


Author: J. F. R~HEBMIBD 

C~PPRIGHT, 1941 
&?D PUBLISHED BT 

. W A T C H T O W E R  
BIB= AXD Tadm Somm~, INC. 

InternaGonaI Bible Students A.ssoeiation 
Brooklyn, New Pork, ;O: S, A. 

BBBWaEI Om-: 
Ea'naq ;S&O -oI m c o  ,-* (48, bape  own, 

* , + Berqe, Bawm &eat a d  ouler cities. ' 
- * Make Yn',@i dnited StaW bf America 

> - - 
- 1 

. - 



I GOD AND T& STATE 
WHEN there is a conflict between 

two authorities. which one must be obeved? 
The State indicts punishment upon a 

who fails or refuses to obey its law. 
One who has lagreed to obey God's l a 6 a n d  

then fails or refuses to obey is subject to punish- 
ment by death. 

A person conscientious1 believes that obedi- _ 
dnce to a certain law of t i e State irs a flagrant 
.iridration of God's law. What &all that con- 
+Je~1tjous pe~son  do? 

 be^ is a wide distinction between a person 
wha has made a covenant to do God's will and a 
person who has not made sueh a covenant. 

Jehovah Cod requires of& children full obe- 
dience as a condition precedent .to receiving - 
everlasting life. (Proverbs 7 : 1,2) By His Word 
He has emphasized that rule from the time af 
A&~D when in Eden until this very day. Adam 

'$ailed to obey the commandments of .Jehovah 

ge and are the same toward 

a 



4 G O D  AND THE 'STATE 
- Lord." (Romans 6 : 23) There is no other pos- 

sible way of obtaining life. (Acts 4: 12) Christ 
Jesus is the Beloved Son of God, and he says: ' 
"I delight to do thy will, 0 my God; yea, 
thy law is within my heart." (Psalm 40 : 8) Be- 
cause of his full and .complete obedience unto 
his Father under the most b y i n g  conditions 
Jesus was given life immortal, the highest place 
in the universe next to Jehovah, and the ad- 
mi.@stra$on of Jehovah% will. , (Philippians 
2 : 8-11) , Because of his complete obedience 
Christ Jesus is made "the Author of eternal 
salvationY~o all that obey him. (Hebrews 5 : 8,9) 
I t  is of the greatest importance to know these 
facts, if one would live. 

All of the human kind were born in sin because 
of the sin committed by Adam, and therefore all 
of bis children inheriked death. (Romans 5 : 12) 
Gad has provided-redemption and salvation of 
men from death by and through the sacrifice of 
the man Jesus unto death, God therefore pro- 
vides the gift of life to all men who believe on 

3 ;  the Lord Jesus Christ as the Savior and who 
4' %L : . then covenant to be obedient to the laws of God 

.and hence obedient to Christ Jesus: "For as by 
one rnanJs disobedience many were made sin- 
ners, so by the obedience of one shall many be 
w@d.s ri&t~ous."-Romans 5 : 19. 

h e  becomes, a child of God when he exercises 
*&kt% in God- m a i n  Christ Jesus as his Savior, 
avd then agree6 to do the will of God, and with 

2 ,-' him God makes a covenant. The one making tEe . 
1: covenant, or who is taken %to the covenant with . 
!(." Jehovah God, is -then in the way to recgive the 

gift ~f life. Jehowh's command to his covenant . 
people is cProverbs 7 : 1,2)  : "My son, keep my - 

5 words, and lay up my e m a n b e n t s  with thee. 
1 -  \ 
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GOD A N D  T-HE STATE & 
my commandments, and live ; and my law 

apple of thine eyeP The ge era1 sdtes 

shaU mr'grih We mrlasting* 
P annomeed in theat3 texts apply to sr men who 

asgwgiles h 8  are now the peoplesf Cfad; whieh had no% 
memy, bat urn have ob;taindmercy."' (1 Pe- I 
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8 C O B  AND T H E  S T A T E  
'heart; and thou shalt teach them diligently mw-my 
children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and - 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up." (Deut. 
6 : 6,7) "Observe and hear all these words which I com- 
mand thee, that it may go well with thee, and with thy 
children after thee for ever, when thou does$ that 
which is good and right in the sight of the Lord .thy - 
Gad."-Deuteronomy 12 : 28. 

Addressing himself to his people who are in a cwe- 
dant to do hi$ will, Jehovah God gives this specific com- 
mandment: "Set your har t s  unto all the words which 
I testify among you this day, which ye shall command 
your children to observe to d% all the words of this 
law."-Deuteronomy 32 : 46. 

