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Talking about abuse can help stop it

Churches must
take steps to
protect children

By KAY CAMPBELL
Times Foith & Velues Editor
Faycarnpbellim itimes vorn
We don't waut to talk about
child sexual abuse. We don't
even want to think ahout it
And when we do, were sure
it happens in someone else’s
congregation. not ours, because
we know those we worship with.
“Dio you?” asks Chris Newl-
in, executive director of the Na-
tional Childrenk Advocacy Cen-

ter, located in Huntsville

in said recently as he pointed
toward the Team Building
where therapistsinterview chil-
dren and non-offending adults,
“T can tell ¥ou, somecne comes
i saving Tcan't believe that per-
son would do it’ We all would
Llﬂgﬂmthinkﬂ:a:twe]mnwneb—
(bn‘.ieg:mon!' too large to
have the assumption of ac-
quaimtance are most likely to
have the security policies in
that Newlin recommenis;

d checks, no less

than two aduls in a Sunday

“One of the best things a church can
do is just talk about it. If you want to
make an offender nervous, talk about
it. Sex abuse is something that thrives

in darkness.”

Chris Newlin
evecutive divector of the National Children’s Advocney Centor

school roam, no unsupervised  prised to be asked for the in-
teenagers with children, basic  formation necessary to check
training for supervising adildts  backgrounds, says Liz Hewditt,
on spotting signs of abuse. pastor of early child ministries

These days, no one is sur-  at The Rock Family Worship

Center, which has move than
2,000 members. Hewlditt said
they screen forall brushes
with the law, sometimes
find information useful in ways
other than dealing with chil-
drett’s supervisicon.

*We screen every volunteer,”
Hewlitt said last week, adding
tﬁ a laugh: “We even kig;r

cur speeders are - and
don't drive the bus.”

Adulis willing to with
Sunday school dlasses and other
youth activities at The Rock are
trained on teaching, church
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safety,emerg\?ncyprgcedures—
and preventing child abuse.
No class at the church ever has
fewer than two adults in the
room, and if those adults are
married to each other, they
count as just one person,
Hewlitt said.

The background checks The
Rock runs include a search of
national databases, because
abusers move to avoid detection.
And abusers know that a reli-

gious congregation provides
rich huncgi:ﬂﬁrgounds full of
trusting chi and unending
need for adult volunteers,

“These people appear to be
great, but they can have nefar-
ious intentions,” Newlin said.

And abusers thrive on silence
and flourish in the shadows of
willful ignorance.

“One of the best things a
church can do isjust talk about
it,” Newlin said. “If you want to
make an offender nervous, talk
about it. Sex abuse is something
that thrives in darkness.”

While, according to surveys
of adults, girls are nearly twice
‘as likely to be sexually abused
asare boys, discovering and pre-
venting abuse of boys by ho-
mosexual abusers is often the
more difficult task. Thereis even
* more shame involved, Newlin
said, on the part of the victim,
since the crime involves not only
forced sexual activity, but also
sexual identity confusion. And
most churches layer an extra
level of taboo for homosexual ac-
tivity than heterosexual activi-

ty.

Donnie MeClurkin, the
preacher and Grammy-nomi-
nated musician, writes about
the pain caused by his own
abuse at the hands of anuncle
and a male cousin in his book
“Fternal Victim/Eternal Victor?”

McClurkin turned to the
church for comfort, but discov-
ered, “there were brothers who
seemingly befriended me under
the guise of mentorship, only to
reveal their desire and purpose

- M Sexual abuse by adoles-

- cents of younger children: 35
percent of girls and 14 per-
cerit of boys will be sexually

Source: Department of Human

Resources, National Child Advocacy

Center.

to further the perversion and in-
crease the confusion.”

Open discussion of the issue
would have helped him, Mc-
Clurkin writes.

“Twonder howit would have
been if there was someone, any-
one, that I could have confided
in at a young age, and been
mentored and hel?ed before
this seed took root,” he writes.
“Iwish the church was that open
and ready to deal with thisissue.”

A crime, not just a sin

But too many children find
only denial when they doreport
a problem, says Barbara An-
derson who, with her husband,
Joe, helped bring national at-
tention to a pattern of abuse de-
nial in the Jehovah's Witnesses
a few years ago.

The Witnesses have a policy,
based on biblical principals,
that if one member has a prob-
lem with another, theyareto go
first to that person and then to
the elders to resolve. In cases
where wrongdoing is alleged,
the elders ask for at least two
witnesses, the complainant and
another.

