President Rutherford Explains

Ix susTICE to the president of the Wateh Tower Bible &
Tract Society we publish below a letter received from
him in which he defends his action in refusing to aceept
many thousands of parts of the CONCORDANT VERSION
which bad been specially prepared, without notes, for
sale to the members of the Society. There have been a
variety of conjectures as to why this action was taken,
hence this letter-is very welcome.

-1

WATCH TOWER BIBLE & TRACT SOCIETY
PRESIDENT'S OFTICE
124 Cortarsrs HeremTs, BRooxTYN, N.Y., U.S.A.

Nov. 25th, 1927,
Tae Concordant Publishing Concern,

2823 E. 6th Str., Los Angeles, Calif.
Dear Sirs:

A copy of a booklet issued by you has been received. On
page 327 you speak of a grievance agzinst the Intermational
Bible Students Associaiion. As vou well know the Society is
2 corporztion. The notice was inserted in the Warcy TowER
b¥ one wizo had no 2uthority. The order was given by one who
bhad no authority to order them. When I found that you were
advocating universa! salvation including the Devil himself,
I took steps to see that our Society had nothing whatsoever to
do with the distribution of the Concordant Version, and that
was the first time it was called to my atiention as to how the
notice got in the Watcy Towks. ’

In the service of the Redeemer,
J. F. RUTHERFORD.

Our answer is as follows:

Dear Sir:

I wish to thank you for vour letter assuring me that the
notice of the CoNCORDANT VERSION in The Watch Tower of
~June 15, 1920 was inserted without authority. I am sorry that
vou find it necessary to offer an excuse which so sorely lacks
the support of the facts, which are as follows: )

A number of members of the Society who had seen the
CoNCOBRDANT VERSION were so pleased with it that they wrote
to headquarters. I never approached the Society at all. They
wrote to me on their official stationery, signed by a name rec-
ognized in The Watch Tower. One of the editors was sent to
see me. I told him that I did not agree with some of the
doctrines of the International Bible Students Association, and
that this was to be distinctly understood, so that they ecould
not repudiate any agreement on the ground of differences in
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_doctrine. To this he heartily agreed. I had assured myself of
his identity by going to an International Bible Students Asso-
ciation conference and found that he was a recognized national
leader. Because the regular edition contained my notes, it was
agreed that I print a special edition for your use, without any
notes whatever.

In The Waich Tower 1 found this notice: *This Journal is
published under the supervision of an Editorial Committes, at
least three of whom must have read and have approved as
Truth each and every article appearing in these columns. The
hames of the Editorial Commitiee now serving are: W. . Vax
Aarsorex, J. F. RrreEerForp, H. C. Rocswerr, F. H. Rozrsox,
R. H. Hrecg.”

I know of no other publication which is so thoroughly
safeguarded agzins: unoiicial announcements. This is more
thav sufiicent evidence that ihe commendation of the Version
Was not inseried by ome who had no right 10 do so, but was
backed by the auihority of the leaders and published as the
official voice of the Society. You asked me if I had z writien
contraci. The endorsement of the Society was a printed conp-
tract, noi only withk me but with Four members, znd it was
my bounden duty to do Ty part in fulfilling it. You soid about
Two thousand parts and paid for them with checks signed by
Your treasurer. He cerizinly had authority, for the checks
were all honored. :

Then, notwithstanding the verbal agreement, which is jus:
as binding on szints as a written document, notwithsianding
the prinied adveriisement guaranteed by vour editorial com-
mitiee, and afier vou had sold znd paid for thousands of
copies, withour & moment’s warning vou repudizted your word
and vour public announcemert on grounds which if was ez-
pressly agreed siouid not affect our business relations on any
account.

You zre forced to use versions made by men who do not
fullv agree witk vour doctrinal position. There are no others.
The CONCORDAXT VERSION is the onlr¥ one which has z practical
plan 1o exclude the private opinion of the transiator. No one
who renders eact Gree: word consistently can introduce his
OWRn idezs, as is done in the Emphatic Diaglott on zlmost
€¥err opening. Without special examination, I have noticed
the same Greek word translated four different wavs on a
singie page. Your reason for rejecting the CONCORDANT V=&m-
S1I0x is the very ome which should force you to accept it. It
alone, of all versions, has an elaborate pilan which makes 2
deliberate effort 1o exciude private interpretation, and it alone
wili provide its readers with the evidence to test each render-
ing. . .

I believe that God “through the Son of His love” will
“reconcile all things for Him. having made peace by means of
the blood of His cross, whether the things on the earth, or the
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things in tne neavens” (Col 1:20, Emphatic Diaglott). You
do not believe this. I do. This is m¥ crime. : .

Your own friends here who knew zbout Four course did
what they could to get vou to right the wrong. They arranged
a meeung at whick I asked you 10 make some announcement
in The Watch Tower. You refused to give any reason for rour
action or to do anvthing, because I had no written contract.
Being a lawyer, you knew belter than I that we had much
more than that I confess that such an attitude from one in
vour position, under the circumstances, was exceedingly pain-
ful 1o me. I suppose men of the world will go back on their
word under the plea of a writien coniract, but I boped that
vou were actuated by superior principles.

I am sor-y to see that your letier shows the same spirit.
You say the Sociely is a2 corporation. I have heard of souliess
corporations which descended 1o anything legal to gain their
ends, even repudiating the acts of their emplovees. Surely Fou
do not voluniarily class your Society among these! Your
friends, of course, &Te responsible with vou, but I do not Loid
it against them, because everyone of them who hears of it is
shocked by vour attitude. :

Lastly, the “Popular” versiocns, specialiv prepared for you,
had absolutely mo indication of our teacking whatever. The
Emphatic Diaglott, which ¥ou publish. has very much to indi-
caie the bias of the author in its 1ext and notes, yet Pasioy
Russell contenied himself with calling attention 10 such
differences.

I need say no more. You 40 not seek to justify ¥Four
action, but prefer 1o introduce legal technicalities, such as
“y written comtract” znd “a corporation”. Does not this cOD-

vince vou. as it does zll others, that all is not right in the

sight of God?
Yours in the Lord,
A E. ExXocE.
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