It cannot properly be said that these laws of God 
' - apply only to the ancient Israelites. Exactly the <con- 
- trary is'expressed in God's Word. His law is the same 
, toward all who seek to live. Children seek knowledge 
'" ' 'and must be faught, and it is the desire of all sane 
3: - peksons, both agults and khildren, to receive life ever- 

l@g. Obligation is laid by the Lord upon conse- 
. orated pamits' t~ gee tq it fhat their children are in- 

t%met.ed in the law of God. They _cannot disregard 
this obligation and expect God's favor. I t  is also-the 

fz,'.,~. duty of the parenta I@ hqve their children in subjection 
!?k- and to carefully guide them in the way of righteous- 

- ness. Upon this point note these words of the Scrip- 
i tures addressed to the consecrated parents and to their 

&l<Sren: "Children, obey your parents in the Lord: 
for this is right.-Honour thy father and mother, which 
is the fmt comman+nt with promise, that it may 
be well with thee, and thou mayest live' long on the 
earth. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 

. '  wrath; but b r h g  thorn up in the lzurtzlre and adrnc+- - 
0 2 ' ~  of fb Lord."-Ephesians 6 : 14. 

Parents are the anes responsible for bringing chil- 
&en into the world, md it.& their responsibility to 

i properly iristmct those children. The custom amo ' gst 
%, the people of dlLn?tioas of leaving the instrueti& of <#. 
= I .  ,. 

I < gZh- -., * 'L - --. - -. *- \ - 
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' &dren to schsoIs, presided over by persons as teaeh- 
em9 is mads way9 but it is not OodY8 way..Parenb - 

cannut escape their obligation laid upon them by the 
Lord by le~ttving the Wmction of their children to 
others. In matters pertahiing to worldly &im it sie~msl 
that instmetion of GBildTsn b~ a competent teeaeher 
'hi the eohooh is proper, but as to the Word of Gtod it 
hi& the first and bornden duty of conwcrated parent8 to 

- teach their children. That instruetion anst be g$vr?n 
.in the manner God has eonmmdecT, The mnsecmted 

. .. ..J$fi-fax the child is izlvolved, q d  hence it is of grwt 
. fmp@r%a,nee to the chii that it b taught in the ri&t 

,jjyg that is, W ' s  way. Othmwie i t  em rimer obtain & everlasting. Conoerning this it is d$ima in Qdlo 
R o d  : "Train up a child in the way he & d d  go; &l~d 
@n he is old, he wil l  not depart from it."-bv. 222 : h a 

The foundation of the child's eduation must be laid / 

L..Y@4&e Wordt of God, beeawe that is the only way h t  . 

.&tds to fife ever* By nature s ehild's mind IBW ' 
bawlage. Only the pemm who wek 
m the has pointed out in his WOrd 

it, This was emphasized by the Lmd 
. Little ehildren were being bropgbt to Jww by 

~.-@w.e$ p a m b  that they might learn of him, and the 
.zrww-lninM tried to prevent the children from be- 
Bg-bro-aght to J m :  "But when Jesw saw it, he 
&&ed with indignation, and &d unto them, SutPer 

en to come unto me ; forbid them not ; 
such belongeth the kingdom of God. Verily I 
to pau, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom 
as rt B%le child, Be shrqll in no wise enter therein. 
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GOD AN& THE S T A T E .  

80 Q&C% ~adai  kf- mtl, 'S~OU @halt 
Jy grrrvm *, an;p.*= 
m heaven, above, that ts m &a 

i- 
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ear6h ben'eath, or that is in the water under the earth; , 
thoa shalt not bow down thyself to them, por serve 
£hem; for I the Lord thy God am a jeafms God, visit- 
ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children nnto the 
$hid and fonrkh generation of them that hate me."- 

%. t%m t@ %he Qzd God."-Deuteconomy 7 : 26. 
@xi, 6 e " i  a9 H a a W  of Be,  md the only source 

09 586, @ud ~~heingg~msed upon condition of obe- 
I dZ&& it ~ @ ~ ' ~ ; ' g r w b  l6*-kin&a that provided 

eople by command- 
m giving any wor- 
Israelites violated 

e ensnared, and that 
106 : 36,40 ; Ezekiel 
his unchangeable rule 

andments means 

. . .  CHRISTIAN 
, -A Christian is one who foliows in the footsteps d'f - 
- Jtwpfi+ Christ and jo-y obeys the commandments 

crF Almighty God. All Christians musf follow in the 
footsteps of Jams Christ. (1 P e t ~ r  2: 21) There is a 
wide difference b e t w m - p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  who have not made a 