Where elders went wrong,
Anderson said, ing re-

as she and her husband
ed through Fayetteville,
Tenn., on the way from their
home in Tullahoma to visit
friends in Atlanta, was confus-
ing crime with sin.

“This is a matter for the po-
lice, not the elders,” Anderson
said. “But they didn’t want to
make the church look bad.”

Anderson became aware of
the extent of the problem be-
cause she worked as a re-

cen

- searcherin the publishing offices

of the Witnesses in Brooklyn.
She passed on documents such
as letters from victims and of-
ficial church memos to lawyers
helping victims sue the church.

Anderson and her husband
have since been excommuni-
cated from the church. She doc-
uments her findings at watch-
towerdocuments.com.

In both the Witnesses scan-
dal and in the better-known
Catholic scandal, abusers who
confessed and repented were

usuallk au:etgtad back into the
chu.rcl}]’ and the allegations kept
secret. Some of the Witness eld-
ers thought such confessions
were protected under clergy
privilege, an argument they
made unsu in courtin
a case that was settled out.of
court in 2007.

Rick McLean, who remains
on America’s Most Wanted list
for child abuse for multiple of-

fenses over 20 against
young girls in Ca]‘;?gl:lia, isthe
most notorious of those accused
of abuse by Witnesses and
whose crimes had been made
known to church elders.

Since the Jehovah’s Witness
cases broke into the news and
courtrooms in 2002, Witness
church leaders have issued
statements to instruct elders
that child abuseis to
be reported in states, including
Tennessee and where
laws mandate the report of sus-
pected abuse. The church’s Web
site, watchtower.org, includes
articles to help families and con-
gregations prevent child abuse.
Finding resurrection

Web sites for victims, silent-
lambs.org for Witnesses, and
Survivors Network of those
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Barbara and Joa Anderson were dlafalhmllzaod from Jehovalv's Witnesses after
bring to light child abuse problems that ch

Making church safe

Preventing and healing child sbuse; ;
B Presamtations, information, classes: National Child ¢

Centar, Chris Newlin director. cnewlin@rictionalcse.i

327.3785.

B Accufay, www.accufeeus.oom, 002568898, One of seversl
anfine resources for background checks, ong used By some local

[ s 8
B Spiriwal dirsction for those recovering from abuse: Mar 2y
melrnan st the Hurtslle Associstion for Pastoral Cam, mardzghi

wasy.net

® “Take e make Holy: Hororing the Sacred in the Healing
Joumey of Abusa Sunvivors," by Man West Zimmerman, $12. Are

soUfee for wors
the spiritual needs of the abused

leaders seaking to create new sendces 1o meoet

B *Reducing the Risk of Child Sexual Abusein Your Church” by
Hammer, Hlipowicz, Cohble, Published by Christlar Misiistry e

S0UITES,

othars;
% soclal workers and foster families through the Mad
sary Caunty offioe of the Alahama Department of Human Senvices.
5354508

Infarmiation: Donn. Hemist@dhr.a

B Dopate arl materials, do yerd work, suppart Sorial workers at
the Mational Child Advocacy Center, 210 Fratt Avo. M.E. Infoma-
ton: enewlin@nationalcac.ong, 3273785,

Abused by Priests, snapnet-
worleorg, fr Catholics, offer
tales of past court cases and re-
sources for vietms.

For most vietims, abuse that
happens in a religious context
destroys, or at least debilitates,
the victin farth, says Mari West

Zimmerman, a spiritual direc-
tor who sometimes works with
abuse victims seeking to find a
way back to God.

“They often need to work an
their image of God,” Zimmer-
man said last week, '
from her office at the Huntsville

elders had not turned over to
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Association for Pastoral Care.
“Theyfeel abandanment, or that
Cmd‘smnmi?tﬂmm ‘Theycan't
sort out whats ‘church' and
whats God”

Zimmerman, a survivor of
sexnal abuse herself, has writ-
ten “Ihke and Make Holy &
guide for religious ceremonies
to help abuse victims move from
the feelings of conlamination,
desecration and self-hatred (o
aplace of restoration and whole-
TiEss,

“Nothing can make what
happened good - it total evil”
Zimmerman said. “But out of
that, one response, working
with God, is to bring something
good out of that experience, so
that it is not totally wasted. To

‘find a way to celebrate the on-

going process of redemption so
that evil does not have the last
word. To affirm that there is res-
urrection.”

“Many people, if they really
recover, come out of the
rience with a degree of -
standing and compassion for

plewho are in pain and suf-
ing,’ Zimmerman said.



