, on 0'Brian's activi-
ties in heretic-hunting for the Episcopal Church. : S