.. amenant with the L ~ r d  aad those WHO HAVE oom- 



GOD A N D  THE STATE 
~ m r m  w ao hi5 will. Those who enter into an agree- 
ment or covenant to be obedient to Qod, and who are 
wcteepted by Zlim. as follawm of Christ J m i  am a- 
tirely sepmate and distinct from others in tha world, 
At the end of his ep;lrthly minktry Jesns uttered tkme 
words, addrimed to J~havah God tand canceming t8ow 
who agree to follow in his shp, to wit: '"I have givm 

- them thy word; and the world hath hated them, be- 
-use they are not of the warld, men ars I anr nat of 
the world. I pray not that thon ahadd@ fake tbem 

oanmknipg; their people in ~ n e ~ 1 1  C;&MO~ aIwrag(g a p  
ply to the one wbo is in (E, mvemt  ta do W C  wi3-l. 
All true and faithfa1 followem of Ch& Jesus rsre 

and Indeed mast be *tnmw b QJeha~ah by declp;lrI.eg 

''~&IAGH T H ~  cmumm the gospel of TEE T ~ R I c - ~  
bir =$dam. J m  ~lp~ejfidl~1. ' 

&I wnkmuoaslg prag & God : ' 
~yill be dahle, on earth tw in Pleaven2-U;att. 6: PO, 

aELfGION 'ANXI CHRlSTIANfnt 
* Xndnlging in any a m m y  or practict? whatswvslr 
mnti~1.g ta the commandment of God is religious. Re- 
W o n  originated with &e demons, of whieh Satan is 
,$ke &ef. I t  has at dl times been used to ensnare and 



,-g 
haadsdmdti~&ofwpIeandkeptthemblin - to W a  will or eommanbent. Religion has been the 
moving influence for the permention and violent treat- 
ment of others, and particularly the persecution of 

' Chrktim. 
Christians axe lhwe who do the will of God as-corn. 

d e d  ip his Word. They are called "Christians' 
Wlt8e -.Jestus is always obedient to God's will - 
aad he is €he Bad md,Leader of all who are diligent 
to &ey Clad% ~&mdsaents. Christians are there- 
f m - c o d g  by the Lard to avoid anything and 
all'tlripgs that are. cuat%zuy to Clad's commandments. 

SUpkEME . 
The Word of 3Jehovah God, as expressed in the Bible, 

is His law, given to man for his correct guide: "Thy 
6ord is a lamp nnto my feet, and a light unto my 
path." (Psalm 119: 105) The law of Cod is snpreme 
and is. the only instruction that man can receive and 
be equipped to walk in the way of righteousness and 
life. %very seriptrire inspired of God is also profit- ' 

. aQ4..for .tle&&ng, for *roof, for correction, for in- 
- &~n&Ed tl&fi;, k 31 -i3ghbausness; that the man of 
W h a y  be &&ip$tej, f arbisht3d completely &O every 

; ' Of %&? VV&&% TO '@AU@Z A C~RISTIA.N TO VI0I;inTE - 
Em c . x m m m m c ; B c ; B ~ ~ ~  by the Serigtures as '%IN 
AG- C=#. '@ 4%~. @: 12) Tftese general rules 
stat& in the Bib16 ttpp1y ta afl per@m who believe on - 
Clad and on Christ "ad  whd &T% to walg in the way 
of righteczqsness that lee@ to H e  eevrht&g. 

6xxwcience of ' 

4 
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COB A K D  THE STATE . 

men, part;cuiarly coneernkg the worship of Almighty 
God. That part df the Constitution known as the Bill 
of Rights guarantees to all citizens the right to freely 
exercise the eonscience relative to belief or aon-belief? 

- -. worship or non-wo . A h w t  all the state eon&- 
tntioim provide that 23' men &all be f b e  to exereise 
their c o ~ ~ o u 8  b&ef and to pmtiee tbe same 

I - withont interferenw unlw that praDties e n u r n  
the welfare .of others. As f ~ n  illwtration : WiUiam ]em 

; eludes the right to worship the S n p m  Be' mritrit 
. ipgtotbe&ctatesoihioorpn~onsoi~ee;ta~~~~ "- creed or hald any opinion wba.tr,oevm on the saBMt 

?' c . of religiw ; ecnd TO rn or FORB- m DO AXY ACT m~ 
I;-- - WNSC~EM* SAKE, the doing or the forbearing of 
- which is not prejtlidiaid to the pnblie weal."-bm- 
:-.--inonwealth zr. Lesher, 17 5. Bc R. 155. 

3% @xpreqfhm& of the United States, in the case 
- %%. 4 C%nr'& u. Unitad Sta- 143 '13.8.457, held that God p; 
.--- iiSD;6tlpreme and that - h e r i c h  is rt Christian nation, 

&&%ag kw%vritera of the nations of the world called 
* ~ ~ d o r n "  have said, concerning the aupremq 
:i*w. &*of AWihtf God, this, to wit : '%, ie binding 
i~14+?3 dl the gl&, in dl mmtrias, st dl t bea .  NCI ha- 
?3p&d_acwq are pf - v ~ d i t q ' i f  oontlul;r"y. to thirj [GdJ@ 
law] ; anif sueh of them as are valid derive all. their 
',fe& and all their ~ a t b r i t y ,  mediately imzaedi- 
.@b3 h r n  the or&&aL The revealed or divine Ism 
'-m ta be foend only in & Holy Seriptnre. y o  
!w' .&dd be d e r e 8  %o cohtradict this,"-BW 
. - - 
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&Me- Cop~~anintaTaes, Chase 3d Edition, pages 6-7, . 
- icNo external authority is to place itself between the 

h i t e  being and the Idbi te  when the former is seeking 
to render homage that is due, and in a mode'which com- 
mends itself to HIS CONSCIENCE and judgment as. being 
suitable to him to render, and acceptable to its ob- 
f~E."'-Coo1efs Cm$titzctio?utl Limitations, 8th Edi- 

- %ion, page 998. , 
VIOLATION 

Xn nor6 ~ecent JT;W~B irrcwerent persons, who have 
na zespect for the supreme law of God, and who have 

. w bi+h in God or En Chist> have taken the lead in 
, pablic &air& and h Z;&wrn&~- Such. men, ambitious 

to appear a~ tBe a+dtimed guap,dians of the public 
1 0 p ~ ~ r e ,  have conceixed the idea of compeIling school 
children to indulge in a fixed ceremony of saluting 

.- - %he flag. The idea appeared to be good to others who 
give no heed to Gad's Word, and soon school boards 
began to make rnles cornpelling all the children to in- 

; 6&Ilge in such oeremony. This has developed until quw 
i %W+ i$ a general hy~teria abroad in the land, which 
h:-. h @ l d  &a the ,pwnihw% of ehildren by ill-treating 

from schocll because they con- 
-Wee ih the religiorxs cere- 
Bagf Swoh cbflc3~en have been . 
*ta &BY Gbd, and2 became they 
cbey God, the children are ex- 

ts are punished for . 
to violate their con- 
Almighty God. This 

men and saluting flags 
fdq& %@&he prominent in modern times in the arbi- 

. .'t%rgr govemeht of Germany, the purpose of which 
- L to put the state above Go& 

? . If'boaqds of public dueation b'el+e~ed in Jehovah- - ' 
8 ; tihe Almighty Bod and ia Chfist J e w  a%the Sao- , + 

g:, -3ar of men, and th& Bods law is FapoeW they would 
Aaewr attmp;t th mqpd mg-eh36 to v201ate its conr 
-:&imm by &b&q tpp@=w OF bot51.g d m  to any 
:Q-%@~~wB or t&&@& eidgaation in the United 



GOD AND THE STATE 1T 
&atxs in recent yeam have shown a real in the one di- 
rection of attempting 2s instill pitriotisqa In cWdren, 
and in thii they have mmpletely imored Qod's Wmd. 
The mds of Nr. d&i;ee Brasdeisg lab oi ttht: Su- 

j 
I.. . .  ? - 



18 COD AND  THE STATE - 
DEVOTION means "a form of prayer or worship".- 

Webster. 
REVERENCE means "veneration, expressing reverent 

f eeling' worship7'. 
SALUTE mems "to greet with a kiss, to bow and 

courtesy, the uncovering of the head, a clasp or wave 
of the hand or the like . . . to honor formally or with 
ceremonious recognition". (Century Dictionary, page 

- 5321) "To greet with a sign of welcome, love OF defer- 
ence, as a bow and embrace, or a wave of the hand." 
-Webster. 

Under the word "image" this definition is given by 
Webster's Dictionary : "Image, in modern usage, com- 
monly suggests RF.LIG~OUS VENERATION." 

According to th'e Bible, 'Bow down to a symbol or 
image' includes all ppstures or attitudes toward the 
image, even a kiss. (See 1' Kings 19  : 18 ; Hosea 13 : 2 ; 
Job 31 : 25-27.) 

Thus worldly lexicographers recognize the saluting 
of a flag as A RELIGIOUS BORXALISM. According to the . 
Bible there cannot be the slightest doubt about it, be- 
cause by such salute there is bestowed upon the image 
a r  thing ceverence, devotion, a form of prayer or wor- 
ship, and which thing, or image of that which it rep- 
resents, is reprded as saam. 

Non-Christians may salute thg flag without refer- 
ence to the foregoing rules. Those who are real con- 
scientious Christians are in a. class entirely different 

- from others of the world. Jehovah's witnesses are 
a ' Christians and in a eovenant to be entirely obedient 

to God's law. They must teach their children and ad- 
f l  - monish them to obey God's law, as he has commanded. 
They are conscientious and they sincerely believe that 
far them to indulge in the formalism or ceremony of 
saluting any flag is a violation of God's specific com- 
mandment as set forth at Exodus 20 r 3-5 and empha- 
sized in many other scriptures. The reason that such 
flag s h t i n g  is a violation of that commandment is that 
the xalute attributes salvation to the state, which the 
flag represents, thus making the state a mighty one, or 
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COB AH-D THE STATE ie 
a aged", where& 'salvation t>el@ alone to Jehovah, 
thg Almighty God', and to none other. (Ps. 3 : 8) Jeho- 
wh's witnmaes mnscientiod y and sincerely believe the 
Vord of God and that their vi01atian of their wn- 
seienee md the violation of Ood'~ wrarnandment wodd 
. meran their certain destmction ; as it is mitten : "For 
Moses t d y  said unto the fathers, A pro het shall the 
imx~ ycns C~A raise up nnto p u  of yaus i mtbren, 

'- m t o  me; him &dl g.e hew in all dings whatsoever he 
shall mq unto you. b d  it shdI come to p m ,  that 
every mql, whi& will not he&r that prophekE shall be 
deytroyed- &om among the p p l ~ ~ - A a t s  8 : %,Za. 

Chitdmn whs have Men reared and taaght in the 
n w e  and admonition of W s  law md who, becam 
tibey we in a covenant to do God's will and oowim- 
: t3b.wIy attempt to q&q, W, mfns %a indulge in the 
- caiimoay of d w  my fhg wd'fa~ Mat magtm me 
welled from sehool and denied the right of ednmtion, 

-.what shall they do? The paren& of those children, 
who have obeyed God's Iaw to bring up their children 
*'in the nurture and admonition bf the Lord'" aqe pm- 

;*irsb~d bemuse they cfa ;not compel &sir children t;o 
-.violate their c o m i e n ~  and ta violah Ud's law, and 
the parents are deprived of tbir liberty and right to 

,bve their children eduetlted in the slchools, sls the l ~ w  
r&pires. What shall they do? & b y  children md ramp 

B - M ~ B .  iq ;the UniS:r:d &ah 6114 t;hRdve9 can- 
:d*t&d *tb t 
I: -.- r -@.emhm-d e h a ~ e  the .m. 
cq&m&W@ of awering t h e  qnatiom. Let the mem- 
JJ&B of thetboaida of education ask t h e w 1 v e  fhb 
- mtioni 3f I httd made a consemtion to God, and 

o a covenant to do His will, and oonseh- 
that the Word of ChKX is supma and 

ids me to indulge in flag &uthg;, 
rhat w d d  I do if an attempt were made to campel 
me to vipiate my conscience arid to violate Bod's law? 
Rould I r e h e  to comply with m-made rules and 
,M.r pprtiahment at the hands of men, or wodd I 

'-ke& z t g  oave?zw& with (XoB and d e r  e v e r M g  



ao G O D  A N D  THE STATE 
punishment by destruction at the hand of God? These 
are serious questions and fraught with great weight. . 
Every person must either choose to be obedient to God's 
commandment or choose to take a contrary course. 

.GOD FORGOTTEN 
Most of the men who had to do with laying the 

foundation of the American government believed in 
God and relied upon His Word; but in recent years 
there has been a rapid falling away from faith in God 
and in the Bible, particularly so amongst those who 
have to do with governmenta1 or public affairs. Today 
many of the lawyers and judges of the courts, as well 
as other public officials, entirely ignore the Word of 
God. There are some lawyers, however, who firmly 
hold to the fundamental principles relied upon by the 
nation, and who trust in God, and who believe that 
every man should be free to exercise his conscientious 
reverence and worship of God without interference 
and that the conscientious, and sincere belief of all 
should be respected and not interfered with, More 

-than me hundred years ago the courts of America 
laid down the rule tbat the m m ~ ~ u a t  ALONE IS PRW- 
ILEGJCD TO DETEBMIMB WHAT HE SHALL AND SHALL NOT 
BELDEVE, and that the COTJBTI HAVE NO RIOHT TO INTER- = WITH RELIEF OR PRBCTICE, except when the prac- 
tice endangers the welfare of others. In 1784 Thomas 
Jefferson introduced in the Virginia legislature tr bill 
which he had prepared, the preamble of which, writ- 
%en by him, reads as follows: "That to suffer the civil 
magistrate to intrude his powers into the field of 
opinion, and to restrain the profession or propagation 
of principles on supposition of their ill tendency, is 
a dangerous fallacy which at once destroys all religious 
liberty, it is declared that it is time enough for the 
rightful-purposes of civil government for its officers to 
interfere when principlesgbreak out into overt acts 
against peace and good order." 

The Gobit& case, which originated in Pennsylvania, 
aptly illustrates the polat with reference to forgetting 
or ignoring God. The GI.&itia parents are oonscientiaus 
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.-I- .~iw&t-, in a covenapt to do the will of aLBIILY 
- W. They have brought up their children as corn- 
:; 'mnded by the Seriptureq ''in the nurture and ad- 

monition of the Lord." The children also consecrated 
1. thawelves to God and-entered into a cov&ant to do 
; . his wilL.The school board promulgated a rule requir- 

- '.ing a B S y  practice of saluting the flag, and going 
,$bough a cerhin ceremony in connection therewith. 
Tke Gobi& children, because .of their conscientious 

k- hylief that such flag saluting would be a violation of 
-their covenant and a violation of God's law, asked 
.'B be excused therefrom qnd to remain silent d q -  

ceremony. For this they were expelled from 
S$t was begun in the United States Dis- 

&pet, ppid,eq. oyer by Judge BXaris. That 
f&&& :%he @ag4ute  rule aould not be en- 
 ti tin st the Gobitis children because of their 

'---r&@&~ous belief in God aid  His Word,' and in his 
he said : "'In these days, 
again rearing its ugly 

'1Cn that Opinion Judge Maris quoted from the Opin- 
-.of Jrrstice Gibson, rendered in the Lesher case, 
% ~ d  further said : "In these words eminent jurist 
. $Justiea .Gibsm'j: dearly t b t  the principle 

8' iwhicK un@~uIe~ bh.d%m@$&>%ml provision of 'the 
of the h d m e ~ t a l  bwes upon 
fopnded, nwely, that indiviQ- 
0111~ to enBertah m y  religious 

BEOM W I N G  A?SY ACT 
which does not prejudice 
or personal. rights of the 

adopted from 
.P es, appears to have become in this case 
E% e perseoutim of children for cmeience' 

\s@&&~b.e30rved Gag, the emblem of religious libertyr 
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. apparently has been d - a s  an imtrment to hpose 
a religions test as a condition of receiving the h d t a  . 
'of public ednc8tioa* . . 

On appeal the United States Circuit Court of B p  
peals &med the judgment of the Distriot Co&. ' 

The case was then appealed to %he Snpreme Court of 
the United States* slld them the judgments-of the - 
lower mnrts were r a v e d  The majority Opinion in 
f ia t  case DID NOT held that citizens can be wmpa1led 
to salute the flag, bat did bold that the Lebo of of=- 
cation may make and d a r e .  mles campellii ohldmm 
to indulge in the ceremony of flw saluting. The wd 
h e  was side-st~ppd. It is manifest that the writer 
of that Opinion d m  nat believe in and rely upon awl 
and Christ, but that i s  wntrolled by science md 
public opinion. The &st paragraph in that majosity 
opinion says: nA p v e  ibility omfrvrnts thi~ 
Court whenever m mum gstion it muat reem- 
cile the conflicting claims of liberty a d  a a a a ~ t y .  
But when the liberty h w W  is liberty of w e i e n q  
and the authari 
tion's f e l b d i p ,  

d m  shall be made md ei&rced. FmtheP h a g  
the matter, the opinion mys: 'The inflneaw which 
help toward a common f e h g  for the common eoun- 

- - fry are @anifold. Some may wexu harsh aad othem no 
doubt are foolish. Smdy, however, the end L lqiti- - 
mate. And the effective means for its attainment are 
still so uncertain and SQ arrauthenticated by ~cimce as 
to ppclnde us from puttkg the widely prevalent belief 
in flqgdnting beyond the pde of legislative power." 

"The wisdom of trdniiig children in patriotic im- 
pultjes by those compulsions which necessarily pervade 

- - iw much of the ducationd process.ls NOT FOR OW IN- 
~'EFrnm judgmerilt E m  wem we convinced of the 

df df 8 m e ,  m̂dt belief would be no p m f  - .  
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' of its undanstitutiond2ty. For o ~ v e s ,  we might be 
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unity, it'is quite another matt& to say that their com- 
pulsory expression by children in violation of THEIR 
OWN and THEIR PARENTS' religious convictions can be 
regarded as playing so important a part in our NA- 
TIONAL UNITY AS TO LEAVE SCHOOL BOARDS FREE TO - 
EXACT IT DESPITE THE CONSTiTUTIONAL GUAIEANTEE OP * 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION. The very terms of the Bill. of 
Righb preclude, it seems to me, any reconciliation of 
such compulsions with the constitutional guaranties 
by a legislative declaration that they are more im- 
portant to the public welfare than the Bill of Rights. 

"3ut even if this view be rejected and it is con- 
sidered that there is,some scope for the determination 
,by legislature whether the citizen shall be compelled 
to give public expression of such sentiments-contrary 
$Q his religion, I am not persuaded that we should re- 
frain from passing upon the legislative judgment 'as 
long as the. remedial channels of the democratic proc- 
esg .remain open and unobstructed.' This seems to me 
na more t h a ~  %he surrender of the constitutional pro- 
teaaan of the liberty of small minorities to THE POPU- 
L& w&L. . . . 
, "The Constitutiol; egpresses more than the convic- 
t&n of-the people that democratic processes must be 
Breserved at all costs. It is also an expression of faith 
and a, command that freedom of mind and spirit must 
be preserved, which government must obey, if it is to 
adhere to that justice and moderation WITHOUT WHICH 
NO FREE GOVERNMENT CAN EXIST. For this reason it * - wouId seem that legislation which operates to repress 
the wligioim freedom of small minorities, which is ad- 
Zmittedly within the scope of the protection of the Bill 
of Rights, must at least be subject to the same judicial 
scrutiny as legislation which we have recently held to' 
infringe the const$utional liberty of religious and 
racial minorities. 

"With such scrutiny- I cannot say that the incon- 
veniences which mag! attend some sensible adjustment 
af school discipline in order that the religious convic- 
tions of these chiddren may be spared, presents a prob- 
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mgs in the study of the B i i  lmmd their fmniture 
and their literature. Sincere lawyers called upon the 

.+; aWrney-general frequently to invoke the law of the 
~ ; i  land against such lawless elements, and received prom- 
:$*- ises that this would be done, but more than six months - ' Iras p d  and no action has been taken whatever 

again& lawless mobs of this nature. The harsh, arbi- 
trary, totalitaxian-gestilpo methods have rapidly 
spread thmughoat the United States since the render- 
ing of that Opinion.-Public opinion thus expressed in 
fawlessness, .instead of instilling patriotism, h b  in- 
dueed even greater lawlessness, and mobs continue to 
ttssaelt Christian people without any just cause or ex- 
e m .  School boards in many of the states .continue to 
expel ehildren from school and to iH4rreat them and 

- their parents because the parents and chiIdren ask to 
be permitted to conscientiously obey the law of Al- 

, mighty God without interference. Freedom of speech, 
and freedom of worship, are therefore rapidly disap- 

-- pearing-in America The nation is entirely forgetting 
4hd. Apwopriate hercfor consideraki.ion are t3e force- 
ful war& of Mr= r3&ice..8u%herIand, late of the Suc 
prem C ~ x r t  of tbe T.l@%ed Btates, to wit: "Do t b  
.pisbpIe 02 this land-?'ri the pbod,&ence of God, favored, 
ars they sometimm bob&, abbe  all others in the pleni- 
'r;&e of their libe@lc?s--d&m $0 preserve those so 
arefully protected by the Fist Amendment ; liberty 
-f religious worship . . . t If so, Iet them withstand ' 

all B E G - - ~ G S  of encroachment.- For the saddest 
, epitmh which can be carved in memory of a vanished 
libeey is that it was lost becameits possessors failed" 
to stretch forth a saving hand while yet there was time." 

If boards of e-&amtian and other legislative bodies, 
- 

and the nation in geaaral, 6ontinue to ignore the law 
of G Q ~  and to punish inaoeernt children and parents 
beeawe such conscientiously give heed to and obedi- 
mee to the Word of God, what will be the end thereof t 
Can a nation once aeknawledghg itsee to be "Chris- - 

. W, a nation t b ~ t  baa bwd its M m e a t d  law - ' 

. m n  #&e law of God a d  remgnkd that the law of 

3 
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C W  is supreme, and whit& nation then forge& God 
and ignores his law, expect to continue to ekistt Let 
tbe Wol-d of God give the answer to that question: 
'The wieked shall be tan& into he& and AU THE NA- 
TIONS THAT FOWET GOD."-Pg&Zm 9 : 17. 

Will &2mi& God exm or pttas by moticed 
those who d i r e  er indbatly iaffht p-at 
np~n children and their parents for exemhhg their 
e6meientiow belief in obediepee to W'I law? Will 
AhighQ God avenge his co~mmt pmpk whom he 
bas rreleeted to serve himt The mmre~ is fodad in the 
words of Jesus, to  wit : "And shall not Qod avenge his 
own elect, which erg dsy and flight nnto him, though 
he bear long with them? I tell you that he wil l  avenge 
tbem speedily. Nevertheless, when the, Son of man emu- 

- esk, &id forit9r bn the e~%h?'~-Ir&e 18: 3,8. 
LOYALTY * 

.'%opale means to be obedient tb the lawTr, Anyone 
- wbo attemp& to take the law into-I& aorrn htands and 
mmpeb athers to obey it is lawlea Dnly constituted 
authorities may make and enfore laws that &re wn- 

' &&eat with the supreme hw. £%odd not dl c J t b m  
be Isyd to the count2y in which they rddell Yes, in 

c01lseht;ionsl;g believes that the flagdate eeremony 
-3s tt .uioLatim of God's l ~ w ,  md for that reamn Ssgs 
' $a be exeased fmm indulging in such eeremony, no hu- 

3 ,  

1 - -*. %* I,*q 2 k & % & h A ~  
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man authority ri&teplly interfern with.& exer- 
@i% af thr; eomiaee of Wt p m n  who iOf d e v M  tO a 

Almighty @ad. 

-,. - 
r!' 
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and devotion ta Jehovah d his Word. Thm who 

SiiWW legal $ . u t ~ s i ~  to aWempt to ampel UMe 
&ildW.B f a  W ~ W  l3&Bd %&* 

: as above m supidor to the eomm%u1dmwts a% 
~ Q 7 g p d , ~ ~ ~ c t p  8ueh children a9d 
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%k&+mb bequse they insist o i  okyhg God m&r 
. than m a  The =ti0 by its seaa- 9 g & d y  %, by its e m ,  has a awledged a 

. tion as mzperior to law txf tbe lirnd: 2-""" wen tbngh 
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to do W s  will, ad, receiving Hirr eomimmdmentsr - 
they obeyed by going about preaching the! gospel. Their 
rtetion was contrary to the law of the Ian& as declared 
by mligious Jews. T h e  f a i M  ximi ware punished 
by imprisonment, and yet, ss hloon as they were re- 
Wz they straightway went again to publicly preach- 
ing the gospelsf the Kingdom. Again they were haled 
into cowst, charged with 8i~Iating the law, and tbkr 
-7 W W :  'VE OUGHT TXl TO RATHER THAN 
 WIN.'^ (Acts 5 : 29) The chose: @ fallow thta mle wM& ii Jesus had euulotmced. ( ark 1%: 17) The Bitsle r 
m y  inseaneea showing God's approarlof the course 
%&en by the apostles in rendering full o~~~ to 
$hd rather t h  obeykg m a .  _ 
. The government of Babyla promulgated a law re- 

q&hg & e m m  bow hfom tr certain imdlge. 
Three of Go $ 9 typiod covenant eaple wera in Bsb 
lan They remefabered J & O ~  b d  co-md& 
Thou have no btfier gods befsre me ; thou shalt 
not bow down to them nw serve them,' ( E d n s  
20 : 5 5 )  They had respect for the amuuanhmb of 
Clod. They refused to obey F3abylon5~ m ~ n - d  and. 
were told by the highest authority of that nation that 
they w d d  be put to death by barnin@. They replied 
to the law-enforcement body: We have m need ta 
obey you in tl& mtter ;  and if it b that you cast na 
into the fire, w n  Bod, whom we sem, is ible to de- 
Eve I!J~ fm the Beeryt hip- tbnd.b WiEl deliver us," 
They wee  east into the fiery h i t o e ,  -WE& was so 
hat h& -it des,Wyed the men who cast them in, and 

. em thaB fiery furnace Cod delivered them, with not 
even a ssorch on their garments, Ckd rewarded their 
fa it^^-Daniel-3 : 13-27. 

Daiel, another- in a wvenant v i b h ' ~  ta do 
Hie d, was aast into a den of lions bec-&me he de- 
cbed to obey the law of the nation, obedience to which 
law he eonscientiody Weved to be idolam. For hb 
. faithfulnw God delivered Dank3 udmmed-Daniel 
6 : 1-28. 

es Sa't4.m has m d  
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D&D to form conspiraoim to kill or otherwise puniab 

' @thful ~hemmts of Almighty God, The hypoesitial 
wmmonp: of Rag m'ruthg and *%ding" of men 01543- 
hated in &many, with the NaPjsr, md & mother 
effort on th part cd the Bavil to break down f B i W  
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